Plumbline

             -- David Ahn

What do we think about God?  The way that we answer this question will probably answer all of our other questions.  It is the fundamental question about identity.

What is truth?  

Truth is a correct description of reality.  So by its nature it is absolute and not relative.  

What are some worldviews about God?  What do we often think to be true about God?  

God (the Biblical description of God) <VS> No God (any other type of God or belief)

1.  Value - axiology: Immeasurable because we are made in the image of God.  It is intrinsic value that every one has.  <VS>  Human value will be relative.  It is determined by performance, power, wealth, and class etc.  It is all relative.  

2.  Purpose – ontology & teleology: To love God supremely and to love others equally is our purpose (Matthew 22:36-40)  <VS>  Contribution to self-gratification as one’s purpose.  This includes hedonism and self-actualization.  Evolution basically tells us that we have no purpose.  These are all relative purposes.  There are no absolute purposes.

3.  Absolute (truth) - epistemology:  The Bible is our source of truth.  It is authoritative and the word of God <VS>  People deciding what is true.  Again this is all relative.  Truth is often determined by traditions and church leaders.

Why should we believe in Christianity? We should because it is true.  

Nobody has a complete understanding of truth.  All preachers will have some shred of non-truth because they don’t have the whole picture.  This is because we are finite beings.  We need to put everything up against the truth (the scriptures).  

Identity is really the main point that we are trying to get at.  

Amos 7:7 -9 (NIV) 7This is what he showed me: The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to plumb, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD asked me, “What do you see, Amos?”  “A plumb line,” I replied.  Then the Lord said, “Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.9“The high places of Isaac will be destroyed and the sanctuaries of Israel will be ruined; with my sword I will rise against the house of Jeroboam.”

Ezekiel 13:10-15 (NIV) 10“‘Because they lead my people astray, saying,“Peace,” when there is no peace, and because, when a flimsy wall is built, they cover it with whitewash, 11therefore tell those who cover it with whitewash that it is going to fall. Rain will come in torrents, and I will send hailstones hurtling down, and violent winds will burst forth. 12When the wall collapses, will people not ask you, Where is the whitewash you covered it with?”13 “‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: In my wrath I will unleash a violent wind, and in my anger hailstones and torrents of rain will fall with destructive fury. 14I will tear down the wall you have covered with whitewash and will level it to the ground so that its foundation will be laid bare. When it falls, you will be destroyed in it; and you will know that I am the LORD. 15So I will spend my wrath against the wall and against those who covered it with whitewash. I will say to you, “The wall is gone and so are those who whitewashed it,

The whitewashing came from the false prophets and the people.

Love is a choice.  If we don’t have free will, we can’t have love.  Free will was so important to God that He thought it was worth the risk.  Why do we not release our whole lives to God?  We must not yet really understand His character and trust Him yet.  God fixes things.  He doesn’t mess them up.  

We are fully responsible for the choices that we make and the walls that they create. 

There are two responses to any pain that we receive in life.  The wrong response basically rejects the pain and God.  The right responses embrace the truth of the pain and embraces God.  We need to seek God out.  We are not necessarily embracing the pain itself but rather to get closer to God.  There is always a reason for pain but it may not necessarily be a good one.  Look at Job.  Pain happened to him for no good reason.  

Jeremiah 31:29 &30 (NIV) 29“In those days people will no longer say, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 30Instead, everyone will die for his own sin; whoever eats sour grapes—his own teeth will be set on edge.

 We are not guilty for our parents’ sin.  There is a difference between guilt and consequences.

Ezekiel 18:1 -4 (NIV) 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: “‘The fathers eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3“As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. 4For every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as the son—both alike belong to me. The soul who sins is the one who will die.

Numbers 14:18 (NIV) 18‘The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.’

Numbers 14:18 (NASB) 18‘The LORD is slow to anger and abundant in loving kindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generations.’

The NIV probably mistranslated this passage.  Every other place where the Hebrew word was used it means that God visited the situation.  So, it would actually mean that God is redeeming the children who have had sinful parents.  He is not punishing them.  It is very important to see this.

God wanted to relate to us out of pure love and acceptance.  However, even the best parents cannot necessarily parent without a certain degree of rejection.  How do we respond to authority figures?  The gap between having man rather than God as an authority figure is the love deficit.  God’s dream is to eliminate the love deficit.  

Psalm 103:17 &18 (NASB) 17But the loving kindness of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, And His righteousness to children’s children,18 To those who keep His covenant And remember His precepts to do them.

