Plumbline

-- Gayle Keapproth

Isaiah 65:1-2 (NASB) 1 “I permitted Myself to be sought by those who did not ask for Me;  I permitted Myself to be found by those who did not seek Me.  I said, ‘Here am I, here am I,’ To a nation which did not call on My name.2 “I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, Who walk in the way which is not good, following their own thoughts,

There is a place where we can depend on the gifts that we were given by God instead of depending on God.  We cannot afford to follow our own thoughts.  It is so important to stay in a place of consistently submitting everything we have to God.  

Family is so much our beginnings.  Look at family a little closer so that we can analyze our identities in Christ.

We know that there is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  It’s a difficult thing to understand.  But we do know how fluid the relationship is between the three of them.  It is from relationships that we get so much.  Every one of us is in relationships constantly.  Out of trinity God made Adam and Eve.  It was to be a happy and right thing designed by God.  Out of Adam and Eve comes family.  In this “new trinity” we have the mom, the dad, and God.  Out of this come children.  God has established family.  What should the nature of family be?  It should be the same type of fluid relationship that we see in the trinity.  It should be all about love.  It was God’s intent that we should be brought up in this design.  However, many of us were not brought up this way.  We have come from the divine plan of God and family is a part of this.  His intention in family was to create a loving atmosphere and fluid relationships.  This was his design and still is his design.  

Family Is…
1. A people group that we did not choose. 

2. A constant, unchangeable group of people that we are still relating to even if we are not in relationship with them.  

3. An internal unconscious place of belonging.  

4. Primary place or pattern designed by God to teach us about himself and about other relationships.  

5. Our training ground to give love and to receive love – this is called affection.  

a. Affection is something that we may have to learn because it may frighten us.  We need to learn affection.  It is important for our well-being.

b. It is the place where we are to receive acceptance.  It is to be a safe place.  It is where we are to learn how to give up our rights.  This is one of the hardest things that children have to do.  We have to teach children how to give up their rights.  

c. We are to learn selfless relating.  If we haven’t learned this, this is a thing that will stay with us.  We need to be able to look at our family without fear of being disloyal.

d. We are to learn the differences between male and female.  We are different by design for the fullness of God to be revealed.  It is not a value issue.  It should be this way.  Mom and Dad should be teaching us the differences

e. It is a place to relate when we are in difficult circumstances. There is not a family that doesn’t go through difficult circumstances.  It is the training ground though.

6. It is a place where we are to be valued and cherished.  

7. It is a place to grow in confidence under loving conditions because we don’t have to prove our value.

8. It is a place where we are to feel confident that we are able to cope with life and circumstances.

Family Is Not…
· It is not our place of total identity.  

· It is not our only place of belonging.

· It is not our only reference to God.

· It is not our excuse for poor behavior.

· It is not our excuse for wrong character.

· It is not the only place that we have been wounded.

· It is not totally responsible for who we are today.

· It is not perfect.  The design is perfect but it won’t be perfect.

· It is not the exact representation of God’s intention.  What God intended is not what is always happening.

We need to know that our family has shaped us.  Some of our reactions come from how we grew up.  Each person within the family is making their own choices.  Everyone’s perceptions may all be different in a family.  We need to understand this in the middle of it all.  We need God to bring insight about our own families so that we have the right perceptions.  

Family is our central place of learning relationships.  

Jeremiah 6:14 (NASB) 14 “They have healed the brokenness of My people superficially, Saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ but there is no peace.

How do we heal our places of brokenness?  We are not trying to create hurt.  The design of this week is that we are healed of things and that we get to know God better.  We are not looking for a response or for superficial things.  We are all different.  This is a week that is between God and us.  

The are long term consequences for the choices that we make.  We need to deal with the root of our choices.  Otherwise, we will harden our hearts and will not feel convicted of any wrongdoing.  This hardness will become our downfall.  If we do not deal deeply with our wrong choices, this is what happens.  

Look at adopted kids.  They want to know who their parents are.  They want to know who to belong to.  

There are things in our life that we are unaware of.  But are father is aware.  He can touch us however deep we need to be touched.  We do have a place of belonging and identity.  It is not all connected just to our family.  It is only God that can help us get it.  We need to cooperate with him.  We have to be able to look at what has been and see why our present relationships don’t work.  

God is so good to us.  We are not left alone.  The last thing that God deserves is blame.  

A crooked plumbline is worse than a crooked wall.  We need to be lining ourselves up to the true God.  If we don’t have the right picture of Jesus, we are setting ourselves up for disappointment.  

God has a plan and strategy for us.  The devil also has one.  We can’t just say that God has one and ignore that the devil has one.  God’s plan is love.  The devil’s plan is hate.  God tells us that we are precious and the devil tells us we are worthless.  God tells us that we belong and the devil tells us we don’t.  God says we are planned and the devil tells us we are a mistake.  God says we are made in his image and the devil tells the opposite.  God gives us a purpose.  God tells us we are a success.  The list goes on and on.  Whose voice are we listening to?

The truth is that many times we are in between.  God is so wonderfully simple.  The truth of the matter is that God does loves us.  It is very simple that we are loveable. 
Knowledge in itself doesn’t change us.  We have to make it our own.  Think about this when looking at “Walls of My Heart.”
Belonging to something is at the very core of our being.  There is no person exempt from this.  It has to do with how we are created.  There is no thing that will ever satisfy this need.  There is no one person or group that can completely fill this need.  

