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Spiritual Warfare World View:

This is not necessarily shared by all theologies.  However, we can’t really understand the bible outside of a spirit worldview and a warfare view.  Everything God does, he does by his Spirit.  He spoke the universe into existence and his Spirit moved out.  It is not by might or power but it is by His Spirit.  How did we get here?  The Holy Spirit got us here.  No man comes to God except through the Spirit.  Everything that has happened to us has happened through the Spirit.  This is important because there is a strategy from hell that is active today.  It wants to turn Christianity into naturalism and rationalism.  Most Christians don’t think that Holy Spirit has anything to do with their daily lives because they can figure it all out themselves.  God still wants to keep us dependent on him.  That’s the whole Old Testament. He wants us to live in a state that if the Spirit does not move then we are dead meat.  A church service without the Spirit is nothing.  Don’t replace the Holy Spirit doing something with us now knowing sufficient bible facts.  We never have enough bible facts to do a miracle.  We always will need miraculous intervention – when we die and go to heaven.  That’s why we have to worship and do everything in Spirit.  It can’t be us. 

Every book in the bible has the Spirit moving as a major theme.  In 2 Corinthians 3 Paul says that we do not need letters of recommendation but you are our letters.  We have been made competent ministers of the word through his Spirit.  The underlying theme is the Holy Spirit had to do something.  How did it ever turn to become a majority of the church that does not function in the supernatural? – This is a strategy of the devil to turn the church to naturalism.  

The next part is the warfare theme.  From the beginning God has planned and Satan has countered that plan with his own.  And man yields to one or the other, thus releasing it on earth.  This again is the bible summary and story. Ephesians 6: …stand against…. Where did we ever get the idea that everything that happens on the planet is God?  The most damned thing that is on the planet right now is the idea that “everything happens for a reason.”  Fatalism is that God’s plan includes everything that is on earth.  Fatalism is “whatever is going to happen is going to happen”.  It is the luck of the draw.  Every eastern religion is based on fatalism.  People don’t believe that they have a choice.  Islam – whatever Allah wills. It’s our destiny.  It was meant to be.  It was a marriage made in heaven.  What goes around comes around.  This comes straight out of the circle of Buddhism. Buddhism has the three circles of life.  Remember the Lion King – circle of life – straight Buddhism. 

When we bring that into Christian philosophy it leads to “everything happens for a reason.”  Us being violated is not the will of God.  He is more upset and hurt than we are.  It was not his will.  God didn’t say we were going to win some and lose some in the Old Testament.  He said that if we walk in his ways then we will be blessed and always have victory.  Our society has to together to walk in his ways and we will always be blessed.  Satan counters the plan.  We have to resist the plans of the enemy.  It is up to us.  Are we going to do what the enemy is tempting us to do?  To whom you yield yourselves to obey his servants you are - Romans 6.  Whichever we choose, that is whom we will be bound to.  Are we going to yield ourselves to God?  

None of the evil that happens on this planet is the plan of God. 

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, “Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

We have to be spirit world minded.  We have a spirit God, a spirit enemy, and a spirit kingdom. 

Romans 14:7 For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone.

We have the will of God, the will of the devil, and the will of man.  God has purposes.  Find them and follow them.  The devil has purposes.  Find them and get rid of them.  The enemy is strong in places because man has given him place.  Humans have to bring it.  Everything the devil does he has to do through us.  We control the amount of evil.  Demons cannot do anything without us.  All they can do is tempt.  How about the haunted house?  It is not really the person.  It is a familiar spirit impersonating this thing or person.  How did this spirit get there?  It got here through one gate.  The man sinned.  The man died but the demon is still there.  The demons can’t come without our will and can’t leave without a will.  Demons will be assigned to our family for centuries until we cast them out through Jesus.  Don’t be overwhelmed by evil.  We brought it.  We only have to get rid of it.  
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“We’re in the battle”
Ephesians 6:10 through Ephesians 6:20 (NASB) 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  18With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 19and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

There are three major sections in this passage.  First, we have the statement that we are in battle.  We battle against principalities.  Many Christians don’t meditate on the fact that everyone is in battle.  We are right now in warfare whether we like it or not.  There is a real devil and the battle is real.  We need to be strong in the Lord because we are in this battle.  Somehow we get the idea if we leave the devil alone that he will leave us alone.  This is not the case.  The enemy knows us and he knows where we are.  We need to be aware that battle is on whether we are ready or not.

Proverbs 11:1 (NASB) 1 A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is His delight.

We are famous as Christians for being out of balance.  One of these areas is in spiritual warfare.  There are two major extremes that people go to when talking about the devil.  It is almost impossible to talk about the devil without moving to one of these two extremes.  The first extreme is overemphasis.  They think that there is a demon in everything.  The problem is a wrong focus.  Jesus didn’t really have a deliverance ministry.  He didn’t focus his ministry around demons.  One third of his ministry was this but it wasn’t the focus of it.  The ministry of Jesus was to reconcile the world to God.  Jesus has committed to us this ministry of reconciliation – 2 Corinthians 5.  God is only doing two things in the earth.  First, he is bringing the unsaved back to himself.  This is evangelism.  The second thing is that he is bringing the church to unity, maturity, and wholeness.  Anything other than this is extracurricular.  There are many ways to do these things.  An overemphasis on demons also comes from spiritual pride.  There is a subtle appeal to your pride when you are moving in the power of the Spirit.  Don’t minister out of our ego need.  We need to be sure our motives are pure to meet people’s need.  

