Len’s Grenada Emails (with a couple things added later)
Jul 1, 2002   Len Lindsay <lenlindsay@truthmail.com> wrote:

Greetings one and all!

I'm almost done packing (which is good since I have to be at the airport in 5 hours).

Everything is looking good. Our team (six of us) had a good two weeks of preparation and ministry time here in Madison. We are prepared now to present several dramas and several puppet shows as well as a choreographed song for the kids in Grenada (originally we were planning on going to India, but plans changed and we now are forging ahead to Grenada).  Family & Kids ministry will be a key focus for our team.  Relating to the Father Heart of God is difficult in a country where 80% of children are born to single mothers... and where children are expected to be out of the house from early in the morning until when it is time to go to bed!  But we have very high expectations for what God can accomplish through our team in the 5 weeks that we are in Grenada.

And God has been speaking to our team the past couple days!  He more or less shouted to me last night a very simple message:

Seek First God's Kingdom!

This brought to mind Luke 12:31
"seek his kingdom, and these things [of this world] will be given to you as well."

Thanks to each and every one of you for your support! Thanks for those who helped financially ... and especially for each of you who will be praying for me daily while I'm on this mission trip! God has wonderful plans for these next five weeks!

I'm not sure if I'll find internet access, but please write in case I do.  Likewise, they have told us that calls home will likely be "collect" or by phone card from a pay phone in town.

Let me close with God's reminder of how valuable each and every one of us is:

"Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows." - Luke 12:6-7
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.

==Len

=================================================
Jul 4, 2002   David Ahn wrote (on behalf of our entire Grenada Outreach Team):

Hello from Grenada,

Our DTS outreach team arrived in Grenada safely.  Our flight from Puerto Rico was slightly delayed, but our baggage made it fine.  The weather here is pretty hot and rainy.  During these last few days, our team has done a lot of prayer walking.  This weekend, we will work with a church youth group and then lead a church service on Sunday.  Next week, our team will host a 4-day seminar at a local church, where the two leaders - David Ahn and Dawn Borchers - will teach on the Personalness of God.  After that, the next few weeks include friendship evangelism, children's ministry, passing out tracts, more teaching and preaching in local churches, and a week-long ministry trip to the undeveloped island of Petite Martinique.  Our time here is an opportunity for us to serve the Church here in Grenada, and to be a relational bridge between YWAM and local congregations. 

The six of us on our team are pretty different, but we are getting along well.  The team leaders have challenged the students to stretch themselves and try new things, and the students have responded very well.  One student, Jessica Brunjes, is the keynote speaker at both a youth group meeting as well as at the Sunday service for local churches we will be ministering in this weekend.  Another student, Len Lindsay, has agreed to be the main preacher at another service.  It is exciting to see the students taking these opportunities to grow.

The staff in YWAM Grenada have really welcomed us with open arms, and are taking good care of us.  We are eating very well.  The locals are very friendly, and so far, we've managed to mostly avoid bug bites.

Email and phone access is expensive and extremely limited here, but all of us will try to send out updates as we can. Phone service typically fails for half the day, and electricity goes out occasionally as well.  Len says he will write more as soon as he can.  David says he'll try to write as soon as he can as well.

David, Dawn, Len, Jessica, Katherine, & Su

==============================================
Jul 6, 2002  Len Lindsay <lenlindsay@truthmail.com> wrote:

Greetings from Grenada!