Why do kids love Barney?  I love you.  You love me.  We’re a happy family.  This is how we are created.  It is what is at the core of our being.

We long to belong.  This is reality.  It is a built-in mechanism to help us find our way home to Jesus.  If we don’t understand that we are loved by God, we will never find our way home.  We will be constantly looking for someone or something to fill this gap.  

Belonging is being connected, attached, and to have a place of origin or beginning.  It is a reference point.  God must be our reference point and we must have straight plumbline.  It is not only who he says he is but also who he says we are.  

We can change what we do but we can’t change what we are.  The “being” thing is hard for us at times.  We only get that when we hear God tell us who we are.  

Let’s look at patterns in Saul’s life for insight

We need to understand that Saul was completely prepared by God.  God did not want him to self-destruct. It is important that God wants direct conversation with us.  He uses other people in our life but ultimately he wants direct communication with each one of us. He wants to fight our battle.  

It is important to see how God sees us.  Saul slowly realizes that God has something for him.  Are we at this place?  If not, we need to find our way here.  Some of us may need our hearts changed so that we can see what God wants to prepare us for.  

Samuel knew about all the bad things from having a king.  But when God told him to go ahead and do something, he just went ahead and did it.  There comes a place when we need to work with God to make the best out of situations.  They may not be ideal but God has the best solution.  This is what God was doing when he gave Israel a king.  We need to be Samuels.  

1 Samuel 10:26  Saul kept silent.  Saul doesn’t want to deal with the rejection.  This is the first step of the plumbline.  We can follow all of the bricks in Saul’s life.  If God does not speak, don’t do our own thing.  

God wanted to help Saul fulfill his destiny.  God gave himself as Saul’s reference point when he put him with the prophets.  Whatever we have needs to be pointed back to God (1 Samuel 10).  It is important to know that God revealed Saul’s identity to him.  God then strengthened Saul and proved him to the people when they won the battle.  Even the people were behind Saul.  But Saul didn’t recognize God’s involvement.  Saul kept looking to Samuel.  Then, Samuel gives Saul information that he didn’t like.  Then, Saul stopped this counsel and totally eliminated himself from God.  Saul could have obeyed if he wanted.

Saul’s first error was that he removed himself out of God’s authority.  He doesn’t agree with God’s image of himself.  Saul has looked for other sources of identity.  He shifts his life from what God has established it to be.  He begins to act independently.  

READ 1 SAMUEL 8 THROUGH 17 (chapters).  We need to look for the pattern.  

***** Afternoon Teaching *****

Saul took himself out of the authority that God gave him.  Authority is intended to be good.  It appears that Saul’s authority figures were good (Samuel and his father).  The most deceptive part of Saul was the rationalization of his disobedience.

Partial obedience doesn’t really exist.  It really is disobedience.  This is how we often rationalize our disobedience.  Partial obedience doesn’t count.  The only thing that counts may be that the consequences won’t be quite as big.  This is where we obey just enough to satisfy the outward requirement.  It is half-heartedness.  No one wants to be around half-hearted people.  We can only do part of the job with half-hearted people.  Look at Saul in chapter 13.  If this is a pattern in our life, we need God to reveal this to us today.  If we are, we need God to show us why.  We cannot be satisfied unless we are wholehearted.

Shifting blame is the second thing for Saul.  This is what we do to look like we not have been disobedient.  We are continually trying to vindicate ourselves.  This is one who defends the wrong.  In our lives we distort the truth in order for us to look good.  Most deceptions have some grain of truth.  Saul gave offerings when he wasn’t supposed.  He blamed the people, Samuel, and the Philistines.  He said that he forced himself to give an offering.  We see no repentance here (1 Samuel 13).  This is right at the beginning of his ministry.  He had patterns in his life that he didn’t let God deal with.  Do we have patterns that we try to avoid?  We won’t go anywhere unless we deal with the patterns in our life.  

Rationalizing sin is to escape personal responsibility.  This is why we are not a victim.  We ignore the present circumstance and jump into something else.  We don’t go deep enough for God to deal with issues in our lives.  

Being verbally religious is a cover-up for where we really are at.  We use spiritual words.  Do we really have a relationship with God?  Saul did this in chapter 15:13.  Saul blamed it on the people. We need to understand the terms that we are using.  If we cannot explain our relationship with God without using terms, we need to examine our relationship with him.  There are no spiritual reasons to sin.  Sin is sin.  We become closed minded and unteachable.  

Resisting authority is warring against authority.  We question the instructions or orders that we are given.  We may use comparisons to question the instructions.  If we do this, we may have problems.  We are having problems because we may not have control of the relationship.  This is from places of fear.  We may want to control everything.

Disloyalty happens in order to protect our selves.  We build walls around ourselves by discrediting others to protect ourselves.  We make sure that everyone knows that our idea is better.  We point out others’ weaknesses.  A disloyal person is undependable because this person may simply disregard the orders given.  There is a line where our authority ends.  If we are rebellious, we may have no idea where this line is.  

Being critical or judgmental also happens in a rebel.  It is not because they are smarter but because they need to be right.  This is a deep place of insecurity that comes from rejection.  We become aggressive because we are so afraid of rejection.  It is the need to be on the move.  We are afraid that someone will criticize us for not doing enough so we keep going.  We are afraid to stop because otherwise our value comes into question. 

