Dean Sherman 6/8/01

We are going to talk about themes we must not leave without.  Everybody who writes or speaks has some amount of gifting to convince.  They all make it sound like they have what is most important.  They come across with great convincing articulation.  So that’s why we have so different many types of information.  This is also why we can get overwhelmed with data.  We live in a word of data.  We have the Internet and access to an unlimited amount of data.   Think of all of the things that we need to remember with all of this information when compared to our grandparents. But God has anticipated our day of data.  That’s why he has written about this in his bible.  

1 John 3:11 This is the message that we have heard from the beginning that we love one another. 

 This is the one.  John is saying, “You know all of the information and all of the training, but do you know what he been trying to say from the beginning? – just this. “ This has to be relaxing to us.  This is all he has been saying. It is just this one thing.  

1 John 4:7 Beloved ones, my good friends let us love one another for love comes from God.  

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.  We are really stuck in the mud with our evangelism.  We want to tell people to repent and etc.  But one way is to love.  How do we know if we are born of God – love.  He’s not compromising the word; he is just reading the word.  And the word says this is the only thing in the book.  Love is it.  Every message about Christianity is just an amplification of this message.  

1 John 4:8 Whoever does not love does not know God because God is love. 

Whoever does not love does not know God.  There is not a Christian in the room that believes this verse.  The way we think is that we have a bible and everything in it is true and we will know God through knowing the bible.  We think that all we need is a bible and a brain to love God.  We live in a society that only has one idea of knowing and we have made a God out of filling our brain of bible facts.  We have to love too and interact with other humans.  

We believe that the bible is what God wants to tell us today.  The problem with that is that we replaced a hierarchy (the church) with the guy who knows the most bible verses.  If he comes to our church and he has studied the bible longer than any one else, we assume know that he knows more about God than we do.  However, most of the bible is about bashing bible scholars.  

Having bible verses in your head and being doctrinally correct does not mean that we know God.  We have almost turned totally in our church and culture, if we are right biblically, then that is the Zenith.  So tonight’s message is the most biblical thing that we can do – love one another.  And we have all types of people out there that want to be biblical but don’t love.  

We are just saying that the salient message of God is love.  God wants us to interface with human beings.  YWAM teaches that time alone with God is the way to get to know him.  1 John says it is not.  If we can’t interface with humans, we won’t.  We think that knowing God just has to do with relating with God.  

Greek Thinking: To know or to believe something has to do with brain agreement

Jewish Thinking: To know or to believe has to do with life experience

There is a kind of thinking that we have not followed enough of – this is life experience.  In order for Jewish people to believe something they had to live it.  So technically if we're not by living something we are not believing it.  But we have developed the Greek side of thinking.   This is just to put thoughts into our brain.

Adam knew his wife and she conceived and bore a son.  So we assume that they had sex.  This is a picture that we see of Jewish knowing – it is an intimate experience with.  I don’t know you unless we have an intimate experience.  

Job said he knew about God but now has experienced him.  The Old Testament is stories about experiences with God. The New Testament in Greek explains things philosophically.  During the enlightenment in Europe we turned to rationalism.  Rationalism means that our brains are capable of taking in all that is true.  Then we began to mistrust Jewish thinking.  So, we started thinking that experiences do not account for anything when figuring out truth.  

In Greek thinking we ask if our relationship with God is biblical and we plot this against Jewish type of thinking.  Over 2/3 of the word is experience.  We have dichotomized the bible and we don’t need to.  The word and the experience need to agree.  Dean knows he is married because it says it in the bible that two people can come together and become one flesh.  So do we see how silly it would be for Dean to believe he is married only because the bible says it?  Don’t plot biblical against experience.  They can coexist.  

In the Greek language the word “hypocrite” simply used to mean someone who performed on a stage.  This is why Jesus called the Pharisees this.  They were just acting like they loved each other but in their heart there was something else going on.  

1 John is trying to say don’t just love in word but in deed and in truth.  Act love out.  Don’t just say it. We can fool ourselves that we really know God because we have been to church a lot but in our heart there is still ugliness.  So why do we have a lot of fighting in the church?  We don’t really know God if we are not getting a long – serving, caring, and helping.  This is the practical love and not just the word love.  We do not want to go with theory – we want to go with practice.  

