Prayer Intensive

Healing – Rusty and Ann Smith

October 14, 2003

· Reading assignment:  Part 2 (pgs. 59-166) in Power Healing
· Love is the foundation for all prayer for healing.

· The model of teamwork – with everyone being able to pray for healing – is promoted, and God will get the glory.

· We can’t get in the mindset that if we pray, there should be instantaneous healing or that everyone should be healed – if we do, we’ll thwart what God wants to do in healing.

· The only common theme we can find in the Scriptures about healing is that they were all healed – there are no other commonalities across the board.  There are no certain methodologies or timeframes, etc., in healing.

· Healing is supernatural.  God always does the healing.  Healing, though, is not mystical – not hidden knowledge that a certain gifted person has.  It’s a gift that everyone in the Body of Christ was given by God – we all have the ability to heal and to be healed.

· Look at the spiritual gifts as, “I’m a servant.”  When there is a need that God wants met, He’ll give you the ability to walk in the particular gifting you need.  Don’t try to peg yourself on just one certain gift; God, because He lives in you, can do all of them in you.

Handout:  “A Position on Healing”

· There is a limitation to the emphasis on one form of healing (deliverance, inner healing, etc.) – the goal is truly to effectively heal the whole person.  We will seek an integrated approach to healing.

· The fragmentary model – there’s nothing wrong with specialization (seeing a specialist for a certain problem), but the problem with this is that it doesn’t treat the whole body.  We say, “Just change the ‘bad’ part, and all will be well.”

· Western thinking – knowledge is the “king”; if we have enough knowledge, we’ll be set.  We’re wrong in this - Christ is the King.

· The total person is always involved in all that he does and in all that happens to him – therefore, we need to look at the whole body in terms of healing.

Healing of the Spirit

· Healing of the spirit is renewal and restoration of your spiritual life, your relationship with God.

· Spiritual sickness is caused by a person’s own sin.

· Often, a specific physical ailment is God’s vehicle for the healing of other ailments, which then leads to the physical healing as well.

· The first healing we see is forgiveness – God with Adam and Eve in the garden.  They sinned through disobedience, and the exposure of this sin brought shame – they were guilty, tried to hide from God, and their relationship with God was broken.  How did God confront them?  He came and looked for them.  Adam and Eve tried to blame each other (their relationship was broken), and their physical lives were affected as well (with the eventual consequence = death).  

· Esau’s spiritual sickness is another example; he sinned by despising his spiritual birthright enough to sell it Jacob because of his hunger.  He is known as a godless person; he got upset about it, held a grudge against his brother Jacob, and this grudge and unforgiveness led to anger.  In Gen 27, he made a decision to murder Jacob.  Esau rebelled against his father and Jacob; there was disruption in familial relationships.

· Spiritual sickness leads to destruction in many spheres of life.

· Saul’s sickness:  He started out chosen by God to be king.  His first incident was to disobey God and not kill all the Amalekites.  God sent Samuel to Saul to confront him, and Saul (rather than confessing) decided to lie about it, and he began to shift the blame.  God’s judgment came after this.  He took Saul’s kingship away, and from then on, we watch Saul’s life disintegrate.  1 Samuel 16:14, we see an evil spirit tormenting Saul; Saul liked David but was afraid of him, jealous of him, and repeatedly tried to kill David.  Family relationships were broken in this as well.  Instead of seeking God’s mercy, he tried to get rid of the problem through other means – by attempting to kill David.  Eventually, this was the undoing of Saul.

· David is a positive example of spiritual sickness.  He was supposed to be out fighting, but instead, he was on the roof, he saw Bathsheba, and he eventually committed adultery with her.  He had her husband killed after this.  Then, we start to see him go through this process of physical, emotional pain; God sends Nathan the prophet to confront him.  Instead of blame shifting, denial, and lying, David confesses his sin, asks for forgiveness, repents, and God forgives him and heals him.  David goes on to be the man after God’s own heart.

· If you don’t address the root issue of sin, then all the praying in the world won’t help in healing what’s wrong.  We want to give God the opportunity to speak about sin, to reach out in forgiveness in response to confession, and then to heal.

· Depending in the depth of our repentance, willful sinning can begin again.  

· The best way to deal with spiritual sickness is this:  confronting the sin, going through a prayer of confession with the person, and often, God will give counsel of an appropriate action to take after confession.  Receiving and declaring God’s forgiveness are the next steps.

Healing of Past Hurts

· Sickness of the emotions is generally caused by what is done to us (experiences we’ve been exposed to in the past).

· Bad memories, weak or wounded emotions, sense of worthlessness/inferiority, psychosomatic disorders, etc.; these can lead to chosen sin patterns.

· This is a very delicate area – you can blame everything on your past if you’d like, and this can be way overdone.

· Michal: Saul’s daughter (2 Sam 6:20-23) who becomes the wife of David.  She despised David in her heart, because he embarrassed her by throwing off his clothes in his worship of God as he brought back the Ark of God.  David’s reason that Michal despised her was because of jealousy of David’s worship, and because God chose David as King and not one of the line of her father.  She had great emotional stress, and a result that she was barren and died childless.

· Joseph:  Given an incredible prophetic vision from the Lord, he tells his brothers, and they sell him into slavery.  He was distressed, but he did not become bitter and it is evident that he forgave them.  He wept over his family as they came to see him in Egypt.   Joseph reinterpreted all of the sins of his family in terms of what God wanted to do to accomplish His purposes.  Every time Joseph did what was right, he was thrown into jail and punished – but, Joseph had a supernatural ability to forgive and to interpret everything in light of God’s purposes.  His heart stayed tender the whole time; he is a great example of living in forgiveness.