Independence is a really major thing.  When we are independent and face a crisis, we just immediately move by ourselves.  We are always supposed to operate with wisdom and sometimes it requires waiting.  When God chose Saul, Saul tried to do it without him.  We can come to a place where we understand that we went into independence but not understand why.  This also creates aloofness in relationship.  Potential friendships are warded off by condescending remarks.  It is a place where we make other people feel little.  This also brings about loneliness.  It also gives off self-confidence so people feel inferior when they come near us.  We don’t have to know all the answers.  Another thing is that we tighten up when confronted by a person in authority.  We either become aggressive or defensive.  

When we are competitive we are trying to get other people’s attention.  Human approval becomes the supreme thing. 1 Samuel 18:9 is an example of this.  The women go out to meet Saul but are singing how great David is.  This makes Saul angry.  Saul has to do something to get David out of the way.  So, Saul offers his daughters in hope that the Philistines would kill him then.  

Types of Manipulators Handout

**** DAY TWO ****

Handout on Self-Image

Are we guilty for what we don’t know?  Some of us are condemned because we did things out of ignorance.  Some of us feel guilty for things that we can’t even confess.  Then, we will never stop feeling guilty.  

Some of us respond only to our emotions because our tongue is out of control.

Christians often become workaholics or knowledgeaholics.  Knowledgeaholics learn stuff without any understanding.  Then, the knowledge can be self-destructive.  We think that we need to be farther along than we are.  The knowledge itself becomes condemning.  We cannot possibly immediately apply all of the things that we learn in DTS.  We are being giveb principles for a lifetime.  God doesn’t want to push us over the edge.  He will deal with stuff as it is appropriate.  We may feel guilty for not doing things that we know we should do but yet don’t have the capacity to do.  It takes a while to learn to step out of our “false” support systems that we have lived in all of our lives.  Some of it takes time.  This is okay.  We must be willing to agree with God about the time it is going to take.  We need to hear from God so that we don’t give up.  Nobody can fill in the gap for us.  We need to let him in his time.  God is at work in us.  

We want to make changes because we are compelled by the love of God.  We have to make this connection.  Once we understand this, it will change our walk.  

We have to know this so we can look at sin.  We need to especially look at the sin of pride.  Pride not only separates us from God but eventually he will resist us if we have pride.  

Exodus 9:13 through Exodus 9:17 (NASB) 13Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and stand before Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 14“For this time I will send all My plagues on you and your servants and your people, so that you may know that there is no one like Me in all the earth. 15“For if by now I had put forth My hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, you would then have been cut off from the earth. 16“But, indeed, for this reason I have allowed you to remain, in order to show you My power and in order to proclaim My name through all the earth. 17“Still you exalt yourself against My people by not letting them go.

So this is the biblical definition of pride.  It is exalting ourselves above God.  Pride is a place when we have heard from God but refuse to obey him.

We must not be easy on ourselves regarding pride.  Go to God and ask to see your heart as he sees it.  Don’t be negligent.  The basis of this is the Fear of the Lord.  We are proud people if we aren’t daily asking for the Fear of the Lord.  It makes us think that we can operate in a holy manner without him.  It will prevent us from seeing Him as he really is.  No one is exempt from pride.  It is safe to let God deal with sin.  He knows how to do it without destroying us.  

Isaiah 14:12 through Isaiah 14:14 (NASB) 12  “How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn!  You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations! 13“But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north.14‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’

This is in reference to Satan.  We need to look at what is really being said.  It is a place where the created is attempting to be greater than the creator.  This is why independence is so important for God to deal with.  We cannot operate on our own apart from submission.  This is a place where we see that there was a choice to do things our own way.  There is a refusal of dependence on God.  Some of us function this way.  There is the suggestion that there is a belief that we can make ourselves like God.  

Obadiah 1:3 (NASB) 3  “The arrogance of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the rock, in the loftiness of your dwelling place, who say in your heart, ‘Who will bring me down to earth?’

Pride is something that it may be difficult to see in our own lives.  After repentance we will become more aware of it.  That’s why we want to put ourselves into accountability to someone.  It is only pride that will prevent us from receiving from others the things that are true.  A child is innocent and when they look at us when we are being a creep, we can see our pride easily.  If we are in a place where we want God to reveal things, it is often through children that we see it.  

Pride manifests itself in subtle ways.  It is the platform that the enemy uses.  He uses it to bring destruction and to interrupt the trust between God and us.

Exodus 4:10 through Exodus 4:17 (NASB) 10Then Moses said to the LORD, “Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither recently nor in time past, nor since You have spoken to Your servant; for I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” 11The LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 12“Now then go, and I, even I, will be with your mouth, and teach you what you are to say.” 13But he said, “Please, Lord, now send the message by whomever You will.”14Then the anger of the LORD burned against Moses, and He said, “Is there not your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he speaks fluently. And moreover, behold, he is coming out to meet you; when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15“You are to speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I, even I, will be with your mouth and his mouth, and I will teach you what you are to do. 16“Moreover, he shall speak for you to the people; and he will be as a mouth for you and you will be as God to him. 17“You shall take in your hand this staff, with which you shall perform the signs.”

There is a pride of inferiority.  It is disagreeing with a God about who he says we are.  It is a disagreement with God about our true value.  Our value is not in what we are doing.  It is not about us.  It is about God.  We cannot tell each other how significant we are.  We need God to tell us.  He is always present.  We need to hear him because he is always there.  We are to encourage one another but yet ultimately we need God.  Inferiority is also telling God that we don’t think he knows what he is doing.  This is a form of deception.  It suggests that life is about us.  Life is not about us.  It is about God.  The pressure is not on us.  The anger of God came about because Moses was repelling the truth.  We want to be lovers of the truth.  