James 2:14 What good is it my brother if a man claims to have faith but has no deed?  Can such faith save him?  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warn and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?   In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.  Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.  You believe that there is one God.  Good!  Even the demons believe that – and shudder.

We have a society where we have all kinds of friends that believe in God but they don’t go to church or anything. This is Greek type of thinking.  We think that all we have to believe is that he exists but this does not alone lead to salvation.  Listen, it is more than filling our heads full of facts.  How do we have a faith better than demons then – we accept Christ and we enter into obedience with him.  Then we begin to know.  

We need to start living out what we have in our knowledge.  The bible says that these are two different kinds of knowing.  And we need to have both.  Why is this important?  It is because Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Youth are in Greek style thinking.  Young people will remember what happened here and not what was said.  Older people will say that we don’t want to wear our hats backwards to church.  But young people say why?  Greek thinking is categories (we can’t do on Sunday what we do on Thursday).  Jewish thinking is integration – we young really are Jewish thinkers.  We don’t want to have two sets of clothing.

Youth just love music even if we can’t hear the words.   Old people think that you have to hear the words.  Yet again the difference between the styles of thinking is apparent.  “Sense” that’s Greek – we can’t figure it out in our brain so it’s not valuable. Abraham would not have taken Isaac up to sacrifice him if he would have reasoned. 

The Jewish race and bible start because someone went out without knowing where he was going.  He was trying to establish trust.  He was trying to create knowledge.  It is a relationship.  Just sitting in a classroom is not going to cut it.  This is why we do a school in community.  It helps us to get to know God.  That’s why we have roommates and work duty and outreach.  Outreach is not just evangelizing.  Part of learning is doing.  

Two traditional deans of established universities told Dean Sherman to not lose what we have.  YWAM has community based learning.  We have to relate to somebody.  God will manifest what is in our heart.  This is the faithfulness of God.  He doesn’t want us to settle for just the intellect stuff.  

When we came to evangelize the Indians in North America – white religion….

We have to think deeper about this and learn from the other side.  There are people on this planet that are intuitive and experiential people. We really need to hear what people say when they say this is white man’s religion. Why do we have unreached people in the world?  Hindus, Buddhism, Muslims and animists – all whose religion is the whole of life are unreached.  A Thai thinks I am Thai and I am Buddhist.  They integrate it.  If you are Thai, you are Buddhists.  There is no option.

The other thing YWAM has is field orientation.  Praise God.  Education worldwide is including more training (internships).  

Ephesians 3:19 And to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all fullness of God.

Sounds like a contradiction.  How can we know something that we don’t know?  If it surpasses knowledge, how can we know it?  Paul was doing in this passage exactly what we are talking about.  He wants us to know beyond anything that our brain can figure out.  The relationship surpasses knowledge.  And be filled with the fullness of God.

1 Corinthians 1:22 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom.

 Jews look for action and power.  Greeks look for wisdom.  Why doesn’t God raise the dead?  Because we wonder why he doesn’t.  People in New Guinea just accept the bible for what it is.  They raise people from the dead all the time because they don’t think about it.  Jewish thinkers never come to “let’s think about”.  They say “there is a need and we need it filled.”   

If we have relationship with God, then we will know the doctrine of God.  

1 Corinthians 1:23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.

For those who are called, Christ becomes the wisdom of God and the Power of God.  Jesus is the wisest thing that God did.  It is not only the wisest but it has power to change things.  It is intellectually phenomenal but still is powerful.  It is the fountain of brilliancy.  It is power.  

We have the bible because God ordered this thing.  Every word of the bible is truth.  It has the New Testament for the Greek thinking and the Old Testament for the Jewish thinking.  This is the dynamic functionality of the bible.  The Old Testament is hugely life practical.  The New Testament is explaining those same ways of the Old Testament in a philosophical manner.  This is just wisdom about these ways of living in the Old Testament.  

1 John 3 & 4 These chapters include the following topics: Children of God, Love One Another, Test the Spirits, and God’s Love and Ours.

1 John 4:16  And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  

The essence of God’s being is love.  God is love but love is not God.  How can we be Godly?  How can we be holy?  Holy means other than and set apart from.  God is totally unsinful - that is holy.  God’s holiness is his love.  God totally loves.  Saying that God is love is the same as saying that God is holy.  

He made man a social interfacer.  We have free choice so that we can have a relationship.  And this is the whole message from the beginning.  This is it.  We are never holier than we are getting along with people.  We can go into the mountains to be holy by becoming inhuman.  We need to relate properly.  