The other problem with balance is under-emphasis.  These are the people that have seen those that overemphasize.  There is fear involved here.  The people don’t want to talk about the devil.  They just pretend that the devil is not there.  We don’t have to pretend the devil doesn’t exist to have victory.  Knowing about the devil will not bring us into bondage.  Everything that we know about the devil comes from the Word of God.  The bible is not possessed because it talks about the devil.  The problem is fear and ignorance when we don’t realize our victory.  

We need to walk in awareness.  This is key in spiritual warfare.  We need to know what is going on in the world.  We are to walk in wisdom.  We also need to know the truth about God.  We need to know God’s attributes and have them become real to us.  We have to know that God is bigger than everything else.  We also need to know who we are in Christ.  Do we know the authority that we have in Jesus?  Lastly, we need to know the truth about Satan.  Truth doesn’t bind us but it liberates us.  

The second section of the Ephesians passage is about our weapons and armor.  We are to take the full armor of God.  Armor is for defensive standing.  We need to stand firm as verse 11 tells us.  The defense’s job in any sporting event is to hold off the penetration of the offense.  This has to do with our personal victory and our commitment to righteousness and truth.  On the other hand, weapons are for offense.  The offensive standing is found in verse 13 where it says that we are to stand firm against.  The offense’s job is to find a way to penetrate through the defense.  This has to do with advancing the kingdom of God.  Most Christians never get around to this one.  Most just are happy to keep themselves from sinning.  Let’s get on the offensive and get angry at the devil.  The gates of hell are prevailing right now even though we already have victory.  We need to go out against the gates and claim the victory that we have.  

The third section is the exercise of spiritual warfare by praying in the Spirit, speaking in the Spirit, and living in the Spirit.  What does it mean to let all prayer be done in the Spirit?  A lot of people would say that praying in the Spirit means speaking in tongues.  However, we can pray all times in the Spirit.  This doesn’t mean that we are to always pray in tongues but it means to not let you prayers become religious.  Prayer in the Spirit fights back against the kingdom of darkness.  Praying in the Spirit means expecting the Holy Spirit to show you what to pray, to give you the words to pray, and to let God reveal more details.  This is really letting the Holy Spirit energize our prayer to penetrate the atmosphere of darkness that is in the world.  

1 Peter 4:11 (NASB) 11Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

This is a powerful scripture.  We can speak by the Spirit or speak by something else.  We can be fooled by the sound of someone’s voice that they may be anointed.  Most speakers learn how to speak and would be able to do it without the Holy Spirit.  We can tell an anointed speaker by his humility and whether or not he asks the Holy Spirit to come.  

Living by the Spirit is boldness.  Boldness is a flow of the Spirit out of our innermost being released by obedience and faith that penetrates through the evil atmosphere around us into the hearts and minds of people.  It is not brashness.  

“The Nature of Warfare”
The two major themes of media are romance and conflict.  We sit and watch romance go on over and over again.  We pay money to watch it even though we know that it is acting.  Something is built in us to be a part of romance.  God put this in every human being.  We are “the nothing” that gets to marry “the everything”.  This is what the bride of Christ is all about.  We go to movies to watch conflict.  We want to watch the good guys give it to the bad guys.  We long to see good triumph over evil.  This is because God built this into us.  Spiritual warfare is not just for a few select people.  We have been born for spiritual warfare.  When we get a revelation that we can drive the devil back, we won’t be as interested in these other type of acted out conflicts.  We will realize that we are in warfare and that we can win the battle. 

Ephesians 6:12 (NASB) 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

Warfare is much like wrestling.

1. Warfare is constant.  It does not end.  Once it begins, there’s no break.  The devil will move in and pour on the steam at our lowest point.  The devil will wait for us.  He will back off and wait till the timing is right.  We need to determine that we are going to fool the devil.  The devil knows that he only needs one night or one hour to wreck our whole life.  This is why he is willing to wait.  Satan has a plan for our life.  This plan includes up days and down days. We are in warfare and we cannot afford down days.  David understood this.  He was constantly talking to his soul.  “Why are you so downcast O my soul?”  We need to make our emotions agree with the truth.  It is selfish to let our emotions rule us.  

2. We must be alert.  Alert means to watch and to be vigilant.  We are in a war and we need to be aware of what the enemy is doing.  It is dumb not to want to know what our enemy is doing.  If we are going to be effective in warfare, we want to know what the plans of the devil are.  There are three strategic areas in our lives that we must be alert to:

a. We must be alert in our minds.  These are our thoughts and imaginations.  We need to be like a radar screen at an airport.  The radar is constantly on.  We need to picture one of these things on the top of our head and be aware at all times.  We need to make sure that we are not thinking wrong.  We need to become suspicious of our thoughts.  Why do we think the thoughts that we do?  We need to identify our thoughts and their source. We need to know if they are appropriate or if we need to shoot them down.  At first to check every thought will be extremely laborious.  However, after time it will be just like driving a car.  Most Christians think unbelieving and wrong thoughts.  The key is to recognize the thoughts of the enemy.  Thoughts of suicide are always from the devil.  We need to resist and cast down thoughts that don’t agree with the truth of God.  We can train our mind to do this and we must train it to do so.  Additionally, we need to be aware of our imaginations.  God is a creator and so are humans.  Humans made books and other inventions in our history.  The devil loves to get our imagination.  When we walk in the dark, we imagine that something is moving in the shadows.  Most fears are imaginary. We have to actively cast down our thoughts and imaginations.

