Notes – Chapter 3 – Discipline of Prayer (from Celebration of Disciplines)

Pg 33 – Real prayer is life creating and life changing

To pray is to change. Prayer is the central avenue God uses to transform us.

Pg35 – We should remember that God always meets us where we are and slowly moves us along into deeper things.

Pg36 – It was liberating to me to understand that prayer involved a learning process. I was set free to question, to experiment, even to fail, for I knew I was learning.

I took the Gospels and cut out every reference to prayer and pasted them onto sheets of paper. When I could read Jesus’ teaching on prayer at one sitting, I was shocked.

Pg37 – Perhaps the most astonishing characteristic of Jesus’ praying is that when he prayed for others he NEVER concluded by saying “if it be thy will”. Nor did the apostles or prophets when they were praying for others. … Their praying was so positive that it often took the form of a direct, authoritative command: “Walk” … “Be Well” … “Stand Up”. I saw that when praying for others there was evidently no room for indecisive, tentative, half-hoping, “if it be thy will” prayers.

Pg38 – If we turn on our television set and it does not work, we do not declare that there are no such things as electronic frequencies in the air or on the cable. We assume something is wrong, something we can find and correct. … It is the same with prayer. We can determine if we are praying correctly if the requests come to pass. If NOT, we look for the “BLOCK”, perhaps we are praying wrongly, perhaps something within us needs changing, perhaps there are new principles of prayer to be learned, perhaps patience and persistence are needed. We listen, make the necessary adjustments and try again.

Pg39 – We begin praying for others by first quieting our fleshly activity and listening to the silent thunder of the Lord of hosts.

Prayer is listening.

We must hear, know, and obey the will of God BEFORE we pray it into the lives of others.

Success in the small corners of life gives us authority in the larger matters.

Pg 40 – We do not pray for people as “things” but as “persons” whom we love.

The inner “yes” is the divine authorization for you to pray for the person or situation. If the idea is accompanied with a sense of DREAD, then probably you should set it aside. God will lead someone else to pray for the matter.

The reason that God answers prayer is because his children ask.

Jesus taught us to pray for daily bread. Have you ever noticed that children ask for lunch in utter confidence that it will be provided. They have no need to stash away today’s sandwiches for fear none will be available tomorrow. As far as they are concerned, there is an endless supply of sandwiches. Children do not find it difficult or complicated to talk to their parents, nor do they feel embarrassed to bring the simplest need to their attention. Neither should we hesitate to bring the simplest requests confidently to the Father.

Pg41 – Imagination often opens the door to faith.

Pg42 – Let me insert a word of caution at this point. We are not trying to conjure up something in our imagination that is not so. Nor are we trying to manipulate God and tell him what to do. Quite the opposite. We are asking God to TELL US what to do.

Pg43 – “coincidences” occur much more frequently when we pray.

Pg44 – Ask Christ to flow through your hands on the sleeping child. Ask Christ to flow through your hands healing every emotional trauma and hurt feeling your child experience that day. Fill him or her with the peace and joy of the Lord.

Pg45 – We must never wait until we FEEL like praying before we pray for others.  Prayer is like any other work … It is NOT prayer IN ADDITION to work, but prayer simultaneous with work … prayer and action become wedded.

