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Chapter 2:  Intercession

Formal Definitions of “Intercession”  - See page 5 in notes

· We have to understand what an intercessor before we understand it in prayer.

· “Intercede” = Latin intercede:  “inter” = BETWEEN, and “cedo” = to go; to reconcile, to mediate

· Webster:  “The act of interceding; mediation”

· “intercede”, “mediate”, and “advocate” are largely synonymous; intercession defines mediation, intercessor defines and advocate

· Intercession involves delegation, delegated authority, representation.

Man’s two-fold need: (pg. 6)

1.  Someone to go between he and God in order to reconcile, reunite them.

· “Yakach”:  a mediator/intercessor to reconcile 

· This word is used first in Job (the first book of the Bible written); Job cried out for a yakach, for a mediator – one who would advocate and stand between he and God to bridge the gap. 

· It wasn’t enough just to have someone to reconcile us to God; there was also a need for someone to break the headship, the power, of Satan over us.

2.  Someone to go between he and Satan, breaking Satan’s hold; disuniting them (breaking the  

     headship of the serpent

· Genesis 3:15 - And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel."   

· “bruise” = rosh, the headship of the enemy

God’s Solution

To the Reconciliatory Aspect of Man’s Need

· Jesus’ intercession is not a petitioning of the Father for us – when it says that Jesus is interceding for us, it does not mean He is praying for us.  (John 16:26; "In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I will request of the Father on your behalf; for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and have believed that I came forth from the Father.)

· Jesus was this arm of God that brought salvation, but when he brought salvation, making reconciliation between God and man, it was called “intercession” – not a prayer He prayed, but a going-between, a mediating, a bringing together of man and God.  He brought reconciliation.

· Jesus became the Intercessor (Mediator, Advocate) when he brought salvation.

· All of the verses listed on pg. 7 say the same thing in different ways – that there is only One who saves us, Jesus, the Way back to the Father, the Savior, the Redeemer.

· It is imperative to know that Christ’s intercession for man was not a prayer that He prayed but a work that He did.  His mediation between God and man was called intercession.  For us, as partakers of Him, our prayers of intercession are rooted in and have their foundation upon His intercessory work.  The only way that our prayers will be intercession is if they draw on His intercessory work.
· In the same way that salvation is complete, intercession is also complete. 
· We are extensions of, enforcers of, agents of His work of intercession – we are distributors of something already done.
· Everything that we distribute through our praying intercession has already been produced by His finished work.
· This understanding breeds faith, because we can always operate from a position of accomplished prayer, and this is the only thing the Father will honor – the work of Christ!
· The only way God releases blessing is through His Son.
· This is like the miracle of the loaves and the fishes – the disciples didn’t create anything, they just distributed what Jesus had produced.
· Our calling and function is not to replace Christ, but to release Him!  We can’t redo redemption, re-establish it, re-get anything done – we are releasers!  We don’t deliver anyone, we don’t defeat the enemy – it’s already been done, it’s complete!
· And yet, we must ask.  We must enforce the victory.

To the Breaking Aspect of Man’s Need

· Jesus, “the last Adam” – a human, a man; thereby Jesus is qualified, because He’s a man, to break the headship of Satan.

· Scriptures in 3-5 on pg. 8 emphasize Christ’s victory – He’s done it.

· Man’s original authority over the hearth came through the man Adam.  Man’s present authority on the earth comes through the God-Man, Jesus, the last Adam, who broke Satan’s headship and liberated humanity.  All God-honored rule or authority on the earth, on the part of man, must go through Christ!