He who lives in love, lives in God.  Holiness and love are the same thing. 

Jewish – actions are louder than words.  I had the affair but it didn’t mean anything.  When you have an affair you are not loving the other person.  We still think that we can tell someone that we have not treated in a loving manner that we still love him or her.  Greek thinking is words only.  We are locked into Greek thinking. It is all about loving.  We can never say to someone, this is going to hurt you but….

1 John 3:17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?

Giving is only when we release it.  We cannot still have control when we give it.  If we still have control it is manipulation.  

This is the only message.  This is all we have to do between birth and the grave.  This is every sermon the pastor has ever preached.  Don’t just do it in word but do it in lifestyle

2ND TEACHING

It is so easy to develop an entire Christian life without love.  It’s amazing to see that we can be doctrinally correct and not love but the doctrine is love.  What can be clearer than this?  But we have entire denominations formed around something – baptism, a kind of church government, justification by faith, and spiritual gifts etc.  If I do not love, I don’t count.  My Christianity would not matter at all.  

There is one message and there is one requirement, which is love

1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us.

Our love is a response to something shown to us by God.  Because he loved us, we can love others.  He imparted this ability upon us.  If we cannot love our brothers, we cannot love God who we cannot see.  

1 John 4:21 And he has give us this command: Whoever loves God must love his brother.

God does not separate loving him from loving humans.  If we only love humans then we are humanists.  If we only love God, we are biblical mystics.  However, we had through church history people that thought they loved God so much that they didn’t love people.  But the bible says that these things can’t be cut in two.  They have to come together.  We only love people because God loved us.  

1. Can’t love God without loving people.

2. You can’t love people without loving God.

That’s Christianity.  This is all there is.  All that is left is amplifying this message.  We need amplification because most Christians are overwhelmed.  And we need to show the love God.

Mother Theresa understands this.  When you minister to the poor child, you are ministering and worshiping Jesus.  Jesus Christ told us this message in Matthew 25.  We can’t turn our back on our brothers and sisters.  

The second commandment is like unto the first.  The first is love God with all your self.  The second is that we need to love our neighbor.  

John 13:34 A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.

It is almost like God is summing all of the Old Testament up.  This is a summation commandment.  This is the whole law.  This ties the whole scriptures together.  We still need to read the Old Testament though so we can understand all this includes.  

If there is only one message and only one commandment, then there is only one root of problems.  We look at the morning news and can be overwhelmed at all of the problems in the world.  27 million in Africa are in the AIDS state of HIV.  These people are dying right now because of AIDS.  1200 children die every day from Malaria.  40,000 children starve everyday.  In some villages there are teams that go to rescue just the children because all of the adults have died.  36% of Botswana is HIV positive.  And we can go on and on.  This is why we need to sum it up.  Otherwise our faith is not practical.  We just sit here and wonder what we can do.  If we sum it up, we know what to do – love.  Love is the doing.  

And this is why our marriages aren’t working.  We get this feeling inside and we think we are in love.  But the love never gets acted out.  If it is only “love” without action it is a hypocritical marriage.  They feel love but never act it out.  This is the importance of last night’s teaching.  If we don’t figure out some doing love, we are not going to have family life.  We almost don’t now.  Young people are just totally ticked.   We have dropped out of church and dropped out of family.  This is because it is just “say it” love and not “do it” love.  Wow.  

We can have a breakdown in three areas

1. Between people and God

2. Between people and people

3. Between people and themselves

Every problem is relating wrongly.

1. Is sin

2. Is selfishness

3. Inferiority Complex, self-hatred, bad self-image etc.

Jesus said by one thing should man know two things.  The “do it” kind of love (John 13) shows that we are God’s representatives. How can we say that our religion is superior?  This will convince all man that we have the way.  Isn’t this why Christians are in business?  This is the point.  What’s going to convince these people?  The only thing that will is love.  Jesus told us, “By this…. through love.”  

How many of us have prayed for revival?  And we all think that we know what will bring revival.  But most of this only brings a lot of problems and division.  So how many of us think Jesus is wrong?  By this ALL men will know…. How about this for revival?  Why not try this one?  We have tried everything else for 2000 years. Why don’t we try Love for 2000 years?  

John 17:20-21 My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father just as you are in men and I am in you.

