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Proverbs 2:1 through Proverbs 2:4 (NIV) 1
My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, 2 turning your ear to wisdom 
and applying your heart to understanding, 3 and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, 4 and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure,

We need to search for God as for silver.  Think of the Gold Rush in the United States.  People left their jobs and took their families across the prairie for the chance to get rich.  Many people and children died along the route.  However, all of these people felt it was worth it.  In reality, less than 1% actually became rich.  Do we have the same attitude toward God?  If we do, we are assured a 100% success rate.

Isaiah 40:8 (NIV) 8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.”

The Word is the only thing that is permanent.  Everything else is temporary.  David was looking at this in Psalm 39.  He wanted to know how short his days were.  God says that his life is just a mere breath in comparison to eternity.  In James, God says that our life is but a vapor.  When we come to terms with this, it will change our life.  We will all die.  Our life is to prepare us for eternity. Are we living for our legacy or for God?  

Matthew 5:17 through Matthew 5:19 (NIV) 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

 The Old Testament is the same today as it was then.  In the Greek language it uses a double negative.  This was to emphasize it.  

Hebrews 4:12 through Hebrews 4:13 (NIV) 12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

The bible represents God’s heart.  It is a vibrant thing and has the ability to penetrate our own thoughts.  This means that we can’t fool God.  God wants us to be transparent before him and others.  If this is true, the most important thing we can do with God is be honest in our relationship with him.  

1 John 1:9 (NIV) 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

2 Timothy 3:16 through 2 Timothy 3:17 (NIV) 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
This is a foundational statement because of the wording.  It says that all scripture and means it.  The main thrust of the Word is for us to be taught by God through it.  God wants to reason with us over the scriptures.  He made us in his image.  The primary things that the prophets did in the Old Testament was to teach the young people.  Only occasionally did they tell the future.  The New Testament  church also taught.  

(Acts 2:42 (NIV) 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.)  

The second part of 2 Timothy 3:16 is to rebuke.  The third part is correction. God doesn’t want us to live in guilt.  If we are living in guilt, it is for certain reasons.  God only wants to convict.  He wants us to be free and that’s why he convicts us.  The fourth thing is training so that we might be mature.  The bible has the necessary resources for us to be trained.

2 Timothy 2:15 (NASB) 15Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

The KJV tells us to study instead of be diligent.  We have to study to show ourselves approved to God like a workman.  There is a professional quality here.  It means that there is some efficiency in what one does.  The world has the right to expect that the average Christian knows God and his word well enough to communicate that word to the world.  Does it not?  

2 Peter 1:16 (NASB) 16For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.

Witnesses have an awareness of what happened.  They were at the scene.  Peter is saying that he was there.  The New Testament was written about 50 years after Jesus.  Let’s say that I was a 20 year old who just witnessed Jesus’ ministry.  Then, we add a few years and we are all of sudden 90 years old.  Then, someone comes around and says that they have a new gospel that has discrepancies.  We would not allow this to go on.  That’s why Peter says that they aren’t pushing a mythology.  The laid down their lives for it.

2 Peter 1:19 (NASB) 19So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.

2 Peter 1:20 (NASB) 20But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation,

When this scripture says that “but know this”, it means that it is foundational.  Prophecy did not come by man but rather by the Holy Spirit.  Look at the word “own.”  It came from the greek word idios.  Out of this came idiom, which is a belief system.  God went out of his way to make sure that we did not have to be a Hebrew or Greek scholar to know the bible.  The Holy Spirit purposed this.  When we have someone that is trying to impress us with his or her intellect, we can know that God made the bible for everyone.  God went out of his way to make it simple.  That’s why children can understand it.

Matthew 11:25 through Matthew 11:26 (NASB) 25At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. 26“Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight.

This was clever.  Anyone can understand scripture.  This is the way God intended it.  We just need the bible and that’s it.  A mark of genius is to take something profound and make it simple.  A mark of theology is the other spirit.  

Isaiah 66:1 through Isaiah 66:2 (NASB) 1Thus says the LORD, “Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest? 2 “For My hand made all these things, thus all these things came into being,” declares the LORD. “But to this one I will look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.

Notice how it says that, “Thus says the Lord.”  Either this is true or not.  If it is true, it is a Word from God to us.  Next, it has an understatement.  The bible is full of them.  Look at Genesis.  In verse 14 it says “and God also made the stars.”  It was like he just did it by the way and it was nonchalant.  The interesting thing is at the end of verse two.  A certain type of person will impress God.  It is those who are humble and contrite and those who tremble at his Word.

Principles of Biblical Inetpretation:

This means how we look at the bible.

1. One’s own premise or presupposition:  This means that we use what we already know when looking at the bible.  This is all the things that we were taught in our life about the scriptures and theology.  Sometime these theologies clash with one another.  Look at infant baptism.  They believe that a child should be baptized at a very early age.  They supported this by John 3:5.  Others believe in adult baptism.  They support this in the book of Acts and by John 3:5.  They both use the same text but have different understandings.  We can do this with tongues and Calvinist theology also.  How we approach the bible will be very important to what we find there.  We can pretty much find proof in the bible for what we believe.  So, we need to approach the bible with an open heart and look at all viewpoints.  Then, we can see what we take hold of as the truth.  It is good to look at the strengths of all theologies.  Calvinists believe in the sovereignty of God.  Evangelicals believe in free will.  Why don’t we gain from all camps and put them in balance.  There is so much time wasted arguing unimportant things.  The world thinks that Christians can’t get along. 

a. 2 Corinthians 3:2 (NASB) 2You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men; 

We can use our lives to show people what we believe God’s character to  be.  

b. People are often trying to find God guilty.  If we are faced with these questions, put them on the defensive.  We are to ask them why they are asking the questions.  If they aren’t asking for the right reasons, then they will never really get the answers anyway.  We need to be sensitive to why someone asks a question.  God does not need a defense team.

2. Human authors intention: It is important to know that the authors of the bible had an intention.  Paul wrote 13 of the 27 Epistles.  Each one is different than the other ones.  We need to try to understand what he is trying to say.  We need to look at today’s relevance as well as the original intention.

3. Context:  This is the broader amount of scripture from which individual scriptures come.  Most Christians are familiar with individual verses.  These are refrigerator verses.  The context is so important so we don’t swallow false teaching.  

a. Look at John 3:16.  If we don’t know the context, we will assume some things.  We might assume that Jesus communicated this with a vast number of people. He often spoke to large crowds without a microphone.  Jesus probably talked to up to 36,000 people at times.  We have seen pictures of Roman amphitheaters.  So, don’t we assume that he who made acoustics knew where to talk.  Ben Franklin did an experiment and could hear someone from a mile away.  However, John 3:16 was only given to one man, Nicodemus.  The greatest verse in the bible was given to one man.  This is how important the individual is. 

b. 1 John 2:27 (NASB) 27As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him. 

From this we could see the power of the Holy Spirit.  We would think that we wouldn’t have to go to any religious gatherings then.  However, the context is that these things are written so we won’t be in deception.  This is the context.  It is not so that we never have any teachings.  It is true that the Holy Spirit can work in us without having a “human” teacher.  The Holy Spirit inside will keep us from error because he wrote the book.  Today, there is a terrible lack of knowledge regarding the scriptures.  Therefore, teachers are often able to teach crazy things.  A lot of people are just totally ignorant.  