(2 Corinthians 10:3 through 2 Corinthians 10:5 (NASB) 3For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 4for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 5We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ). 

(Philippians 4:8 (NASB) 8Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.)

b. The second area we need to watch is our heart.  This includes our attitudes and emotions.  Isn’t it interesting that God created our head and hearts to be vital places?  These are both vital physically and spiritually.  A lot of people are not aware of their attitudes. (Ephesians 4:27 (NASB) 27and do not give the devil an opportunity.)  We give place to the devil in our attitudes.  Bitterness, jealousy, and envy are all giving place to the devil.  There are so many attitudes that give place to the devil.  We are often not horrified of these attitudes.  These attitudes are probably more problematic than other sins such as homosexuality.  What are we more horrified of?  Refusing to give place to the devil with our attitudes is spiritual warfare.  We need to deal with our attitudes.  We are not to be bitter but rather forgiving.  Then there are emotions.  Emotions are not the flesh.  God has emotions.  A lot of people let their emotions rule them.  

i. 1 Peter 5:6 (NASB) 6Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,)  There has never been a humbling that God hasn’t exalted.  We will never defeat the devil when we are proud.  

ii. 1 Peter 5:7 (NASB) 7casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. The next point is that we are to not worry.  Worry comes from unbelief.  We will not worry because we believe that God is trustworthy.

iii. 1 Peter 5:8 (NASB) 8Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. – What’s this mean?  Sober means to be aware.  Never forget that we are in a battle.  Don’t do something stupid because there is a real devil.  Don’t dabble in sin.  The devil likes to steal time from us.  He is a thief and wants to steal from us.  Be sober and remember where we are. Be alert and vigilant.  The devil goes about like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour.  The devil can’t devour but only can roar.  He roars and we run out of emotion.  Most Christians make many of their major decisions on the roar of the lion.  We make excuses for our sinning because of the roar of the lion.  Our emotions reinforce our decisions but should not direct them.  We shouldn’t move unless the Lord tells us, no matter what.  These are the only types of people that will make it in leadership.  We need analyze our feelings and thoughts.  It is important to remember that Satan can inspire both thoughts and feelings.  

c. The mouth is the third area that we need to be aware of.  The devil loves to use our mouth and probably has.  This doesn’t mean that our tongue is possessed.  It is a reality that Satan can inspire words.  Don’t let ourselves hear ourselves speak untrue things about others and ourselves.  We need to start agreeing with God about others and ourselves and say those things.  We need to agree with God.  There are also these other things such as slander, criticism, and gossip.  There is no scripture in the Word of God that tells us we can do these things.  What point is there in talking about each other?   Do not criticize others.  The mouth has spirit power behind it.  This is why music is such a powerful media.  

Proverbs 18:21 (NASB) 21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit. 

Proverbs 11:9 (NASB) 9 With his mouth the godless man destroys his neighbor, But through knowledge the righteous will be delivered.

The enemy loves to utilize our mouth.  It is a method by which he can use it to attack others.  If we pray for protection, couldn’t we remove this protection by our harsh words?  Doesn’t this follow?  This is why we are to not criticize and slander.  

Psalm 141:3 (NASB) 3Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips. 

If we put this scripture on our heart, we will find ourselves stopping right in the middle of a sentence when we are slandering someone.  It helps if we wait before we speak.  

James 1:26 (NASB) 26If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless.

Our mouth can cancel out all of our religion.  This is spiritual warfare.  Nobody ever needs to be cut down by words that we say.  The most arrogant people are the ones that probably need encouragement the most.  

3. A wrestler must also be in shape.  We need to be strong in the Lord.  This is a commandment.  We have shortcomings, but we are in the Lord.  Thus, we are strong in Him.  There is strength in Jesus to make us strong.

a. We can meditate on the Word to keep us strong.  We need to make the Word part of us.  We need to also memorize some scripture.  Meditation is what makes something a part of us.  We are not just to read the bible but also meditate on it.  It is very important that we know we have received something when we attend church or read the bible.  

b. We don’t say prayers but instead we talk to God.  Muslims and Hindus say prayers.  Christians are to communicate with God.  We need to have an awareness when we prayer that God is hearing us and we are hearing Him.  “Saying a prayer” does not make us stronger. Communication with God does.

c. We can encourage one another. No one needs discouragement.  We have a responsibility to encourage one another. American culture has become famous for put-downs.  We need to encourage one another daily.

Hebrews 3:13 (NASB) 13But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NASB) 11Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing. 

d. Speaking in other tongues strengthens us.  We can build ourselves up by praying the Holy Spirit.  This is for our own edification. 

e. Walking in humility strengthens us instead of pride.  If we are walking around trying to keep up a front, we will get tired.  It’s relaxing to know that we don’t have to hide anything.  Fellowship with humility strengthens us.  