This is relationship.  This is love lived out.  Help them get along so that the world will know that Jesus is the one that was sent.  Jesus was the Son and the Savior.  The world says that we are unintellectual to think that if we accept Jesus all of the world’s problems will be solved.  They don’t think that he is a Savior.  Father make them one so that the world will know. 

There will be no revival if we don’t start loving.  We have tons of people fasting for revival but then going to church fighting.  And they are wasting their time.  If miracles convince people, what about Jesus?  Jesus walked on water and rose people from the dead but that did not convince them.  They killed him for this.  The only thing that will convince all men is love.  Why don’t we try this?  

Jesus never prayed for revival.  Why do we think we are supposed to?  Let’s start being one.  During our time in DTS, this is the best time in our adult life to learn practically about this oneness.  We have to coexist with people every day.  There is a reason YWAM is interdenominational.  There is a reason I am sleeping with others who snore. If we can live in oneness with someone that we may think be wrong, then we will have something to say to all of these other countries.  What do we have to say to the people that can’t get along?  

Christians are known for fighting.  If you study history, Christians start most of the wars.  Our history is ugly.  The church has killed a lot of people.  They killed someone who was trying to get the Bible to us.  This is THE message.  What is more important than this?  

Anything that we think the Holy Spirit may have revealed to us but legislates against getting along with people is wrong.  If we don’t get this right, we are missing the core.  We can’t glorify knowledge.  If you have more bible knowledge than me, then you are the leader of the group.  This is not all bad.  It is good to get bible verses into our heads.  But do not miss the entire theme. 

We have formed our society around college.  If we could just educate our youth, then they wouldn’t get pregnant or do drugs.  We think education is the answer for everything.  How many of us know that an educated devil is just a more efficient one?  We have never had more addictions, violence, and diseases in the history of the planet and we have never been more educated in the history of the planet. We need to love.  

Man was not made to serve the Sabbath.  The Sabbath was made so that guys don’t wear out.  Every law made was made to help us.  It helps us to not die.  The Sabbath is to serve us.  We need a break.  His yoke is easy.  The laws were made for us.  They are not hard.  That’s why we can sum up every law by love.  Christianity is not rules.  It is love.  The only reason we think it is hard to follow rules is because we think God made them to confine us.  

How many people say they are not the Christian type.  They have seen 2000 years of Christianity that says there are rules but God is just trying to say it is loving.  God doesn’t make rules for the heck of it.  He makes them for the benefit of the people.  They are for our good.  

Lawlessness is not love.  The laws are love, for our benefit.  The Pharisees only kept the law. From day one Jesus played with children, which Pharisees wouldn’t do.  The Pharisees thought all problems stemmed from women so Jesus from day one hung out with women.  And we still don’t get this.  

Six weeks ago Dean made this statement in China: “We all own a body and we know that every member has a function.  Women are saved and are part of the body of Christ.  This is so easy.  Women have function.” That’s all he said.  At the end of the meeting a guy came up to him and said that they needed to talk.  He sat there for two hours with a book about theology book written by leading theologians in America.  It is supposedly has the final word of the role of men and women in the body of Christ.  It says that there are certain things that women can’t do in the body of Christ and they support it biblically.  The authors did not write it harsh but were trying to do a good job. The second week, Dean went to a compound in the middle of wheat field with guards posted everywhere.  He spent another week with underground church leaders.  There was not a person there who had not been in prison.  And every day he met with some of the leaders.  Over half of them were women.  He didn’t think that it was appropriate to bring up that they were unbiblical.  Should we just leave them in their ignorance and let them start their 300 churches?  

What are we doing philosophizing about the rightness of what these women are dong?  How stupid is this?  The top theologians spent several months doing this book.  What are they dong?  When you get in a different context, some of what we think is important, just really won’t make sense.  Who is going to care about women being disciples when we have one right in front of us?  This woman said that her husband and sons were shot.  What do we say?  We are so sorry for what happened.  She replied, “Don’t be sorry  - that is our power.”  

Are we going to serve people or are we going to serve theology? 

The compound with all of these Christians did not have water and we don’t want to know about the toilets.  Most of the people were poor and uneducated.  There was one guy in particular who looked just really ragged.  Who is this guy?  The guy stands up and starts telling about all the churches he has planted and how much he has been beaten.  Just last week, he had gotten real bold and had a big meeting because there hadn’t been much persecution in a while.  Then, the soldiers came in because they heard singing.  Everybody just froze with fear.  All at once a woman stood up and said Halleluiah.  When this happened a force picked these soldiers up and threw them against the back wall.  Then this one soldier stood up and said that he believes in God.  This is called Jesus thinking apologetics.  