4. Divine Interpretation: The Holy Spirit can take liberty with his authorship.  Some days we need a word from God.  The Holy Spirit will take things out of context to give us a word for ourselves.  This is not for anyone else but just for us.  

Matthew 28:18 through Matthew 28:19 (NASB) 18And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

1. Go – in the first part we see that the authority went from God to Jesus and then to us.

2. Make disciples – if the world is not one for Christ, whose fault is it?  Ours.  If a person does not accept Christ, whose fault is it?  Theirs.  

a. Think of Loco Pollo.  We see this as “crazy chicken” but Spanish people see it as “chicken crazy”.  This is a translation thing.  We have to make things grammatically correct when we translate things.  The translators made this passage say “make disciples”.  However, in the original version “disciple” was a verb and not a noun.  The problem that occurs is that it gives us a mindset that the scripture does not intend.  If it were as stated, we see the guilt we have when someone freely chooses not to accept Christ.  God is the one responsible to make disciples.  We have a responsibility to be faithful to what God has called us to do.  We don’t produce results but he does.

b. Look at Noah.  He was a good guy and found favor with God.  He was a preacher of righteousness.  He preached for 120 years but made no disciples.  Would we say that Noah was a failure?  No, we wouldn’t because he was faithful.  God does not call us to results but rather calls us to be faithful so we can function without being guilty.  We do not make disciples.  We cannot win people for the Lord.  We can only be faithful to do what God tells us to do.  Then, we are free.  One of the greatest witnesses that we can carry is friendship evangelism.  We become friends to the ones around us.  When we have nothing to gain by being kind, this is a powerful witness.  This is discipling.  We are so geared into big results.  When we think this, we need to look back to Noah.  God wants us to be free and not pushed or pressured.  It means that we must be careful to be the right kind of witness.  

2 Corinthians 5:14 through 2 Corinthians 5:15 (NASB) 14For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.

Once we come into relationship with God, we are no longer to live selfishly.

2 Corinthians 5:17 through 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NASB) 17Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 18Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

God reconciled us through Christ.  This means to make friends and come into agreement with someone.  Think of a strike.  A lot of times a mediator is brought in to help the situation.  God in evangelism simply wants to be people’s friend.  It is not hard in evangelism to say that God simply wants to be our friend.  Within the heart of every individual is a desire to be a friend of God.  People may not be willing to pay the price though.  God has never been our enemy.

Romans 10:21 (NASB) 21But as for Israel He says, “All the day long I have stretched out My hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.”

People just have to turn around to come to God.  God is waiting for them.  It is basically about friendship with God.

Jesus’ life ministry gave us this ability.  The people’s sins are no longer the issue.  Sin is not an issue with God unless it is not repented of.  We tend to grade sin according to its harshness.  However, God sees it all the same, as hostility against Him.

John 16:7 through John 16:9 (NASB) 7“But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 8“And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; 9concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;

The most terrible part about sin is when we don’t believe God.  This is the badness that is in sin and why it is all equal.  An atheist is a greater problem than a murder.  We need to be able to see people this way too.

Back in 2 Corinthians, we see that we are ambassadors for Christ.  We often think of foreign government ambassadors.  These people study the areas that they are going into deeply.  This includes past and current events.  Ambassadors have to be careful as to what they say.  People will engage in conversation with them to see what they have to say.  So, they have to be very well prepared.  In order to represent God, we need to know how God has dealt with that people group and to see God’s present interest in them.  This is why becoming a student of the bible is not an option.  It is the primary way that God wants to teach us.  We don’t want to misrepresent God.  Being a student of the bible is a lifetime process.  

1 John 2:26 through 1 John 2:27 (NASB) 26These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you. 27As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.

HANDOUT

Many people do realize that we do not have the original text of the bible.  The copies that we have are copies of copies of copies.  In 1947 the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered with much of the text of Isaiah.  This was dated 1000 years earlier than what we had before and the stuff was exactly the same.  

Doctrine of Inspiration:

1. Principle of inspiration
a. Isaiah 59:21 (NASB)

b. God told Jeremiah that he was not too young. 

c. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NASB)

d. All of the people that write scriptures got a direct word from God

2. Origin of Scripture

a. No word of God came as an act of man.  God directed it all.  People were being moved by the Holy Spirit.  This is what the bible claims to be.  These people were not secretaries, as they did not take dictation only.  The writings also reflect the personalities of the writers
b. We need to look at the primary person writing.  Luke probably interviewed Mary to get information about the beginning.

c. The Holy Spirit is still around today.  We can check with him.  How did the Gospel writer John know to add private conversations of Jesus.  The Holy Spirit had to reveal them to him.  This is often a criticism of the bible.  

3. Persistence of Scripture

4. Scriptures are the mind of Christ

5. Categories of Revelation in addition to Scripture

a. Direct Revelation: God forgave Isaiah’s sin and put a missionary call on him.  Our faithfulness is the call of the Lord.

b. Dreams: Joseph (Mary’s husband) had a dream from an angel that he would be the caretaker of the creator of the universe.

c. Visions: These are scriptures where the writers say that they saw something.

d. Angels – Appearances of angels are rare.  They are not necessary because all we really need is the bible.

6. Extent of Inspiration

a. Unknown past: How Satan fell out of heaven 

b. Objective Law:  There were people that communicated orally with God.  Abraham kept the commandment but they had not yet been given to Moses.  They were given orally.  

Repentance is what God uses to bring people back to him.    This was John the Baptists’ message from the beginning.  It is a break with the past and acknowledgement of who we are. 

A second key thing is a testimony.  Look at Deuteronomy 6.  Fathers are to share their testimonies with their children.  Testimonies make the simple wise.  

Interpretive Approaches to the Scriptures

1. Allegorical

Ecclesiastes 12:1 through Ecclesiastes 12:5 (NASB) 1Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near when you will say, “I have no delight in them”; 2before the sun and the light, the moon and the stars are darkened, and clouds return after the rain; 3in the day that the watchmen of the house tremble, and mighty men stoop, the grinding ones stand idle because they are few, and those who look through windows grow dim; 4and the doors on the street are shut as the sound of the grinding mill is low, and one will arise at the sound of the bird, and all the daughters of song will sing softly. 5Furthermore, men are afraid of a high place and of terrors on the road; the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags himself along, and the caperberry is ineffective. For man goes to his eternal home while mourners go about in the street.

This doesn’t make sense without allegory.  It is really describing an old person

John 10:7 through John 10:9 (NASB) 7So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8“All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 9“I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.

This is the allegory of the Shepard and the sheep.  Everybody in that day was familiar with sheep.  If a wolf came, the Shepherd would lay down and if the wolf wanted the sheep, it had to go across the Shepherd.  He literally laid down his life.

Ephesians 6:10 through Ephesians 6:11 (NASB) 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

2. Typological

Romans 5:14 (NASB) 14Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

Adam is an illustration of the one yet to come.  

3. Themataic

4. Promise and Fulfillment

Isaiah 9:1 through Isaiah 9:2 (NASB) 1But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them.