I am typing this from our "balcony" which really is a huge dining room porch, open on two sides, hanging out over the steep hill that our YWAM base "lodge building" sits on (well, it isn't really sitting).  There are hills everywhere, not little ones like around Madison, but STEEP hills with lots of trees (mango trees, flamboyant trees, palm trees, plantain trees, grapefruit trees, coconut trees, etc.)  The roads are NARROW and WINDING with many SHARP curves where you can't see what is on the road ahead of you more than about 10 feet.  And narrow sometimes means about the width of 1 3/4 cars which makes it very interesting when you meet another car driving towards you! Both cars need to kind of drive off the side of the road on the grass in order to pass by.  This is most exciting when one side of the road is virtually on the edge of a huge cliff like hill.  Thus it is common to just quickly tap your horn as you approach any sharp curve in the road where you can't see if another car is coming or not.  Last night we actually had to backup down the road we were driving on when we met a truck ... it was physically impossible to pass by the truck.  So we backed up along the winding curving narrow road until we came to someone’s driveway... then we pulled into their driveway so the truck could pass by... then back on the road again.  And by the way, in Grenada you drive on the LEFT side of the road (this made it even more “interesting” watching the road ahead as we drove around because it kept seeming like we were on the wrong side of the road with another car approaching).

Anyway, sitting here on our porch recreation room balcony is wonderful with the cool breeze coming through almost all the time.  At times this breeze can make it feel comfortable even when it is 95 degrees out, which is the typical and more or less constant daytime temperature here every day.  But the heat itself is pretty intense! Just standing out in the hot glaring sun will make you sweat and your arms will feel that heat directly.  One day I was working outside and after a few hours not only was I wringing wet with sweat, but I was so hot that the colors were bleeding off my leather belt onto my pants!  When I saw that later in the day I realized that I must have been a lot hotter than I thought [added note: this may be part of the reason why I lost 20 pounds during this 5 week trip – lots of exercise and eating well, meaning no snacks or junk food].  At night it gets down to about 80 degrees (my travel alarm clock includes the temperature across the top of the display ... last night at midnight it was 80.5 degrees, about the lowest I've seen it get).

Looking out over the valleys and hills as I sit here on our porch is such an amazing view... reminds me of Puerto Rico (as do the trees and weather) which isn't surprising since the whole Caribbean has many similarities.  Looking out you see mostly trees --- with a house popping out here and there.  Most houses are built on the side of a hill, so they are "on stilts" so to speak.  Actually ... we are also looking towards a "mountain" named Mount St. Katherine.  It is really cool to see that mountain side and not be able to see the top of it because it goes right up into the clouds!

Speaking of clouds, the weather here is pretty constant in that it can change at the drop of a hat.  Bright sunny day, then all of a sudden clouds come over and it is pouring rain - which lasts for about 3 minutes - then it is bright and sunny again, until 30 minutes later when another batch of clouds pass over and it rains again.  Luckily there often are long periods of CLEAR SUNSHINE interspersed during the day with the sporadic rain / sun / rain / sun cycle.  Luckily we have not been caught out in the rain when it was pouring, though at times we were outside when it drizzled (and that was not bad at all)!

Lots of animals here as we are in the middle of the country side. Right now I am listening to roosters crowing back and forth, one answering another, mixed with a cow mooing now and then, and of course many types of birds singing, dogs barking and palm tree leaves rustling.

I'm writing this on a laptop computer that our leader brought with her.  I'm then saving this on a floppy disk and in an hour we will begin our adventure of "going in to town". I am doing this because the phone here at our YWAM base is not working much of the time. When it is working, the dialup internet connection from here at the YWAM base is very bad (it keeps hanging up on you or crashing your computer as David found out when trying to send a general Email to everyone on behalf of the six of us).  But we heard there is an "internet café" in a near by town, so that is where we are going in an hour.  I'm typing this ahead of time because I'm not sure how expensive online time will be nor how fast or reliable it will be.

One more thing about the YWAM base here.  David and I are sharing this HUGE divided room.  There is a wall down the middle with three or four beds on each side.  We each took ONE whole side giving us LOTS OF ROOM.  Better still, we have our own private bathroom with a shower, toilet and running water.  Only one flavor of water (no such thing as hot or cold, just plain room temperature running water).  It will be nice to take a hot shower when I get home.  An interesting thing is that even though there was only one source of water, there still were TWO on/off adjustment knobs on many sinks – the left side one did nothing :)  It also was interesting that the kitchen sink had two on/off adjustment knobs too – and my first attempt to use that sink failed!  I tried both the left and the right side control but neither seemed to work.  I finally figured out that I had to turn on the right side control and wait FIVE SECONDS before the water actually started flowing out of the faucet.  That faucet also was interesting in itself, a fact that shocked each of us as we discovered that it would FALL OFF into the sink at times!  We thought we broke it, but no, just grab it and jam it back in the “hole” that it fell out of (no need to tighten it or anything, just set it back in place).  The water pressure was so slight, that it worked just fine going UP through the faucet even though it was not tightly connected at all.

