Introduction to the Holy Spirit:

Who is the Holy Spirit?

Luke 11:13 (NASB) 13“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”

He called us evil in this verse.  However, all of our evil is not hindering him from giving us the Holy Spirit.  All we have to do is ask him and he will change us.  The word “ask” here is a “continual asking.”  It is not a one-time thing.  When we think about receiving from God, it is not about rewards.  It is about God’ goodness and not our goodness.  This week is not a week to simply learn about the Holy Spirit.  This is a week of experiencing the Holy Spirit.  

Genesis 1:2 (NASB) 2The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.

Genesis 1:26 (NASB) 26Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

The Spirit of God was involved in creation.  In verse 26 is the first evidence of the trinity.  The Holy Spirit performed creation under God’s word.

John 14:26 (NASB) 26“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

This is a great verse to see how the trinity works.  Creation is planned by the Father, is performed by the Son and enacted by the Holy Spirit.  Redemption works the same way.

John 16:7 through John 16:8 (NASB) 7“But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 8“And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;

The Helper could not live within man until Jesus first died.  This is what Jesus is talking about in the above verse.   God inside of us is better than God next to us.  That is why it is to our advantage that Jesus died.  Through Jesus the Holy Spirit comes to live within us.

The Holy Spirit is the third person in the trinity.  He is Christ’s representative on earth.

John 15:26 (NASB) 26“When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,

John 16:13 through John 16:15 (NASB) 13“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 14“He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 15“All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.

The Holy Spirit is coming on Jesus’ behalf.  He is bearing witness of Jesus.  This is where salvation comes from.  The Holy Spirit is going to honor the name of Jesus on the earth.

John 14:12 through John 14:13 (NASB) 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father. 13“Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

Jesus performed his works as a human being by the power of the Holy Spirit.  He did not do his miracles by his power as the Son of God.  He emptied himself of his glory as the son.  Jesus became a human being operating by the power of the Holy Spirit.  This is because he wanted to show us how to do it.  

The Holy Spirit is also a person.  He is not a force or an “it”.  The Holy Spirit is one of the sweetest persons.  To know the fellowship of the Spirit is pure joy.  

Ephesians 4:30 (NASB) 30Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

We can disappoint the Holy Spirit.  He has a will.

1 Corinthians 12:11 (NASB) 11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.

He also has emotions.  In some of the above verses we can see that he hears and that he speaks.  This is all about relationship.  God wants us to think about a relationship with the Holy Spirit.  We need to treat the Holy Spirit as a person.  

He has no physical form.  When he is pictured in heaven (rev 22:1), he is pictured as a river flowing from the throne.

John 7:37 through John 7:39 (NASB) 37Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” 39But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

He is pictured like oil.

1 Samuel 16:13 (NASB) 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. And Samuel arose and went to Ramah.

Isaiah 11:2 (NASB) 2
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

The Holy Spirit brings different dimensions.  He is the oil that keeps us burning for Jesus.  He is the one that brings the fire and zeal.  We cannot produce this on our own.  We can try but it won’t work (the Pharisees).  At Jesus’ baptism, He appeared like a dove.  At Pentecost he appeared as a mighty rushing wind.  The Holy Spirit is interesting.  Where the Holy Spirit is, no one is bored.  Things are exciting when He is around.  The number one problem in the American church is boredom and apathy.  This speaks volumes about the absence of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit loves to be welcomed and engaged.  Where He is welcome, he generously comes.  If people want to do church with out him, He will let them.

What does the Holy Spirit do?

The first thing is that he reveals truth.  He is called the Spirit of truth who guides us into all truth.  This is why people may get angry at Him.  He tells it like it is.  He will bring to remembrance all that Jesus has spoken to us.  Do not replace studying with the Holy Spirit.  We still need to study the word of God.  This is the stuff that the Holy Spirit brings to remembrance.

Ephesians 1:17 (NASB) 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.

Paul is praying for this great church.  He wants the eyes of this church to be opened.  He wants them to see more.  The bible is not math and science.  We can’t just study it like any other book.  We can’t figure it out.  It has to be revealed.  We can never get anything out of it ourselves.  God in his mercy will reveal stuff to us.  If the enemy can’t keep us out of the Word, he will push us in pride.

Luke 10:21 (NASB) 21At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, “I praise You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight.

We have to come like a child to God.  We can’t think that we are wise.  We need God for revelation.  We are never going to become an expert about the Holy Spirit.  The more we learn, the more we will realize that we don’t know hardly anything.

1 Corinthians 2:12 (NASB) 12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,

Sometimes when we think of the Holy Spirit, we think of him as the one who convicts.  However, he also is the one that reveals our inheritance in Jesus. The Father has left us an inheritance through his son.  This covers every area of our life.  However, the will is being contested.  There is an enemy that is doing everything he can to keep us from getting our inheritance.  The Holy Spirit is our lawyer.  He knows what is ours and wants to show us how to get it.  He wants us to get it out of theory and into our hands.  He is not here just to talk about sin.  

Secondly, he empowers people to overcome.  

Ephesians 1:19 through Ephesians 1:20 (NASB) 19and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,

Ephesians 3:20 (NASB) 20Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,

The Holy Spirit is here to give great, great power.  Think about the story of Samson.  Delilah was supposed to find out the secret of his power.  His secret was consecration to the Holy Spirit through his uncut hair.  Samson was not a big guy.  He was just a regular guy and that’s why people wanted to know what his secret was.  The Philistines needed to find out what his secret was in order to get him.  Think about Popeye.  His secret was the spinach.  The whole story line is about how Popeye is going to get the spinach.  Bluto always has Olive Oil because he is bigger.  However, Popeye has a secret.  When Popeye gets his spinach, it is over.  This is also the story line of a Christian.  It is not us against the devil or flesh.  We are no match for either of these.  But Jesus Christ has come and disarmed Satan of his authority.  He has given the Holy Spirit.