Matthew 4:13 through Matthew 4:14 (NASB) 13and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet:

Isaiah 7:14 (NASB) 14“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.
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1. The bible says that it is the Word of God.  It says this over 2000 times.  So, it is either the word of God or it isn’t.  There really is no in-between option.  It is truth or it is not truth.  

2. It is very logical that God would give us a book that represents his character.  He wants to communicate to us and it makes sense if he created us in his image. 

3. There is a tremendous composition in the bible.  There are 66 different authors.  There is no way this could possibly happen without the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

4. There is a tremendous completeness.  Every subject that we have ever faced in life are addressed somewhere in scriptures.  It is comprehensive.  The bible is two thousand years old and still makes sense.  How many other books can have this ascribed to them?  Socrates thought that women should be slaves.  What do we think about his philosophy now?  His work may not stand but the bible will always will.

5. The bible is always a best seller.  It has a continuous appeal.  How many other books have this?  

6. The scriptures are scientifically accurate.  Its purpose was not to be a book of history but its events align with what happened in history.

a. Isaiah 40:22 (NASB) 22 It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. – Isaiah is writing in BC that the earth is circular. The western world thought that it was flat at one point.

b. Job 38:7 (NASB) 7 When the morning stars sang together And all the sons of God shouted for joy? – In the Old Testament the sons of God are references towards angels.  Light has a vocal cord.  It can make sound and scientist found this out in the 1930s.  However, the bible recorded this much earlier.

c. Job 38:25 (NASB) 25
“Who has cleft a channel for the flood, Or a way for the thunderbolt, -- The thunderbolt is a key for grass.  It release Nitrogen into the air that fertilizes the grass.  That’s why the grass looks greener after a thunderstorm rather than just a watering.

7. The fulfillment of prophecy can only happen from God.  About 25% of the bible is prophecy and some of it has not yet been fulfilled.

a. Ezekiel 26:3-5 (NASB) 3therefore thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Behold, I am against you, O Tyre, and I will bring up many nations against you, as the sea brings up its waves. ‘They will destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers; and I will scrape her debris from her and make her a bare rock. 5‘She will be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea, for I have spoken,’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘and she will become spoil for the nations. 

Tyre was very powerful.  They were called Phoenicians and developed many navigational skills.  They started a province that came up against Rome.  God was against them because they had truth given to them that they rejected.  David had a relationship with Hiram, the king of Tyre.  In 600 B.C Nebuchadnezzar fought against them and they retreated to an island.  In 300 B.C. Alexander the Great built a land bridge out to the island and conquered them.  This city was never rebuilt.  Alexander the Great had no idea about this prophecy.  To make the land bridge they used debris.  Today, you will find fisherman with their nets on the island.  The chances of this happening are almost next to nothing.  

b. There are some prophecies that didn’t happen due to what man did.  If man humbled himself, God often changed his mind and reversed the prophecy. 

c. Micah 4:1 through Micah 4:3 (NASB) 1 And it will come about in the last days That the mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief of the mountains. It will be raised above the hills, And the peoples will stream to it.2 Many nations will come and say,
“Come and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD And to the house of the God of Jacob,
That He may teach us about His ways And that we may walk in His paths.” For from Zion will go forth the law, Even the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.3 And He will judge between many peoples 
And render decisions for mighty, distant nations.
Then they will hammer their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they train for war. 

This prophecy has not yet been fulfilled.  We have not seen this universal peace yet.  Part of the Jews not believing in Jesus is that they were looking for this period when the Messiah came.

d. Deuteronomy 18:22 (NASB) 22“When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.
e. Isaiah 40:8 (NASB) 8
The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever.

8. The bible has the ability to transform us.  There is something different about the bible than other literature.

9. It is full of Jesus from the beginning to the end.

Literature can not rise higher than its source.  A people cannot rise any higher than its literature.  Many people have come to God by asking God to reveal Himself to them.  Committed Christians have a reverence for the Word of God.

PROOFS FOR CHRISTIANITY:

1. Foundational:  The resurrection is an issue of authority.  There is more evidence (according to Josh McDowell) for this than any other event in human history

a. 1 Corinthians 15:3 through 1 Corinthians 15:6 (NASB) 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; -- based on this it is highly probable that he was the Son of God.  Thus, if we are logical, we should believe what was said in the bible.

2. Experiential:  God has transformed our lives.  This is our testimony.  This is our individual proof.  No matter whom we are talking to, they cannot refute what has happened to us.  Our personal experience with God is what transforms us.  Transformed lives (even leading to martyrdom) changed whole cultures.  No other movement can do this.  Communism is a philosophy of life but it doesn’t work.  It may look good on paper but has never worked in practice.  In practice it looks like “Animal Farm.”  What about the church?

a. Acts 2:41 through Acts 2:47 (NASB) 41So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls. 42They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.43Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. 44And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; 45and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. 46Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.

b. Acts 4:32 through Acts 4:35 (NASB) 32And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to them. 33And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. 34For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales 35and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need. – This is communism.  However, it had no motive for this temporary time.  It was a training time for the new converts.  In the rest of the bible, it talks about working for your food.  It didn’t fall apart.  When they didn’t need it, they just quit doing it.  

c. Christianity when it is truly practice has never failed.  God wants stewardship and responsibility in our lives.

3. Empirical:  This means that there are certain evidences.

a. A design nature:  Because the universe has tremendous design, it suggests without refute that there must be a designer.  It is not possible for it to have come out of chaos.  Everything we know in life has come out of a design.  It just doesn’t happen.  

b. Archaeological Evidence:  People (scientists) have found proof that the bible is accurate.  They found plaques that mentioned David the king in archaeological digs.  This happens over and over and over again.  Archaeology has never disproved the bible. Noah’s Ark may still be on the Earth up in the mountains to the east of the Black Sea. Apparently there are people that have seen Noah’s ark and have pictures and videotape of it. Matt. 24:36-51.  What Jesus is talking about is the time of Noah.  In the time of Noah there was eating and drinking (pleasure bent) and lots of marrying (no value to marriage).  Does this look similar to our society? 

Many unbelievers are never convinced by evidence because they reject Christianity because of ethical reasons.  If they believed in it, they would have to clean up their act.  It is not because of logic or proof.  Thus, they will use any song or dance to argue with Christianity.  Jesus had the ability to speak into people’s consciences.  The Holy Spirit gave Jesus a word of knowledge.  Look at the woman at the well.  We have this same resource available to us.  When we talk to people, we have no idea how close to God they are.  God can give us wisdom in how to relate to others.  We have to realize that we will never be able to “prove” Christianity to unbelievers.

Romans 8:5 (NASB) 5For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

Think about this.  It runs contrary to our way of thinking.  Most of the time we think that people pick their theologies and then live their lives.  However, this passage tells us otherwise.  People pick their lifestyle and then pick their theologies.  It is not a matter of theology but rather a lifestyle issue.  Our philosophy of life changes when we meet Jesus.  We need to pray to God about how we can get beyond the surface of a person.  God is concerned about people.  We may never win a single person to Christ but if we love people through Jesus, we have done our part.  
7/19/01 Morning Session…
Question and Answer Session:

The Lord loves children so how can he order them to be killed?  

