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Chapter 7: Holy Spirit Help (cont.)

Holy Spirit Hovering (Supernatural Childbirth)

· Context for Romans 8:18-28 is travail

· 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 27 and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 

1) Creation groans and travails

2) We groan and travail

3) The Spirit groans and travails

-    “Groanings” – stenagmos; there are times when my spirit and the Holy Spirit within me  

      look for expression outside of my understanding and ability.

· Spiritual travail – the Holy Spirit giving birth to something; the new birth, the new creation.  His power is released through us, but He is the birthing agent of the Godhead (the Spirit).

· Travailing prayer is intercession which releases the Holy Spirit to bring forth new birth, to create.  

· When Paul uses the term “travail”, he is not using a term to describe what happens to us physically.  This term is used to describe what is happening spiritually – that something new is being birthed truly.

· When you think of spiritual travail, don’t think of the flesh, of the physical happenings.  Too often, no one thinks of what’s happening in the Spirit.

· You cannot judge what is happening in the Spirit by what you see in the natural.

The Birthing Energies of God

· The Holy Spirit is the power source of the Godhead – He gives life and substance to the will of God in a given situation.

Genesis 1:2 – In the beginning, the earth was without form and void, and the Spirit of God was moving over the waters.

· “without form”: desolation, waste; a desert, lifeless, sterile

· “Moved upon”, “was moving over”: the brooding of the Spirit (root = breed); “offspring, progeny; that which is bred or produced”

· “Brood” is a good translation of “moved upon”.  When the Holy Spirit is moving or hovering, He’s bringing forth life.

· The literal picture of “brooding” is that of a bridegroom hovering over his bride as they embark upon consummation of their marriage.

· At creation, the Holy Spirit released His creative energies with the words of Jesus and gave birth to what He spoke.  The Scriptures elsewhere call this travail.

Psalm 90:2 - 2 Before the mountains were born Or You gave birth to the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.

Isaiah 66:7-8 – 7 "Before she travailed, she brought forth; before her pain came, she gave birth to a boy. 8 Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? Can a land be born in one day? Can a nation be brought forth all at once?” 

· The two words used in these two verses are the same words used in the Genesis 1:2 verse (to describe what the Holy Spirit brought forth at creation) – this lends that this is the same things God wants to do through us, His people.

Deuteronomy 32

· This chapter (says Sheets) talks about Abraham and Sarah.  The Holy Spirit came when there was barrenness, lifelessness in Sarah; He hovered over the bodies of Abraham and Sarah and He literally renewed and healed their bodies.  They were able to bring forth life – a child!

· It was after this that one of the kings came along and wanted to take Sarah for his wife – this ‘old lady’ got such an overhaul from God that another man wanted her for himself!

· Abraham had other children after Isaac – he married someone else after Sarah and had more children.

Luke 1:35 – “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you…”

· “overshadow” – episkiazo; the Greek counterpart for “hovering” – “to cast a shade upon; to envelope in a haze of brilliancy”

· The Holy Spirit hovered over Mary as He did the earth at creation, and He released His creative energy to form/conceive the Christ in her.

· This word is used three times in the NT – in Luke 1:35; with Jesus at the transfiguration (Mt 17:5); in Acts when people tried to get close to Peter because his shadow falling on someone brought healing (Acts 5:15).

Romans 8:11 - 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.
Christ’s Travail

Lazarus – John 11:33-44

· vs. 33 – “deeply moved in the spirit and was troubled”

· vs. 35 – “Jesus wept” – intercession

· vs. 38 – “again groaning within Himself” – the same word was used as in vs. 33 for groaning

· vs. 41 – “Thou has heart me” – He was in prayer, intercession

Gethsemane

· Christ’s intercessional redemption of man began with His travail in the garden.  This was a fulfillment of Isaiah 53:11.  It was here that redemption was begun and that the victory of the entire ordeal was won. “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death.”
· “even unto death” – thanatos; means more than physical death, but physical death as a result of penalty of sin – the sin of the world was already coming upon Him in Gethsemane!  “Let this cup pass from me!” – Christ’s death was already beginning.

The Church’s Travail

· Through our prayers, God wants to give vent to His creative, birthing energies through us! (pg. 33 in notes)
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