4. If we know the “holds”, it is not big deal.  It is a constant battle but we are not to overemphasize this.  If we know the holds, this won’t wear us down.  If the world’s best wrestler would wrestle me, it would be no match.  He wouldn’t even have to take a shower afterwards.  He knows all of the techniques.  If we walk knowing the techniques, it will never be a hard time.  We have victory.

2 Corinthians 2:11 (NASB) 11so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

It is a scriptural thing to watch what is going on so that Satan will not take advantage of us.  

1 Corinthians 2:6 through 1 Corinthians 2:8 (NASB) 6Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; 7but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory; 8the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; 

THE UNSEEN WORLD

It’s necessary to walk in constant awareness of an unseen and unheard world that is around us.  We have been trained in the scientific world that doesn’t recognize anything that can’t be seen or heard.  It’s amazing that psychics are introducing the world to the unseen world instead of Christians.  There are more worlds than we are equipped to see or hear.  Right now in this room there are radio waves with rock and roll that we can’t hear.  We are limited in what we can do with our senses.  Just because we can’t sense it doesn’t make it any less real.  

Everything on this planet can be dissolved.  At the end Peter says that all of the elements on the earth are going to melt.  What kind of people ought we to be then?  We need to realize that there is a real battle taking place right now.  It is probably more real than the stuff that we can touch and smell etc.  Some people call this the heavenlies.  We need to be constantly aware of how the unseen world is affecting us and how we can affect it.

The major functionaries in this unseen world are angels.  How many of us walk around aware that there are angels all around?  The bible says that there are angels in the room.  

Psalm 34:7 (NASB) 7
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them.

Do we believe the bible more or our senses more?  The bible is truer than our eyes.  We need to believe what the bible tells us.  

Hebrews 12:22 (NASB) 22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels,

This is what we get when we get saved.  It is a package deal.  Look at all of the stuff that God gives us.  This actually happened to us.  

Hebrews 1:14 (NASB) 14Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?

Angels have been sent to serve us.  

Psalm 91:11 through Psalm 91:12 (NASB) 11 For He will give His angels charge concerning you, To guard you in all your ways.12They will bear you up in their hands, That you do not strike your foot against a stone.

Matthew 18:10 (NASB) 10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven.

In 2 Kings 6 we see the heavyweight prophets teaching.  They are having a DTS just like we do now.  The school of the Prophets lead by Elisha went out on an outreach in 2 Kings 6.  The school was in the city and one of the students was having his quiet time.  The student sees the city surrounded by an enemy army.  This actually took place with a group of young people that are just as human as us.  Elisha is not stirred up at all about these events.  Elisha tells the student that there are more of us than of them.  The boy says that this is not the truth.  Elisha then asks the Lord to open the student’s eyes.  Then, the student is able to see into a realm that was always there.

2 Kings 6:17 (NASB) 17Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” And the LORD opened the servant’s eyes and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

Elisha knew this all the time because he was living in constant awareness of the unseen world.  

What are angels’ purpose?

First, they battle in warfare.  An example is in Daniel 10.  The Archangel Michael is thought to be the head of the fighting angels.  How do angels fight?  We don’t really know but we need to think about this.  Here’s a theory:

Hebrews 1:7 (NASB) 7And of the angels He says, “Who makes His angels winds, And His ministers a flame of fire.”

Angels may fight with forces like wind.  The force of righteousness can beat the force of darkness.  Our obedience to God is a force that also can push back the force of evil.  – This is just one of Dean’s theories.  

We need to realize that when we pray angels will move on our behalf as Jesus commands them.  

The second type of angels are messenger angels.  Gabriel seems to be the archangel of these angels.   The angel appears to Mary and tells her that she will give birth to the creator of the universe.  Mary was not just any fifteen-year-old girl.  She was prepared to handle what God revealed to her.  However, we are not to seek to see angels.  If God wants us to see angels, he will let us.  One of the reasons that God may not let us see angels is because of our pride.  If I saw an angel, there would probably be a book about it by Monday.  Jesus would probably not get any glory out of this.  

The third types of angels are worship angels.  Because there are three archangels mentioned in Scripture, we think that Lucifer was the archangel of worship.  We don’t really know this for sure though.  Again, this is a theory (assumption).  We assume this because Lucifer was the third archangel mentioned.  Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14 are the scriptures for these.  We have some reason to believe that Lucifer was some type of worship instrument.  He was the anointed cherub.  We also notice that Lucifer is still into worship particularly through music.  Lucifer made choices where he said that he would be like the Most High and ascend to the side of the North where God’s throne is.  He said that he would put his throne above the stars (angels).  Jesus is the Lord of Hosts.  Lucifer wanted to unseat God in the person of Jesus Christ.  We must not have any sympathy for the devil.  God was not unjust in expelling Lucifer from Heaven.  It was not that God got threatened.  Lucifer made a stupid choice because he could never be God because he isn’t.  We can identify with Lucifer because all of us have made this similar prideful choice at some point in our life.  How foolish it is to think that we can live without the living God.  Pride blinds us.  God has never fought the devil.  There isn’t any fight between God and the devil.  When the devil was expelled from heaven, the angels did it.  We need to fight the devil in the name of Jesus.  There is no comparison between God and Satan.  God is so much more powerful than Satan.  

