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“The Lightning of God” – Dutch Sheets

October 2, 2003

Pgs. 255-265 and pg. 337 on Intercession in Prayer Portions for Tuesday, Oct. 7th 

Celebration of Discipline, Chapter 3 on Prayer

· “I want a life of greater, deeper, truer prayer.”  Do I?  Am I willing to do what it takes to get there?

· Compassion is the key that will allow us to have God’s heart and to see through His eyes for the people we pray for.  When I pray for people, do I really let myself get to a place of truly caring for them?  Pray how the person you’re praying for would pray for their need.  Take the time to get centered on how God sees the person you’re praying for…

· “Compassion was an evident feature in every healing in the New Testament.  We do not pray for people as ‘things’, but as ‘persons’ whom we love.”  (pg. 40)

· “I determined to learn to pray so that my experience conformed to the words of Jesus rather than try to make his words conform to my impoverished experience.” (pg. 37)

“The Lightning of God” – Dutch Sheets

· There are three motivations for prayer:


a)  I need to pray.


b)  God needs me to pray – He asks me to co-labor with Him.


c)  For the sake of relationship.

· Somehow, God just gets things done when we’re moving out of desire for relationship with Him.

· He wants us – He just wants to be with us.  He wants me much more than what I can do for Him.

· You’ll never build a consistent prayer life if you start with a) and b) – c) is the only thing that will build consistency of prayer year after year.

· Start somewhere – with 15 quality minutes every day.  Sheets guarantees that after a while, 15 minutes won’t be enough for us…

· Intercession is not prayer at all – and we will not understand intercessory prayer unless we understand Christ as the Intercessor.

· Why does God need us to pray?  Knowing why is a motivator for us.

· “Few Christians understand the magnitude of God’s decision to make Himself dependent on man.  The implications of this decision must be understood if we are ever to take prayer seriously enough.  The plans and purposes of Jesus Christ on the earth are greatly hindered by wrong notions of the sovereignty of God.”  (pg. 2)

· “Image” – Hebrew “tselem” – means “to resemble something closely”; also means “an illusion” or “a phantom” (you think you see something, but there is really nothing there)

· Adam was so much like God that it was illusionary – (Ps. 8 – “You have made him a little lower than God.”)
· “compare”; “similar to”, “comparable to” – man was a likeness of God, similar to Him.  God was the model (prototype, pattern), and Adam was the product, compared to or comparable to God – so much so that it was illusionary!

· Why did God do this?  He wanted something more than just subjects – angels weren’t good enough for God; He wanted someone as much like Him as He could get because of His desire for communion, because He wanted family – sons and daughters!

· Hebrew “radah, kabash” – means “have dominion”, “subdue” – in a literal sense have the meaning, “to tread down, to have something under one’s feet” – a picture of authority.

· Man had the nature and spirit of God, and the charge to rule over and care for God’s creation.

· Man was “crowned with glory” – what does this mean?  “Kabowd” in Hebrew – the basic concept of this word is “to be heavy, weighty”.  It’s more than honor and esteem; God crowned man with HIS own glory!  When creation looked to man, they saw God!  Creation understood that man was the one who carried the authority!

· The Greek counterpart to “kabowd” is “doxa” – “Man is the image and glory of God” (1 Cor. 11.7).  “That appearance of a person or thing that attracts attention or causes it to be recognized for what it really is” – the key concept behind “doxa” is “recognition” – recognizing something for what it really is.  

· God put His weighty glory on Adam so that He could be recognized!  He didn’t want our attention to be transferred from Him to the messengers of His glory – when this happens, God sneaks out the back door.

· The key thought here is “recognition for the purpose of representation”.

· Adam was God’s representative here on the planet.

· “Representation” comes from Latin “re” and “presento” – “re” means “again” and “presento” means “present”.  The concept, then is to “present again, to represent”.  

· Webster’s definition of “represent”:  “To exhibit the image and counterpart of; to speak and act with authority on the part of; to be a substitute or agent for.”

· As God presents to us, we are to re-present it to the earth.
· “Rule” – “mashal”; means “to reign”, “govern” or “manage”.  God said to Adam, “You’re my manager down there.  You’re going to govern for me, to carry out my affairs down there.”
· Ps. 115:16: “The heavens are the heavens of the Lord, but the earth He has given to the sons of men.”
· “Given” in this verse is Hebrew “nathan” – “assign”, “an assignment”.  
· This is evident!  Who do we think got the earth so messed up – God?  No, it was man!
· “Keep the garden” – “shamar”; it’s the first appearance of “watchman” in the Bible, to guard or protect something.  This is likely God’s warning to Adam about the serpent.
“So complete was man’s authority over the earth that he had the right to give it away.” (pg. 2)
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