Notes: Discipline of Service (chapter 9 of book: Celebration of Discipline)

Pg128 – self-righteous service is not true service … self-righteous service requires external rewards … it needs to know that people appreciate the effort … it is concerned about results … it eagerly waits to see if the person served will reciprocate in kind. It becomes bitter when the results fall below expectations.

Pg130 – more than any other single way, the grace of humility is worked into our lives through the Discipline of service. Humility, as we all know, is one of those virtues that is never gained by seeking it. … learn to serve others.

***Pg132 – “If I do that, people will take advantage of me; they will walk all over me.” … when we choose to be a servant (rather than just be serving) we give up the right to be in charge. … if we voluntarily choose to be taken advantage of… we become available and vulnerable.

***Pg133 – the fear that we will be taken advantage of and stepped on is justified. That is exactly what may happen. But who can hurt someone who has freely chosen to be stepped on?

Pg134 – SERVICE of HIDDENNESS

Pg134 – if all of our serving is before others, we will be shallow people indeed. … Hiddenness is a rebuke to the flesh and can deal a fatal blow to pride.

Pg135 – SERVICE of SMALL THINGS

Pg136 – SERVICE of GUARDING THE REPUTATION OF OTHERS

the apostle Paul taught us to “speak evil of no one” … Guarding the reputation of others is a deep and lasting service.

Pg136 – SERVICE of BEING SERVED

FALSE HUMITY WARNING:

There is the service of being served. When Jesus began to wash the feet of those he loved, Peter refused. He would never let his Master stoop to such a menial service on his behalf. It sounds like a statement of humility; in reality it was an act of veiled pride. Jesus’ service was an affront to Peter’s concept of authority. If Peter had been the master, he would not have washed feet! … Those who, out of pride, refuse to be served are failing to submit to the divinely appointed leadership in the kingdom of God.

Pg137 – SERVICE of COMMON COURTESY

Pg138 – SERVICE of HOSPITALITY:

This is not necessarily continually offering people coffee, cookies, napkins, etc.  It is just sitting with someone and visiting … Just a chance to be together and share – that is the stuff of hospitality.

Pg138 – SERVICE of LISTENING:

The most important requirements are compassion and patience. … often the correct answers are a hindrance to listening [just listen!] … Anyone who thinks that his time is too valuable to spend keeping quiet will eventually have no time for God and his brother.

Pg139 – SERVICE of BEARING THE BURDENS OF OTHERS

We can learn to uphold the burdens of others without being destroyed by them. … but it takes some practice so, rather than dashing out to bear the burdens of the whole world, let us begin more humbly. We can begin in some small corner somewhere and learn. Jesus will be our Teacher.

Pg139 – SERVICE of SHARING THE WORD OF LIFE WITH ONE ANOTHER

Bring back any word we receive from God and share it with others. This is a gracious service to be rendered for no individual can hear all that God wants to say. We are dependent upon one another to receive the full counsel of God. The smallest member can bring us a word – we dare not despise the service. It is, of course, a fearful thing to proclaim these words to each other. The fact that God speaks to us does not guarantee that we rightly understand the message. We often mix our word with God’s word. … but we must not draw back from this service for it is desperately needed today.