Oh oh ... it is almost time for us to leave and I'm not done with my Email.  Hopefully I'll get to write again in a week or two... so you can write back and I should get it while I am here in Grenada.  David Emailed you the address for the YWAM base here in case you want to send a real paper letter to me :)

Last night we had our first drama performance for a youth group in a nearby church.  It went over very well. In addition to our two dramas that we did, Su talked to the kids about her experience at DTS (Discipleship Training School) last summer and this summer ... and Jessica talked about knowing your identity in Christ based on promises in the Bible.  I got to help with her presentation, which was interactive with the kids --- it was great!

HEY ... an ICE CREAM man drove by yesterday afternoon!  WOW, in the middle of the countryside, we heard this dee dee da dee da music playing that sounded like the music for an ice cream truck - and it was!  It came and stopped right in our driveway and we had ice cream cones. I got pineapple flavor which was good!

Speaking of good, the food here is very good indeed.  One of the base leaders here in Grenada (Sherry) is a very good cook - which we are very thankful for.  She is the wife of Shamus, the main base leader for YWAM Grenada.  Shamus is fun guy.  It is hard to know if what he is saying is true or if he is kidding us. This gets some of us mixed up a lot - which is why Shamus keeps doing it.  It can be quite entertaining to the others.

YWAM-Grenada has their own 15 passenger Toyota van, and Shamus has been driving us around.  We thought it interesting that whenever he parked the van in the driveway at the YWAM base he put brown bags over the outside mirrors.  We saw why whenever we forgot to put on those bags. Small chick-a-dee (or were they finches?) birds would fly over to the van and land on the front driver side window “ledge” and look at themselves in the mirror!  If we folded that mirror into the van, the birds still came, landed on the window ledge, then hopped slowly over till they were in between the mirror and the window and looked at themselves in the mirror (at very close range)!  These were some very cute birds!

We have been to three cities so far plus yesterday we took the afternoon off and went to a very nice beach. I just sat on the sand where the waves were coming in and had fun getting knocked over by the waves every now and then (when the big ones came in).  I was completely full of sand after two hours of that!  After three showers I think I finally got all the sand off me.

Today Shamus is not available so we have a FREE DAY and our team (all six of us) are venturing out on our own.  We will walk down the hillside to the nearest bus stop (a "bus" here is really a 15 person van - very popular vehicle in Grenada)... then we take that to Grenville ... then we walk through Grenville till we find the internet café.  We will make sandwiches to take with us so we can eat on the way or something.  Coming back we have to remember the landmarks/scenery so we can tell the driver to stop and let us out (do this by knocking on the side of the van) ... though Sherry told us that many of the drivers know about the YWAM base and can drop us off at the right corner.

YAY ... very few bug bites so far ... no sunburn either!  (but I am using heavy duty sunscreen and insect repellent)

AND ... they sell PEPSI and COKE ... so yesterday I bought four bottles!

Oh Oh ... I have to quit now ... we are leaving real soon!  Write back if you can.  Thanks for your prayers!  I'm sure they are helping because prayer works.  I'll write more next time.  God bless you.

-------Len

=================================================
Jul 6, 2002  Len Lindsay <lenlindsay@truthmail.com> wrote:

Hi and more greetings!!! 