What marked these people?  They loved each other.  They have had people give their lives for them and they were willing to do the same.  Since Dean has left China, there has been a new crack down on underground churches.  Some of the people are probably now in prison.  Pray that we do not pressure the government and that they won’t go to prison.  Prison is where they get some of the best leaders.  Now this is “do it” Christianity.

Love definded:

We have lost our definition of love.  We have never had more movies, seminars, or books about love but we have yet never misunderstood love more.  We have a whole world that doesn’t understand love.  There a lot of lonely people out there.  Part of the problem is definition.  Listen, “I love your shirt, I love your car, I love you Jesus, Let’s make love etc.”  We can look at these and realize that we don’t understand what love means.  What does love mean.  How many of us think that God didn’t anticipate this though?

1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

Just in case we get confused about what love is.  This just clears everything up.  It says it right in the bible.  We can’t say that we are incapable of love.  We can’t say we are confused about love.  This is how we know what love means.  

But we also have the philosophical.  Death brings about new life.  Jesus died for our new lives.  You have to plant a seed to get more seed.  Animals die when we eat them to give us life.  But we got more than the Greek; he gave us the Jewish also.  Jesus went through sorrow and grief.  He did not just die.  He experienced.  He did not just philosophize about but he practically did it.  How do we love?  Laying down our lives.  What is death?  Death is dying towards selfishness and this is what love is.  Servant hood, not being selfish, and laying down our life are all examples.  

Death to self does not mean death to personhood.  It means death to selfishness.  This is because we actually happen to be valuable.  We can’t get rid of us.  We can only get rid of our selfishness.  We are not basically evil.  God so loved us he gave us his son.  God thought we were valuable enough to do this.  He saw good in us.  Human is okay.  God made human in his image.  Self is not our humanness.  MY FLESH is not my humanness.  It is my selfishness.  Flesh is not personality or sexuality.  Flesh is not humanness or physiology.  The dominant theology in the world thinks that our body is flesh.  The only way to crucify the flesh then is to stop bodily function.  Bodily function is not the flesh.  Our physical bodies are fine.  Our personalities are fine.  Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit.  We only have to have function unselfishly.  Bodies are not bad.  

Dean says not to come to him after the meeting and tell him that he needs to hide behind the cross or that we would have liked it with less of his personality.  Dean Sherman is a good thing.  If he is up there being himself, it is okay.  If he is doing it selfishly, then is not okay.  Jesus is in him.  He wants to work through Dean’s personality.  His uniqueness glorifies and reflects Jesus.  But there are so many condemned because there is so much of our own personalities.  The only thing that needs to decrease is our selfishness.  Humanity is not bad.  Be a human.  Sexuality is not bad.  Most of the churches we attend we will not see personality manifested.  When church service is going on we become reverent and turn off our personality.  What is this all about?  This stems from a concept that humans are evil even after they have been redeemed.  Humans are not evil.  Humans are like God’s image.  Personalities are good.  Eating is not a sin.  Gluttony is a sin because it is selfish eating.  Enjoying ourselves is not a sin.  If it is at someone’s expense, then it is sin.  

Israel danced and feasted more than they fasted. What is Song of Solomon all about?  Do we get this?  We need to think biblically or we can live our whole life in condemnation.  We can notice a beautiful woman and not have to feel bad about it.  We are just reading the bible here.  We can live life but just don’t be selfish.  Love is laying down our life.  This is death to selfishness.  Don’t deny your humanity.  

God made us in his image.  Humanity is not bad.  Our personalities are not bad.  They have a lot to do with what God’s like.  This is not arrogance.  This is good self-image.  Who are we in Jesus Christ?  We don’t cease to be when we are in him.  God did not create us to be mirrors.  We are each unique.  

Love also is the truth.  The world says that truth is defined by love.  How can you say that people are wrong when they are in love?  They are just shacked up but they love each other.  This is saying truth is anything that is love.  “He means well” so he is okay.  No.  There is right and wrong.  There is truth and falsehood.  It does not matter if we mean well.  Christianity says that love is defined by what is true.  If we aren’t doing truth, we aren’t loving.  When we are in truth  we are loving, even if we do not have feelings with it.  