Numbers 16:1 through Numbers 16:7 (NASB) 1Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took action, 2and they rose up before Moses, together with some of the sons of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, chosen in the assembly, men of renown. 3They assembled together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “You have gone far enough, for all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is in their midst; so why do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?”4When Moses heard this, he fell on his face; 5and he spoke to Korah and all his company, saying, “Tomorrow morning the LORD will show who is His, and who is holy, and will bring him near to Himself; even the one whom He will choose, He will bring near to Himself. 6“Do this: take censers for yourselves, Korah and all your company, 7and put fire in them, and lay incense upon them in the presence of the LORD tomorrow; and the man whom the LORD chooses shall be the one who is holy. You have gone far enough, you sons of Levi!”

Pride creates a sense of superiority.  It makes us think that we are better.  Pride brings division.  It always does.  It leads to rebellion.   It produces a sense of superiority and it gathers others into it as well.  We use others to support our platform to prove someone else to be wrong.  

Isaiah 2:11 (NASB) 11The proud look of man will be abased And the loftiness of man will be humbled, And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day.

There is a proud look of man.  These are people that look arrogant.  We can even see it on inferior people.  We need to discern it so that we can pray for people and not so that we can judge them.

Mark 7:20 through Mark 7:23 (NASB) 20And He was saying, “That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man. 21“For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 22deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. 23“All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.”

Pride is a matter of the heart.  It is not from outside.  It is from inside.  There is difference between pride and a healthy self-image.  Humility is willing to be known and accepted for who we really are.  

Pride is not a benefit.  We should only be proud of something because it is of something right in self image.  We can be proud of our children.  It is a matter of appreciation.  This is okay.  

If we know that we have places of pride, then we should be looking up every scriptural reference that we have.  If we know we have problems, we have to get into the Word to see what the Bible has to say about it.  There is a real place for diligence.  Let God take us to these places.  If we don’t understand, get understanding.   

**** 7/11/01 Afternoon ****

1 Peter 5:5 through 1 Peter 5:6 (NASB) 5You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.6Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,

It’s important for us to realize that God really responds to those who are humble.  Pride has effects on us and effects on others.

Luke 7:37 through Luke 7:39 (NASB) 37And there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, 38and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume. 39Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner.”

Matthew 23:23 through Matthew 23:38 (NASB) 23“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others. 24“You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! 25“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence. 26“You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also. 27“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 28“So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 29“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, 30and say, ‘If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31“So you testify against yourselves, that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32“Fill up, then, the measure of the guilt of your fathers. 33“You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell?

34“Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, 35so that upon you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 36“Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 37“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. 38“Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!

Pride does to us….

· Pride confuses our value.  We can get confused about our identity and try to elevate ourselves.

· We think too highly or too lowly of ourselves.

· Pride isolates us from God.  This is why the enemy tries to shield this from our lives.  He wants to destroy us.  His intention is to hurt God by hurting us.

· It cripples us.  It prevents us from doing the things that we ought to do.  

· Pride blinds us from other areas in our life.  We think that we have resolve things and we haven’t.

· We focus on the externals instead of the internals.  We try to pose as something that we are not.  

· Pride focuses on what we don’t have instead of what we do have.  

· It leads us to believe that the will of God is not acceptable to me at this time.  

Pride does to others….

· It brings division.

· It pulls others down or puts them down.

· It encourages judging.  If we are one who quickly judges, we know that we have pride operating in our life.  

· It draws others into rebellion.  It works from the perspective of grumbling.  We start complaining about what we don’t like.  It doesn’t really matter what it is about.  It is a very subtle move.  

· It creates a critical spirit.  We criticize everything that someone else is doing.  This is especially true if we think that we could be doing that thing better.  

· It creates a condescending attitude.  

Now, let’s go to unbelief.  Even unbelief is rooted in pride.  If we feel more rejected, we probably have unbelief.  If we feel more rebellion, we probably have more pride.

Genesis 3:1 through Genesis 3:7 (NASB) 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 3but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’” 4The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die! 5“For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.

What we need to see is that unbelief has been a long-term strategy of the devil to create suspicion between man and God.  He does things like, “Did God really say that?”  Unbelief discredits God.  This is why we have to deal with unbelief.  Who are we to discredit God?  It makes us suspicious of God and his motives.  How can we suspect the motives of God?  We don’t do this in a conscious way but when we are discouraged this is what is happening.

Numbers 11:20 (NASB) 20but a whole month, until it comes out of your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you; because you have rejected the LORD who is among you and have wept before Him, saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?”’”

In Numbers 11 we see the signs of unbelief.  We will need to ask God to help us see them.  Where it begins is when we complain.  But, let’s look at verse 20.  Unbelief is a matter of the heart.  It is not just what we are saying.  God tells them that they are going to eat meat until it comes out of their nose after they have been complaining.  We want to see that unbelief is a rejection of God or what he has said.  In other places it is an ignorance of the character of God.  It is not a lack of faith.  It is ignorance - this is important.  If we don’t get this, we struggle with stuff that we don’t need to struggle with.  Do we have unbelief?  God’s power is not limited.  This has to do with any issue in our life.  We have to get this.  Who is God in all of this?  Who has declared himself to be?  All throughout Numbers there is unbelief.  Let’s look down to Numbers 14.