***Day Two

Now, let’s talk about a grandfather clock.  It has a pendulum that goes back and forth.  However, there are other types of swings that are not quite as desired.  Look at rejection <> rebellion <> rejection <> rebellion.  We also swing from fight to flight.  

We can’t always see ourselves objectively.  Also, we will all experience pain in our lives.  How will we respond to it?  Pain is something that God never intended us to deal with.  That is why we often don’t know how to respond to it.  If we look at the scriptures, we see that it is God’s intention to destroy pain in the future. 

We can either respond to pain in a positive way or a negative way.  Are we rejecting the pain and shaking our fists at God?  If we know God is trustworthy, we will be able to more likely respond to pain in the positive way.  We deal negatively in so many ways.  These ways usually just bring about more pain.  

What then is an appropriate right response to pain?  We need to not reject pain but rather accept it.  We need to embrace pain but not for its own sake. Embracing pain for its own sake is masochism.  This is wrong.  We are talking about embracing the truth about pain.  Every experience in life can draw us closer to God or push us further from Him.  We need to respond in the opposite spirit and forgive.  We cannot let our pain become defining.  We need to maintain the correct perspective.  We need to reject the lies of false prophets and find our identity in God.  Knowing the truth of our identity is so important. We also need to identify what right is causing the pain.  Have we released all of our rights?  If not, one of these can be causing the pain.  We also need to release the right to have pain.  

Coming to God is one of the most important responses.  It sums up the right responses.  Negative responses reject God and His character.  Positive responses embrace God and His character.  Negative responses seek to find other sources to cope with the pain rather than going to God.  We do this because we don’t trust God.  We don’t know His character and probably actually believe lies about it.  We have to humble ourselves and be willing to be known who we really are.  Freedom is only found in embracing God.  It can be found no other place.  We genuinely need forgiveness.  It is as we have been forgiven that we can forgive others.  

Part of our sin in things that happened to us is the way we respond.  If we were abused, how did we respond?  The part that is our fault may be how we react.  There is really no innocent victim.  This is when we try to deal with pain apart from God.  Do we still do this today?  How do we deal with our pain?  We cannot see the truth about ourselves unless we know God.  Our identities come through God’s perspective.  If we don’t know Him, we don’t know ourselves.  A right response to pain is embracing God’s characteristics.  Pain does not have to be traumatic.  There is no pain that God can’t go beyond.  When God says that He is a redeemer, He means it.  Do we trust God?  

We need to humble ourselves and face the truth.  We have to come to God and trust Him.  We need to take responsibility for our wrong responses.  We believed lies about His character and therefore, believed lies about ourselves.  We need to repent of this and be willing to come into the light.  If we come into the light, there is no limit to the restoration that can take place.

**** Day 4 *****

We have knocked our walls down. So, what security do we have left?  Let’s look at scriptures.  

Isaiah 26:1 (NASB) 1In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city; He sets up walls and ramparts for security.

This security is our salvation.  These can be used interchangeably.

Isaiah 60:18 (NASB) 18“Violence will not be heard again in your land, Nor devastation or destruction within your borders; But you will call your walls salvation, and your gates praise.

Praise forms our gates to open and shut to enemies and God to allow or keep them from getting in and out.  God does not leave us defenseless.  Salvation is our wall.

Amos 9:11 (NASB) 11
“In that day I will raise up the fallen booth of David, And wall up its breaches;
I will also raise up its ruins And rebuild it as in the days of old;

God wants to replace our walls with His walls.  He wants us to be plumb with Him.  The Lord will do these things.  It is a promise.  

Ephesians 2:19 -22 (NASB) 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, 20having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

The metaphor in the New Testament is Jesus Himself as a new building. Yet the walls are our salvation and the doors are our praise to God.  Praise forms the gates that shut out the enemy.  The new wall allows our hearts to be given to the Father and does not hinder relationship.  

Let’s talk about revelation.  This is a very important idea.  It is important to hear directly from God.  We need to agree with the Holy Spirit when He reveals something.  Do we embrace the light or want to stay in darkness?  Do we want to be known and accepted for who we really are?  

Revelation is an uncovering, a bringing to light of that which had been previously wholly hidden or only obscurely seen.  This implies that someone else has to do.  It is not just new knowledge or deeper understanding.  It is insight that makes such an impact on our hearts that a change of lifestyle results.  

The truth that we embrace with our hearts is the truth that transforms us.  We allow it to be established in our hearts.  This is what we should be writing about in our journals.  Sometimes we do need to be shown the truth.  It does require a showing from God.  It is something that we need to understand and not just know.  