1 Samuel 15:1 through 1 Samuel 15:3 (NASB) 1Then Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you as king over His people, over Israel; now therefore, listen to the words of the LORD. 2“Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he set himself against him on the way while he was coming up from Egypt. 3‘Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare him; but put to death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’” --- 

Exodus 17:1 (NASB) 1Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel journeyed by stages from the wilderness of Sin, according to the command of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink.

Exodus 17:8 (NASB) 8Then Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim.

The Amalekites were nomads.  They were brutal and lived off of plunder.  They would rape woman.  They would find pregnant women and cut their babies out.  They would then take the baby and kill it for fun.  When the Israelites came out of Egypt, they were vulnerable and carried a lot of wealth.  

Exodus 17:9 through Exodus 17:13 (NASB) 9So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose men for us and go out, fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I will station myself on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” 10Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought against Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11So it came about when Moses held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, and when he let his hand down, Amalek prevailed. 12But Moses’ hands were heavy. Then they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side and one on the other. Thus his hands were steady until the sun set. 13So Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.

This is one of the most amazing battles in history.  The Israelites with no training defeated a very brutal and trained people.   There is no way in the natural that this could happen.  This shows the power of intercessory prayer.  As long as Moses was interceding, they were winning.  It says that Joshua won with swords however they didn’t have any swords so they must have used the Amalekites swords.  

This talks about the origin of the problem with the Amalekites.

Exodus 17:16 (NASB) 16and he said, “The LORD has sworn; the LORD will have war against Amalek from generation to generation.”

Every people group has come from truth and they have rejected God some place along the line.  So the Amalekites at one time had known about God.  

Romans 1:18 through Romans 1:20 (NASB) 18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 20For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.

Every people group has a responsibility for the truth available to them.

Now, let’s look at the extermination of the Canaanites.

Joshua 2:8 through Joshua 2:9 (NASB) 8Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, 9and said to the men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have melted away before you.

Rahab the prostitute said this.  She was a street person and knew what was going on.  She said that they knew of the Israelites’ Lord.  She says that they have all been afraid.

Joshua 2:10 through Joshua 2:11 (NASB) 10“For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. 11“When we heard it, our hearts melted and no courage remained in any man any longer because of you; for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.

They heard about how the Israelites had defeated the Egyptian army and were afraid.  They knew about their God.  Think about how the Canaanites felt.  They knew the Israelites were sitting out there for 40 years.  They were terrorized about the invasion of the Israelites.  If we were one of these persons, we would leave and run.  But they didn’t.  

Genesis 15:13 (NASB) 13God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years.

Why, if the family of Abraham were living in Canaan, did they go down to Egypt?  They needed to go down to Egypt for four hundred years and then come back to Canaan and fight for the land in order to maintain their identity.  God didn’t want them to marry the Canaanite people.  So going down to Egypt was part of this process.  That’s why God had sent Joseph down to Egypt.  

The first son had the birthright and was given to God.  First of all, the first son got twice as much inheritance.  Secondly, the first son was to represent God to his family.  This is why Joseph’s brothers didn’t like him.  Joseph was not the oldest son. However, he was the oldest son of Rachel, the only wife that Jacob ever wanted.   Joseph was terribly treated in Egypt but still purposed to be right with God.  Then, God intervened and made Joseph second in command.  After the famine, Joseph’s family moves down to Egypt.  The Egyptians had the concept that they were better than everyone else.  They would not associate with the Israelites. This way God could raise up a great nation of Israelites that didn’t intermarry with them.  This is how the Israelites could remain pure for 400 years.  But, why the slavery?  God had to make it in such a way that the Israelites wouldn’t want to stay there but rather come back to Canaan.

Pharaoh’s daughter had adopted Moses.  The Pharaoh that Moses confronted actually grew up with Moses.  Don’t you think that Moses had told him about God while they were growing up?  Thus, Pharaoh knew who he was rejecting when he said that he didn’t “know” their God.

Genesis 15:16 (NASB) 16“Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.”

God gave the Amorites 400 years of grace.  This is mercy.  He gave them an opportunity.  God doesn’t just smash a people.  He gives them ample opportunity to repent and accept the truth that they had.  When society becomes totally saturated with evil, they will kill themselves from the inside slowly and painfully.  God in mercy will sometimes do it quickly.  

Sin takes a toll on people. Sin is illogical. It doesn’t make any sense.

So, let’s go back to the little kids.  If we believe that little children go to God when they die, all of the little Amalekite kids go to be with God.  This is an act of mercy.  If they lived, they would probably not have chosen God.  This question really depends on our theology.  

Every war in the Old Testament was a defensive war up until the time of Canaan.  God entrusted the Israelites with a kingdom and they had the responsibility to protect that kingdom.  The defensive warfare is always a question of protection.  The offensive warfare is where the questions are.  

The bottom line is that God is good.  Because he is good, his whole attitude towards people is good.  He has to be consistently good.  One of his greatest qualities is mercy.  It is his mercy that allows us to be what we are today.  When answering these questions, we have to look at his mercy.

 What is your understanding of the trinity?  

It is hard.  It is something that we cannot really explain tangibly.  They are three in one.  They all have different personalities but yet are the same God.  At the same time we are three in one.  We are a body, mind, and soul.  Think about this.  Two of those we don’t see.  We only see the body.  The difficulty is to try and set apart one personality from the other.  God allowed Jesus to become flesh.  But, we also hold this concept that the Holy Spirit dwells within.

1 Corinthians 6:19 (NASB) 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

When we become a believer, the Holy Spirit takes residence in our body.  In the Old Testament they talked about the Holy of Holies.  This is also what is described in this verse.  It is says that the Holy Spirit within us is the Holy of Holies.  This is where the Holy Spirit resides.  

John 14:23 (NASB) 23Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.

Now, we have the trinity dwelling within.  They are not separable.  The Godhead is one God with three distinct personalities.

For the unbeliever there is no Holy Spirit indwelling but rather the Holy Spirit is free to work on that person.  

So we are really left with the dilemma where we don’t understand it fully.  At times we see the trinity separate but yet we know they are not.  However, I don’t understand everything about electricity, but I don’t sit in the dark.

Does God know the exact choices we will make in the future?

Al McBryan has a lot of teaching on this. 

If God is absolutely omniscient in terms of knowing the future, then what choice do we have?  Why would we want to pray then?  How could we make any intelligent choices that would affect anything?  There are scriptures that will lend itself to this.

Then there is the concept that God allows himself to move time like we move through time.  Then, he will not know all future choices.  There are scriptures that support this.  Look at Revelation 6.  We also need to look at the fact that there are times where God has changed his mind.  

Jeremiah 18:6 through Jeremiah 18:10 (NASB) 6“Can I not, O house of Israel, deal with you as this potter does?” declares the LORD. “Behold, like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel. 7“At one moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to uproot, to pull down, or to destroy it; 8if that nation against which I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent concerning the calamity I planned to bring on it. 9“Or at another moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to build up or to plant it; 10if it does evil in My sight by not obeying My voice, then I will think better of the good with which I had promised to bless it.