1 John 4:4 (NASB) 4You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.

When we are walking in our strength, the devil won’t evil come to fight us because it is too embarrassing.  His whole strategy is about distracting us from our spinach.  The Holy Spirit is more powerful than anything.  Satan tries to get us to focus on ourselves and our own weakness.  It is all a strategy about trying to separate us from our source of power.  

1 John 5:4 (NASB) 4For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.

We don’t overcome because of what we do but rather because of who we are.  There are a lot of things that we don’t choose in this world.  Think of our physical appearance and our parents.  A Christians has become born of God.  We are overcomers.  We need to discover this.  This is who we are.  Overcoming is in the very “genes” of God.  We have become part of the divine nature.  Unfortunately, most Christians don’t live this way.  Christianity comes with its own engine.  Too many people try to pull it on their own.  The New Testament is about the Spirit that gives life.  This is what quiet time is about.  This is where we get our gas for life.  The Holy Spirit comes to give us life.  This is what grace is about.  

We need to live by faith and grace.  When we are saved, we are saved in the Spirit.  To often we try to continue this in the flesh.  However, we need to keep doing it in the Spirit.  We are not to just keep the law.  Think of the kite example.  To get it to go up in the air is not that fun.  But once it is flying, it is easier.  The higher a kite is, the safer it is.  It just sails away easily.  It is also very visible.  However, to get it there we have to release string.  This is what we have to do in our Christian life.  We need to release things (goals, ambitions, etc).  This is the secret of the Christian life.  The yoke is easy.  We just have to hang on to the string.  We just need to walk in the Holy Spirit.  It is all about grace.  God predestined that all things would be to the glory of his grace.  It is not about the glory of our commitment.  Divine grace is behind everything.

Philippians 2:13 (NASB) 13for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

Thirdly, the Holy Spirit leads people. 

Romans 8:14 (NASB) 14For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

1 Samuel 23:1-12 – David inquired of the Lord about attacking the Philistines.  The Lord told him to go and they won.  David had to make a decision about how he was going to live.  Was he going to live by what made sense or by what God was telling him to do?  This is where David made the decision to live by what God says.  Whenever we obey God instead of our mind, we will feel like we are going off a diving board.  We are not to lean on our own understanding but we can still use it.  We can make plans but we are to hold them loosely.  We want something more than human wisdom.  We want God’s leading.  

We are called sheep for a reason.  They are dumb animals and desperately need a Shepherd.  The Shepherd goes to the next pasture and then calls the sheep to him.  God leads us to paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  If we saw scrawny sheep in the meadow, we would wonder where the Shepherd is.  It is the Shepherd’s reputation that is on the line.  The way God cares for us is our testimony.  We are one of his sheep.  

Notice that by the end of the above passage, David is off the diving board.  He is totally living by the Spirit’s leading.  He is not living by what makes sense anymore.  In the New Testament, we have been made priests.  We have been made a kingdom of priests.  Everyone of us have an Ephod.  We are to let the peace of Christ act as an umpire in all the decisions in life.  We have an inner guide within ourselves.  We need to have the witness and peace inside that things are right.  Sometimes doors will be shut and God will tell us to go through it.  He wants to move mountains and open doors for us.  Sometimes doors are opened but they are a trap of the enemy.  Never go against the peace of God.  

God never showed up anywhere in the bible and asked people what they thought God should do.  Whenever God comes, he has a plan.  We just need to be open and obedient.  We need to let God plan.  God often doesn’t tell us much or give us the big plan.  This is so we don’t have to carry that around with us.  God will tell us exactly what we need to know.  He gives us a light to our feet so that we know the next step (and usually that only).  We just need to walk with him and let the Holy Spirit lead.

Fourthly, the Holy Spirit conceives fruit.

Galatians 5:22 through Galatians 5:23 (NASB) 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

We get fruit through intimacy with God.

Isaiah 11:2 (NASB) 2
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

Knowledge here means intimacy with God.  Adam “knew” Eve when they had children.  We cannot have children without sexual intimacy.  Or at least it used to be this way.  Children are fruit of the womb.  

John 17:3 (NASB) 3“This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

Knowing in the bible is different than what we think it is.  Knowing in the bible is talking about intimacy.  This is where the fruit comes from.

The gifts and callings of God are without repentance.  He does not take them back even when people have left the place of intimacy with God.  We are to judge by fruit, not by giftings.  Power without intimacy is very dangerous.

Matthew 7:21 through Matthew 7:23 (NASB) 21“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22“Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23“And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’

We are to be intimate with God.  This is what we are to pursue.  When there is a calling and gift, this can flow even though we have lost intimacy with God.  God never wants our public anointing to be greater than our private devotion.  This statement tells us a lot.  God is not in any way withholding power.  He just wants to keep his people safe.  Power corrupts if there is not intimacy underneath.  We need to seek to be deeper.  Then, God will see that we go wider.  

Origins:

Psalm 127:1, John 3:6, Heb 12:27 – If it is not from God, we shouldn’t want it.  God wants only things that come from him.  

We need to look at our lives and examine which things are from God’s origin.  These are the things that God starts.  

Lastly, let’s look at two Old Testaments pictures of the Holy Spirit.

Never make a doctrine out of a type, shadow or a parable.  The Old Testament is the New Testament revealed.  Where there is clear truth in the New Testament we can find types, shadow, and parables in the Old Testament that support that truth.  The Old Testament is concealed and the New Testament is revealed.  For example, Abraham is a type of the father.  He is supposed to sacrifice his only son.  Abraham put the wood on his son’s back.  Isaac takes the wood up the mountain.  It was an act of complete trust on Isaac’s part.  Then, God stops him and seals the covenant.  Also, a shadow shows a little revelation but not the whole thing.  