Psalm 119:45 (NASB) 45And I will walk at liberty, For I seek Your precepts.

Seeking out His precepts is a prerequisite for freedom.  These are God’s precepts.  We can find them in the Word and through revelation.  

Psalm 19:7 -8 (NASB) 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 8The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.

The precepts of the Lord bring joy to the heart when we seek them.  We also see that the Law of the Lord brings about restoration and enlightens the eyes.  The testimony also brings about wisdom.  

Psalm 119:97 -100 (NASB) 97O how I love Your law!

It is my meditation all the day.98Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies,

For they are ever mine. 99I have more insight than all my teachers,For Your testimonies are my meditation. 100
I understand more than the aged, Because I have observed Your precepts.

A key thing here is meditation on scripture.  We need to do this to maintain revelation.  The second thing that we must do is obey or observe God’s laws and testimonies.  The wisdom is also beyond that which the teachers had.  The commandments and love of God have given him this.  The commandments are his.  He has taken ownership over them.  They are what identifies him.  

Proverbs 2:1 -11 (NASB) 1My son, if you will receive my words And treasure my commandments within you,Make your ear attentive to wisdom, incline your heart to understanding;3 For if you cry for discernment, Lift your voice for understanding;4If you seek her as silver And search for her as for hidden treasures;5Then you will discern the fear of the LORD And discover the knowledge of God. For the LORD gives wisdom;  From His mouth come knowledge and understanding. He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity, 8Guarding the paths of justice, And He preserves the way of His godly ones. 9Then you will discern righteousness and justice And equity and every good course.10 For wisdom will enter your heart And knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 11Discretion will guard you, Understanding will watch over you,

In the first two verses we see that we need to desire.  However, we also have to receive.  The third and fourth verses are about asking for revelation.  He wants us to cry for it and to seek it.  This is part of what the relationship is about.  It is about seeking more truth by coming to God directly and asking for insight.  If we do this, then we will gain an understanding of the Fear of the Lord.  It will give us knowledge and understanding of it.  It will give us the knowledge of God.  We have to seek to obey and ask.  This is a proactive approach.  

Proverbs 3:21 &22 (NASB) 21My son, let them not vanish from your sight; Keep sound wisdom and discretion, 22So they will be life to your soul and adornment to your neck.

We need to preserve the revelation that we have already received.  We have to continue in it and maintain it.  

Proverbs 4:1 (NASB) 1Hear, O sons, the instruction of a father, And give attention that you may gain understanding,

In order to know understanding, we must listen.  This is not a very deep idea but yet it is.  It is so important.  We must take the time to listen. We have to actively listen and pay attention to God.  

Proverbs 14:8 (NASB)  8The wisdom of the sensible is to understand his way, But the foolishness of fools is deceit.

Understanding is forethought and looking ahead in this verse.  

Matthew 7:7 (NASB) 7“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

This verse also infers that we need to keep on asking and keep on seeking.  It is not a one-time thing.  We have to spend some time and effort to do this.  It is not instantaneous.  

James 1:5 (NASB) 5But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
If we ask for wisdom, it will be given to us.  When it comes right down to it, it is all about obedience.  If we don’t obey the last revelation, we won’t get more.  Not obeying only creates more guilt.  It would be unwise for God to give us more revelation if we can’t handle the revelation that we have now.  It would only set us up for more sin.  This is why we need to have a teachable attitude.  This is also why we must seek more and treasure the truth that we have now.  If He shares a secret, we must keep it.  We must demonstrate that we are trustworthy.  Meditation is important.  It should be a practice that we should cultivate.  We need to listen and adjust our lives accordingly.  This is how we allow God to pour more truth into our lives.

We are going to briefly look at the nature and character of God. A lot of this stems from Psalm 139.  God is omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, and omni-personal.  God is good and we can trust Him.  He is steadfast and faithful.  He is true to His world. He is who He is.  God desires for us to have truth more than we desire to have truth ourselves.  There will never be a point in our existence where we will desire God more than He desires us.  

**** Day 5 ****

Let’s look at a few scriptures.  The first category is promises.  

Psalm 147:1 through Psalm 147:3 (NASB) 1Praise the LORD!

For it is good to sing praises to our God; For it is pleasant and praise is becoming.

2The LORD builds up Jerusalem; He gathers the outcasts of Israel. 3He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.

Psalm 34:18 (NASB) 18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.

A lot of times we feel that God is far away when we are experiencing pain.  However, the scripture tells us otherwise.  

Psalm 51:17 (NASB) 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.