Right now I am typing fast at a computer in an INTERNET CAFE.  Very cool.  We took the public "bus" to get to Grenville (town of about 8,600 people).  The "bus" really is a 15 passenger van.  The "15" is how many it is made to hold.  However, they pack it FULL with 20 people so the ride is very crowded with 4 or 5 people across a seat made for 3. Makes for an interesting ride when the van is driving around sharp curves and up and down steep hills.  This INTERNET CAFE is up on the second floor of a store here and is very cool (pun intended since it is air conditioned – our ONE chance to cool off on this trip). 5 of our team are all sitting here typing now.

The phone service is not good ... I tried calling home a few times so far with no luck.

Backtracking now, we had a VERY smooth flight all the way from Madison to Grenada. No turbulence and smooth take off and landings (YAY). The food here is excellent. I have my own private bathroom with shower (shared with David from my team). Running water (but no choice of hot or cold - just whatever comes out). I sleep well every night. My bed is comfortable and I have the whole side of the room to myself. And no real bug bites for me yet. Plus no sunburn so far (I wear sunscreen)  I am healthy and doing very well.

The people here in Grenada are very warm and friendly. Our time with the youth group was very nice last night.  Afterwards we went to a small ice-cream shop that was closed (most things close by about 5pm) but the lady who runs it knows Shamus (the leader of YWAM Grenada) and she opened it up just for us!

I get to make supper once a week and have been assigned a meal of "HOT DOGS" (I can handle that).  I also am assigned to make breakfast once a week ("CREAM OF WHEAT").  I help washing dishes once or twice a day.  I also cut the grass around the YWAM base which is quite an experience.  They don’t have much money, so they make do with a mower that is literally duct taped together and vibrates so much that screws fall out every hour it seemed.  Worse was that the rear wheels were not working right – the axles were damaged so that the wheels “rolled” at a sharp angle – thus they usually didn’t roll at all!  So, training on how to use this “mower” included advice to PULL it rather than PUSH it.  Pulling it worked OK, but I should rephrase that to “DRAG IT” because the wheels really were not rolling most of the time.

There are LOTS of dogs roaming the streets. Fortunately they all are well behaved dogs (much better than some of the dogs in Madison). However, most of the dogs did not look healthy.  Since nobody was taking care of them they often looked sickly.  It was sad to see all these dogs and be afraid to even touch them or pet them.  There is a cow on the hill next to our YWAM building, and a black BULL on the other side of the hill just outside my room!

Maria and Rhianon would love it here - mango tree on the hill by our building - steep hills with lots of trees - same great weather as Puerto Rico - beaches - lots of the same fruits.

They speak English here but it is hard to understand many of the people as it is a variant of broken British English.  Two of the staff at the YWAM base here are from Barbados. They and the two main staff (Shamus and Sherry) are great friendly people.

We have had wonderful food: fish, chicken, rice and beans just to name a few.

It is interesting how it gets dark so soon here.  It is only 7pm and it is already "night".  My small flashlight is coming in handy!  And the nights here are also quite beautiful.  It seems like you can see many many more stars in the sky, and even the milky way is easily seen and beautiful.  But best yet is that there are many shooting stars!  Virtually every night that I stayed out to look up at the starry sky I would see at least one shooting star.  One night I saw 4 of them.

The money here is cool (unlike boring green USA money with all coins boring circles). Here some coins are shaped like round tipped stars, rounded squares and octagons and the paper money is very colorful and pretty, even a magnetic strip in it (wonder what they use that for!)

Wow! I could sum up this country as beautiful.  Just one beautiful aspect after another, regardless of day or night.

Tomorrow (Sunday) Jessica (one of my teammates) is speaking at the church service - she also was the main speaker for the youth group last night.  She was nervous but it went very well.  I get to be nervous this coming week because it will be my turn to speak for a weeknight group plus maybe a Sunday service.

Thanks to everyone for your support and prayers for me on this trip.  I think we will accomplish great things. We have high expectations.

---Len (sending this before my computer TIMES OUT here at this internet cafe place)

=================================================
Jul 13, 2002  Len Lindsay <lenlindsay@truthmail.com> wrote:

I only have 5 minutes on this account ... so HI!!!