Genesis 24 – Abraham sends his servant back to the land  he is from to get a bride for Isaac.  It is not about the servant and that’s why he is not named here although named in other places of the bible.  The servant is a type or shadow of the Holy Spirit. He comes with jewels in his hands.  He puts them on Rebekah and she goes back to the house.  The servant says that he is a representative of his master’s son.  He says that Abraham has left everything (all the wealth) to his son.  He implies that the jewels are only a little taste but that there’s more to the inheritance.  God the Father has left everything to Jesus.  We can find all spiritual truth in Jesus.  The Holy Spirit has come to reveal tastes of the riches now.  This is so that he can win the bride for Christ.  Let’s go down to verse 50.  The man comes from Abraham and Rebekah says that she will go with him.  Her brothers say that she can’t go right away but in a little while.  Then the servant says that his business is urgent but she is free.  The Holy Spirit comes to us and urges us but we are free.  The Holy Spirit is in charge.  We don’t tell the Spirit when we are ready but rather let him lead.  When the Spirit comes, he offers.  He wants us to come with him but not set our own program.  The bible tells us that Rebekah went with the servant.  Rebekah had no idea where she was going. She was going to ride through the desert.  During this time she was engaged to the bridegroom and was probably asking a lot of questions about him. 

John 14:3 (NASB) 3“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

This is a text about the rapture.  As Isaac came, Rebekah came out to meet her.  The word “receive” in this text also means to take to one’s side in an act of intimacy.  It is used in very few places of the bible.  This is the bridegroom coming in the clouds to receive his bride.  God is passionate about us.  The Holy Spirit’s job is to take the bride back.  He will present us to Jesus.

Another type is in Esther 2.  Esther was an orphan girl.  The King has a huge feast and the queen won’t come out.  So he gets rid of her and decides to get a new queen.  So they have a beauty contest.  Hegai is the king’s servant that is in charge of preparing the ladies to meet the king.  He treats her with oil treatments and perfume.  Esther is beautified and he is in charge of this.  This is what the Holy Spirit is in charge of in today’s church.  It took Hegai six months of oil treatments.  Esther was becoming softer and shining more.  The Holy Spirit wants to do the same to us.  Then, Esther says that she is only going to take what Hegai wants her to take.  Hegai alone knows what the king wants.  Esther doesn’t even try to figure out what she is to bring.  Hegai was willing to show her what to take.  The temptation is to try and make ourselves ready for Jesus.  The Holy Spirit will tell us.  He will make us beautiful to the King.  We need to walk with the Holy Spirit.  

<<<<<DAY TWO>>>>>

Jesus has paid the price for all of us to experience the depths of the Holy Spirit.  However, each one of us has a different personality.  Some of us are aggressive while others of us are hesitant with the things of the Holy Spirit.  Often times those that jump right in and are very excited then try to push other people in.  This may create an unsafe environment.  

Acts 1:4 through Acts 1:8 (NASB) 4Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”

Acts 2:4 (NASB) 4And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.

Point 1…. What is Tongues?

1 Corinthians 14:2 (NASB) 2For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.

Our spiritual language bypasses the mind.  Our spirit is praying but our mind is unfruitful.  Then, what do we do with our minds?  We can pray with our minds also.  

There are two types of tongues.  The first one is tongues of men.  These are languages that we know of.  There also tongues of angels.  These are languages that no one on this earth speaks.

There is also a distinction between the private prayer language and the public gift of tongues.  Not every one has the public gift of tongues.  The public gift of tongues is used in a corporate setting and someone must interpret.  If no one interprets, we ourselves must pray that we can interpret.  If we don’t interpret it, it is not being used to edify.

Tongues is the expected evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

Mark 16:17 through Mark 16:18 (NASB) 17“These signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; 18they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Tongues is the only gift not seen in the Old Testament.  It is prophesied in Isaiah but it is not used in the Old Testament.   This is what marks believers in the New Testament.

Acts 2:4 (NASB) 4And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.

All 120 people in Acts 2:4 started speaking tongues.  Not just some of them did it but they all did.  

Acts 10:44 through Acts 10:46 (NASB) 44While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message. 45All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered,

Why did they know that the Holy Spirit was pouring out?  It was because they heard them speaking in tongues.  

Acts 19:1 through Acts 19:7 (NASB) 1It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said to him, “No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. 7There were in all about twelve men.

Paul’s first question is whether or not they received the Holy Spirit.  Every believer had the Holy Spirit but Paul is talking about the second experience of speaking in tongues.  Paul already thought that they were saved but when he finds out they haven’t received the Holy Spirit he realizes that they aren’t believers yet.  So, Paul gets them saved and then they got baptized in the Holy Spirit.  

A lot of people don’t get this today.  There is a lot of controversy around this.  

Acts 8:12 through Acts 8:17 (NASB) 12But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike. 13Even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as he observed signs and great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed.14Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, 15who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 16For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit.

Here we see that the people have been water baptized and are saved.  However, they send for Peter and John because they have not yet received the Holy Spirit.  But how did they know that they have not yet received the gift of the Holy Spirit?  They were probably expecting something that didn’t happen.  Simeon must have saw that they had received through their tongues (the evidence) because otherwise he would not have offered money to get the gift too.  

This does not mean that you have to have tongues to be baptized in the Holy Spirit.  People that are baptized have the ability to speak in tongues but do not have to in order to be saved.

Point 2 … Why tongues?

1 Corinthians 14:5 (NASB) 5Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may receive edifying.

Why would Paul pray this?  The first reason is for edification.

