Cathy - Hearing the Voice of God - June 6 (Len's Book1 pg 15)

One of the foundations:  We never "arrive" - we continue to grow in it.

Be like the Bereans in Acts 17 (Paul visited them)

Acts 17:10-15: " AC 17:10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.

    AC 17:13 When the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, they went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up. 14 The brothers immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea. 15 The men who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible."
· Be eager for the truth

· Not everything we hear is true - including from speakers at DTS

· Be eager for the truth despite the packaging

· Hold it up to the Word of God

"It is impossible to effectively function as a Christian without hearing God's voice" - Joy Dawson

· God created us for a relationship. So, God is RELATIONAL -- He thought it all up!

· So … he is KNOWABLE (otherwise, who could we relate?)  God is committed to knowing and relating to me. God has things to say. We need communication.

KNOW GOD (not know ABOUT God)
We must make it our own or it will all leak out away. We hear everybody else's truth - not enough! Make it MINE!

Don't let God feel ignored (even while doing good things)

***God wants us to treat him as if he really exists. God wants to ABIDE with us throughout the day. Expect to hear from God DIRECTLY TO ME… does not have to be from a prophet, holy speaker, at church, etc.

· ASK GOD about the small things and he will also tell you about the large things

· Don't wait to speak with God only during a crisis

· God wants to be included - even in our mundane life

· God enjoys the things I enjoy - doesn't have to be "holy" things

So it is SIMPLE to include God in  everything.

Examples of God's Voice (God is specific as well as general):

Psalm 29:3-9: PS 29:3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters;

    the God of glory thunders,

    the LORD thunders over the mighty waters.

  PS 29:4 The voice of the LORD is powerful;

    the voice of the LORD is majestic.

  PS 29:5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;

    the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.

  PS 29:6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

    Sirion like a young wild ox.

  PS 29:7 The voice of the LORD strikes

    with flashes of lightning.

  PS 29:8 The voice of the LORD shakes the desert;

    the LORD shakes the Desert of Kadesh.

  PS 29:9 The voice of the LORD twists the oaks

    and strips the forests bare.

  And in his temple all cry, "Glory!" 

=====

1King 19:11-13: 1KI 19:11 The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by."

    Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.

    Then a voice said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 
=====

Proverbs 20:12: PR 20:12 Ears that hear and eyes that see--

    the LORD has made them both. 
=====

John 10:27: 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

=====
John 18:37: JN 18:37 "You are a king, then!" said Pilate.

    Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 
=====

Isaiah 30:20-21: 20 Although the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, your teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will see them. 21 Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, "This is the way; walk in it."
=====

Isaiah 51:4: ISA 51:4 "Listen to me, my people;

    hear me, my nation:

  The law will go out from me;

    my justice will become a light to the nations.
=====

John 8:47: 47 He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God."
=====

Revelations 3:20: Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

=====

God Speaks in these ways:

1) Audible Voice

1Samuel 3:1-10: 1SA 3:1 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions.

    1SA 3:2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel.

    Samuel answered, "Here I am." 5 And he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me."

    But Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." So he went and lay down.

    1SA 3:6 Again the LORD called, "Samuel!" And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me."

    "My son," Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down."

    1SA 3:7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.

    1SA 3:8 The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me."

    Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, "Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, `Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.' " So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

    1SA 3:10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!"

    Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening."
2) Angels

3) Dreams & Visions

4) Godly counsel of Christians

Acts 6:1-5: AC 6:1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word."

    AC 6:5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism.
5) Gifts of the Spirit

Romans 1:11: RO 1:11 I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong--
1Corinthians 12: 1CO 12:1 Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.

    1CO 12:4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.

    1CO 12:7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.

    1CO 12:12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

    1CO 12:14 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

    1CO 12:21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

    1CO 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts.
6) People in Ministry

1Peter 4:11: 11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

7) Thru the Bible *****

Psalm 119:9-11: PS 119:9 How can a young man keep his way pure?

    By living according to your word.

  PS 119:10 I seek you with all my heart;

    do not let me stray from your commands.

  PS 119:11 I have hidden your word in my heart

    that I might not sin against you.
7b)  Act out a Bible Passage

8) To our Heart - To our Spirit

9) Pictures or images (see also (3) )

Amos 8:1-2: AM 8:1 This is what the Sovereign LORD showed me: a basket of ripe fruit. 2 "What do you see, Amos?" he asked.

    "A basket of ripe fruit," I answered.

    Then the LORD said to me, "The time is ripe for my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.
Jeremiah 1:11: JER 1:11 The word of the LORD came to me: "What do you see, Jeremiah?"

    "I see the branch of an almond tree," I replied.
Jeremiah 1:13: JER 1:13 The word of the LORD came to me again: "What do you see?"