1 Timothy 1:13 (NASB) 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief;

Numbers 14:20 through Numbers 14:35 (NASB) 20So the LORD said, “I have pardoned them according to your word; 21but indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the LORD. 22“Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice, 23shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it. 24“But My servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, and his descendants shall take possession of it. 25“Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites live in the valleys; turn tomorrow and set out to the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea.” 26The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 27“How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me? I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me. 28“Say to them, ‘As I live,’ says the LORD, ‘just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will surely do to you; 29your corpses will fall in this wilderness, even all your numbered men, according to your complete number from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against Me. 30‘Surely you shall not come into the land in which I swore to settle you, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31‘Your children, however, whom you said would become a prey—I will bring them in, and they will know the land which you have rejected. 32‘But as for you, your corpses will fall in this wilderness. 33‘Your sons shall be shepherds for forty years in the wilderness, and they will suffer for your unfaithfulness, until your corpses lie in the wilderness. 34‘According to the number of days which you spied out the land, forty days, for every day you shall bear your guilt a year, even forty years, and you will know My opposition. 35‘I, the LORD, have spoken, surely this I will do to all this evil congregation who are gathered together against Me. In this wilderness they shall be destroyed, and there they will die.’”

We must hear from God.  If we don’t hear from him, we will have a difficult time combating unbelief.  Unbelief will cause us not to gain our inheritance.  The true inheritance is Jesus himself.  Nothing on this earth is as exciting as Jesus.  If we are caught up in our works, we will miss the true inheritance.  Our inheritance is Jesus.  Heaven or Hell is not the issue.  A relationship with God here makes life livable.  Unbelief will prevent us from seeing this.  

Our unbelief affects other people.  Sin really is wretched.  It not only affects us but also other people.  We have to see the sin around this.

Hebrews 3:7 through Hebrews 3:19 (NASB) 7Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says,

“Today if you hear His voice, 8 Do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me,  As in the day of trial in the wilderness, 9 Where your fathers tried Me by testing Me, And saw My works for forty years. 10 “Therefore I was angry with this generation, And said, ‘They always go astray in their heart,

And they did not know My ways’; 11 As I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’” 12Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. 13But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end, 15while it is said, “Today if you hear His voice, 
Do not harden your hearts, as when they provoked Me.” 16For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses? 17And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.

Unbelief is a choice.  We have to harden our hearts to not accept what God has told us is true.  We are contesting God as though there is reason to think him untrustworthy.  It’s different than questioning whether or not you have heard his voice.  It is a heart matter.  We need to confess unbelief so that we can understand the ways of God.  

Unbelief suggest that what we first found in God will not remain.  We need declare what we have found in God.  Unbelief makes God angry.  Why would we want to do it?  It creates a barrier for him to reveal who he is.  God doesn’t not deserve not to be trusted.  Verse 16 makes is clear that is an active choice.  However, sometimes we need God to break a spirit of unbelief.  We need to pray to be released from this.  We don’t really know how this works but just know it happens.  Unbelief is active disobedience.  

Luke 1:18 through Luke 1:20 (NASB) 18Zacharias said to the angel, “How will I know this for certain? For I am an old man and my wife is advanced in years.” 19The angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20“And behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak until the day when these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper time.”

Again we see it is a heart matter.  Actions may look the same but sometimes they are not.  Look at this story versus the story of Mary.  It was the same question being asked but it is a matter of unbelief in the heart.

Luke 15:11 through Luke 15:32 (NASB) 11And He said, “A man had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.’ So he divided his wealth between them. 13“And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his estate with loose living. 14“Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began to be impoverished. 15“So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16“And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to him. 17“But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger! 18‘I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men.”’ 20“So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21“And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22“But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; 23and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate. 25“Now his older son was in the field, and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26“And he summoned one of the servants and began inquiring what these things could be. 27“And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28“But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began pleading with him. 29“But he answered and said to his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I might celebrate with my friends; 30but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.’ 31“And he said to him, ‘Son, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32‘But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.’”
The older son lived with his father but never acted on his generosity.  It is a place of not believing what is true about the father.

Matthew 13:53 through Matthew 13:58 (NASB) 53When Jesus had finished these parables, He departed from there. 54He came to His hometown and began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers? 55“Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56“And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 57And they took offense at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” 58And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.

Jesus declares their unbelief because they refused to lay down what they thought they already knew.  

Handout on how to get out of unbelief
**** Day Four ****

We need to insist on really knowing God ourselves.  This will be a really life changing thing.

We need to understand how bitterness develops in our life.  We also need to know the difference between bitterness and hurt.  Hurt is done against you without your choice.  Bitterness is choosing to hold onto the hurt.  

If we have bitterness, we need to look at the story of Joseph in Genesis 39.  In Joseph’s life it appears that he didn’t hold onto any of the things that had happened to him.  

There are three main things that we are hurt by.  These are the sources where bitterness grows from.

1. Rejection – we’ve discussed this quite a bit.  If we look at the life of Joseph, we will understand this more.  Joseph was rejected by his brothers and the tests kept on coming.  He is continually dealing with this.

2. Injustice – Everything that kept happening to Joseph was injustice.  It is violating the rights of a person.  It is wrong and not equal.

3. Broken promises – This is one of the ones that continues to support rejection and injustice.  These things just keep tripping over one another.  This often times seems the most damaging.  A place of trust is undermined.  This is what sets us up for the wounds and hurts in our life.  We need to ask God to reveal places in our life where we have made promises but have broken them.  This is so we can understand the damage we have done.  We need to keep things in perspective.  