Jude 1:20 (NASB) 20But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit

1 Corinthians 14:4 (NASB) 4One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church.

Speaking in tongues help build up our faith.  Things in this world often choke our faith.  Speaking in tongues helps charge us up.  The problem is that we as Christians need to be filled by the Holy Spirit every day.  We are just like batteries.  The more we are used, the more we need to be recharged.  This is what praying in tongues does.  It recharges our batteries.

2 Timothy 1:6 (NASB) 6For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.

What is Paul talking about here?  This is THE gift of God that is from Paul laying his hands on them.  Whatever gift it is, it is one that Timothy can kindle himself.  He can stir it up himself.  Does this sound like the prayer language?

Often people with prayer language don’t use it on a regular basis.  The main reason why is because of unbelief.  The first five minutes of praying in tongues is often hard.  But we need to press in.  If we only try it for five minutes or so, it will be hard.  We need to develop this gift.  

A second reason to pray in tongues is for intercession.

Romans 8:26 through Romans 8:27 (NASB) 26In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 27and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

This is the Holy Spirit working in us.  He is not alone doing it himself.  Intercession comes through voluntary human beings.  

A third reason to pray in tongues is to release the river.  

John 4 – Jesus gives us a picture of the Holy Spirit as a well that springs up to eternal life.  This is the anointing within that teaches all things.  

Jesus had no miracles between the ages of 1 and 30.  

John 7:37 through John 7:39 (NASB) 37Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” 39But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

This is where Jesus is talking about the Holy Spirit again.  The baptism is about the river flowing out.  This is the power.  Only after Jesus got this did he start doing miracles.  However, the river gets dammed up easily.  The devil is trying to throw rocks in the river because he doesn’t want it flowing.  This is one thing that the prayer language does.  It gets the river flowing again.  Do we want a stream or a river?  

Point 3 … How do I receive the prayer language?

Acts 2:37 through Acts 2:39 (NASB) 37Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39“For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.”

This is an active “receive.”  Jesus has already poured out his salvation on the world.  People just have to accept (receive) the salvation.  The same is so with the baptism of the Spirit.  We don’t have to beg God for it.  It is God’s will that we have it.  We just have to receive it.  

We also have to be thirsty to receive.  If we are not ready for it, just give it time.  When people are ready for it, it happens.  It is not a big deal if we are not ready for it.  

Luke 3:15 through Luke 3:16 (NASB) 15Now while the people were in a state of expectation and all were wondering in their hearts about John, as to whether he was the Christ, 16John answered and said to them all, “As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

Jesus is the baptizer.  However, in the scripture it is often done through the laying on of hands.  We can get it other ways than this though.

We also have to start it.  We have to start speaking.  We have to open our mouths for it to start happening.  This is our part.  

Luke 11:13 (NASB) 13“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”

We need to ask the Father for the Holy Spirit.  This passage is to get rid of fear.  If we ask God for a gift, he will give us a good gift.  When we receive tongues after we ask, we can be safe in the Father’s love and we don’t have to really be scared that we will receive something demonic.

 <<<<DAY THREE>>>>

Why we need the prophetic…
Numbers 11:29 (NASB) 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD’S people were prophets, that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!”

Acts 2:14 through Acts 2:18 (NASB) 14But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: “Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words. 15“For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; 16but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel:

17
‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says,


‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind;


And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,


And your young men shall see visions,


And your old men shall dream dreams;

18
Even on My bondslaves, both men and women,


I will in those days pour forth of My spirit

And they shall prophesy.

God is going to pour out his Spirit on everyone.  God is going to raise up a people that will speak directly from God.  This is so much better than talking about God.  God wants us to have his words in our mouths.  The prophetic is simply how God sees things.  God rips back the veil.

1 Corinthians 12:8 through 1 Corinthians 12:11 (NASB) 8For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.

The revelatory gifts are the word of wisdom, word of knowledge, and the discerning of spirits.  The power gifts are the gift of faith, miracles, and healings.  The oral gifts are prophesy, tongues, and the interpretation of tongues.

The first reason we need the prophetic is because things are not as they appear.

1 Samuel 16:6 through 1 Samuel 16:7 (NASB) 6When they entered, he looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’S anointed is before Him.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

The prophetic looks past the outward to what the grace of God has placed in people.  It calls it out and anoints it.  God is raising up Samuels today to use.  He wants them to call great things out of people and allow these people to become greater than the prophet is.  If we can call out each others’ treasures, then there is more for everyone.  

We are buried treasure.  We have to dig to get at the treasure.  We are not looking for the dirt but rather for the treasure.  When God digs in our lives, he is not looking for the dirt but rather wants to get at the treasure.  He does not want to condemn us with the dirt but rather just get it out of the way.

This is why we are to desire spiritual gifts.  It is to see what God sees in people.  The world spends a lot of its time just looking at the dirt.  Who is willing to look past the dirt and see what God sees?  Are we looking at the dirt or are we looking at the treasure?  

Luke 16:15 (NASB) 15And He said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God.

It is very important to see how very differently man and God look at things.  When man is depressed and discouraged, it doesn’t mean that God feels the same way.  The same goes for if man feels happy and joyful.  Image is nothing and reality is everything.  Man deals in images.  God deals in reality.  

The second reason that we need the prophetic is because we are in a spiritual war.  We need the weapon of the prophetic.

There is not one county in America that has grown in church attendance.  We have had a lot of people change churches but the unsaved are not being brought into the church.  We need the weapons of the Holy Spirit because we are in a war.  Paul tells us to earnestly desire the greater gifts.  Do we do this?  We have this little saying that we are to seek the giver and not the gifts.  However, scripture says  we are to seek both.  These are gifts and not rewards.  We can get these gifts whenever.  We don’t even necessarily have to be a mature Christian because they are gifts and not rewards.  

2 Kings 6:11 through 2 Kings 6:12 (NASB) 11Now the heart of the king of Aram was enraged over this thing; and he called his servants and said to them, “Will you tell me which of us is for the king of Israel?” 12One of his servants said, “No, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.”

