Spiritual Warfare by Timothy Warner

Pg20  Victim of Deception? 1) renounce the powers unknowingly invited in our life 2) recommit oneself to the Lordship of Christ

Pg22 – KEYs: 1)live God-centered (not self-centered) 2) don’t buy into Satan’s lies about life and substitute his kind of power for God’s power

Pg30 – “Because unbelievers pour scorn on an  idea does not thereby make it untrue.” –AND- “Because one’s worldview does not include angels does not prove they aren’t there.”

Pg31 – “Faith forms a shield to repulse Satan’s attacks”

Pg39 – Our tendency to FOCUS on methods, media, strategies, techniques, formulas, and the like betrays our failure to root our ministries in a reliance upon and demonstration of the power of God.

Pg44 – “Spiritual warfare does not begin with overt demonic activity. It begins the minute we set our wills to move from the power of Satan to God and walk in His truth. The bolder our steps of faith and obedience, the more the enemy  is motivated to try to get us off-track. His aim is to neutralize us in terms of effective witness – to keep us from living lives that bring glory to God.”

Pg45 – Do NOT be afraid of using power! This familiar statement is a lie: “power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”  1) only God has absolute power and it does not corrupt Him. 2) power is an essential part of life and used properly it does not corrupt 3) any kind of power can be misused, but it is not the power itself which corrupts – it is a fascination with, an inordinate desire for, or a misuse of power which corrupts. ---continued on pg47: Satan will deceive some people into seeking power from wrong motivations and into using it for wrong purposes. THIS is what leads to the idea that power corrupts. Then the devil will get people to overreact to the misuse of power and to accept a relatively powerless life as normal.

Pg46 – “The Christian life is the exciting process of trying to keep your balance.”

Pg49 – BALANCE – the devil sends errors into the world in pairs of opposites, and encourages us to spend lots of time thinking about which is worse. You see why of course. He relies on our extra dislike of the one error to draw us gradually into the opposite one. We have to keep our eyes on the goal and go straight through between both errors. We have no other concern than that with either of them.

“To add to the confusion, everyone likes to think that his or her view is the balanced one. The problem often comes from a wrong definition of the extremes. To those at one extreme, the center seems like the other extreme, and the apparent balance is still pretty far in one direction.” LIKEWISE when looking at someone’s balanced view from our own extreme position … their “balanced view would be labeled extreme.”

Pg50 – Our Role?  We have something to do in the battle! We need ACTIVE FAITH and COURAGEOUS OBEDIENCE

Pg 57 – a good page – the CROSS  is the basis of my victory

Pg59 – OVERLY ANALYTICAL - “We have a strong tendency to want to analyze everything and place the parts in neat, mutually exclusive categories. So we ask questions like, How do you know whether it is the world, the flesh, or the devil? My response is that most situations will involve some of each element to some extent.”

Pg 63 – “Satan’s lies are so deceptive, however, that there is no recognition of where they come from.”

Pg65 – “Emotions are a very real and important part of our lives, and we need to know how to live with them. However, we must NEVER allow them to be THE CRITERIA for TRUTH or for spiritual maturity or even for the success of a “worship” service.”

Pg71 – “we must resist the devil and command that he depart” --- God is likely to say to us something like this: “I have delegated to you the authority you need to resist the enemy. Use that authority.”

Pg72 – “Our first experience of dealing with a demonized person was in the form of a direct challenge to us. The young lady had been referred to us by a counselor because her symptoms were simply no t yielding to normal Christian counseling. In this case we began by testing her ability to speak in tongues (a spiritual gift often counterfeited by the enemy); and when we asked the spirit giving her the tongue whether is confessed that Jesus Christ was God’s Son come in the flesh, a voice quite different from that of this diminutive young lady said, “I’m strong; you can’t get me.” My answer was “That’s right, I can’t. But Christ can, and in His name I command you to leave her.” If I were to repeat that situation today, I would probably help the young woman exercise the authority herself, based on her own relationship to Christ. But whether done by the counselor or the counselee, it is imperative that we be prepared to act with authority when necessary.”

Pg 74 – “AUTHORITY IS DELEGATED POWER. Whenever we assume that the right to exercise authority resides in us personally we are in trouble. No one is competent to exercise authority until he has first learned to live under authority. ALL AUTHORITY FLOWS FROM GOD. That is why James 4:7 says, “Submit yourselves, then to God … [then] resist the devil and he will flee from you” “

“There will always be DANGERS with the possible misuse of the concept of authority. As we have noted, a person may come to believe that the authority actually resides in himself or herself. Thus, in dealing with demons it is important that we understand clearly that we operate on delegated authority.”