The only way we can deal with injustice is by yielding.  We have to give up our rights.  This is the only way this will work.  Otherwise, we will become one who is continually offended.  Often times we are concerned that we will be used and abused when we give up our rights.  However, this is not what God intended for us.  

Hebrews 12:14 through Hebrews 12:15 (NASB) 14Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. 15See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;

Grace is divine copability.  We need God to help us cope with things that we can’t cope with ourselves.

Bitterness always spreads.  We can’t remain silent about it.  We always have to bring it up.  It needs to be continually nurtured and that’s why this happens.  It affects others as well as us.

Proverbs 14:10 (NASB) 10The heart knows its own bitterness, And a stranger does not share its joy.

Isn’t this kind of strange?  There is a place where bitterness becomes our comfort and we continue to nurture it.  We rub this sore place but are really supporting it.  We can’t help people that are bitter often times.  We may love this person but we are prevented from being part of their lives.  Bitterness pushes away love from every direction.  

If we have a bitter root, the root can continue to grow down but will also spring up on top.  Let’s look at four results of bitterness.  

1. Mistrust – Trust is a place that has to be earned.  Once it is broken, it is very difficult to trust that person and in those areas again.  This is why people can love but cannot trust.  We have reason to be suspicious when we have been wounded.  There are people who are untrustworthy.  We must be careful in our extension so we don’t set ourselves up for being wounded.  We don’t have a responsibility to release a trust to people that they don’t deserve.  We do have a responsibility to love though.  Also, will we be a trustworthy person for God?  Some people take intercession for granted and because of this God cannot afford to release information to them. Mistrust starts with people in general and then spreads to friends and authority, etc.  This can lead to manipulation.  Healing doesn’t happen instantaneously. Even when we are delivered, we still have to walk it out until we are healed.

2. Question Motives – We questions everyone’s motives.  We are sure that people can’t have a pure motive.  This is dangerous because we may also start questioning the motive of God when we think that he should have intervened but didn’t.  

3. Stubborn in Heart – This is where we set in more and establish the walls around us.  We guard ourselves from being vulnerable.  We put upon God our own attitudes.  This is why the nature and character of God is so important.  Anything that creates a negative perspective of God is a problem inside us.  If this happens, God will reveal where this happened so that we can make it right.  We are really wrong and we can know it right away.  This is why pride will also keep us from being free.  The end result of a stubborn heart is being proud of heart.

4. Practicing Wrong Thinking Patterns – It is a thing where we stubbornly refuse to see our own problem.  To support our unwillingness to forgive we insist on believing what we decided to believe.  In order to deal with this we need humility.  We are not wrong in our heart but rather in our own unwillingness to release it.  

If we have problems this, we may feel like God is using us rather than loving us.  This is not true.  Using is never God’s intention.  He only wants to love us.  

The overall end result is depression.  We have to chop the problem off.  However, so many people forget to chop it off at the root.  They only get rid of the top half of the tree.  Once we allow bitterness in our heart, it will contaminate our mind, spirit and body.  Bitterness becomes a poison.  If anyone drinks from our well, we will contaminate them.  

Handout on Fruit of an Unforgiving Heart

We often see forgiveness only as something we do for the one we forgive.  If we don’t forgive, often it will only hurt us.  

Forgiveness is not forgetting.  We can still remember the wound.  God does not forget what sin has done to him.  It is not reconciliation.  Reconciliation takes two people.  Forgiveness can be done with only one person.  We can grant forgiveness and not receive it.  It is not condoning.  It is not excusing bad or hurtful behavior.  It is not dismissing.  It involves taking the offense seriously and not as inconsequential.  Don’t pretend that it really didn’t hurt.  We need to be honest.  

Kids have a tough time looking at hurt caused by parents.  Our parents may be wonderful but we may still have been hurt by them.  We can be honest about this.  It is not being disloyal.  Just be honest in God’s eyes about what happened.  We need God to help us.  It is not about finger pointing.  Don’t deny the Holy Spirit from looking into your heart.  

Forgiveness is not pardoning.  Pardoning releases people from the offense they created.  Forgiveness is when the offended is released from the offense.  

*** Afternoon teaching ***

2 Corinthians 7:9 through 2 Corinthians 7:10 (NASB) 9I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, so that you might not suffer loss in anything through us. 10For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death.

Repentance is the place we need to come to if we want to know victory in our life.  We often feel frightened of this because we may have a misunderstanding of the character of God.  We need to know how God looks at us when we repent.  He is really looking at how much he loves us.  We may not necessarily have the fear of man but rather a wrong Fear of the Lord.  We often confuse our sin with ourselves and think that God hates us as much as our sin.  Repentance is the place where we really need to learn to come to and to not be afraid of.  We are to be more afraid that we do not repent.  So let’s look at David’s versus Saul’s repentance.  We want to know in our life that our repentance is not questionable.  We also think that if we find ourselves back in the same sin that we did not repent the first time good enough.  This may be true or it may not.

We talked about Saul rationalizing disobedience.  So let’s look at some of the specifics.  We need to be able see the difference between Saul’s repentance and David’s.  We need to be brought to a place of change and not just to a place of sorrow.  One of the ways we know the difference is by whether there is a progression to the sin.  Saul continually sinned and eventually eliminated God.  Saul placed the blame on others whereas David admitted his guilt.  Saul never really acknowledged his sin.  He sometimes did when he got frightened but that was just to get out of a situation.  David took the full blame for his sin. Saul, on the other hand, accused other people and said that the pressure was just too great.  