Remember that Jesus was telling the disciples that he must die.  Peter told him that he wasn’t going to fall away.  Jesus told him that he would deny him three times.  How did Jesus know this?  God can’t cause Peter to deny Jesus.  This had to be a free choice.  God had to know the choice before it happened.  

So we are left with a dilemma here.  It is scary to think that God doesn’t know the future.  But we can reinforce that God is sovereign.  We can still trust him.  We know that he is the most intelligent being in the universe.  The problem with the other side is that it takes away our free will.  This is the ultimate of Calvinism.  They think that God causes us to do the things that we do.  

When there are conflicting views theologically, weigh the evidence.  Where is the greater weight of evidence?  Part of the problem is that we delegate God to our understanding.  However, God is above us.  We will never fathom the depth of his understanding.  We really don’t know.  The bottom line is to leave this with God.  We must believe, though, that we can affect nations and allow God the freedom to do what he wants.  

Whatever kind of thinking we have here, we should not let it affect our ministry and relationships.  

In the Old Testament the angel of the Lord is said to be the pre-incarnate Christ?  

Ollie believes that this is true.  We can know this by how the angel receives worship.  Angels can’t receive it. One did and he fell (Satan).  Angels have a Fear of the Lord.  If an angel receives worship, it is either Jesus or Satan.

James 2:19 (NASB) 19You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.

Demons have the Fear of the Lord.  If they are afraid of God, we don’t have to be afraid of someone who is afraid of the Lord.  Most Christians give Satan far too much credit.  

Job 1:6 (NASB) 6Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them.

Job 1:8 (NASB) 8The LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.”

All people that have these four properties will have God’s protection around him.  In order for Satan to get at this person, God has to allow Satan to do it.  

Why did God not just send Jesus instead of doing it through Israel?  Couldn’t he have just sent Jesus without the whole Old Testament?

There is no apparent reason that God chose the Jews.  In the book of Genesis 1-11, we have three crisis and three resolutions.  The first is the original sin.  The second is the flood.  The third is the tower of Babel.  

God chose Israel and trusted them with the scriptures.  You had to have a people group to do this.  This is so we have the Old Testament.  The second reason is to have a people group to evangelize the world.

Deuteronomy 4:5 through Deuteronomy 4:8 (NASB) 5“See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should do thus in the land where you are entering to possess it. 6“So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 7“For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as is the LORD our God whenever we call on Him? 8“Or what great nation is there that has statutes and judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you today?

They were to live in a way such that nations of the world would be attracted to them.  This was very practical.  The laws of the scriptures were very practical.  This was epitomized during the days of Solomon.  Israel became the greatest nation on the earth.  This was shown by the visitation of the Queen of Sheba.  

However, throughout the Old Testament there are instances where God shows care and love for Gentiles.  He wants them saved too.  

Genesis 7:11 The flood came in seconds.  The topography that we see in the earth today is not what we had before the flood.  The Grand Canyon probably came about in seconds.  That is why most of the complex fossils are found at the bottom of the canyon.  Also, why are there fish fossils at the top of mountains.  This is also the cause of the ice ages.  The water after the flood probably froze and the water became less plentiful.  This is probably when the great mountains ranges were created.  This is when the water came bursting out of the lower earth.  It was the mercy of God.  God flooded the earth quickly.  

In recent years the oldest we get is around 120 years old.  When people die it is usually from a disease.  However, we have an aging process.  The pre-flood people probably had a slow aging process. Can you imagine this?  They lived for hundreds of years. God in his mercy cut our lives shorter after the flood.  He didn’t want us to live on the earth as long as we did before the flood.  

There are different schools of thought about eternal security.  What do you think about eternal security in salvation?

Psalm 56:13 (NASB) 13 For You have delivered my soul from death, Indeed my feet from stumbling, So that I may walk before God In the light of the living.

Psalm 37:23 through Psalm 37:24 (NASB) 23 The steps of a man are established by the LORD, And He delights in his way.24When he falls, he will not be hurled headlong, Because the LORD is the One who holds his hand.

Romans 5:10 (NASB) 10For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

2 Peter 1:10 (NASB) 10Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;

1 John 5:13 (NASB) 13These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. – this is all in present tense

Jude 1:24 through Jude 1:25 (NASB) 24Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 25to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
 NOW, here are scriptures against eternal security…
Acts 1:25 (NASB) 25to occupy this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.”

Romans 11:22 (NASB) 22Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.

1 Corinthians 10:11 through 1 Corinthians 10:12 (NASB) 11Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.

Galatians 5:4 (NASB) 4You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

Colossians 1:23 (NASB) 23if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.

Hebrews 3:14 (NASB) 14For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end,

Hebrews 3:12 (NASB) 12Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.

Hebrews 4:11 (NASB) 11Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.

Hebrews 10:26 (NASB) 26For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,

2 Peter 2:20 through 2 Peter 2:21 (NASB) 20For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them.

Now, we have a dilemma because we have a whole bunch of scriptures that support both sides.  So where do we find ourselves?  Let’s look at the following:

John 10:27 through John 10:30 (NASB) 27“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 29“My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30“I and the Father are one.”

The question we need to ask is if there is a responsibility on our part.  In verse 27 it says that “my sheep hear his voice and follow him.”  As long as we hear his voice and follow him there is nothing that can touch us – we are secure.  Scriptures speak of eternal security but why are the warnings there?  There must be the warnings for a reason.  

The wrong question is how far we can push the envelope – how far away from God we can be and still be “safe”.  This is just a stupid question.  This is just illogical.  What do we value? We don’t know what goes on in other people’s hearts.  Therefore, we have to take for granted that we may see dangerous signs in a person’s life.  Then we start praying for this person.  

We are secure in Christ and it is unthinkable that we would come to a place in our life where we wouldn’t want to hear his voice and follow him.

Mark 3:28 through Mark 3:29 (NASB) 28“Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter; 29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—

This passage doesn’t really say what the sin is.  Blasphemy really means to make something useless.  This is not about profanity.  It must be about the work of the Holy Spirit.  The work of the Holy Spirit is to bring salvation.  So if we continue to reject the Holy Spirit (i.e. don’t get saved), then we have eternal sin.  

1 John 5:16 through 1 John 5:17 (NASB) 16If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to death. There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he should make request for this. 17All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death.

We need not pray for someone’s salvation, as God already wants this.  Rather we should pray for circumstances and conditions that lead people to God.  

Hebrews 6:4 through Hebrews 6:6 (NASB) 4For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.

Fallen away in this verse really means continually falling away.  This scripture is not talking about a one-time sin.  It is talking about the continual sin.  

How does the Spirit relate to the Body?  When we sleep, where does the spirit go?

What we see in other people is just the body.  But they also have a mind somewhere in their head.  Additionally, there is the soul but we don’t know where this is.  While we are sleeping, our mind is still working.  

Psalm 16:7 (NASB) 7
I will bless the LORD who has counseled me; Indeed, my mind instructs me in the night. – In the Greek and Hebrew there is no word for emotion.  So when they talk about emotions they use the word heart.  So when they talk about mind they used kidney.  This is what the Hebrews word for mind is (kidney).  It means our inner being.  

So, if we internalize scripture into our mind, our mind will always work.  Scripture may be going through our head at night.  This is one way the Holy Spirit can work.