Pg 76- CURSE ON CHURCH or CHURCH SERVICE: “A pastor called me to secure help with counseling a demonized person who had come to him. But in the course of our talking with each other, he told me there was a strange pall or spirit of heaviness in their services which they could not account for ever since they had gone to that church. Then they discovered that some people who had become involved in occult activity and who had refused the counsel of the church in relation to it had become hostile toward the church and had put curses on it with their occult powers. When the pastor and his elders claimed the power of the Cross against this curse and rededicated their building and ground to the glory of God, they reported that the change of spirit in the service the next Sunday was {unbelievable.” “

Pg80 – “it would be impossible to be owned and controlled by Satan and have a saving relationship with Christ at the same time. So if the question is “Can a Christian be demon-possessed?” the answer is clearly NO.”

pg84 - "The point to be made is that logic based on physical analogies fails us when we are dealing with the spirit world."

"The human brain is clearly part of the physical body, and it will remain with the body after death. It is, however, the control room for all the rest of the body, and whoever controls IT controls the body.'  The issue at hand is the degree to which I control it by my own psyche, the Holy Spirit controls it through my submission to him, or a demon controls it through the lies which he deceives me into believing. We generally understand that the more healthy I am in my thinking the more healthy will be the expressions of my life through my body. This is why we are admonished by Solomon, "Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life" (prov 4:23)

LOTS OF NOTES IN THE BOOK AT THIS POINT

Note: the word in PROV 4:23 can be translated HEART or MIND

"If we are believers, the Holy Spirit becomes a significant part of our lives to the extent that we do not "grieve" Him (EPH 4:30). This influence may range from help with the most basic processes of life to the supernatural gifting exhibited by Jonathan Goforth in China [he received the ability to speak Chinese overnight]

pg 85 - "Evil spirits can tempt us by "introducing" thoughts into our minds. Satan even did that with Jesus. …. so the issue is not whether a demon is in my body causing some undesirable activity, but whether it has access to my MIND through MY FAILURE to use MY DEFENSES against it.  We are talking about the relationship between my spirit, the Holy Spirit, and an evil spirit. That is not a spatial matter. It is a spiritual one, and the location of the demon - inside or outside - is NOT the real issue. The issue is, to whom do I yield control?"

EZE 38:10 - "thoughts will come into your mind"

1COR 2:11 -  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him?

pg88 - NO WORDS WOULD COME OUT!!! ******************

story of a young lady missionary who became physically debilitated and became extremely discouraged. The morning she was deciding to just give up being a Christian, the Lord said to her, "Why don't you fast and pray and cast them out?" She knew very little about dealing with demons, but she decided she had nothing to lose but her problem; so she decided to try. Her first attempts at prayer were futile. NO WORDS WOULD COME OUT. She therefore decided to write a basic command against demons on a card and read it every 30 minutes during the day. After reading it the first time, she was able to pray; and she went through the day reading her Bible, praying, and reading her command to the demons every 30 minutes. By the end of the day she was a new person. She said, "the change was so great, I could hardly take it." Yet it was a week before she could accept the fact that her healing was real and permanent."

VOICE SPEAKING TO HIM OF HIS DEMISE *****************[re: my mind and/or prostate cancer / losing breath]

A pastor in one of my classes was developing the symptoms of a crippling disease. He had been through all of the standard medical tests, but the doctor said he could find no scientific confirmation that he actually had the disease. A TIP-OFF that this might be more than a medical problem cam in the form of a VOICE that told him every time he saw someone in a wheelchair, "Five years from now, that's you." It is now five years later, and the pastor is carrying on a full ministry with no signs of the disease. His route to freedom was in taking back the ground the demons claimed in the form of broken family relationships. When that was done, their power was gone and he was free. [but HOW did he do this??]

pg 90 SEXUAL APPETITES

There can be little doubt these days that Satan and his army of demons are making an all-out attack on Christian workers in the area of sexual appetites, and it seems that no one is immune from this. The world provides plenty of stimuli in the wrong direction on this subject, and the devil is glad to take full advantage of the situation. Add to this equation the fact that few Christians are aware of the spiritual dimensions to this battle. Many think it is just a matter of the flesh and that THEY HAVE THAT AREA OF THEIR LIVES UNDER CONTROL. … All too many have LET DOWN THEIR GUARD because they have become overconfident and thus vulnerable.   [never let my guard down!]

