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Chapter 8

What does it mean to wrestle?

· Eph. 6:12 

· II Cor 10:4

· “Wrestle” in these verses (and spiritual warfare in general) doesn’t mean to re-defeat the enemy – he’s already defeated!  We have to reinforce the victory of Calvary.

Why is it necessary to wrestle?

· God couldn’t have put final judgment on Satan without doing it to the rest of His Kingdom, the earth and people included, and He hasn’t been ready to do this yet.

· Heb 2:14 – 14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil… 

· “Destroy” – katargeo; to render inactive, to spoil, to void a contract (the same as luo in 1 John 3:8)

· 1 John 3:8 - 8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 

· Col 1:13 – He transferred us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us to the Kingdom of His beloved Son…

· Nowhere in the Scriptures does it say that we are immune to the power of the enemy.  Power is not the issue – the issue is authority, the right to do something, which the enemy gained from Adam.  Jesus did not take away Satan’s power (Satan has all the inherent power he always did), but rather He came to take away Satan’s authority over believers in Christ.
· Satan still has power, he simply has no legal right (authority) to use it on those who make Jesus Lord.  Satan is a roaring lion, but Jesus took away the lion’s right to use his teeth on believers.  Satan still has his teeth, though….
With whom do we wrestle?

· Eph 6:12 - 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

· Spiritual wickedness in high places – causing evil or pain to others; evil in nature or quality, poneros

· Examples:  
1. Healing – Mk 9:17, 25; Lk 13:11 (the woman who was bent over from a spirit of infirmity)
2. Paul’s Ministry Hindered – 1 Thes 2:18 (he wanted to come to the Thessalonians, but Satan thwarted him); Rom 15:22 (he was often hindered from coming to the Romans)
3. False Teachings – 1 Tim 4:1; James 3:15 - false teachings come from demons
4. Prayer Hindered – Dan 12:12-13; Ezek 28:1-10 – Prince of Tyre, man; Ezek 18:11-19 – King of Tyre, Lucifer
· In many cases, much time is wasted in dealing with symptoms, conditions, individuals, problems, etc., when the cause is spiritual or demonic.

· We are not wrestling with God.  
· Luke 11:5-13 – 5 Then He said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and goes to him at midnight and says to him, "Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set before him'; 7 and from inside he answers and says, "Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.' 8 "I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will get up and give him as much as he needs. 9 So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened. 11 Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give him a snake instead of a fish, will he? 12 Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give him a scorpion, will he? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?"

· “persistence” – anaideia – “bold unashamedness”; because the man had enough confidence in the relationship with his friend to go at midnight to ask, he got what he was seeking.  This is the same word as is used in the verse, “approach the throne of grace with boldness”…
· We do not persist in prayer to overcome God’s reluctance – we storm the gates of Hell, not Heaven!  We can’t talk God into something that’s not His will. (ref. Balaam the donkey)
· Genesis 32:22-32 - 22 Now he arose that same night and took his two wives and his two maids and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok.  23 He took them and sent them across the stream. And he sent across whatever he had. 24 Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob's thigh was dislocated while he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, "Let me go, for the dawn is breaking." But he said, "I will not let you go unless you bless me." 27 So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob." 28 He said, "Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God and with men and have prevailed." 29 Then Jacob asked him and said, "Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?" And he blessed him there. 30 So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he said, "I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been preserved." 31 Now the sun rose upon him just as he crossed over Penuel, and he was limping on his thigh. 32 Therefore, to this day the sons of Israel do not eat the sinew of the hip which is on the socket of the thigh, because he touched the socket of Jacob's thigh in the sinew of the hip. 

· Jacob was after something that God didn’t want him to have, and this is the reason that the wrestling went all night.  He was a schemer, a trickster – he wanted to go and get Esau’s birthright.  He was after the blessing of protection, but God was after a nature change in this man.  God wanted to transform him from Jacob to Israel.
· Do you really think that Jacob could have held his own with an angel all night?
· The angel wanted to bring Jacob to a revelation of who he was – “What is your name?”
· The Amplified says, “In shock of realization, he said, ‘Jacob’ (schemer, trickster).’”
· God said, “Finally, I can deal with this.  From now on, your name is Israel, and I can get on with the business of blessing you and blessing the rest of the nations with you.”
· God is your friend.  We cannot wrestle with Him to get what He doesn’t want to give us – He will always get His way in this.  We wrestle against the powers of darkness, not against the Lord.
Chapter 9

Paga

· Intercession, “to fall upon, attack, strike down, cut down”

· The word for “target” in target practice is paga.

· 1 Sam 22:11-19

· 2 Sam 1:11-16

· Paga is used in the violent context of warfare in these two passages.  Intercession is the readiness of a soldier to fall upon or attack the enemy at the command of the Lord, striking and cutting him down!

The Bruising – A Scattering from a Shattering

· The Bruising of the Head – Genesis 3:15; Shuwph – “to break or smite in pieces; greatly wound or injure”; “break, bruise, crush”

· Let God Arise – Ps. 68:1; God rises and His enemies were scattered.  This is a Messianic Psalm, declaring what really took place at Calvary.  This was the warfare cry of Israel – they were told to send the Ark of the Covenant out first, with blood sprinkled on the mercy seat (type of Christ).  “Let God arise and His enemies be scattered, and let all who hate Him flee before Him!”

· An Iron Scepter – Ps. 2:7-9; raa and naphats – both mean to break into pieces; there will be such a complete victory of the Lord – the enemy will come with a focused attack but will be scattered in seven different directions.