We need the weapons of the prophetic for defense.  The enemy gets very frustrated when we have these gifts.  Very central to YWAM is the prophetic and its link to intercession.  We ask God to show us what to pray.  The prophetic is an incredible help to discern what the enemy is trying to do and to pray against it.  

The prophetic is an offensive weapon for evangelism.  We see this in John 4.  Jesus came to the woman at the well.  He speaks about the woman’s past and saves the lady.  This whole story is an awesome story in the prophetic. 

Thirdly, the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.

Revelation 19:10 (NASB) 10Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said* to me, “Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

The word of God establishes who Jesus is.  The Spirit of prophecy establishes Jesus right now in his resurrection.  Many times the church is the sleeping bride waiting for a kiss from God.  This is the word that reawakens the fire.  It is the jumpstart.  It is not to carry us through the long haul.  The prophetic has the capacity to bring everything into understanding right now.  The greater the level of the prophetic, the greater the glory that Jesus receives.  

1 Thessalonians 5:19 through 1 Thessalonians 5:22 (NASB) 19Do not quench the Spirit; 20do not despise prophetic utterances. 21But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 22abstain from every form of evil.

Christianity is not about following a set of principles but rather following a person that is inside of us.  

We are not despise prophecy.  Rather we are to judge it.  If we don’t think we can judge it, then we will start to despise it.  We need to look at a prophecy and examine it carefully.  We need to recognize that prophecy is coming through human vessels.  However, we aren’t supposed to be critical of prophecy but we are to judge it in away that we are looking for good.  Most prophecy has the meat from God but then there is usually a little extra in it.  This is not Old Testament prophecy.  In the Old Testament it came from outside the prophet and there was no room for being wrong.  It also only came from a very few people.  In the New Testament prophecy can come from anyone and it comes from inside through the Holy Spirit.  

Point 1 – Examining a Prophetic Word…
Subpoint A:  We need to recognize that there are three possible sources of a prophetic word (God, self, Satan).  

Romans 14:17 (NASB) 17for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

This is what a word will be like.  There will be a sense of peace and joy with it.  The purpose of any word is to bring hope even if God is tearing down something.  There is the sense of righteousness.  On the other hand, the word of the enemy will bring anxiety, despair, and a sense of ickiness.  Just because we are born again doesn’t mean that demons can’t talk to us.  Every thought is not always from God.  Lastly, there is self -  especially if we know this person.  A word from self really doesn’t do much of anything.  We are not to freak out over this.

Subpoint B: Does the word draw us to Jesus?  Does it cause us to exalt Jesus?  

Revelation 19:10 (NASB) 10Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said* to me, “Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

Subpoint C: Is it in line with the bible?  The word of God judges all prophecy.

Galatians 1:8 (NASB) 8But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!

The bible is our safety.  

Subpoint D: Is the prophecy bearing witness within our heart?  It is important that we are to be led by our inner man rather than the prophetic.  The prophetic word should be used to confirm and not lead.  It may help us get on the right path but it will not lead us down it.  Often times the prophetic may make us feel like we are trapped.  Don’t let it do this.  We need to have a witness within our heart.  

Subpoint E:  Does the person giving the word have an agenda concerning us or concerning the word given to us?  If somebody has an agenda, we need to watch out.  

Subpoint F:  Positive or negative does not make it anymore likely to be true.  There is no law that says prophecy has to be either positive or negative.  

Four false equations: Good person = good prophecy, young Christian = false prophecy, mature Christian = lots of gifts of the Spirit, lots of gifts = maturity or doctrinal correctness

Christianity is fun.  It is not the hard road but it is the narrow road.

Point 2 - Examining your own prophetic experience….

God will test people to see if he can trust them.  

John 2:23 through John 2:25 (NASB) 23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing. 24But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, 25and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.

Can God trust us?  The body of Christ needs these gifts and weapons.  However, to get them God has to be able to trust us.  

Subpoint A:  Is our prophecy a genuine experience or are we trying to have this experience because someone needs it or only for our spiritual reputation?  Are we having a vision or is it just our imagination?  To disarm this we just say, “I don’t know if this is God or not” before we say something.  We just hold our prophetic words very loosely.  

Subpoint B:  What will we do when God is not speaking?  There will be times when we are getting a lot of stuff from God.  Then there will be a test where God stops.  He wants to watch what we do when we stop getting stuff.  Do we have the humility to admit when this happens?  God can trust people when their identity is in God.  Where is our identity?  Before anything else we are a person that God loves.  This should be enough for us.  Nothing else should matter other than that Jesus loves us.  When we have this identity, we are safe.  When we get spiritual gifts, it is so easy to put our identity in these.  Isn’t it enough that God loves us or do we have to have more than this?  

Subpoint C:  Will we take a step of faith in small stuff?  To be used in the prophetic we will have to step out.  We have to following that little prompting.  We need to follow the small leadings first.  God usually speaks in whispers and we have to be very close to him to hear it.  This is how God gets relationship with us.  It takes faith to grow in the prophetic.  We have to start with the small whisper.  We want it to be strong because we don’t want to look foolish.  However, God wants us to jump off of the diving board.

Subpoint D:  Will we presume to know the interpretation or will we ask him?  The first part of a prophecy is the information.  The second part is the interpretation and the third part is the application.  Sometimes people interpret it wrong or apply it in the wrong way.  Many times prophetic things go without ever being interpreted because God is waiting for someone to ask about it.  

It takes perception to hear God.  God speaks even if no one notices it.  God will let us walk right by something that he is trying to speak to us if we don’t look for it.

Subpoint E:  What will we do with the information?  Do we go out and tell everyone of our prophecy or only share it with a select few?  We should share our prophecy with those that God tells us to.  A lot of the prophetic is just for our prayer purposes or to show us something small about our own lives.