[example: a missionary was having perverted sexual thoughts] "I asked if they were his thoughts - if he liked them and dreamed them up. He said that, on the contrary, he hated them. "Then where do you think they come from?" I asked. He had never considered that these thoughts might be coming from an enemy. I told him how to REJECT them, REFUSE to won them or let them control him, and to RESIST the spirit sending them on the basis of his position in Christ."

pg94 [re: spirits causing sleep problems]

… they noticed occult objects in the room. … "Apparently some of the spirits associated with those objects had attached themselves to the room and its furnishings. They prayed, commanding the spirits to leave, and that night the new missionary slept normally…"

pg 95 [re: spirits causing a boy to choke his dog]

"… further questioning revealed that something had come down from the tree, taken his hands, and forced him to choke the dog. The missionary began taking the demon's presence seriously, and the next time this happened he and his wife commanded the demon in the name of Jesus to leave and asked God to put a hedge of protection around them. That solved their problem."

pg 99 ATTACKS ON THE MIND

"Related to, and indeed lying behind all of the areas of encounter we have discussed, is the human psyche and especially the mind. This is the REAL battleground in most instances."  [devil may put thoughts into our minds - but we are responsible for what we do with those thoughts]

"Fallen angels CANNOT act directly upon the will, but they can and do act upon the imaginations, thoughts, emotions and desires."

pg100 - "Feelings are a very real part of our lives, but they are not the test of truth or of spirituality."

pg101 - regarding the thoughts Satan sends us - we can say, "I recognize where that thought came from, and since it is not from God I reject it. I refuse to be controlled by it." ……. This truth has special application to interpersonal relations.

pg 104 [regarding a curse from a witch doctor] … "They renounced it in Jesus' name and commanded any demons enforcing the curse to go to the Cross to make their claim."

"the sin which probably does more damage than any other is UNFORGIVENESS and all the attitudes which surround it."

pg105 - "To choose NOT to forgive is to choose to allow someone other than the Lord to control our life. It is to choose to be a victim when Christ wants to set us free."

"Forgiveness is a choice we make based on the clear teaching of Scripture that we are to forgive from our hearts (Mat 6:14,15; 18:35; Eph 4:32) and on the logic that the BITTERNESS of unforgiveness does much more harm to the one who holds the bitterness than to the one they refuse to forgive.  One of the big problems for most people with forgiveness is what to do with the hurt. We cannot pretend that the hurt is not there. It exists, and it will not go away by wishing.  The choice we have is whether we are going to go on allowing that hurt to control our lives. Foregiveness says, "I will accept the hurt as part of the price of forgiving, and I will trust the Lord to give me the grace needed to cope with it."  … Many people want to say, "God, take the hurt away and I will forgive." But God says, "you forgive, and I will deal with the hurt."  Satan will try to tell you that because you have decided to forgive but can still feel the hurt at times, you have not really forgiven. That is another of his LIES."

Pg 106 – “I distinctly remember forgetting that.” --- we can simply renew our decision to forgive and get on with life in the strength of the Lord.

Key areas: “rebellion against authority, pride, self-centeredness, fleshly sin”

Pg111 – “It is all too easy to develop a defensive posture toward our spiritual enemy with an emphasis only on stopping his attacks. That may in the long run ascribe far more power to him than he deserves.

Pg 113 – “Israel never won a conflict because they had more soldiers, more effective weapons, or better strategies than the enemy. It was the Lord who made the difference EVERY TIME.”

“It appears that He never had them confront an enemy the same way twice.”

[there is no formula for success other than trusting God]

pg114 – “An open relationship with our Lord which gives us an ability to discern His leading is imperative.”

Pg 121 – renounce magical healing (part of the occult)

Pg122 – “when we fail to take seriously the work of Satan and demons and do not apply the power of the Cross against them, they continue to carry on their harassment against people even if those people have become believers. Protection is not automatic, and the demons are glad to take advantage of any weaknesses or wrong beliefs on our part.”

Pg127 – “Much harm has been done to people when well-intentioned friends have tried to claim healing for them or to cast demons out of them before they have talked with God about the case and gotten to the basis of the problem.”

Pg133 – “Prayer is where the action is. Any church without a well organized and systematicc prayer program is simplly operating a religious treadmill.” ….. it needs to be based on a correct theology and worldview.

Pg 134 – “In a sense it would be correct to say that prayer is not simply a weapon we use; it is the battle. That is why persevering prayer is so difficult for most of us.” … prayer is the ultimate weapon in the battle we are engaged in.

Pg139 – “the most powerful kind of praying is praise.” ….. “it is a supremely positive kind of praying in the form of affirmations of the sovereign power of God, the unending nature of His love and the victory of Calvary over all God’s enemies.

Pg 140 – “when God commissions a church or missionary team to minister in a particular location, that church or those missionaries and the prayer team ministering with them can claim the authority of our Lord through intercessory prayer over every spirit of the enemy claiming THAT territory for Satan. “

Pg143 – “we may be winning or losing, but there is no way to declare neutrality.”