All is going very well here.  I got to see a man walking a dog ... a man walking a goat ... a man walking a BULL!

Lots of lizards here too ... and some very pretty birds ... we have a bunch of humming birds right outside our door!!

Our ministry times have been very good... and this Tuesday we leave by boat for Petit Martinique - a small island (Grenada is one large island and two smaller islands). We could use your prayers during the week starting this Tuesday - it will be a hard week I think - sounds like no running water or bathrooms, etc.

Ooops ... 1 minute left....

May God bless you ... and thank you for your prayers...

Len

=================================================
Jul 22, 2002 Len Lindsay <lenlindsay@truthmail.com> wrote:

Greetings Again from Grenada!!! 

WOW --- it's been over 3 weeks in Grenada now, and it seems like every day has been packed full ... almost non-stop experiences and opportunities.  This may be my last time I'll be able to have internet access on this trip, so I probably won't get to write to you again till I get back.  Thanks to everyone who wrote to me (by Email or by regular mail) ... and especially thanks to everyone who has been praying for me and our team during this trip.  I am positive they have helped us and the people here on the islands.

Our TEAM has done presentations every Sunday at different churches with a mix of dramas, testimonies and teachings.  We've also done four nights of special presentations at one church that almost seemed like a condensed DTS (Discipleship Training School)!!  We've worked with the youth group at two churches as well, all with great results.  We also did prayerwalking on all four sides of Grenada as well as the small islands of Petit Martinique and Carriacou.

And we are learning so much during all this. For example:  Our team was on its way to a church to do a teaching, a drama and testimonies. The church had invited us and we were honored to be able to join them. So now as this story begins our host (Shamus James of YWAM-Grenada) is driving us to the church. We are late - so late that it is already 10 minutes past when we are supposed to be there and we are only half way there. But Shamus sees someone on the side of the road that he knows and stops the van to say HI to him and ask how things are going lately with him. They had a 5 minute talk. Shamus honored that person by stopping to talk with him regardless of our schedule. And when we finally arrived at the church all was perfectly fine, not a mention or even a thought about our team being late or questions as to why. Things just continued on and the event began when we got there.  So, was that person at the side of the road important? Yes, and Shamus's actions spoke to that fact.  We learned the value of people – every single person is valuable.

But perhaps the most interesting ministry times were the more informal, impromptu times.  As a team we split up in groups of two or three and walked up and down the street, greeting people we met and especially watching for the children looking for a way that we might be able to do puppet shows, sing songs and play games with the children.  It was interesting how things fell into place, showing God's faithfulness.  The first time we did this was in a poor neighborhood near the Grenada YWAM base where we have been staying.  Within the first hour or so, one lady who had a small shop on the street offered the use of the driveway, sidewalk and front walkway for us to use for our meeting place!!!  It was an ideal location, just the right size --- I don't think we could have found a better place with a month of pre-planning.  So we continued walking the street there inviting all the children to come the next morning for games, songs and puppets!  We got a great turnout of kids!  Everything went smoothly and the ministry times there were very good.

Even more interesting was how our kids ministry fell into place on the small island of Petit Martinique.  Our hosts had never even been to this island before, so this was a brand new thing for every single one of us.  One of the very first things we did was prayerwalk the street (there really was only one main street around the side of the island).  Again, within the first hour we found an open paved cement playground (with basketball hoops at each end - one missing the hoop completely though) ... and it just happened that the right person was there who gave us permission to use that whole paved lot for kids ministry!  So we walked up and down the street looking for the kids and inviting them to join us for games, songs, puppets and stories the next afternoon at 2pm.  What was most amazing though was that without even asking, one lady told me that we should call 6262 and ask their local radio station to put an announcement on the air telling the people about our kids project! WOW!!  We called that phone number and YES, their radio station broadcast an announcement about what we were planning to do with the kids!  Then, the next day about 65 kids showed up (actually more, but some only could be there the first half hour before they had to leave to catch a boat ride for school registration and tests).  Now ... something for you to think about ... the population of the ENTIRE ISLAND was only 1000.  When the 9 of us arrived, the population increased by almost 1% (how is that for a fun statistic?).  Our ministry time with the kids was great!  And we invited them all back again the next day --- at 2 o'clock again.  One other interesting thing ... of all the kids there, we could not find even one of them who had even seen a puppet before!  You should have seen their eyes when they saw the puppets!  We improvised some new puppet shows on the spot that we thought would meet these specific kids' needs!