Subpoint F: Do we have a hidden agenda?  All of us have natural pride and want to be liked.  We will have to push through a certain amount of this.  We will never be a wholly pure person.  We need to be careful with using spirituality to be seen for more than who we are.  It is hardest to hear prophetically for some big thing for ourselves.  
It is just so easy to hear words of things that we want to do.  

Subpoint G: Are we more concerned about God’s name or ours?  How will we handle it if our prophecy is wrong?  Will we make it look like God’s fault or will we accept our own responsibility?  It’s not the end of the world if we are wrong.  If we are, just eat it so God’s name is preserved.

Point 3 - Being used More….

 Gifts can be stirred up.  The way we stir up a gift is by using it.  We could get around other people that are anointed.  We could read books by people.  We need to be humble though.  We need to seek earnestly to be used.  We have a lot of people that are open to be used but don’t seek earnestly to be used.  People that are only open are hardly ever used.  It is a privilege and honor to be used and we need to seek it. We are not to neglect the written word but study it also.  As we have more of the Word under our belt, we have more of the Word that God can use.  Also we are not to feed on trash.  Make a covenant with God that we won’t put worthless things before our eyes.  As we feed on God, we are going to hear more.  Most importantly, we need to stay in the place of HUMILITY.

<<<<DAY 4>>>>

Judges 14:4 (NASB) 4However, his father and mother did not know that it was of the LORD, for He was seeking an occasion against the Philistines. Now at that time the Philistines were ruling over Israel.

God was seeking an occasion to confront that which was ruling over his people.  God is a warrior.  Samson and Israel were not looking for a fight.  God was the one looking.  He is jealous for the freedom of his people.

Galatians 5:1 (NASB) 1It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

God through Samson started stirring up the enemy.  The enemy then became angry with the Israelites.  So the Israelites got together and told Samson that they have learned to live with it.  It is just how it is that the Philistines rule over them.  They were comfortable living with their bondage.  Often times we learn to live with our strongholds.  We think that is how we are.  Jesus has come to set people free.

Luke 4:18 (NASB) 18
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.
He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, And recovery of sight to the blind, To set free those who are oppressed, To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.”
Christ means “the anointed one”.

Acts 10:38 (NASB) 38“You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.

Jesus came into conflict with the enemies of God everywhere he went.  However, Jesus was anointed and set people free.  80% of his ministry was casting out demons and healing sick people.  Do we think that Jesus is the same today?  We are Jesus’ body now.  His anointing is expressed through us.  Our bodies are his conduits.  Our goal for outreaches should be “Jesus, may you be free to do all that you want to do.”  If Jesus Christ is free in us, he will still do all of the ministry that he did when he was on earth.

Matthew 22:29 (NASB) 29But Jesus answered and said to them, “You are mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures nor the power of God.

We need both the Scriptures and the power of God to set people free just as Jesus did.

Defining the Anointing…
Point 1:  This is the touch of God through a ministry.  We are not really sure what it is but we can definitely tell when it is not there.  It is the manifestation of God through us.  God is everywhere but he is not manifested everywhere.  Manifestation is when God reveals his power.

Point 2:  Why do we need the anointing?

1 Thessalonians 1:5 (NASB) 5for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.

We need the anointing for preaching.  It needs to be divine conviction and not just human argument.  The world needs more than an argument.  The enemy is blinding the world’s eyes.  Conviction opens up the world’s eyes.  We also need the anointing for the healing of the sick.

Luke 5:17 (NASB) 17One day He was teaching; and there were some Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing.

Luke interviewed a ton of people when he wrote his gospel.  What did they say that made him write this?  They must have said that they could feel the power of God hovering in the air.  The anointing greatly helps people believe.  The problem with healing is that the hardest person to get to believe is the person that is sick.  However, when the anointing is present, it is very easy to believe.  The anointing helps people to focus less on themselves but rather focus on God.  

Jesus never instructed a sick person before healing them.  He only instructed them after they were healed.  

All of the gifts come from the Holy Spirit.  All of them are in us.  Ministries may focus around one of the gifts but everyone who has the Holy Spirit in them has all of the gifts in them.  

If we look at how people were healed in the bible, Jesus and Peter just commanded them to be better.  They didn’t really pray for the person.  They just commanded things to be better.  If they prayed, they prayed beforehand.  

When people are getting healed, they often need to act the healing out with God.  If we need healing in our hands, we should start moving our hands when we feel God is in them.  We need to press through our bad experiences and our unbelief.  God wants to heal the sick but he needs part of his body to believe that he wants to heal the sick.

Point 3… We need the anointing to bind up the brokenhearted.  The anointing can do very quickly what counseling can take many months or years.  We need to set the prisoners free.  Can Christians have demons?  Christians can be oppressed by demons but not possessed.  How do we know if we are oppressed?  Everybody gets afraid.  It is a natural thing.  So if we have fear, this is natural.  However, fear grips some people.  This is usually oppression.  If someone is sick all of the time, they may be oppressed.  There is a difference between us having something and something having us.  Jesus is a warrior and wants to set us free.  

Demons are like mosquitoes.  When we come into a room, we are not looking for them.  However, as soon as one shows up we start swatting.  That mosquito is in trouble then.  We are anointed to swat our own mosquitoes.  The anointing is there whether we feel it or not. Do not rely on your feelings. He wants us to know that it is not about us but about Him.  He is jealous for his people.  

Point 4…We need it for the intimacy and wonder that comes through the surprise of God.  