Satan means one who is against.  It means enemy.  It is not some great, dark, evil force.  Satan is against truth and the plan of God.  One third of the angels fell with Lucifer. God has at least twice as many angels as Satan.  Then we have demons and evil spirits.  Nobody really knows where these came from.  These could be a spirit manifestation of the fallen angels but we don’t know this for sure.  It is also important to know that Satan is not omnipresent.  When we rebuke Satan, we are talking about the whole kingdom of darkness. It is not something mystical that we won’t be able to comprehend.  We are battling against real personalities.  They can also plan and strategize.  We are fighting personalities so they do speak and listen to our voice.  They can watch our reactions.  

1 Kings 8:39 (NASB) 39then hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive and act and render to each according to all his ways, whose heart You know, for You alone know the hearts of all the sons of men,

This is not proof that Satan doesn’t know the hearts or minds of people.  Most people think that Satan can’t see our thoughts though.  What he probably does is just watch our words and actions.  So, we need to watch our words and actions too.

Christianity is not a belief but it is a life.  That’s why we are to first disciple people through our lives and not our words.  We need a revelation to realize what it means when we say that God is a rock.  Once we realize this, we won’t be moved by anything that is not from God.  

Now, let’s talk about the operation of the kingdom of darkness.  The kingdom of darkness operates in a three level way.

1. The first is a hierarchy that controls and directs the kingdom.  In this there are three major functions.  

a. The first here is the world ruler.  The bible talks about how we battle against rulers.  This means that there is jurisdiction over something.  So, we can learn a lot about Satan’s kingdom from this.  We can infer that some demons rule other demons.  There is regimentation in Satan’s kingdom just like in the army.
Matthew 12:44 through Matthew 12:45 (NASB) 44“Then it says, ‘I will eturn to my house from which I came’; and when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order. 45“Then it goes and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this evil generation.”

The second things that we realize is that dark kingdom is seeking to rule.  They are seeking to rule through governmental structure.  Everything on this planet is governed.  We are all under several governments right now.  The Old Testament is a spiritual warfare manual.  It is what is happening in the heavenlies right now.  This is one of the reasons that the Old Testament is there.  

Governmental authority is broken down three different ways.

1) It is broken down by poor leadership.  This is when we are 

allowing the enemy to rule through our leadership to some degree.  There is a tremendous attack on leadership.  To the degree that a leader fails, a ruler can control. 

2) Abdication is when a leader doesn’t function.  The person lets their role in leadership go.  They just dip out.  Some leaders just don’t lead. 
3) Rebellion is the third way.  Rebellion is setting aside the leadership over us and acting independently.  We are getting shockingly close to a society that lives under rebellion.  If we are not under authority, we are outside and are vulnerable. 
Romans 13:1 (NASB) 1Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. 

This doesn’t say that all authority is Godly.  They are from God though.  Good authority slows down evil works because it keeps a wall around things.  This why in 1 Tim 2 it says to pray for all those who are in authority.  Do we pray for the authority that we are under?  If we attack authority, who’s side are we on?  We should pray for authority and not criticize them.  Do we see the devil’s strategy here?  First, he works on the leaders.  Then, he works on those under authority through rebellion.  Satan is trying to create this mess so that the antichrist can come in and quiet it down.  Then, everyone will applaud him and worship him.  This is exactly what he wants to do.  This is why Satan wants to rule through the structures in our society.

b. The second thing in the hierarchy is a principality.  This is a function of demonic power.  These are not mammoth things compared to God.  It is a prince over a pality.  A prince is one of Satan’s appointed ones.  A pality is a section of real estate in the sense of geography and demography.  Think back to Chicago when we were street evangelizing.  Each area had a different feel.  Satan puts out his princes according to a map.  He knows where each one will be most effective in a particular area of the map.  The church has goals and often reaches those goals.  The enemy has goals and often meets them.  The problem is that these goals just pass each other and there is never even any contact.  We need to make it our goal to get in the enemy’s way.  We need to unfold his plans of attack.  We need to go on the offensive against the enemy.  

c. The third thing in the hierarchy is powers.  Powers indicate areas or kinds of sin.  The defeated devil is active in the earth to the degree that people choose to sin and act selfishly.  The devil is powerless but receives power when we give it to him through our sin and our selfishness.  It is according to the kind of sinning that we do that we give ourselves to that particular bondage.  The powers are assignments of enemy that he has allowed as to the type of sin that we commit.  There are as many powers as things that man can choose to do wrong.  God wants to reveal to us the nature of powers that are in an area.  We may see the same type of bondage throughout a family.  We are not to just know about these things.  God reveals things to us for a reason.  He reveals them so that we can avoid their influence.  Secondly, we are to pray specifically for the things that God has revealed to us.  Thirdly, we need to live the opposite spirit.  This is not just stuff for our notebook.  We have to live this way.  
2. The second function of the kingdom of darkness are the forces of darkness.  Their major function is to lie.  They just keep telling us lies even though there may be a hint a truth in them. 