    "I see a boiling pot, tilting away from the north," I answered.
Ask God to make it REAL to me… or to go DEEPER.

Conditions to hearing God:

1) Humility (opposite of pride)

Psalm 25:9: PS 25:9 He guides the humble in what is right

    and teaches them his way.
2) Faith (opposite of unbelief)

Hebrews 11:6: And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

3) Strong Desire (opposite of apathy)

Proverbs 8:17: PR 8:17 I love those who love me,

    and those who seek me find me.

Psalm 27:7&8: PS 27:7 Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;

    be merciful to me and answer me.

  PS 27:8 My heart says of you, "Seek his face!"

    Your face, LORD, I will seek.

James 4:8: Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
Hosea 6:3: HOS 6:3 Let us acknowledge the LORD;

    let us press on to acknowledge him.

  As surely as the sun rises,

    he will appear;

  he will come to us like the winter rains,

    like the spring rains that water the earth."
4) Clean Heart (opposite of sin)

Isaiah 59:1&2: ISA 59:1 Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save,

    nor his ear too dull to hear.

  ISA 59:2 But your iniquities have separated

    you from your God;

  your sins have hidden his face from you,

    so that he will not hear.
5) Waiting (opposite of hurrying)

Isaiah 26:8-9: ISA 26:8 Yes, LORD, walking in the way of your laws,

    we wait for you;

  your name and renown

    are the desire of our hearts.

  ISA 26:9 My soul yearns for you in the night;

    in the morning my spirit longs for you.

  When your judgments come upon the earth,

    the people of the world learn righteousness.
6) We must respond to the last thing he spoke to us about

7) We are not asking the right questions

Ask God to show me his love!

Cathy gave us these THREE CHALLENGES:
First read 1Kings 10:1-9 about the Queen of Sheeba.  She wasn't satisfied to just hear "reports" but travelled a great distance to see Solomon herself.  Seeing for herself made it so much more!

1Kings 10:1-9: 1KI 10:1 When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relation to the name of the LORD, she came to test him with hard questions. 2 Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great caravan--with camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious stones--she came to Solomon and talked with him about all that she had on her mind. 3 Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was too hard for the king to explain to her. 4 When the queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had built, 5 the food on his table, the seating of his officials, the attending servants in their robes, his cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he made at the temple of the LORD, she was overwhelmed.

    1KI 10:6 She said to the king, "The report I heard in my own country about your achievements and your wisdom is true. 7 But I did not believe these things until I came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, not even half was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report I heard. 8 How happy your men must be! How happy your officials, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom! 9 Praise be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and placed you on the throne of Israel. Because of the LORD's eternal love for Israel, he has made you king, to maintain justice and righteousness."
CHALLENGE 1: To what degree am I being satisfied by someone else's relation with God?
Isaiah 50:4&5: ISA 50:4 The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue,

    to know the word that sustains the weary.

  He wakens me morning by morning,

    wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.

  ISA 50:5 The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears,

    and I have not been rebellious;

    I have not drawn back.
CHALLENGE 2: What is your expectation level for hearing from God yourself?
CHALLENGE 3: Am I asking for myself -- or two way offering back? (for example - story of Hannah)
1Samuel 1 & 2: 1SA 1:1 There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2 He had two wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none.

    1SA 1:3 Year after year this man went up from his town to worship and sacrifice to the LORD Almighty at Shiloh, where Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were priests of the LORD. 4 Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. 5 But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the LORD had closed her womb. 6 And because the LORD had closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her. 7 This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the LORD, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat. 8 Elkanah her husband would say to her, "Hannah, why are you weeping? Why don't you eat? Why are you downhearted? Don't I mean more to you than ten sons?"

    1SA 1:9 Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of the LORD's temple. 10 In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the LORD. 11 And she made a vow, saying, "O LORD Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant's misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head."

    1SA 1:12 As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk 14 and said to her, "How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid of your wine."

    1SA 1:15 "Not so, my lord," Hannah replied, "I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the LORD. 16 Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief."

    1SA 1:17 Eli answered, "Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him."

    1SA 1:18 She said, "May your servant find favor in your eyes." Then she went her way and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast.

    1SA 1:19 Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah lay with Hannah his wife, and the LORD remembered her. 20 So in the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, "Because I asked the LORD for him."

    1SA 1:21 When the man Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to the LORD and to fulfill his vow, 22 Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, "After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him before the LORD, and he will live there always."

    1SA 1:23 "Do what seems best to you," Elkanah her husband told her. "Stay here until you have weaned him; only may the LORD make good his word." So the woman stayed at home and nursed her son until she had weaned him.

    1SA 1:24 After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. 25 When they had slaughtered the bull, they brought the boy to Eli, 26 and she said to him, "As surely as you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD. 27 I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. 28 So now I give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD." And he worshiped the LORD there.