Why did God create us?

The record of human history is pretty much rebellion against God.  When God created us, he took a calculated risk.  The greatest commandment is to love God with all that we have.  When Adam and Eve sinned, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was in the middle of the garden.  Why did God put it there instead of on the outside of the garden?  In order to love God with all our heart, there has to be the potential not to love him that way.  That’s why the tree was in the middle of garden.  There had to be an obvious choice because love is a choice.  

When God has a group of people that love him with all their hearts, this really excites him.  He also experiences all of the basic emotions that we have.  

Zephaniah 3:17 (NASB) 17 “The LORD your God is in your midst, A victorious warrior. He will exult over you with joy, He will be quiet in His love, He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.

He made us so that we might bring joy to him forever.

What happens to the people that never hear about Jesus?

People ask questions for two reasons.  The first is to disprove the character of God in order to justify their lifestyle.  The second reason is an honest reason.

Acts 4:12 (NASB) 12“And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”

This is pretty clear.  Only through Jesus can we come to salvation.  

Romans 2:11 through Romans 2:16 (NASB) 11For there is no partiality with God.

12For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish without the Law, and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law; 13for it is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified. 14For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, 15in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them, 16on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.

It is the inner attitudes that people have that are going to be judged.  Having said this, we need to realize that all people come have some truth.  We also said that God has revealed himself in nature.  Why do people in third world countries (animist) worship trees and other things in nature?  They worship the spirits behind these things.  If there are certain people that have a hunger for truth, God will move heaven and earth to get truth to these people.  If we want truth, God will get it to us.  This is God’s business.  

In Genesis 6:4 who are the Sons of God and who are the Daughters of Men?

Genesis 6:1 through Genesis 6:4 (NASB) 1Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, 2that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose. 3Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.” 4The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.

The Sons of God refer to angelic beings throughout the bible (good and bad).  We also know that angelic beings had a fall.  We know that Satan led about one-third of the angelic beings in a rebellion against God.  

The word daughter comes from the Hebrew word “bane”.  However, this word can be translated son or daughter.  

The term wives is just the feminine of man in Hebrew (Ishah).  Thus, the wives translation probably just means men and women.  
The term Nephilim literally means the great ones.  The text suggests physical greatness but it could also mean potentially great or talented one.  It does not necessarily mean “giants” as many translations suggest.  The interesting thing is that the first people from Adam and Eve were amazing.  After the time of the flood, great civilizations flourished and were filled with evil.  This is about 5000 years ago.  They had a great amount of knowledge and talent.  These are the Nephilim (probably with the same type of talent as the preflood people – probably from the people on the boat).  Anthropologists can’t find out why these civilizations (Incas, Mayans, Egypt, and China) fell.  The answer is sin.  As sin became more common the ability to do great things diminished.  After Babel this is why these civilization flourished but were then extinguished.  

One of the reasons that God allowed the flood is that a society of great ones was not living for God.  Can you imagine a Hitler that lived for 900 years?!  

Another thing that goes along with this is dinosaurs.  Evolutionists agree that dinosaurs were gone at one point in time.  One idea is that there was a huge meteor and struck the dinosaurs.  But why were the dinosaurs all killed at the one time but all other life continued? Does the bible speak of dinosaurs?  The answer is yes.

Job 40:15 through Job 40:24 (NASB) 15 “Behold now, Behemoth, which I made as well as you; He eats grass like an ox. 16 “Behold now, his strength in his loins and his power in the muscles of his belly. 17 “He bends his tail like a cedar; The sinews of his thighs are knit together. 18 “His bones are tubes of bronze; His limbs are like bars of iron. 19“He is the first of the ways of God; 
Let his maker bring near his sword. 20 “Surely the mountains bring him food, and all the beasts of the field play there. 21 “Under the lotus plants he lies down, in the covert of the reeds and the marsh. 22 “The lotus plants cover him with shade; the willows of the brook surround him. 23 “If a river rages, he is not alarmed; he is confident, though the Jordan rushes to his mouth. 24
“Can anyone capture him when he is on watch, with barbs can anyone pierce his nose?

The word Behemoth means great beast.  

Job 41 is about dinosaurs also.  But in verse 18 it talks about fire breathing.  Is this possible?  Look at fireflies.  There is something combustible in the them that creates the light.  Is it not possible that dinosaurs had this too?  How then did they all disappear?  After the flood, the world was no longer a tropical paradise.  Before the flood, it was.  Antarctica is totally encased with snow and ice. They have found the remains of Wooly Mammoth with undigested green food in their stomach.  This indicates that they were pretty much frozen immediately.  The preflood world was a totally different world.  

The word “children” is only suggested.  It is really not there.  It is often translated that the angels had intercourse with humans and created some type of offspring.  However, there is no indication that angels have this ability. This verse could refer to demon possession.  There were people with tremendous ability that had become possessed.  God could not allow this to continue so he destroyed that world with a flood.  He saved only one man’s family and started all over again.  

In Deuteronmy 9:9 Moses fasted without water for 40 days?

Deuteronomy 9:9 (NASB) 9“When I went up to the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant which the LORD had made with you, then I remained on the mountain forty days and nights; I neither ate bread nor drank water.

This had to be a supernatural fast.  God had to sustain him for these 40 days.  Jesus fasted before being tempted by the devil for 40 days and nights.  There was no indication that this was water free.  The average person has fat cells in their body.  They give the shape to our body and also store up energy for us.  The average person has enough fat cells to last 40 days.  The day that Jesus was tempted by the devil to make stones into bread was the day that he was at the point of starvation and needed food.

In Matthew 15:2, did the disciples break this on purpose?

Matthew 15:2 (NASB) 2“Why do Your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.”

The biblical law had certain laws about food.  However, the Pharisees built upon this.  This was a very legalistic thing.  The disciples knew that they were breaking the tradition but the tradition didn’t matter.  Tradition in churches is okay.  However, tradition for tradition’s sake is wrong.  The disciples were just following Jesus’ pattern when they did this.

What About This Passage?

Matthew 27:51 through Matthew 27:54 (NASB) 51And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split. 52The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 53and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

The veil is the part of the temple that separates the outer room from the Holy of Holies.  This tells us that anyone could come to God now.  Then it tells us that rocks split.  This is amazing. 

After Jesus’ resurrection many early believers were given bodily resurrections.  This would be a remarkable thing.  This is only in the book of Matthew.  This is because there were so many miracles happening at this time.

1 Corinthians 15:22 through 1 Corinthians 15:23 (NASB) 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His comings

Notice that it says fruits.  All of the saints up to that time were given their glorified bodies.  Their souls were already with God.

1 Corinthians 15:24 (NASB) 24then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. 

After the second coming, the rest of the souls (from his death to second coming) will then receive their glorified body.   

There are numerous places in Joshua that say that things are still there to that day.  Are they still there? 
No this was in reference to author’s time and not now.

What’s up with tongues?

Many churches believe that speaking in tongues is the sign of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  This is their doctrine.  They use the book of Acts for their reference.  Some of these denominations also say that unless you speak in tongues you may not be saved.  

Is it possible to speak in tongues but yet not be filled with the spirit?  The answer is yes.  It isn’t necessary to have the gift of tongues to be a believer.