2 Corinthians 4:4 (NASB) 4in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

This covers everything from the small little lies all the way to Hinduism and Islam.  We are just looking for the battle being fronted against God.  Evolution is huge here.  Anything that hinders the gospel is from the devil.  We need to know that the devil does everything he can to stop the preaching of  the gospel.  This is why many missionaries end up not preaching the gospel.  Most Christians go through their entire life and never preach the gospel.  There is a strategy to keep us from preaching the gospel.  It is not just going to flow because there is a whole strategy against it.  We must persevere through this.  The preaching of the gospel in its truth is something that the devil will put up the greatest fight against.

3. The third function is wicked spirits.  Wicked spirits are not interested in countries and lies but rather influence individual behavior.  Their assignment is to influence us through temptations.  If we give in to the influence we get a weight on our will.  This makes it easier to sin the second time.  If we persist in this, then we will develop a habit.  Habits can become really strong.  Don’t believe the lie of the devil that this is just the way we are.  We need to believe what God says and not what the enemy says.  Habits can be intensely deep.  We can train our mind to break habits.  We have the grace of God to help us do this.  We don’t have to have weaknesses.  We just need to focus on God and be disciplined.  How bad do we want to change?  If we persist in our habit long enough, we can have a bondage.  A bondage is when demonic powers have infiltrated into this habit.  If somebody has a bondage, just set them free in the name of Jesus.  After the bondage is broken, the habit may still be there so we will still need to be disciplined.  We may always have the influence but we can always say no to it.  It is possible to be in bondage without ever having a habit.

THE AUTHORITY OF THE BELIEVER

Our authority is a legal thing and is not a feeling.  It has nothing to do with our personality.  

Our authority is based in what Jesus did to Satan.  Jesus stripped him of all authority.  Authority is an actual thing and God gave it to Adam and Eve.  Once God gave it, he no longer had it because it is a thing that actually changed hands.  God is still sovereign but has delegated something to man.  This is what that means.  Satan was in the garden and he knows what Adam and Eve had.  He came to them because he wanted the authority that Adam and Eve had.  When Adam and Eve chose to disobey, they gave the devil authority.  Then, Jesus came to take it back and again gave it to man.  The devil only has the authority left that man chooses to give back.  It is like subletting your apartment.  

Look back to Genesis 3.  A bruised heel means that we don’t move as fast or as far.  (Romans 10:5, 10:12, 10:17).  We also don’t live as long anymore.  There is a death process on earth because we have a bruised heel.  However, God says that He is going to bruise Satan’s head.  When Satan worked on Cain and Abel, he thought that he was getting rid of the seed of the woman.  However, Eve had Seth from whom Israel came.  The Old Testament is about bringing the seed down through the woman and Satan trying to stop this.  The reason that there were physical battles is because the seed was physical.  It was also a sexual battle because if we are going to destroy the seed, you have to somehow corrupt the seed.  Almost all other worship in the Old Testament involved sexual practices.  God choose Israel and didn’t want them to intermarry so the seed wouldn’t be corrupted.  This also why God told the Israelites to kill entire tribes.  

Galatians 4:4 (NASB) 4But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,

When Jesus was in the desert, Satan was there tempting him and trying to destroy him.  When Jesus died, he experienced everything that the devil could throw at him.  The pain and the embarrassment were beyond anything that we can comprehend.  Jesus did not just die for our sins but suffered so that we can have peace when we are treated unjustly.  Jesus was hung on the cross and died.  Then he went to Sheol where both the good dead and the evil dead were.  Satan was able to hold them there because he had the keys.  So Jesus went down to the good dead and preached to them.  Then he went over to the other side where the devil was and stripped him from his authority.  It was through humility that Jesus was given his authority.  

Secondly, Jesus destroyed the works of the devil. 

1 John 3:8 (NASB) 8the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 

This is the practical part whereas the authority was the legal part.  Whatever has happened in our life, Jesus has come to deliver us from that and establish us in Him.  

Our authority is based in what Jesus did for us.  We have been delivered.  

Colossians 1:13 (NASB) 13For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,

We are either not a Christian or we have been delivered.  We are either saved or unsaved.  Jesus also gave us the power to maintain.  

1 John 4:4 (NASB) 4You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 

Do we believe this?  Are we impressed with oppression?  Don’t rave about the oppression but start believing that greater is he who is in us than he who is in the world.  

Romans 8:31 (NASB) 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 

We can say this to these oppressions.  Do we know who God is?  God is for us.  How can we be rejected when God is for us?  We have the authority to live through anything.  We can walk through anything in victory.  We have to believe this.  

Romans 8:32 through Romans 8:39 (NASB) 32He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 33Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; 34who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36Just as it is written, “For Your sake we are being put to death all day long;
We were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Luke 10:19 (NASB) 19“Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you.

The third thing Jesus gave us was authority.

When Jesus went to Hades, He freed the captives and then made a stop on earth.  Once there, Jesus gave the keys back to the disciples in his name.  This is why the legal authority is in our lap.  This is why we have to fight the fight against the devil.  We are the ones with the authority.  God is up there wondering when we are going to do something.  This is our job.  

There are five different ways we exercise authority:.

1. Through Jesus’ name – Mark 16:17 (NASB) 17“These signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues;

2. Through the Word of God – Ephesians 6:17 (NASB) 17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

This is why we want to memorize scripture.  We want to start using our sword.

