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Chapter 1, “Man’s Role on the Earth”

· Satan obtained dominion over the earth through MAN.  

· “Ruler of this world” – “archon” – means “first in rank and power”; Jesus used this word talking about Satan.  Jesus recognized the fact that Satan had become high-ranking.  

· The Hebrew counterpart is “rosh”; first used in Genesis 3:15 after the Fall.  “Rosh” means “headship, number one in rank”.  Before the Fall, Adam was the “rosh”; after the Fall, God told Satan He was going to crush his “rosh” – and this sent Satan on a 4000-year journey to figure out how God was going to do it!

· Man’s dominion over the world was so complete and final that he had full authority to give it away.
· So complete was this that God had to get back what Adam gave away again through man – thus, the Incarnation.

· Nothing is weightier than this decision that God made.  This decision, as well, was eternal – Jesus had to forever become one of us to do this!

· Man was forever to be the link to the authority over the earth!  This is the reason for the necessity of prayer.
· He waits for us to involve Him, for us to choose Him.  He involves Himself through us.  “Is there someone here who cares what I’m doing?”  When we say yes, He says, “Alright then!”  And then He moves.

· God was going to honor His decision in the start of this thing to give man authority over the earth.  

· This life is about God and mankind, for better or worse, doing this together.

· Our asking somehow releases God to do the things that are already in His will to do.

· More often than not, we are not waiting for God – He is waiting for us.

Elijah

· 1 Kings 18, James 5 – story of the drought in Israel, and after 3 ½ years of this, Elijah prayed, and God sent rain.  Elijah’s prayers also stopped the rain.

· God gave Israel a physical picture of their spiritual dryness through this circumstance.  

· The NT calls Elijah’s prayers “effectual fervent prayer”.

· This prophet knew the ways of God well enough to know that although this was God’s will and God’s timing, God was waiting for a human will to involve Him.  

· What we typically do when we get a promising word from God is to shift into relax mode.  God is not announcing His will so we can sit back and relax – He’s doing it because then we can ask, and He can do what He wants to do!

· When we get words of prophecy and we don’t see them come to pass, we too often call them false words – when really, we just didn’t grab ahold of it and ask God to put it into reality.

Daniel

· Jeremiah 25 and 29; Daniel 9

· Jeremiah prophesied a captivity of 70 years for the people of Israel, and then he spoke about the pending deliverance and release from captivity for the people.

· Daniel, when he realized that those 70 years were about over, he humbled himself in sackcloth and ashes, fasting, repenting on behalf of himself and the nation, and he asked God to do what He wanted to do.

· God doesn’t always get His way - He is not always in charge of everything that happens on the earth.  There are hundreds and thousands of things that happen every day that are not the will of God.

Ezekiel 22:30-31

· “And I searched for a man among them who should build up the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, so that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.  Thus, I have poured out my indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; their way I have brought upon their heads,” says the Lord God.

· Since He couldn’t find a man willing, His mercy and judgment demanded that He destroy them.  
· God does not always get His way.
Matthew 6:10

· “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done…”

· These are in the imperative sense – commands.  A better translation is this:  “Kingdom – COME! Will of God – BE!”
· We can’t command God, but we can command FOR God.  We are to be submitted to the headship of Jesus, and we are simply to present again the will of God.

· “I’ve got to have someone down there who understands My ways, so that I can get involved down there!”  Who will be bold enough to say, “COME!  BE!”?

Matthew 16:18-19

· Here is a careful amplification of Jesus’ words:  “Whatever you may, at any time, encounter of Hell’s counsels, which I am declaring that My Church shall prevail against, you will then face a decision as to whether you will or won’t bind it.”

· When you decide to bind it on earth, you will find that it has already been done in heaven.

· God is ready to back such decisions up:  “It is bound.”

Amos 3:7

· God does nothing but what He first reveals to His servants, the prophets.  Why?

· So that they can bring the announcement of what God’s plan is, so His people can cooperate.

Zechariah 10:1

· “Ask for rain from the Lord, at the time of the latter rain.”

· “Time” – “eth”, the counterpart of Greek “kairos” – opportune time.  When it is the opportune time for it, God says, “Ask.”

1.  How complete was Adam’s (mankind’s) dominion over the earth?

- “Complete over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Gen 1:28) – It is important to understand that man had full authority over the earth so that man could have the authority to give it away.  Satan didn’t usurp power – he was given it.

2.  Explain how this relates to prayer.  Give an example from Scripture.

- Dominion could only be gotten back (in real time and place – because it’s already gotten back through Christ) through man, and the method of this is prayer.  We have the ability to pray in authority according to the will of God, and, “Whatever you ask, you shall receive.”

3.  Romans 8:28 – A tremendous truth or a destructive deception.  What determines which of these is   

     valid?

4.  Jesus had to be a man.  True or false?  Why?

- Yes – Jesus HAD to be a man.  If authority was given to man, who themselves chose to give authority away to another unworthy, then authority could only be gotten back through man.  
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