Backtracking a bit ... our special trip this past week was to the island of Petit Martinique for 5 days (travelling there via Carriacou Island) - then back to Carriacou Island for two days - then back to Grenada (we got back last night).  We traveled the first "leg" of the trip via Cargo Boat!  That was an interesting ride.  We were the only passengers on the boat!  A few interesting things happened on this leg of our journey. We saw two DOLPHINS swimming in front of the boat, almost like they were leading the boat along, including jumping fully out of the water in a beautiful "dive"!  We also saw many groups of FLYING FISH!  The first time I saw them I thought they were BIRDS.  It really does look like they had wings and they were gliding so smoothly over the water for such a long distance!  It is too bad we didn't get photos of these flying fish and dolphins!

Another example of God's faithfulness to our team during this trip was that in all three days when we were travelling it DID NOT RAIN ... during the RAINY SEASON ... it rained before and after each trip, but never DURING the trips.  Yet another example is that our journey from Grenada to Petit Martinique was not a straight shot ... our luggage had to be transferred from one place to another TWELVE TIMES ... and through all this nothing was lost, damaged or got wet.  And we were carrying a lot --- we had to bring along all the food for our entire trip plus pots, pans, huge bowls, cups, bowls and dishes, silverware - even our own toilet paper.  Plus of course everything for our kids ministry such as puppets, balloons, beads, paper, and other arts and crafts materials.  So, even though we ourselves packed light for this trip (we each shared a suitcase with one or two others) we still had 20 items of luggage with us - much of it was simply large black trash bags filled with our stuff. Here is how our trip went … including all 12 times our luggage was transferred:

1) Everyone had to pack their stuff and TEAM stuff and get it all into one place

2) Then a public transportation van came to pick us up ...

3) Dropped off at the sidewalk near the cargo boat that we were going to take... 

4) Up onto the boat...

5) Everything off the boat onto the pier at Carriacou Island where we needed to transfer to another boat.

6) We then found out it would be better to leave from the OTHER side of the island, so everything went into a public transportation van...

7) Then out onto the pier on the other side

8) Then into a SMALL motor boat... and I mean SMALL.  Just two small boards across its middle - almost like a little row boat with a motor on the back.  I still can hardly believe that ALL our stuff fit into that little boat PLUS us and the driver and his assistant!!

9) OK ... then off the boat onto the pier at Petit Martinique

10) Then onto someone’s pickup truck

11) Off to the side of the road at the bottom of the hill below the house where we would be staying

12) Then up into that house.

Twelve times we transferred everything and it all went so smoothly - just like clock work! People just seemed to show up at exactly the right time to help us ... and to give us advice (like switching to the pier on the other side of Carricou where our boat trip would be less that half as long).  God was so faithful to our team during this trip.

Well, I have a bit more time on this computer so I can keep writing till my time runs out :)

Animals, lots of them including dogs are everywhere, but luckily they are well behaved.  We have our share of "dog choruses" where it seems like every dog around us is barking and "singing", very interesting unless you are trying to sleep!

Speaking of animal noises, the roosters seem to be crowing non stop all day and night - they must have sore throats by now.  Also lots of chickens, goats, cows, bulls, sheep and even one huge pig. And many interesting birds including several types of humming birds.  Plus lizards and bugs and insects and one super huge fuzzy spider!  YUK.  Did I mention bugs?  I never seem to “feel” mosquitoes or other bugs biting me, but I took the time to count the number of “bites” I could see on my left leg – and stopped counting when I got to 75.  Luckily those 75 bites were just small red dots and did not itch very much.  Others on our team seemed to react worse when bitten.  Instead of tiny red spots, they had large obvious red spots where ever they’d been bitten.  And they itched A LOT!