3. Through the Holy Spirit’s anointing – Matthew 12:22 (NASB) 22Then a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute was brought to Jesus, and He healed him, so that the mute man spoke and saw.  

In John 21 they got the legal authority but they were to wait in Jerusalem until they got the effective flow of the Holy Spirit.  The first is legal and the second is practical.

4. Through the Blood of Jesus – Revelation 12:11 (NASB) 11“And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death. 

The blood shows the humility that defeated the devil.  This is why the blood of Jesus cleanses from sin.  All of our strength is based in humility.  We will never be strong unless we are humble.

5. Through the word of testimony – It is the great works of God.  We need to recognize and speak out the things that God is doing in our lives.  The second thing about testimony is to tell the truth about ourselves.  Our testimony will bear witness.  

THE POWER OF PRAYER

Why is evil in the earth?

We will not have confidence to pray against evil if we think it is the will of God.  Everything that happens is not the will of God.  If God is going to do whatever he is going to do anyway, why would we ever pray?  This would make prayer pointless.  This is the reason that most Christians do not pray.  This is also the reason that many Christians pray religious prayers.  We often don’t pray with the expectancy that God wants us to have when we pray.  Prayer is not just something we do to please God.  Most people pray anemically so that even an almighty God couldn’t answer them.  God wants us to pray specifically so that he can answer our prayers.  Why do we pray such meaningless prayers?  We do this because we do not really believe that prayer makes a difference.  

Ephesians 5:17 (NASB) 17So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

We pray “if it be thy will.”  However, the bible tells us that we are to understand his will.  God will reveal some of his will to us so that we can pray it into being.

Isaiah 59 describes life as it is today.  This also describes the significance of the intercessor.  God knows and records every hurt on the earth.  He sees and feels it all.

Isaiah 59:15 through Isaiah 59:16 (NASB) 15 Yes, truth is lacking; and he who turns aside from evil makes himself a prey. Now the LORD saw, and it was displeasing in His sight that there was no justice.16  And He saw that there was no man, and was astonished that there was no one to intercede; Then His own arm brought salvation to Him, and His righteousness upheld Him.

We can’t be a good spiritual warrior if we are not convinced that God is displeased with what he sees on earth.  It is not his will.  We can’t pray for something to be removed if we kind of think that it might be God’s will.  God’s will is that all should come to repentance.  God is displeased with some things on earth. He doesn’t like war, divorce, injustice, and hurt.  If we are going to pray with fervor, we have to be convinced of this.  

God saw that there was no man to intercede.  God was astonished over this.  Why was the Almighty God looking for a man and amazed that he couldn’t find one?  We can also look at this same thing in Ezekiel 22:30.  God is looking for people.  Do we realize our significance?  It is to the degree and by the specificness with which we pray that God moves in the lives of man.  This is why God is looking for a man.  Many of us look at things and wonder why God isn’t doing anything.  However, God is astonished that we won’t do anything about it.  He is amazed that we don’t understand our significance or our ability.  

Isaiah 62:6 through Isaiah 62:7 (NASB) 6
On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; All day and all night they will never keep silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest for yourselves; And give Him no rest until He establishes And makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.

Have we ever wondered why God knows our needs before we ask and then tells us to ask anyway?  Why would God make us ask and keep on asking?  God knows all needs and wants to meet all of our needs.  God is not reluctant so what is this business of praying all day and all night?  Why do we have to remind the Lord?  Does He have a short memory?  God wants us to pray more because the more we pray the more he can move.  He wants to move but we have to ask him to move because we are the ones with the authority.

Matthew 15:21 through Matthew 15:28 (NASB) 21Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed.” 23But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, “Send her away, because she keeps shouting at us.” 24But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” 26And He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27But she said, “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus said to her, “O woman, your faith is great; it shall be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed at once.

Why did Jesus ignore this lady in the beginning?  Have we ever felt like God is ignoring us?  It is a scriptural thing for God to ignore us and not answer us sometimes. There is always a loving reason for this though.  God is never selfish.  This is a way that God enhances our love relationship.  He wants us to seek him.  Can we imagine having God call us a dog?  We would probably just give up on Christianity.  He called the woman a dog and yet it wasn’t a sin.  This was a common term in that time but was derogatory in meaning.  Jesus was trying to teach us to keep pressing in.  The lady was humiliated but kept pressing in.  Will we do this?  Will we be humiliated for Christ?  

Luke 11 – We are to pray for his kingdom to come.  Why do we pray this if we know it is going to come anyway?  We pray so that it can come into our hearts and the hearts of the lost.  This is part of the reason that this has become a religious prayer.  We don’t really believe in the power of this prayer.  After he tells us the Lord’s prayer, he tells us a story.  He didn’t tell it just to fill the bible up but rather to prove a point.  

Luke 11:5 through Luke 11:8 (NASB) 5Then He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and goes to him at midnight and says to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; 6for a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7and from inside he answers and says, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8“I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will get up and give him as much as he needs.

He wants us to be shameless in prayer and go all out.  This is the meaning of this story.  He wants us to know that it is to the degree that we ask.  We need to lose the religious prayer and go about prayer aggressively.  God wants us to be a bandit in prayer.  He wants us to ask even when it doesn’t seem like we should be asking.