1 Corinthians 12:30 (NASB) 30All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they?

When we are saved, the Holy Spirit live in us.  Some believe that later on people become baptized by the Spirit.  This is a new energy and excitement of God and is usually accompanied with the speaking of tongues.  Ollie believes that the baptism of the Spirit can come with salvation.  

1 Corinthians 12:11 (NASB) 11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.

God will give us what we need.  This is a key passage.  It should be the Holy Spirit’s prerogative to give what we need and not us to demand it.  

1 Peter 4:10 (NASB) 10As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

What’s up with the following passage?

1 Samuel 16:14 (NASB) 14Now the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD terrorized him.

2 Chronicles 18:14 (NASB) 14When he came to the king, the king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I refrain?” He said, “Go up and succeed, for they will be given into your hand.”

The problem here is that we only see the black and white.  We don’t see the emphasis that Micaiah had.  He is probably being sarcastic.  So let’s look at the following:

2 Chronicles 18:18 through 2 Chronicles 18:22 (NASB) 18Micaiah said, “Therefore, hear the word of the LORD. I saw the LORD sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing on His right and on His left. 19“The LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab king of Israel to go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said this while another said that. 20“Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD and said, ‘I will entice him.’ And the LORD said to him, ‘How?’ 21“He said, ‘I will go and be a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ Then He said, ‘You are to entice him and prevail also. Go and do so.’ 22“Now therefore, behold, the LORD has put a deceiving spirit in the mouth of these your prophets, for the LORD has proclaimed disaster against you.”

A spirit is never an angel so this was actually an evil spirit.  All things are subject to God’s authority. Satan can do no more in our life than we allow him to do and God permits him to do.  He is under God’s authority.  Most Christians are ignorant about this fact.  

Why did God allow Satan to continue?  He could have just squished him.  There has to be a rational reason.  Satan, because he is limited, does not have to be a disadvantage to us.  If we are tempted and resist, this makes us stronger.  No matter how much Satan attacks, it actually produces greater strength.  When we see this, Satan can actually be an advantage to us.  This seems pretty rational.  It is a calculated risk though.  There would be some who don’t react rightly.

Judges 3:1 through Judges 3:2 (NASB) 1Now these are the nations which the LORD left, to test Israel by them (that is, all who had not experienced any of the wars of Canaan; 2only in order that the generations of the sons of Israel might be taught war, those who had not experienced it formerly).

God allowed problems to continue.  The greatest problem is to not have problems to overcome.  This causes complacency.  God will cause problems to come into our lives in order to make us stronger.  What we call trouble is thought of as opportunity by God.  When we are more vulnerable, we realize that we must make sure that we are in right relationship with God.  This is the opportunity.

The whole concept of Satan involved in our lives is overemphasized by many Christians.  Satan has only limited power.  

Why did got have pork stipulations in the Old Testament?

Isaiah 65:1 through Isaiah 65:4 (NASB) 1
“I permitted Myself to be sought by those who did not ask for Me; I permitted Myself to be found by those who did not seek Me. I said, ‘Here am I, here am I,’ To a nation which did not call on My name.2
“I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, Who walk in the way which is not good, following their own thoughts,3A people who continually provoke Me to My face, Offering sacrifices in gardens and burning incense on bricks;4 Who sit among graves and spend the night in secret places; Who eat swine’s flesh, And the broth of unclean meat is in their pots.

We have a group of people who are being described as being in total idolatry.  They are preoccupied with death.  They are mocking God by eating swine’s flesh because God had forbid it.

In terms of the questions, pork contaminates very quickly in a non-refrigerated atmosphere.  It was for the people’s safety.

Mark 7:18 through Mark 7:19 (NASB) 18And He said* to them, “Are you so lacking in understanding also? Do you not understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile him, 19because it does not go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is eliminated?” (Thus He declared all foods clean.)

God has removed the dietary constriction that was necessary before.  The law was given originally for the well being of man.  For instance, there was a law that said if you touch a dead body, you would be unclean for a certain number of days.  This law still applies today because they do this in hospitals for sanitary reasons.  

If you could talk to anyone who ever lived and is still living, whom would you choose?

Other than Jesus, Ollie thinks that Noah would be the most interesting.  Noah was 950 years old when he died.  He overlaps Abraham.  He knew what the preflood world was like.  Noah lived 600 years before the flood and then 350 years after that time.  Abraham was born in that 350-year period.  They probably had communication with each other about things.  Job was also in the same time as Abraham approximately.  There is no time element in Job but the law and Israel are not mentioned.  This leads us to believe that he was around Abraham’s time.

Is there a problem between Paul and Mark?

Colossians 4:10 (NASB) 10Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings; and also Barnabas’ cousin Mark (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him);

2 Timothy 4:11 (NASB) 11Only Luke is with me. Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service.

The first time that Mark went with Paul and Barnabas he went home because he was homesick.  The second time Paul and Barnabas couldn’t decide whether to bring him so they split up and Barnabas took him. This was obviously resolved later, as is evidenced by the above scriptures.

God gave us the commandment of thou shalt not kill.  What about people getting killed in the bible?

Think of warfare today.  People are killed in it.  It is for defensive purposes and these people are not looked down upon.  

There were certain crimes in the Old Testament that had the death penalty (stoning).  We have a hard time with this in our current day.  Texas and George Bush are known for this.  The concept in the Old Testament was like penalty for like crime.  The problem today in society is that it is very difficult to have the death penalty in fairness.  The wealthy person can just hire lawyers and appeal and never get executed whereas a poor person can’t.  There is also the ethical problem with it.  The scriptures allowed for it because the criminal wouldn’t be allowed to commit the crime again.

Another issue is whether it becomes a deterrent.  In the bible it did. Very rarely did they ever have to stone people.  There has to be some type of consequence for action.  If there isn’t, we are rewarding evil behavior.  

A criminal is often only hardened in jail while the taxpayers are footing the bill.  The Old Testament did not have jails.  Rather they had restitution.  They did not have a police force either.  The populace watched for the criminal.  If someone stole something, the whole population looked for the stolen things.  When the thief was caught, the thief had to give the stolen things back plus four times its value. The criminal pays and the victim gains in the system.  If the criminal didn’t have the money, they had to work it off.  Our system is backwards.  Most of the times the criminal gains and the taxpayers pay.  

What about the rapture?

There are various concepts of the last days.  There are those who believe all things in Revelation were already fulfilled right after Jesus came.  They think back to when the Romans attacked Jerusalem.  Historians believe that the prophecy spans over many ages.  Millennialists believe that there will be a millennial time.

Revelation 20:2 through Revelation 20:7 (NASB) 2And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time. 4Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

This is the only place where an exact time is used.

Isaiah 11:6 through Isaiah 11:9 (NASB) 6
And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them.7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, Their young will lie down together,
And the lion will eat straw like the ox.8 The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s den.9
They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea.

This kind of concept is mentioned many times in the Old Testament.  There is going to be a Messianic age where God will rule.  This is ten times more prophesied than Jesus coming as a servant.  This is why the Jews are still looking for a king.  

