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· Prayers of healing in the Old Testament are different than in the New Testament, but David’s prayers in the Psalms give us a picture of healing prayer.

· Healing prayer should become the norm, a part of normal church life – not the exception, or something special.

The Process

· A 5-step process developed by John Wimber – this is the method that Rusty and Ann have always used.

· Rusty and Ann want us to learn to be able to pray for people, without anything but the steps of this process:

1. The Interview:  This functions on two levels – the natural and supernatural.  Words of knowledge in the group setting function as a faith builder – when someone has a certain condition and God points it out publicly, it builds your faith.  

· In the natural realm, you find out what the need is, what you should pray for.

· In the supernatural realm, you listen to God – the physical problem isn’t always the main problem, and God can show you that.

· If you don’t know what to pray, continue asking questions and listening to God.  Continue this until you get the root of the problem from the person or from God.  When this is done, move to step two.

2. Diagnostic Decision:  Why does the person have this problem?  You need to know the root cause so you know what kind of prayer to use and how to pray; there are different ways to pray.  This is also on the natural and supernatural planes.

· Natural – asking the person for the root cause.

· Supernatural – asking God what to pray for other than what has come forward.

· Words of knowledge, words of wisdom, distinguishing of spirits – these will all often present themselves during this time.  Often, the physical pain is tied to a heart condition.

· When praying in a team, the first person to get understanding about the issue at hand will usually be the main prayer minister; the other will be the confirmer.

· Only infrequently do people really know the root cause of the problem, and when they do, God will confirm that in your heart.  Don’t be surprised that the root cause is different from what they think they need prayer for; this is God’s merciful way of healing us.

     3.   Prayer Selection:   There are different kinds of prayers to pray for people – you need to       
     know what to pray to be effective.  Jesus:  “I do what I see My Father doing…”, “I obey 
     My Father.”  Even Jesus only did what the Father asked Him to do, and if this is true, 
  
     then WE need to do only what the Father is doing as well!


· Prayer of Petition:  Ask God for the healing of this person, by His Holy Spirit.

· Prayer of Intercession:  Intercede for the person – often, God will lead you to do this in cooperation with the prayers of petition.

· Command:  “Be healed!”  And you know that it is done.  Usually, this is in association with the direct healing miracle; God must lead you to pray this.

· Pronouncement:  “It’s done.”  Usually, there is a peace and a knowing that God has done it, and that it’s over.  This healing will be confirmed by the person and by doctors, if possible.

· Rebuking the devil:  Rebuke a spirit, a condition itself – God will give you something specific to say.

    4.   Prayer Engagement:  Lay your hands on the person, watch what’s happening, call on God,  
    watch what’s happening, call on God…be aware!  Engagement is not a few magic words, 
    an incantation, a command – it may be a long process of seeking God and praying.  You 
    will know when you are done.  

· You should pray with your eyes open when you are specifically addressing the issue.  You can see the effect of God’s presence on people in various ways, and you need to be able to know that.  People may tremble or shake, they could get stiff and not be able to move well, they could gasp for breath or get heaving breathing, you may see perspiration on their face, fluttering eyes, etc.  These effects ebb and flow, and throughout this process, you can stop and dialogue about what’s happening, how they’re feeling.

· God may be there in your midst, but the person being prayed for might not respond – ask the person if what you’re praying connects with them, means anything to them.

· The key is that when the person leaves, you let them know they’re loved – you never want someone feeling condemned, down, or like it’s their fault they didn’t get the answer to prayer that they wanted.  LOVE them!


5.  Post-prayer Direction:  

· Sometimes, God will give you specifics about how to end.

· Sometimes you will get logical next steps for the person - “join a home group for relationship sake”, “come back next week”, etc.  

· This isn’t always something that will mean the completion of their healing, but it will always be something that draws them nearer to God.

· Give them some kind of conclusion – this is part of them being loved.

John Wimber Clinic

· We’ve come to a place where we see the pursuit of study as an end in itself, but to study without action is incomplete.  Both Jesus and James told us that hearing without doing is incomplete.
· Jesus came as the Word of God, and He spoke the words of God for all humanity for all time.  These words illuminate the heart and will of the Father.  The works illustrate; we need both!
· Wait on God – just relax; don’t stir yourself up too much.  Wait on Him and He’ll give direction.
· Don’t follow a natural “pecking order” in ministering to a group of people individual by individual (women first, or left to right, etc.) – look for evidence of the Father’s working on those individuals, and listen to Him about who to start praying for – who’s first according to God?
· Follow a 5-step procedure that will help you in praying for the sick. The only time you don’t need to do this is when God speaks to you before you begin.  Use the procedure only when you need help.
· Sometimes when people’s hands are folded, that will be a safety shield for them, and this can stop the power of God from moving freely on them. Ask them to keep their hands apart.
· Many times, the healing process isn’t finished when the prayer stops.  God will continue to work through whatever process He desires!
· Sometimes, with immediate family praying for someone, the emotional connections are so strong that it stops faith.  Get a non-family member in praying for them.
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