Luke 18 is about the unjust judge.  Jesus wants to get this point across.  This is a story to show why we should pray at all times and not give up.  The little woman refused to leave.  She kept giving him a hard time.  She persisted in asking for justice.  When are we going to rise up and come before God and persist?  

Luke 18:7 through Luke 18:8 (NASB) 7now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them? 8“I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?”

We need to pray with continuance, fervorancy, fasting, and agreeing in prayer.  These are all the characteristics of the degree to which we pray.  Jesus taught us to keep on praying.  God is ready as soon as we are ready to pray.  

God is going to set up his kingdom on earth and this will happen whether we pray or not.  However, there is a kingdom within the hearts of people that we need to pray for.  

Romans 9:10 through Romans 9:11 (NASB) 10And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac; 11for though the twins were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that God’s purpose according to His choice would stand, not because of works but because of Him who calls,

These are the dealings of God with nations and do not have to deal with personal salvation.  

WAYS TO WAGE WAR

1. Intercession is a major way to wage war.  Intercession is a particular type of prayer.  It is prayer on behalf of someone else.  Jesus led a life of intercession for us and still does. Our life should be intercession to wage war against the devil.  Intercession means to stand between God and the object.  When we stand between we first hold off the judgment of God.  Abraham interceded for Sodom. God’s wrath moves in terms of righteous judgment.  This is part of what we do.  The other thing that we do is petition God on behalf of the object.  We do this specifically.  On top of that we intercede between the powers of darkness and the object.  First, we hinder what Satan wants to do through our lives.  Secondly, we actively and specifically resist the devil.  The devil will take advantage of our ignorance.  He gets away with stuff he shouldn’t.  The devil will test your understanding.  When we are informed, we can know truth and enforce it against the enemy.  We have to take the victory and apply it in the specifics of where we are now.  If we don’t resist the devil, he is not going to leave.  We need to stand up against him.  

2. We also wage ware through our holy lives.  We should live holy simply because it pleases God.  This is the main reason, but we should also do it to help wage war.  Spiritual Warfare is not just rebuking the devil but is lives lived.  Every choice we make is a spiritual warfare choice.  We either aid the causes of darkness or aid the establishment of God’s kingdom.  (Eph 4:27).  Our holy life is necessary to drive back the powers of darkness.  Diligence and faithfulness are spiritual warfare.  

Jeremiah 5:1 through Jeremiah 5:2 (NASB) 1 “Roam to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, And look now and take note. And seek in her open squares, if you can find a man, if there is one who does justice, who seeks truth, then I will pardon her. And although they say, ‘As the LORD lives,’ Surely they swear falsely.”

Do we see the power of just one righteous man here?  God wants us to be that righteous person.  He told us that we are the light and salt of the world.  Do we believe this?  We are it. If Christians don’t show the light, there will be no light in the world.  

3. The third way we can do spiritual warfare is by going and preaching.  There is something to be said for the physical presence of Christians in a location.  We are the container of God and take Him with us wherever we go.  This is why God called us to go.  It was the physical presence of the children of Israel that knocked down the walls whenthey walked around in Joshua.  Otherwise, this was a ridiculous assignment.  Their marching was the physical presence that helped fight back the power of darkness.  A lot of times on outreaches this may be all we are to do.  It is not spiritual to fly some place but it is spiritual to do so if we are obeying God by being there.  The preaching part of this is obvious.  All of us are to go into the world and preach the gospel.  This is clear and even a six year old can understand this.  However, most people don’t get it.  The only way to get rid of darkness in this world is to turn on the lights.  The more light there is in a head the less darkness there is.  

4. The fourth way to wage wear is with right reactions.  God has left us on a wicked planet.  The first extreme we go to is to bury ourselves in niceness.  This planet is not nice.  We have to face the reality that this is a terrible place.  Don’t tell me things are great on the planet.  The other extreme is that we can be totally wiped out by the bad things in the earth.  This will make us bitter. We need to understand why God has left us here in the midst of this.  The book of Job is where we need to go.  Job’s right reactions defeated Satan.  Satan brought out his best stuff against Job, but Job still prevailed.  God believes in us.  The key to life is to make a right reaction when adversity comes.  Many are the afflictions of the righteous.  God will allow us to go through many tests and trials.  How are we going to react?  We are left here so we can react rightly and defeat the devil.  If we react in giving thanks in all things, we will win the war.  This is a principle of warfare.  We need to determine that if we are going to be in ministry that it will not be nice.  Life is not a bed of roses.

5. The fifth way to wage wear is with fasting.  Fasting in obedience to God has an effect in the spiritual world. (Isaiah 58)

6. The sixth way is through faith steps.  We step out on the words that we get from God.  

1 John 5:4 (NASB) 4For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.

7. The seventh way is praise.  Praise has an affect on God, on us, on the atmosphere, and on the powers of darkness.  Look at 2 Chronicles 20 where they went out to sing to wage warfare. 

Psalm 149:6 through Psalm 149:9 (NASB) 6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand, 7 to execute vengeance on the nations

and punishment on the peoples, 8  to bind their kings with chains and their nobles with fetters of iron, 9  to execute on them the judgment written; This is an honor for all His godly ones. Praise the LORD!

Praise has a mighty affect on the kingdom of darkness.  

