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Warning to myself was embodied in this book:  Don’t focus on the enemy or his strategies.  Do focus on the positive – Jesus!

pg 7 - (regarding spiritual mapping prayers)

"In this method of prayer, however, there is a danger that the continual focus on an area's sinfulness and the spiritual forces of darkness behind the problems may have a negative impact on intercessors."

(This applies to me because I can see how it would indeed have a negative impact on me)

pg 7 – warning that we may lose our perspective and no longer see beauty

"When the focus of prayer is consistently placed on what is wrong in an area, we tend to develop eyes that see only the corruption, and we may lose our sense of the beautiful."

It was only two years ago that I discovered beauty. I had to practice looking for it and was happy if I found it even just once every few days. I asked someone to specifically point out beauty to me to help me to see it. So ... I definitely need to emphasize seeing the beauty.

Pg 97 – don’t focus inordinately on strategies of the evil one

“I believe this anxiety arises in the hearts of believers who focus inordinately on the strategies of the evil one, on how much is wrong and needs to be set right.”

Pg 98 – don’t focus on the devil rather than the majesty and power of God

“It seems that while we have taken seriously the matter of recognizing the devil and standing against him, the models we have chosen by which to do that have tended to focus more on the devil than on the majesty and power of God.”

Pg 99 – acknowledging the work of the evil one can actually release his work

“I want to suggest that there is a NEGATIVE application of faith that releases the work of the evil one even as positive and believing faith releases the power of God. When one comes into agreement with the agenda of the evil one in a given situation, a negative power is released.” [see 2Kings 3]

pg 100 – focus on Satan’s power = it LOOMS LARGE = inviting dangerous possibility of being my own worst enemy

“When believers, in the name of doing spiritual warfare, become focused on Satan’s power, the strength of the evil one begins to loom large before them. Then when we try to resist him, we find ourselves intimidated and on the way to defeat. I believe this negative focus can intensify the experience of warfare. We become what we behold, and in the gazing is the power of transformation. The chilling reality is spoken from the Lord’s own mouth: “if the light that is in you is darkness, then how great the darkness!” To become focused on the power of the evil one is to invite the dangerous possibility of becoming one’s own worst enemy.”

Pg 116 – Prodigal Son parable – the father did not curse, bind or rail against – he simply spoke the truth over his son

“He didn’t curse the pig smell. He didn’t bind the spirit of the city. He didn’t rail against those who cooperated with his son’s demise. He simply spoke truth over his son and commanded his servants to do the same. The boy was restored through the tearing down of an old and evil stronghold and the rebuilding of a new and holy one.”

Pg 117 – intercession over a city is NOT rebuking the enemy or addressing demonic powers. There is not ONE Biblical example of that strategy.

“My task of intercession over my city does NOT consist of rebuking enemy activity by addressing the demonic powers and thei8r agenda. There is not one biblical example of that strategy being employed. Now make no mistake: I am fully aware that these powers are real and that they have an agenda. I simply want no part of their agenda. My task as an intercessor is to determine what is in the Lord's heart and mind regarding Kansas City and to come to agreement with what He has said He intends to do.”

Pg 118 – take note of the enemy as prompted by the Holy Spirit but don’t FOCUS on it.

“This is how spiritual warfare ought to be done – from a place of confidence and partnership, not from fear and anxiety. If the Holy Spirit speaks to us about something the enemy is planning, we should take note of it, but NEVER to the extent that the enemy’s agenda becomes the FOCUS of our energy. Let’s allow the agenda of the Lord to become and remain the center of our attention.”

Pg 119 – Jesus never rebuked a principality over a city; rather He spoke blessings over individuals. Jesus did not focus on overcoming darkness; rather He focused on bringing light.

“Jesus never rebuked a principality over a city. Rather, He spoke blessing over the lives of individuals, saw them with heavenly eyes and called them to live according to their identity in God. I am convinced that Jesus’ ministry was NOT focused on overcoming darkness, but on bring light. He called Himself the Light of the world, not the defeater of darkness. Darkness is a nonentity. It is the absence of something. It is not something to be overpowered, but rather something that will be dissipated as the Word of God illuminates the hearts of human beings.”

Pg 217 – focus on the glory and power of the Lord – not on our troubles

“I tell you, this mother experienced tremendous release in her heart because her prayer was no longer focused on the troublesome issues her kids were facing, but on the glory and power of the Lord to have His way with her children. It’s a marvelous way to pray.”