We've slept on the floor on thin rolls of foam padding and on creaky beds.

Oh ... one important thing ... the house we stayed at in Petit Martinique was just three houses up from the ocean.  YAY ... we were staying in an ocean front house!  (most houses are on this island since there are only 1000 people.)  It was so nice to sit on our front porch with an ocean breeze looking at the sea and its waves - and HEARING the waves!!!  Better than the ocean sounds CD!

We also got to go out to a small "private" island where the beach was super wonderful ... that fine white sand everywhere ... warm water ... clear water ... nice waves ... and even small white and black fish swimming with us at the beach.

While we were on Carriacou Island our host (Abigale) asked if we wanted to take a quick trip into town (we were staying on the floor of a house being used as a day care facility out away from town). We thought that would be nice.  However, the concept of QUICK is much different for them than for us!  The QUICK trip was a long WALK ... long meaning several miles long... over dirt paths, through fields, and finally into town.  But I was able to buy some bottled water at least.  Bottled water was an important part of our trip to Petit Martinique since there was no running water in our house (but we did have electricity for lights - but no refrigerator!).  The only water there was rain water, and the huge container that collected rain water for our house I think was not that clean - we think it had sat unused for some time, so the water was discolored.  We used it only for washing dishes and cleaning ... and showers!  We had to be careful not to use up all the rainwater in that vat or we’d have NO water at all!)  So, a shower was taking a plastic cup and a bucket filled with a SMALL amount of rain water from that huge vat container to a very small outhouse sized room with a cement floor, creaky wooden door and cement walls and ceiling. There was one cinder block up near the ceiling on one wall that let in a SMALL amount of light. There were TWO nails on the inside of the wooden door to hang towels and clothes - and one small knotted string to "latch" the door while we were in the shower.  I guess this would be called a cup and bucket shower.

The outhouse we used was attached to this shower stall place - also all cement walls and floor and ceiling - also one small source of light.  One person on our team would often remind us about the smell there!  Oh ... the shower stall room was where we encountered that huge fuzzy spider (which Shamus killed for us).

Riding back from church in Carriacou was in the back of a pickup truck - must have been close to 20 people in the truck!  And the roads are so BUMPY (half of the roads were dirt roads and the rains have made ravines and holes all through the road).

It is a sunny breezy day today ... good thing, for everyone wants to do their laundry after our trip to Petit Martinique and Carriacou Islands.  I woke up at 5:30am to do mine to avoid the rush! So, my clothes, towel and sheets were already dry by the time we left for town ---- YAY ... the trip to town where there is an INTERNET CAFÉ ----  I'm also going to see if they have a photo book of Grenada to bring back with me - else I'll get a set of postcards.

Hey ... it sounds promising that maybe they will soon have a YWAM base on Carriacou Island!  Someone is considering donating a property and building to YWAM there.  That would be really COOL!

OK..... my time is up ... gotta run!!!!!!!!!!

God bless you all.

--Len

PS: I might get more time later today, but if not ... I'll see you most of you in August!!!

================================================
Jul 29, 2002  Len Lindsay <lenlindsay@truthmail.com> wrote:

Greetings from God's Garden - Grenada :)

Yes ... this is the last installment (I think) of my notes from Grenada.  This time I need to report that now our team is getting sick.  I was sick for two days (but am better again now) ... and Dawn and Katherine have been sick for two days now and are still sick.  Su had her legs bitten up by bugs - can hardly even see her leg through all the bites.

We've been staying at the YWAM base here in Grenada - it is run by a good hearted godly couple - Sherry and Shamus (with their two year old daughter Sarah).  Sherry is originally from Trinidad and Shamus is originally from St. Lucia - but they have been living in Grenada for over ten years now.  Until yesterday there was another sweet couple helping maintain the base here - Ricky and Marcia (mar-see-ah).  However, yesterday they left to go back to Barbados and shortly afterwards they will be heading out to help the street kids and people living in garbage dumps in Brazil.