1SA 2:1 Then Hannah prayed and said:

  "My heart rejoices in the LORD;

    in the LORD my horn is lifted high.

  My mouth boasts over my enemies,

    for I delight in your deliverance.

  1SA 2:2 "There is no one holy like the LORD;

    there is no one besides you;

    there is no Rock like our God.

  1SA 2:3 "Do not keep talking so proudly

    or let your mouth speak such arrogance,

  for the LORD is a God who knows,

    and by him deeds are weighed.

  1SA 2:4 "The bows of the warriors are broken,

    but those who stumbled are armed with strength.

  1SA 2:5 Those who were full hire themselves out for food,

    but those who were hungry hunger no more.

  She who was barren has borne seven children,

    but she who has had many sons pines away.

  1SA 2:6 "The LORD brings death and makes alive;

    he brings down to the grave and raises up.

  1SA 2:7 The LORD sends poverty and wealth;

    he humbles and he exalts.

  1SA 2:8 He raises the poor from the dust

    and lifts the needy from the ash heap;

  he seats them with princes

    and has them inherit a throne of honor.

  "For the foundations of the earth are the LORD's;

    upon them he has set the world.

  1SA 2:9 He will guard the feet of his saints,

    but the wicked will be silenced in darkness.

  "It is not by strength that one prevails;

    1SA 2:10 those who oppose the LORD will be shattered.

  He will thunder against them from heaven;

    the LORD will judge the ends of the earth.

  "He will give strength to his king

    and exalt the horn of his anointed."

    1SA 2:11 Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered before the LORD under Eli the priest.

    1SA 2:12 Eli's sons were wicked men; they had no regard for the LORD. 13 Now it was the practice of the priests with the people that whenever anyone offered a sacrifice and while the meat was being boiled, the servant of the priest would come with a three-pronged fork in his hand. 14 He would plunge it into the pan or kettle or caldron or pot, and the priest would take for himself whatever the fork brought up. This is how they treated all the Israelites who came to Shiloh. 15 But even before the fat was burned, the servant of the priest would come and say to the man who was sacrificing, "Give the priest some meat to roast; he won't accept boiled meat from you, but only raw."

    1SA 2:16 If the man said to him, "Let the fat be burned up first, and then take whatever you want," the servant would then answer, "No, hand it over now; if you don't, I'll take it by force."

    1SA 2:17 This sin of the young men was very great in the LORD's sight, for they were treating the LORD's offering with contempt.

    1SA 2:18 But Samuel was ministering before the LORD--a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went up with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, "May the LORD give you children by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave to the LORD." Then they would go home. 21 And the LORD was gracious to Hannah; she conceived and gave birth to three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the LORD.

    1SA 2:22 Now Eli, who was very old, heard about everything his sons were doing to all Israel and how they slept with the women who served at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 23 So he said to them, "Why do you do such things? I hear from all the people about these wicked deeds of yours. 24 No, my sons; it is not a good report that I hear spreading among the LORD's people. 25 If a man sins against another man, God may mediate for him; but if a man sins against the LORD, who will intercede for him?" His sons, however, did not listen to their father's rebuke, for it was the LORD's will to put them to death.

    1SA 2:26 And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the LORD and with men.

    1SA 2:27 Now a man of God came to Eli and said to him, "This is what the LORD says: `Did I not clearly reveal myself to your father's house when they were in Egypt under Pharaoh? 28 I chose your father out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to go up to my altar, to burn incense, and to wear an ephod in my presence. I also gave your father's house all the offerings made with fire by the Israelites. 29 Why do you scorn my sacrifice and offering that I prescribed for my dwelling? Why do you honor your sons more than me by fattening yourselves on the choice parts of every offering made by my people Israel?'

    1SA 2:30 "Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, declares: `I promised that your house and your father's house would minister before me forever.' But now the LORD declares: `Far be it from me! Those who honor me I will honor, but those who despise me will be disdained. 31 The time is coming when I will cut short your strength and the strength of your father's house, so that there will not be an old man in your family line 32 and you will see distress in my dwelling. Although good will be done to Israel, in your family line there will never be an old man. 33 Every one of you that I do not cut off from my altar will be spared only to blind your eyes with tears and to grieve your heart, and all your descendants will die in the prime of life.

    1SA 2:34 " `And what happens to your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, will be a sign to you--they will both die on the same day. 35 I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in my heart and mind. I will firmly establish his house, and he will minister before my anointed one always. 36 Then everyone left in your family line will come and bow down before him for a piece of silver and a crust of bread and plead, "Appoint me to some priestly office so I can have food to eat." ' "
Jeremiah 33:3: 3 `Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.'