Prophecy scholars relate to the thousand years. There are post-millennialists who believe that the world will come to Christ through God’s work in missions.  They believe that all will have the opportunity to be saved before Jesus comes back.  Amillenialists believe that prophesy will be fulfilled but we can’t be sure how.  They just believe that Jesus will come again but they don’t really know much about it.  Pre-millennialists believe that Jesus will come back prior to the messianic kingdom.  These are the people that believe in the rapture.  This is popular among evangelical Christians.  They believe that God will take all of the Christians out of the world and just leave the non-believers.  They believe this will be followed by a seven-year tribulation.  This will be followed by the thousand years of the  Messianic kingdom which will be followed by a new heaven and earth.

1 Thessalonians 4:13 through 1 Thessalonians 4:18 (NASB) 13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18Therefore comfort one another with these words.

The rapture comes from the phrase “caught up”.  It is the Latin word for this.  There is a series of books named “Left Behind” about this.  This may or may not happen.

1 Corinthians 15:51 through 1 Corinthians 15:52 (NASB) 51Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

Matthew 24:40 through Matthew 24:42 (NASB) 40“Then there will be two men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41“Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be left. 42“Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming.

It doesn’t say for sure in verse 42 which will be taken.  In the whole prophetic thing it is very difficult to be sure.  Look at how prophecies were fulfilled in the bible.  Most of the time the people didn’t even know it until it was mentioned that “this was to fulfill the scriptures.”
Titus 2:11 through Titus 2:13 (NASB) 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,

This passage sums it up.  We are to be in constant expectation for his return.  This is how we are to live.  It doesn’t matter how it all happens, but rather that we are ready.  We are to watch and be ready.  Historically people have argued about these things and get distracted from the main thing.  Our main goal to follow Jesus should always be at the forefront.  

What type of church do you feel is closest to God’s ideal?

This is not a denominational thing. There are good and bad churches in every denomination.  We would probably need to look at the individual and how they teach.  In Ollie’s experience there is something in the evangelical churches that is fun.  People respond differently to different things. 

What are your most important experiences with God?

Ollie’s parents were Lutheran but didn’t go to church up until he was about 22 years old.  One of the most important things was when he got saved.  He learned a lot when he was a Chaplin’s assistant in the army.  He started preaching to some small Presbyterian churches that didn’t have a pastor.  He wasn’t a natural speaker but God worked at this gift in him.  

How should I live for God and others in this world?
Let’s look at two things that were important in the early church.  The teaching was obvious and they had wonderful teaching but this is not what attracted the world to them.  The first ingredient is the “agape” love that they had for one another.

John 13:34 through John 13:35 (NASB) 34“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35“By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The world had no idea of this unselfish kind of love.  It was an unknown type of love.  This is Jesus’ commandment.  The world cannot copy this type of love.

The second ingredient is that they learned what it was like to serve one another.

Acts 6:1 (NASB) 1Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food.

This was an understatement.  At this time they increased in number by 25 times in just one day (120 to 3000).  The word needs to be preached in season and out of season.  The harvest was big here.  It was “in season.”  When farmers harvest their grain, they often work night and day.  They spend all their time harvesting.  All of the other time, the farmer is preparing.  During winter they are resting but at the same time the land is being prepared.  Most of our preaching should be out of season.  This is to prepare the way.  There will be times in history where there are revivals when the Spirit of God will explode.  These times will be so powerful that it will take every Christian to bring in the harvest.  We have not seen a worldwide revival in 97 years.  It spread like wild fire.  In the nation of India, the number of Christians increased 10 fold.  It hit the east coast in America.  Pastors in the east of America were preparing for it when it hit the west because they knew it was coming.  The revival spread but could be looked different in different areas and churches.  

God will not pour out his Spirit until there are resources set up for it to happen.  We have to be prepared.  

Acts 6:1 through Acts 6:4 (NASB) 1Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food. 2So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables. 3“Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. 4“But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”

The disciples at this time were serving others through the kitchen.  Then they decided that this was not best although they liked serving.  When they picked out people to fill the positions, they were happy that they could serve.  Out of this attitude there were three results.  The word of God kept spreading, more people got saved, and more priests became obedient to God when this happened.

Acts 6:8 through Acts 6:9 (NASB) 8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people. 9But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and argued with Stephen.

Cilicia is in Tarsus where Saul was from.  Saul could out argue anyone.  When he met Stephen in the kitchen, he got out argued.  He could not believe this.  

Acts 6:10 (NASB) 10But they were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking.

This had a profound effect on Saul. This had prepared Saul for his conversion experience.  God met him on the road to Damascus and talked to him.  Then, Saul became the apostle Paul.  

It was the service thing that was important.

In Hebrews 1:14 it looks like angels are created to serve man.  When then were angels created?

There is nothing in scripture that says when angels were created.  Since all things were created in the six days, we can probably assume that angels were created then.

However, Satan appears very early in Genesis.  If angels were made with man, Satan’s revolt had to happen between Genesis 1 and Genesis 2.  However, there is no time element here.  It could have been months or years before the original sin.  This is when Satan could have fallen.  After a period of time, then Genesis 3 probably happened. 

Then, where did evil begin?  Evil did not begin with man’s sin because Satan was there before that.  Where did it originate?  It had to be Satan’s choice to revolt against God.  Satan didn’t have any bad genes or heritage.  He lived in a perfect environment.  He could not blame his sin on anyone else.  He didn’t have the devil to tempt because he was the devil.  This leaves us with one thing: sin is a choice.  Therefore, one is responsible for one’s choices.  The ingredient in sin is a wrong choice.  No one has to be a product of his family or environment.  

What does it mean when Jesus’ side was pierced and blood and water flowed out?
John 19:32 (NASB) 32So the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man and of the other who was crucified with Him;

When legs were broken, the person suffocated very quickly.  He could no longer raise himself to get the carbon dioxide out.  Broken legs were also painful. The blood and water indicates that he died of a broken heart.  That something inside him burst.  He died of a broken heart instead of crucifixion.

God has more confidence in us than we do in ourselves.  Do we think that God expects us to sin today?  Think of a married couple.  What if we tell our spouse that we expect them to be unfaithful but that we love them anyway?  This is insulting.  God does not expect us to sin.  

John 21:3 (NASB) 3Simon Peter said* to them, “I am going fishing.” They said* to him, “We will also come with you.” They went out and got into the boat; and that night they caught nothing.

Peter was actually saying that he blew it and that he would return to his other way of life (fishing).

John 21:15 through John 21:18 (NASB) 15So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said* to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” He said* to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said* to him, “Tend My lambs.” 16He said* to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” He said* to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said* to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 17He said* to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said* to him, “Tend My sheep.18“Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go.”

Peter is referring to a different form of love.  Jesus is using the word agape and Peter is using phileo and saying that he is just his friend.  Finally, the third time Jesus asked Peter if he was just his friend (phileo).  Then, Peter said again that he blew it and was only his friend.  By the end of the conversation, Peter’s confidence is restored.  Jesus was restoring him.  God wants us to be in a place of utter dependence.  We need everything from Jesus.  This is where Peter was admitting he was at when he responded the third time that he was only his friend.  Peter was admitting that he did not have enough strength on his own.  He was in a place of brokenness.