· Forgiveness is probably the thing that we’ll have to learn to walk in more than anything else – forgiveness never stops.  If we don’t forgive and our hearts get hardened, then it thwarts what the Holy Spirit wants to do.  

· Even if you were “right” in something that you were condemned for, you MUST forgive – it does nothing to the one who condemned you if you don’t forgive them; it only causes bitterness in you and tears you up inside, preventing the work of God from being done.

· Matthew 18:15-35, the Unforgiving Servant:  This illustrates what unforgiveness does to us.  The servant was given over by his master to be tortured because of his unforgiveness.

· Healing of past hurts is a valid ministry – Jesus was called to “bind up the brokenhearted”, and He continually healed emotional hurts.

· Healing of past hurts can open someone up to renewal of relationship with God and to physical healing, etc.

· Healing can take place by allowing Jesus to reinterpret your past memories.  God can reinterpret in the light of His truth what we have misinterpreted through our humanness.

· God will heal us by reminding us over and over again of our new identity in Him – this is a real key to finding healing for our past hurts.  Shedding the light of God’s truth on who we are now is essential.

· Being a part of the Body of Christ also brings tremendous healing – the Smiths have seen awesome healing through someone being a part of relationships in a home group; hanging out in an environment of love brings healing.  Healing isn’t just brought through the laying on of hands and prayer…

Healing of the Body

· Sickness has its root cause in physical conditions; healing restores physical processes.

· This is the hardest type of healing, often, for us to believe in.  (It’s easier to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven,” rather than, “Take up your pallet and walk.”)

· Any physical healing that takes place is miraculous, no matter if it is instantly healed or takes place through a process over time.

· (See Appendices D and E in Power Healing)

· Jesus is always willing to heal.  We find no example in the NT of Jesus not being willing to heal – and we only find one example of Him delaying (with the woman who was not of the house of Israel), but even in that example, healing came.  God is always willing to heal; He never says, “No, not you – not today.  You’re not worthy.”

· Mark 16:18 – implies that a process of healing was taking place.

· It’s important, in seeking physical healing, that we seek God for what He’s saying regarding the root of the ailment.

· Faith is an important aspect of healing (faith of the person, of the one praying, or of another).

John Wimber on Healing

· Our worldview controls the way we see things; it functions as a lens, a yardstick, a plumbline.  It also controls the way we deem Scripture.

· If we have a theology that does not include doing the works of Jesus (i.e. healing, casting out demons, ministering in other supernatural realms), we of course won’t have a ministry in doing these things.  No theology, no practice.

· Without the power of God, we will not catch the attention of the world around us – what we have been trained and conditioned to today in our secular, materialistic worldview, is not what believers traditionally were trained in.

· Worldview touches, interacts with, and affects every area of culture.

· We deem growth and size with credibility in the context of our culture.

· Our culture/nation is antagonistic with the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, and we’ve identified Him with a church system.  

· Acts 26:1-8, Paul has an encounter of unusual dimensions.

· The people have a cosmic worldview – they understood on a natural level that someone bit by a certain kind of snake, being bit, will swell up and die.  When that didn’t occur, they had to reinterpret what they’d seen.  Then, they reached into the cosmic reality and said, “This man isn’t a man at all – he is a god, because gods aren’t bothered by snakes at all.”

· We, however, would have continued to investigate natural options (“Well, it’s an old snake.”  “It must have bit someone already today,” etc.).

Five functions of worldview:

1. Explanation of how and why things got to be the way they are, and how and why they are changing (folklore, myth, stories that pass from generation to generation); use of this vehicle to give structure to the culture (forms the fibrous dynamics of the culture; ties them to the past and to the future).

2. Psychological reinforcement – once you are in the context of a worldview, you become community within it.  There is safety, identity, relationship in that community who adheres to one worldview, with that worldview continually emphasizing things.

3. Integrating function – integrate new info, take on new understandings; new experiences are taken up into our worldview.

4. A group worldview does not interpret the worldviews of all of its members at the same time.  You can be firmly planted in one worldview, and also branch out and experience another worldview, experimenting with it at the same time.

· Western worldview – a scientific framework that assumes order, control, and material substance as reality.  The characteristics of this worldview are:  a desire to control (Western man desires to live all over the earth and bring it all under his control).

· We also have a closed system – the scientific approach to life.  Only what can be seen, tested, and proven is real.  This kind of influence has caused us to develop formulas for what works when it comes to the Kingdom of God (7 steps, 9 points, etc.).  

· God is calling us to personal dependence upon Him, continually – we can no longer be reduced to rules and processes.  View the Word as food, as sustenance.  

· We are in a place where we have an anemic Christian experience, through the assimilation of Christian rationalism – we are unbelieving believers.  We have so little that we actually believe, and we try to keep our experience in some sort of program.

· “When I worked for the devil, he let me do his stuff.  But when I signed up to work for Jesus, they didn’t let me do His stuff.”  Someday, someplace, somebody’s got to start believing this Book!  It might as well be us.  

· Eastern worldview – contemplative (Ps. 77 is typical); poetic – anything worth saying is worth saying beautifully (Ps. 1, a poetic picture of a righteous man); use of vivid picture logic (a Semitic did not argue from an assumption to a conclusion, but drew out pictures); symbolism (metaphors, similes, and other figures of speech); paradox (the illustration of God’s sovereignty and man’s freedom is a perfect example of paradox, that is a huge tension for us Westerners but is not for Easterners); religion (not an ideology, system, or code of ethics, but a way of life in which one walks).
· Man’s starting point (worldview) will determine his ending point.
· We all have the option of changing the way we look at things.
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