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1 Peter 2:9

“9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light…”

· This is huge!  In Jewish times, there was no such thing as a royal priesthood, as a kingly priesthood.  God, renew my mind so that I get this; transform me!

Chapter 5:  A Meeting

· Hebrew for “intercession” is “paga”.  The first meaning of this we’ll look at means “to meet”.

· This can be a meeting for reconciliation of others to God, or a meeting with the enemy to confront and break evil.

1.  A meeting with God for Reconciliation

· Ps 85:10 – “Lovingkindness and truth have met together.  Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.”   This is a Messianic verse, pointing to the cross.  Not only is God holy and righteous and true, but He is a God of love.  His lovingkindness endures forever.  God has a dilemma:  His holiness requires judgment, but His mercy wants to forgive.  How does God satisfy both of these things?

· In one act, one stroke of wisdom, God satisfied both the demands of truth and fulfilled God’s mercy and desire for forgiveness.  “Righteousness and peace have kissed each other…”
· God wants to release the fruit of this meeting, when he brought the above things together, to the Church.  When God brought these things together, so were God and man brought together.

· Our prayers of intercession release His work of intercession and cause a meeting between God and man. 

· God wants to meet your family, to meet your neighbors, to meet your friends…

· “Now will somebody, with some praying intercession, go and enact that meeting” [between God and the one to whom we desire Him to be reconciled]?

· We can create meetings between God and man!
2.   Confronting Evil – Breaking (“The Bear Anointing”)

· Warfare is inherent in the word “intercession”.

· Luo:  legal and physical definitions.  Legal:  springs from the courtroom, meaning a) to pronounce or determine that something is no longer bound; b) to dissolve or void a contract or something which legally binds.  When you forgive someone, it’s a legal thing - you become freed and literally released from that person.  Physical:  a) dissolve, b) to loose something that is tied up and bound. 

· 1 John 3:8 – That he might luo (pronounce, determine) that we are no longer bound by the devil. His works are dissolved.  He unleashed His fire.

· Psalm 68:1-2 - Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered, And let those who hate Him flee before Him. 2 As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; As wax melts before the fire, So let the wicked perish before God. 

· The Church must meet the powers of darkness, to enforce and to represent Jesus.  In any case where we break the hold of the enemy on someone else and enforce the victory of Calvary, we create paga.
· Jesus said, as far as the legal transaction of heaven is concerned, man is no longer bound – we are not the head anymore, but He is.  He undid the contract and broke the headship of the serpent over us.  We must meet with the powers of darkness and enforce the victory of Calvary.
· Don’t be ignorant (don’t ignore) the enemy!  Don’t be an unbeliever concerning the enemy!  (However, don’t become demon-conscious, either – stay God-conscious.)
· Sooner or later, after continuing to meet with the enemy, his power will break and we will see the result we are seeking.  Often, it takes persistence, coming back again and again!  Every time we come back, we’re weakening the enemy a little bit.
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