Isaiah 61:1 (NASB) 1
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners;

Jesus quoted this as part of His mission.  It is important to dwell on this.  What happens when we sustain a physical injury?  We have to stop.  The wound has to be cleaned and then bound up so that it can heal.  Sometimes we have an impression that healing is an instantaneous thing.  However, “binding up the brokenhearted” suggests that it is a process.  Sometimes there are miracles but most often it is a process.  Some of these things in a process may be painful.  

Isaiah 53:5 through Isaiah 53:6 (NASB)

 5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities;

The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.

6All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.

In the first verse it is talking about sin but yet then healing.  Our hurts are the results of sin.  It is the primary cause of the hurts in our lives.  As our sins are dealt with, the path of healing is formed.  

1 Peter 2:24 through 1 Peter 2:25 (NASB)  24and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 25For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

As we die to sin, we are healed by Jesus’ wounds.  It almost seems that as we cleanse the sin, the healing is immediate.

The second category of scriptures that we will look at is conditions that we need to meet for healing.

Isaiah 57:15 (NASB) 

15For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is Holy,

“I dwell on a high and holy place, and also with the contrite and lowly of spirit

in order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.

God revives the heart of the contrite (crushed by sin and guilt) and the spirit of the lowly.  

Isaiah 66:2 (NASB) 2“For My hand made all these things, thus all these things came into being,” declares the LORD. 
“But to this one I will look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.

Here we see that we are to be humble and trembling at the Word of God.

Psalm 145:17 through Psalm 145:20 (NASB)

 17The LORD is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His deeds.

18The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth.

19He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He will also hear their cry and will save them.

20The LORD keeps all who love Him, but all the wicked He will destroy.

Here we see that we need to call upon Him in truth.  We also need to fear Him and love Him. These are three more conditions for healing.  

Hebrews 12:12 -13 (NASB) 12Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, 13and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.

Here we see that “walking in straight paths” is obedience.  It is about the appropriate response to the discipline of God.

James 5:13 -18 (NASB) 13Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises. 14Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; 15and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. 16Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 17Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months. 18Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit.

Verse 16 is a key one.  We need to confess sins to others and then to pray for one another.  

The total list of conditions for healing includes being contrite, being lowly, being humble, trembling at God’s Word, calling on Him in truth, fearing Him, loving Him, obeying Him, confessing sins to others, and praying. This is not just a list of conditions for healing, but it is really a list about having a relationship with God.  Healing is not necessarily a specific outside of God but rather is a natural component of having a relationship with Him.  God desires ourhealing much more than we do. 

(David’s thoughts from worship this morning): God doesn’t have any defense mechanism.  He feels each of our sins even more than we do because He loves even more.  The Fear of the Lord often begins when we understand how much sin hurts God.  When we understand what sin does to God, we can get the Fear of the Lord.  The pain of even the smallest sins grieves God greatly.  Do we feel the pain of even our smallest sin?

God created the earth in six days.  Why didn’t He make it all in one day?  Perhaps He loves  the process.  He probably wanted to savor the event.  He didn’t want just to arrive.  It’s not just about the destination. It is also about the journey, the process.  This is what a relationship with God is all about.  It is not about getting us to some state.  It is about enjoying the process.  Healing doesn’t have to be something painful.  We need to look at it in this perspective.  It is a journey.  

We learned this yesterday when talking about forgiveness.  It is a process and a dynamic event.  We just need to decide that we need to walk in forgiveness for the rest of our lives.  This walk may go the rest of our lives but that’s okay.  We are on the journey.  We can say that we have forgiven but yet with the understanding that we may have to forgive again.  

Matthew 18:21 &22 (NASB) 21Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22Jesus said* to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.

1. We need to forgive all known offenses.  We need to trust God here.   He will bring things to mind and we don’t need to manufacture them.  He wants to restore relationships more than we do.

2. We need to resolve to continually forgive.  This is making the choice of our attitude.

3. We need to continue the first two steps.  This is the continual part of forgiveness.

So have we forgiven?  Emotions are often a great indicator of where we are in the process of forgiveness.  They can show us what step in the process that we are in.  

One last thing: The element of self-deception.  If we look at the checklist that we got yesterday, we can see where we are.  Apathy also may be an important part.  Apathy is when we don’t care.  It is the opposite of love.  If we hate someone, there is still a passion there.  However, when the other person has become dead to us it is a very dangerous place.  It is a serious place.  We still need to care about the person.  We cannot kill the other person in our hearts.  Forgiveness is not just forgetting about people.  If we don’t care, we should see that as a warning sign, a signal that something is wrong.  