The Treading – Kings Under Foot

· Joshua 10:22-27 - 22 Then Joshua said, "Open the mouth of the cave and bring these five kings out to me from the cave." 23 They did so, and brought these five kings out to him from the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 24 When they brought these kings out to Joshua, Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said to the chiefs of the men of war who had gone with him, "Come near, put your feet on the necks of these kings." So they came near and put their feet on their necks. 25 Joshua then said to them, "Do not fear or be dismayed! Be strong and courageous, for thus the LORD will do to all your enemies with whom you fight." 26 So afterward Joshua struck them and put them to death, and he hanged them on five trees; and they hung on the trees until evening. 27 It came about at sunset that Joshua gave a command, and they took them down from the trees and threw them into the cave where they had hidden themselves, and put large stones over the mouth of the cave, to this very day. 

· “Joshua” – “The Lord is Salvation”; the Hebrew equivalent of Jesus.  Joshua was to be a type of Christ, with his taking the Israelites into their inheritance a type of Jesus taking us into ours.
· Joshua laid their enemies down and trampled them underfoot; he invited the soldiers to put their feet on the necks of their enemies.  This is an extremely literal picture of Jesus treading His enemies underfoot and inviting us up into this work with Him.
· Darak – Joshua 1:3; “to tread or trample with the feet; especially to read the winepress in order to break the fruit and express the wine or oil”
· Whatever we are willing to take, He will give…
· Yaresh – twofold meaning:  1) legally an heir, and 2) military invasion for the purpose of seizing and settling in the land.
· Wrapped up in yaresh is the word “possess” in Joshua – God is saying, “Here is the land.  I am giving it to you; now you GO, take it, and possess it!”  Isn’t this exactly what Jesus says to us about what He has legally given to us – that we have to take our spiritual weapons and go get what He’s given?
· Luke 10:19 – pateo; “tread”, to trample on (the darak of the NT)
· Christ has shattered and scattered the enemy through the cross.  When the Church rises in her authority, wielding the scepter He has given her, this bruising of the enemy is reenacted time and time again, accomplishing the purposes of God on the earth.

The Demolition

· 2 Cor 4:4 - 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

· “Blinded the minds of the unbeliever” – “blinded” (kalupsis) means veiled, covered, hidden; there is a veil over the minds of unbelievers that prevents them from seeing the Gospel.  The things of the Spirit are foolishness to them before they have the Spirit of God – they cannot see and they cannot understand.  
· 1 Cor 2:14; 14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

· The more that man glorifies knowledge (which began happening with the Fall of man), the more the things of God are moron-ish to man.
· Unbelievers do not see what we see; they do not hear what we hear.  They do not understand because they cannot understand.  They cannot see it clearly until something happens.  What needs to happen?
· They must have an unveiling – an apokalupsis – “apocalypse” (meaning “revelation”) comes from this word.  What is a revelation?
· Until the unbeliever receives a genuine revelation from the Spirit of God, he will remain veiled from the Gospel.  Information is of the mind; revelation is of the heart.  Spiritual power is only released through revelation knowledge.
· We need to function more in revelation knowledge we have, rather than information knowledge (i.e. of the Word of God).
· You can know the written Word of God very well but not have life – life comes only from revelation knowledge of the written Word of God.  Information can come instantly, but revelation comes only through a process.
· All truth comes to you in seed form.  Revelation comes from a process of growth unto fruition.
· Photizo – “enlightenment”; the word “light” in the verse 2 Cor 4:4 comes from this root word.  The light, the illumination, of the Gospel can’t get in – the illuminating effect of the Gospel can’t get in with the image of Christ.
· They (the unbelievers) initially need illumination, enlightenment; this light comes in with an image – an image of the glory of Christ.

· How does the God of this world blind their minds?

· The word “mind” in this verse does not literally mean “mind” (noua), but rather the deduction of the mind (noema) – “the product of the mind, the deduction, that which is thought out or reasoned”
· Included in this term noema is the concept of pride – this is the same sin that Satan passed on to Adam and Eve at the Fall, the sin of exalting self, of exalting our own wishes, lusts, desires…
· With people who reject the Gospel, you can always trace this rejection back to pride.
· This pride is stronger in men – that which was stronger in men in its pure form before the Fall is that which became strongest in men after the Fall….
· This is an important key in knowing how to pray for people, and especially men.

· Once the veil is lifted, enlightenment has come, the person is brought to repentance – metanoia, a change of heart.
· Epistrepho is the word for “to turn and go the other way”.  Metanoia means “a change of mind, to get a new understanding”.
· Metanoia comes first and is a result of revelation.  After metanoia, then you can effectively, with God’s transformation in your life, have a change of direction and go the other way (epistrepho).

· When people try to go the other way without a change of heart, there is no real transformation…3-5 people out of every 100 who come to Christ actually experience a change of heart and a real life transformation.
· 2 Cor 10:3-5 - 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God (that keep men from finding Him), and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 

· We will never win the unbeliever through persuasion, wonderful oratory, etc. – we must learn to war in the Spirit.
· The more we decide to use human methods, the harder they will get (usually) because of the pride within them.
· On the other hand, God’s weapons in us are MIGHTY for pulling down strongholds.  Dunatos – mighty, the power of the Holy Spirit that comes to us – specifically, this word adds the dimension of power released, power in action.  It is often translated “miracle” – not just power sitting there, but power that’s done something.  It’s also translated “ability” – the external or outward expression of power.  When this power is released, it makes something impossible, possible!
· You don’t have the ability to do this on your own, but God says He’ll give us His ability (dunatos) – you are not forceful enough, but God will give us His power, His force!  With our weapons, this is impossible, but God makes it possible.
· 2 Cor 10:5 – “destroying speculations” – a slightly different word from “pulling down strongholds”.
· The Holy Spirit is telling us in more detail what this stronghold is – there are things that compose the stronghold that we can go after one by one in the unbeliever, until the stronghold is pulled down entirely.
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