Luke 11:11 through Luke 11:13 (NASB) 11“Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give him a snake instead of a fish, will he? 12“Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give him a scorpion, will he? 13“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”

When God gives us the gifting of the anointing, it is safe because we know the Father’s love.  We are safe because of who is giving it.  We give gifts because of the surprise of intimacy.  Pastors often control the service to provide for safety.  This angers God because he wants safety through him. He wants to have surprises in church.  He wants to give us gifts.  This is what will keep the freshness and the fire going.  

Difficulties with the anointing….

Point 1… While it sets one group free, it leaves the other ones feeling left out.  It may make this other group angry.  This is especially true for those with religious spirits.

Matthew 23:29 through Matthew 23:30 (NASB) 29“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, 30and say, ‘If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’

They honored God’s move of the past while crucifying God’s current work.  They will talk about the God the past and the God of the future but not the God of “I Am.”  This is because they are afraid of losing control.  

Point 2… It has limitations.

Luke 11:24 through Luke 11:28 (NASB) 24“When the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and not finding any, it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25“And when it comes, it finds it swept and put in order. 26“Then it goes and takes along seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.”

27While Jesus was saying these things, one of the women in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You and the breasts at which You nursed.” 28But He said, “On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it.”

Jesus is expounding on the limitations of the anointing.  This is a demon that Jesus himself cast out.  The house that Jesus is talking about is human thoughts.  The anointing cannot keep us free.  Only the truth will keep us free.  

John 8:32 (NASB) 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”

The enemy gets a hold of people through lies.

2 Corinthians 10:4 through 2 Corinthians 10:5 (NASB) 4for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 5We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,

This is what a stronghold is.  The devil has no right in a human being.  The only way he can get in is to get a person to believe a lie.  It is not enough to break the power of the demon.  We also need to walk in this release.  The demons will try to come back.  We need to fill the house up with truth.  We need to believe the truth.  It all comes back to the word of God.  

Point 3… Power corrupts and justifies itself.  The anointing can be flowing because God’s gives and doesn’t take a way.  Once the gift is given, he doesn’t take it back.

Point 4…There is a stigma that goes with the anointing.  There is something that God puts with the anointing that will humble us.

2 Samuel 6:20 through 2 Samuel 6:23 (NASB) 20But when David returned to bless his household, Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David and said, “How the king of Israel distinguished himself today! He uncovered himself today in the eyes of his servants’ maids as one of the foolish ones shamelessly uncovers himself!” 21So David said to Michal, “It was before the LORD, who chose me above your father and above all his house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the LORD, over Israel; therefore I will celebrate before the LORD. 22“I will be more lightly esteemed than this and will be humble in my own eyes, but with the maids of whom you have spoken, with them I will be distinguished.” 23Michal the daughter of Saul had no child to the day of her death.

Everybody chooses between being respectable or being anointed. Michal criticized a response to the presence of God.  We need to guard our heart against a critical spirit.  There is something that disguises itself as wisdom that really isn’t wisdom.  What audience are we living for?

<<<<DAY 5>>>>

Being Used in the Anointing….

1 Corinthians 14:1 (NASB) 1Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.

We are aiming to love people.  On top of this we are to want spiritual gifts so that we may help people.  It has to be about them and not about us.  People are not a project or object but rather we should just love them.  This is the main purpose.  Love should always come before our giftings.

1 Corinthians 12:4 through 1 Corinthians 12:7 (NASB) 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 7But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

God set it up that we would need each other to reveal Christ.  He doesn’t want us dependent on people in an unhealthy way.  However, at the same time we aren’t to be independent from another.  Rather he wants interdependence on each other.  Jesus died to have a people.  Jesus gives us a picture of the body to represent this. We have hands, eyes, and legs etc. in one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand that they don’t need each other.  But at the same time the hand cannot say it is not part of the body because it is not an eye.  Each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit.  God has spread out gifts so that they may flow together.  God doesn’t want us to compare our gifts to those of others.  If we only have one gift, thank God we don’t have to give an account for more than that.  The only account we have to give is faithfulness.  So, how do we know what gift we have?

Part of our happiness is using our gifts.  So, what are our gifts?  We need to look at those things that we are passionate about.  This is one thing that we can look at.  Secondly, we can look at how God uses us.  What seems to be anointed in us?  We can usually get this by the response other people give us.  Thirdly, we can look at our experience.  God is over all of life.  God is probably preparing us for something.  Lastly, we should just pray.  God wants us to know what our part in the body of Christ is.  It is so relaxing to know that we are just a part in the body of Christ.  

1 Peter 4:10 (NASB) 10As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

God operates in many different colors.  The church has operated in black and white for too long.  However, God is a God of infinite variety.  Every one responds to a teaching differently.  No one wants to fill a spot.  They want to serve as God has made them to do so.  God wants his church in living color.  Try not to be critical of how other churches look or do stuff.  We are trying to reach every unique individual.  The church is going to look different.  It should be a representation of God’s infinite uniqueness.  Jesus is praying for unity but not uniformity.  Unity includes diversity.  We need to love each other.  

2 Timothy 2:21 (NASB) 21Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.

God uses whomever he wants to use.  We can’t make God use us but we can disqualify ourselves.  God is only looking for yielded available vessels.  It is a great privilege to be used by God.  Every time God uses us we need to realize that he doesn’t have to.  Don’t ever let getting used by God become old.  God doesn’t have to apologize to us when he doesn’t use us.

We need to make time for God.  We can’t be in a hurry with the anointing.  We have to make time and give God a place.  We have to relax and release the control to God.  Sometimes it takes a fair amount of time for God to start moving.  We often just need to relax to be in the anointing.  We don’t have to pump ourselves up.  We just need to dial down.  We need to let God be God as the Spirit wills.

The Glory of God….

God will not share glory with anyone.  He always gets the credit.  If we try to take the credit, bad things will almost always happen to us.  There is also another meaning of glory.  It is the manifestation of the person and the power of the living God.  It is the revelation of his awesomeness.