Our outreach team hosted the local Kings Kids this past week.  This was a group of about a dozen teenagers from the area around the YWAM base.  I got to do an interactive teaching with them on the character of God as revealed by PSALM 111.  You can try it yourself right now if you want ... read over the 10 verses in this psalm and see how many character traits of God that are contained in these verses.  Some are obvious, but how about this one based on verse 4 in NIV:

"He has CAUSED his wonders to be remembered."

As we studied this verse we thought, "What would you call someone who CAUSED something to happen?"  We thought we would call them an INITIATOR.  So, we decided that God must be an initiator based on this verse.

We ran out of sugar at our YWAM base, but having running water seems to make up for that! (we did not have running water while we were on Petit Martinique a week ago).  Of course, the water is always one temperature (cool), no hot and cold choices.  It also has been interesting to eat leftovers since there is no microwave ovens here. We heat everything in a pot or frying pan.

Our team went to two churches yesterday.  Jessica did two testimonies and David preached two sermons.  The second church we were at is sending a team of about 12 people on an outreach mission to Guyana ... and that team is coming to the YWAM base here Thursday for what our base director here is calling "boot camp" - basically for a week of practical training before leaving.  It will be an interesting week because our team will be doing teachings and presentations to help their team prepare for their outreach trip, plus we both will be doing ministry together.  They are flying out of Grenada the same day that we fly out to come back home, so we all will be travelling to the airport together on August 6.  If our original flight plan doesn't change, we should arrive in the Madison airport about 10pm on August 6.  Then we have a few days together in Madison to discuss (or what they call "debrief") and Friday August 9 is our last day together as a team.  Monday August 12 I will be back at work again, so that gives me the weekend of Aug 10-11 to catch up on what has been happening over the past 5 weeks while we were gone.

May God bless each of you to overflowing so that you can be a blessing to those you meet this week.

--Len

Can I sum up my trip?  My time was well spent indeed.  This is not to say that it was "easy" or even "enjoyable" at all times ... only that I am glad I went and would not take back a single one of those days.  I'd do it all again - and often!  For mixed in with having no running water, no refrigerator, no bathrooms and different foods was everything I went there for - interacting with the people and especially ministering to the kids (kids includes teens and even early 20's in Grenada).  And of course, beauty… unending beauty, day or night, people or places, rain or shine, young or old, loud or soft … there was beauty in the air everywhere.  But most importantly, with God’s help and guidance we accomplished much … so much that I started listing them!  I have 43 specific accomplishments on the list so far!  For example, the first thing on the list is that we paved the way for a Pastor who will be coming to Petit Martinique in late August to start a Pentecostal church on the small island.  He won’t have to start from scratch for our team already was out talking and ministering to the people there –especially the kids!

[end note: we also were in the midst of intense spiritual battles that I can share about with anyone interested on a person to person basis in about 5 minutes – just ask me]

My home Email is:  lenlindsay@truthmail.com

My Grenada webpage is here:  http://www.technoheaven.com/grenada

(it includes links to background references and my online Grenada notebook with some guiding scripture verses)

Our DTS webpage is here:  http://www.technoheaven.com/dts

YWAM’s webpage is here:  http://www.ywam.org

Photos for our trip are here: http://photos.yahoo.com/lenlindsay/

Unfortunately some important aspects of our trip are mission from this set of photos.  Most significantly, there are none from our trip to Petit Martinique.  This was because I did not want to risk damaging the camera on the trip (our luggage had the chance of getting soaked / drenched) because it was not my camera, but rather I was borrowing a camera from a friend!.  I also didn’t take any photos during worship or church services due to respect.  Likewise I refrained from taking photos of people in passing since I believe than in general, we should have permission of those we want to photograph when visiting another culture (and not be rude, insensitive “tourists”).  Plus I also didn’t take the camera with me when we were ministering in the poor neighborhoods.