Love is also choosing what is highest and best.  Love is a choice and more than feelings.  Love is a choice before it is a feeling.  Dean likes the Viper but he is not in love with it.  Love may include hyperventilation.  And there is more than that to love.  Before it is a feeling, it is a choice and feelings will follow those choices.  

People are dying and starving.  It doesn’t matter if we feel anything about this or not.  This is not love.  Love is a choice.  Get on a plane.  We don’t have to feel anything for these people.  We just have to decide to help them.  We have a culture that thinks love is just emotion.  Today, we think when the emotions leave a relationship then it is loveless.

People will lose their compassion for one reason or another.  We can’t go on feeling.  We need to go on a choice.  Feelings are good.  God has feelings.  Love has to be a choice first though.  

Love is choice for what is highest and best.  What is love to the other person?  Get out of here with the “I don’t see anything wrong with it.”  We need to respect and love one another.  We just need to remember if it is love to that guy.  You have to love in the other person’s language.  This is when love is actually in session.  The other person has to feel it.  The way we love is to find out what the other person loves and do it.  

In John 2, Jesus went to a wedding feast.  He did not do any healing there although there might have been some at the party who needed healing.  What he did was turn water into wine.  Why do we suppose he did this?  It is not some symbolic hidden meaning that is the core of this.  Jesus only turned the water into wine because they were out.  There’s no more symbolism than this.  He was showing us how to love.  They said we’re out.  He said, “Okay, this is how I will love you.  I will make more wine.”  

Jesus did not come to condemn us.  Some Christians think that their only reason for existence is to condemn.  But the very essence of our religion is directly the opposite.  He came so that we would find life.  This can be found in John 3.

So what does Jesus do?  He finds himself at a wedding party.  No Pharisee ever went to a wedding party.  Jesus’ entire ministry was love.  He gave people what they wanted.  The blind man asked for sight and he got it.  He raised the son from the dead because the woman asked.  He loved people.  That’s why he chose to do what he did.  A lot of people don’t need to be told they are sinners; they need a friend.  We need to find out what people need and choose to give it to them.

Choosing the highest and best is also what is appropriate.  Something might be both wrong and right in different situations.  We can’t get legalistic.  We have to choose what is appropriate.  Is it loving? – Not is it wrong or right?  There is an appropriate place to hug.  After this meeting it is appropriate.  At two in the morning in the alley, it may not be.  

Love is also honoring according to actual value.  If I don’t show you worth and value then I do not love you.  Because love has lost it meaning we may want to substitute it with other words.  How about the word honor?  What honors God?  Are we honoring you right now?  People are not objects to be consumed.  Are we honoring each other?  There is a difference between looking and “looking”.  When we looking at a woman, she is not something to be consumed.  When we do this, we are violating them.  We are not honoring them.  This is the point.  If it doesn’t honor, get rid of it.  

There are three anybodies in the world. – God, neighbors, and self.  Do anything we want as long as we are not hurting any of these three anybodies.  

So why do we only have two commandments then?  We would think that we need three?  Why does God have loving him as a commandment?  It is not for selfish reasons.  He is number one because he is the most valuable.  He has surpassing value.  It is infinite.  That is why we start our meetings with worth-ship. He really is worth it.  If we have two denominations of bills on the table, it doesn’t take us too much time to decide which one is worth more.  This is simple.  God is worth more.  He is worth more than you and me.  He is number one not because he coerces.  So, why do you and I share a commandment?  We do because we have the same value.  We are all worth the same.  We equal each other.  We are enough currency to buy each other.  Males=Females.  Pastors=Congregation.  We need to love each other equally.  

If we do this for the rest of our lives, we will never be wrong again.  Then, we will have fulfilled the whole law and the prophets.  

How do we measure value?  God is the standard we compare it to.  We measure things God created by the closeness to his likeness.  This is in terms of his or her value and not behavior.  We have to relate to one another on terms of value and not behavior or actions.  Otherwise, we could never forgive anyone.  

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

We were sinners behaving badly.  We were in our worst state when he died for us.  This says something about our value and not our behavior.  A lot of behaviors are because people don’t understand their value – pride, arrogance, and low self-esteem.  

Redemption is all about love. The message of the bible is an outcropping of the love message.  It is how we get saved and is the redemption story.  