David faced his guilt head on.  He did not try to escape it.  Saul continually tried to vindicate himself in every situation.  Saul could not afford to be wrong because he couldn’t face this concept.  Because of this, Saul was always concerned about the consequences and offered up excuses.  These excuses offered self-pity for him.  Self-pity is often produced by false repentance.  

David received forgiveness.  He knew God’s character and was confident of it.  David received the love of God but Saul could not receive the love of God or his forgiveness because he did not repent. When we are in this situation, we will try to move into a place of works because we don’t have a sense of acceptance.  Saul is always consumed with the effects on himself.  Our repentance may not be full if we are so concerned about ourselves yet.  David, on the other hand, had confidence in God.  He did not want to adjust God’s character.  Even though David was forgiven and appreciated by God, there were still consequences.  However, David accepted the consequences rather than ignore them like Saul.  He was also prepared to make restitution.  If we do not repent, we end up having to find ways to protect ourselves.  

We know David had true repentance because he was able to worship God.  However, Saul moved further from God and even recognized this.  David’s relationship with God was completely restored.  

God was alert to the issues in Saul’s life and he was constantly trying to help Saul in his areas of weaknesses.  It is not about whether we are a success or failure.  It is about how we operate in repentance.  Saul’s goal was to operate in success rather than repentance.  He was all about himself.  Repentance is about the heart of God and not about ourselves.  As we grow in maturity, we will begin to understand that God does not deserve for us to operate sinfully.  

Forgiveness is not an option.  Forgiveness is more important than worship.  Lack of forgiveness is a hold up to all other relationships including a relationship with God.  It is a matter of the heart.

Matthew 5:23 through Matthew 5:24 (NASB) 23“Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.

Matthew 18:21 through Matthew 18:35 (NASB) 21Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22Jesus said* to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24“When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25“But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. 26“So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.’ 27“And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. 28“But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ 29“So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay you.’ 30“But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed. 31“So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened. 32“Then summoning him, his lord said* to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33‘Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?’ 34“And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. 35“My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.”
Matthew 6:14 through Matthew 6:15 (NASB) 14“For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15“But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.
Mark 11:22 through Mark 11:26 (NASB) 22And Jesus answered* saying to them, “Have faith in God. 23“Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him. 24“Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you. 25“Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions. 26“But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions.”

2 Corinthians 2:10 through 2 Corinthians 2:11 (NASB) 10But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 11so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

Ephesians 4:30 through Ephesians 4:32 (NASB) 30Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

Proverbs 17:22 (NASB) 22
A joyful heart is good medicine, But a broken spirit dries up the bones.

Psalm 86:5 (NASB) 5
For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in lovingkindness to all who call upon You.

Psalm 103:12 (NASB) 12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.

Isaiah 1:18 (NASB) 18 “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool.

Psalm 34:18 (NASB) 18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted And saves those who are crushed in spirit.

Romans 5:8 (NASB) 8But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Luke 23:34 (NASB) 34But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves.

1 Corinthians 13:5 (NASB) 5does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,

**** Day 5 ****

Intimacy is when the thoughts of another are entrusted without reserve.  When this transpires between two individuals, there are no barriers in relating.  What interrupts this is lies.  The enemy’s intent for us is destruction.  He wants to promote loneliness and isolation.  This is one of his best tools in our lives.  Because of our experiences in life some of us may tend towards loneliness.  

The enemy lies to us regarding our value and whether anyone could like us.  Lying leads us to unbelief.  So, if we have taken in lies, we need to begin resisting the enemy and ask God to reveal the lies in our life.  Our whole make-up is to relate.  That’s why the enemy wants to isolate.  Next, the enemy incites pride to break relationships.  No matter how much somebody tells us that they love us, it will do nothing for us if we are proud.  Next, the enemy encourages a lack of forgiveness.  Finally, the enemy suggests disloyalty.  This always destroys trust and future places for trust.  Without trust it is very hard to have intimacy.  Even though we can say that we are loveable, we can only get a part of it because it is not joined with trust.  

Prayer and Perseverance

What has happened so far in DTS can only be maintained if we continue in a place of prayer and practicing.  It will just not stay with us otherwise.  We won’t have the perseverance.  Prayer is really our supply line.  It is vital to be in touch with God in order to know what to do.  This is what prayer is all about.  It is communication with God.  

Intimacy requires the willingness to say that we need someone.  We need to say, “I need you God.”  Our measure of maturity has to do with how much we tell God daily that we need him.  It is understanding that we really cannot live without God.  Real life comes from the source of life.  To the degree that we understand this will be the degree of our Christian maturity.  We often measure ourselves by one another.  However, this is a false measuring line.  

Deuteronomy 32:3 through Deuteronomy 32:4 (NASB)

 3 “For I proclaim the name of the LORD; ascribe greatness to our God! 4 “The Rock! His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He.

What an impressive verse about God’s character!  It is the emphasis of his character.  The only place of significance for us is where we are told to ascribe greatness to God.  It is a place of praise, worship, and recognizing his awesomeness.  The source we need is God himself.  

If we keep God in perspective, we can keep life in perspective.