Exodus 33:15 through Exodus 33:18 (NASB) 15Then he said to Him, “If Your presence does not go with us, do not lead us up from here. 16“For how then can it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your people? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we, I and Your people, may be distinguished from all the other people who are upon the face of the earth?”17The LORD said to Moses, “I will also do this thing of which you have spoken; for you have found favor in My sight and I have known you by name.” 18Then Moses said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!”

Moses told God that if He doesn’t go he wouldn’t go.  This was a probably a test.  God was offering a Moses a lot.  Moses didn’t want this stuff, though, unless God went along.  What else would distinguish them from all the other people on the earth?  Only God can distinguish us from others.  It is his presence that distinguishes.  Then, Moses asks God to see His glory.  Moses wants to see more.  God did not rebuke Moses but rather God loves this prayer.  

Rich people are often very lonely people.  They are never sure if their friends are real friends or if they just want something.  Our real friends are the ones who don’t want just what we have to offer.  God is probably pretty lonely.  A lot of people just love God for what he has to offer.  Do we want God just for God’s sake?  Moses wanted God just for God’s sake.  He didn’t want anything that God had to offer.

1 Chronicles 13:1 through 1 Chronicles 13:3 (NASB) 1Then David consulted with the captains of the thousands and the hundreds, even with every leader. 2David said to all the assembly of Israel, “If it seems good to you, and if it is from the LORD our God, let us send everywhere to our kinsmen who remain in all the land of Israel, also to the priests and Levites who are with them in their cities with pasture lands, that they may meet with us; 3and let us bring back the ark of our God to us, for we did not seek it in the days of Saul.”

The ark is the piece of furniture where God’s glory dwelled.  This represents the throne of God.  God was manifested here.  When the Philistines took the ark, the glory had been taken from Israel.  David has become king over all of Israel and they have all gathered together for an address.  The only thing on David’s agenda is to get the ark back.  

1 Samuel 13:14 (NASB) 14“But now your kingdom shall not endure. The LORD has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”

This is what Samuel is saying about David.  Saul was religious and wanted the favor of God.  However, Saul never sought for the ark.  He never wanted God in their midst.  This was the heart of David.  David did not just want the bible but wanted the manifested glory of God.  This was how David went after God’s own heart.

They are bringing the ark up and celebrating a great deal.  The oxen stumbles and the ark almost tips over.  God kills the guy that tries to steady the ark.  David becomes angry with God for doing this.  David doesn’t want the ark in the house anymore because of this.  However, the house of Obed-Edom where the ark remained was blessed.  For the first time in his life, David was looking in from the outside of God’s blessing.  Then, a longing in David’s heart begins to grow.  So, David gets past himself and turns to the scripture to find out how the ark is to be carried.   David realized that Uzzah’s death was their own fault.  If we just look at the love of God, we can get presumptuous. They forgot who God was.  We have to have the Love of God and the Fear of God.

The people of God tried to bring up the glory of God using the world’s method.  They used a cart that just as the Philistines had.  They are using the worldly way instead of the way that God outlined.  God will not stay long when we are using worldly ways to do his work.  He may visit but he won’t stay there.  If we want God to live among us, we have to let him change the furniture around.  If we want the ark of God to visit us, we have to let him move things around.  

Matthew 9:17 (NASB) 17“Nor do people put new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wineskins burst, and the wine pours out and the wineskins are ruined; but they put new wine into fresh wineskins, and both are preserved.”

The wine is the Holy Spirit.  What carries the Holy Spirit is our ways.  If our ways are like God’s ways, then there is agreement and the wine will be useful.  However, if we are walking in the old ways (worldly ways), we will not last long.  There will be a bursting forth.  

We can find out how humble we are by looking at how much we tremble at his word.  

God’s anointing flows like a river through faith.  It has banks of love and humility.  If we lose the banks, the anointing will flow outside of God’s plan.  Sometimes God’s pulls back so that we build up the banks so that more can flow.  We can only take so much of the river at our present state.  It is hard to learn humility when the river is flowing.  

When we try to do things God’s way, he will help us.  God just wants us to carry his presence.  We need to love him for this but at the same time remember who this God is.

1 Chronicles 15:26 (NASB) 26Because God was helping the Levites who were carrying the ark of the covenant of the LORD, they sacrificed seven bulls and seven rams.

They are sacrificing so that they remember who God is.  They are seeking to do it God’s way.  If we seek God, he will help us do our part.  We don’t have to do our part on our own.  We have him to help us.  We can put our faith in this.  If we just look at our part and His part, we may be nervous.  God will pour out more grace and help us if we seek him.  

2 Corinthians 3:17 through 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NASB) 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

As we behold God’s glory, we are transformed.

Isaiah 60:1 through Isaiah 60:3 (NASB) 1
“Arise, shine; for your light has come, And the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.2
“For behold, darkness will cover the earth And deep darkness the peoples; But the LORD will rise upon you
And His glory will appear upon you.3“Nations will come to your light,
And kings to the brightness of your rising.

It is nighttime.  We are not in the manifest glory of God.  We are in a time of spiritual darkness.  We are like the moon.  It has no light of its own but it is created with properties to reflect the sun.  There is nothing more beautiful than the full moon.  At night we can’t see the sun.  We live in a spiritual nighttime.  No one can see Jesus.  All that they can see is his bride.  We need to arise and look up.  We need to look on the one who has saved us.  His glory will arise upon us. The world can see the moon.  They will be drawn to us even in the darkness.  God’s plan is for his glory to be on his people in these last days.  We are to be ready to give an answer for the hope that is within us.

John 17:22 (NASB) 22“The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;

This is Jesus’ strategy.  He will increase his glory in us. This will make us as one.  He is the one that we will look to.  He is the focus.  We will have unity no based on compromise but rather humility.  