It seems so simple but yet we forget.  When we are overwhelmed, we just need to go here.  Go to the above verse and believe it.  Meditate on this.  Even though life is hard, God has not changed.  God is our rock.  We can live in this passage.  He will perfect his work in us.  When we get overwhelmed, we must remember our goal.  Our goal is to be like Jesus.  This is the only goal.  It is not ministry or happiness or anything else.  

When we live in God’s revealed love for us, we are capable of demonstrating love to others.  If not, it is hard for us to love others.  God is blameless.  This is very important.  It creates a place of trust.  Even if we don’t understand, we still have this and can feel safe.  God is not responsible for any negative effects but is at work for the positive.  We need to be concrete about his character.  If we are convinced of his wonder, we will get answers.  It doesn’t take a genius mind but rather a relationship.

He is faithful and is loyal to us.  He intends to bring to us constant affection.  Righteousness is right living. It is not too complicated.  It is totally honest.  Honesty is often a hard place for us to get.  Once we get there, it is hard to live any other way.  We understand the freedom that honesty brings.  Honesty never deviates from integrity.  This is who God is and who we should be.  This will build us up.  If we lose our reputation, we can still have our integrity if we live honestly.

God is our prize.  Prayer keeps us in the position to practice right living.  Continued practice helps us to persevere.  

Ephesians 6:18 (NASB) 18With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,

1 Timothy 2:1 (NASB) 1First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,

Prayer keeps us informed about others and God.  We are changed when God trusts us with information.  It creates within us a greater humility.  

James 1:6 (NASB) 6But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.

Hebrews 10:19 through Hebrews 10:25 (NLT) 19And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. 20This is the new, life-giving way that Christ has opened up for us through the sacred curtain, by means of his death for us. 21And since we have a great High Priest who rules over God’s people, 22let us go right into the presence of God, with true hearts fully trusting him. For our evil consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure water. 23Without wavering, let us hold tightly to the hope we say we have, for God can be trusted to keep his promise. 24Think of ways to encourage one another to outbursts of love and good deeds. 25And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage and warn each other, especially now that the day of his coming back again is drawing near.

Please look at this and ask the Lord to bring us understanding.  We can have confidence. If we don’t have confidence, read this and see what there is.  The truth of God is very active and life changing.

1 John 5:14 (NASB) 14This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.

John 4:22 through John 4:24 (NASB) 22“You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23“But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 24“God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

1 Thessalonians 5:17 (amplified) Be unceasing in prayer [praying perseveringly];

Luke 18:1-8 (amplified) 

 Also [Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not to turn coward (faint, lose heart, and give up).

He said, In a certain city there was a judge who neither reverenced and feared God nor respected or considered man.

And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, Protect and defend and give me justice against my adversary.

And for a time he would not; but later he said to himself, Though I have neither reverence or fear for God nor respect or consideration for man, 

Yet because this widow continues to bother me, I will defend and protect and avenge her, lest she give me intolerable annoyance and wear me out by her continual coming or at the last she come and rail on me or assault me or strangle me.

Then the Lord said, Listen to what the unjust judge says!

And will not [our just] God defend and protect and avenge His elect (His chosen ones), who cry to Him day and night? Will He defer them and delay help on their behalf?

I tell you, He will defend and protect and avenge them speedily. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find [persistence in] faith on the earth?

God stresses the fact that he will do his part.  Will we do our part? How do we practice Christianity?

Hebrews 5:14 (NASB) 14But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

When we don’t apply the truth that we know, we lose our edge spiritually.  Our discernment will become clouded.  We need to practice truth.  

1 Corinthians 2:6 through 1 Corinthians 2:7 (NASB) 6Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; 7but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory;

Our prayer life will keep us in a place to become wise.  The more we practice wisdom, the more we can test our maturity.  If we are unwise, we need to ask God for more wisdom.

1 Corinthians 2:11 (NASB) 11For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.

Again we see the importance of intercession.

1 Corinthians 3:1 through 1 Corinthians 3:3 (NASB) 1And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. 2I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 3for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?

Romans 13:14 (NASB) 14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.

Romans 15:1 through Romans 15:4 (NASB) 1Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves. 2Each of us is to please his neighbor for his good, to his edification. 3For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.” 4For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

Ephesians 4:13 (NASB) 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

Ephesians 4:17 through Ephesians 4:32 (NASB) 17So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 19and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 20But you did not learn Christ in this way, 21if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 22that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 25Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. 26Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27and do not give the devil an opportunity. 28He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need. 29Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. 30Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

Romans 12:1 through Romans 12:2 (NASB) 1Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Colossians 3:12 through Colossians 3:17 (NASB) 12So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

James 5:7 through James 5:11 (NASB) 7Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. 8You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door. 10As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.

Galatians 6:9 through Galatians 6:10 (NASB) 9Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. 10So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

2 Corinthians 4:16 through 2 Corinthians 4:18 (NASB) 16Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 17For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Philippians 1:6 (NASB) 6For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

Colossians 3:1 (NASB) 1Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

We need to aim for God.

1 Timothy 6:11 through 1 Timothy 6:12 (NASB) 11But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

We have to have an experience where it is just you and God.  We have to know this so that we know we have won.  When we are with God, we have won.  We can’t have others around us at times to help us fight.

2 Peter 1:5 through 2 Peter 1:11 (NASB) 5Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 6and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 7and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 10Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 11for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.

Look at verse 9.  Christianity can become a dull experience if we forget who God is.  Our relationship has stalled.  What is hindering us?  We may want to look at Psalm 145 then.  

Handout: Response to God

These are the keys that will answer things for us.  They are the simple instructions.  

