 6/25/01

Relationships are the root of almost every problem in the world.  This is an overwhelming thing.  We can solve all the problems in this little world through this.  Think of all the political, racial, and other problems in society.  If this is true, what does this say?  This would imply that this is the most important video series that we would watch.  This would also imply that we have relationships problems.  If we don’t relate well, we are part of the world’s problem.  We must determine that we are going to be a relater no matter what.  We can learn everything but if we don’t get along we are part of the problem.  We can be a saved part of the problem.  Where is our determination?  Is it our priority to get along with one another?  

We can become part of the answer simply by just getting along.  We need to be first reconciled to our brother.  But we don’t do this.  Relationship is not a high priority on our list.  The tragedy is not that we fight with one another; the tragedy is that we don’t feel bad about it.  Ministry is not becoming popular or having our name somewhere.  Ministry is getting along.  The planet is full of hate, harsh world, sexual problems, fear, and wars etc.  People don’t love each other.  

When Christians don’t make it a priority to have proper relationships, we aren’t helping anything.  We need to get along no matter what.  Unity is based around truth.  Why is it that humanists get along better than Christians?  We need to base our relationships around truth.

Romans 12-16 are chapters on relationships.

Romans 12:3-19 For by the grace given me I say every one of You; Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.  Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.  If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.  Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.  Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction faithful in prayer.  Share with God’s people who are in need.  Practice hospitality.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  Live in harmony with one another.  Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.  D o not be conceited.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is min to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.

The root of relationship problems is pride.  A lot of people give up on relationships.  Our standard of relationships is the word of God.  We should not settle for anything less.  We have to be a relater if we don’t want to be a part of the problem.  Relationship is not as hard as we think it is.  It is really just humility and unity.  Unity is corporate humility.  We think that we can’t do it because we really haven’t seen it in action.  If you are humble and I am humble, it is impossible for us to not get along.  How hard is that?  How simple is that?  If we are not getting along with someone, there is pride some place.  We are thinking of ourselves more highly than we ought to think.  It is a wrong concept about ourselves in relationship to others.  Race, nationality, body size, talent, and spirituality are all comparative things and they are spelled p-r-I-d-e.  If we have pride, we will always find someone to not get along with.

We also must not think more lowly of ourselves that we ought to.  This is inferior pride.  This is not the truth.  It is an identity that we take on that is not a true one.  We are all somebody.  We are not to be pitied but we are to repent.  We need to believe the truth about ourselves.  

We are to have sound judgment.  God has allotted to us a measure of faith.  He gave us all a measure.  We are dependent upon one another.  We all need each other.  We need to have all cultures on the earth.  Without them we are not complete. Uniqueness in other cultures is meant to make us all complete.  He did this to make us dependent on one another.  God designed things this way.  We need to think so as to have sound judgment.  We need to think realistically.  One race or culture is not better than another.  Think soberly.  

Verse 4:  God has gifted everyone differently.  Are we bothered by difference?  Many problems occur because we can’t handle difference.  Weird means different than me.  There are no nerds.  There are only different people.  There is no comparison.  God is a God of infinite variety.  There are no two snowflakes alike.  There are no two fingerprints alike.  Think about this.  The best advice is to appreciate the variety that God has created.  Yet we have a problem in relationship because we can’t handle variety.  If difference bothers us, we are on the wrong planet.  We will never be happy here.  We need to appreciate the variety.

By God’s design we have a unique gift.  We have a personality gift.  We have a particular way of doing things.  The best way to get along is to try and learn from everyone that we meet.  We can learn from everyone that we meet.  If we approach our life like this, we will be better off.

Verse 9:  Let love be without hypocrisy.  Don’t pretend that we love people.  We are famous as Christians for pretending.  Openness and honesty with brokenness is a good thing.  Our relationships are as deep as they are open.  If we are not an open person, we are a lonely person.  They are as shallow as they are closed.  We are to be open with meekness.  We should embrace the other person.  The greatest need in the world is brokenness.  God can use broken people.  Broken means to have a will that can be molded and changed.  

Relationship is strongest around truth.  If we cling to what is good, we are a relatable person.  It is hard to relate to people when they are liars.  We need to hate evil to be more relatable.

Verse 10:  Relationship will not just happen.  We immediately warm to certain people.  This is not wrong.  Across the board, though, relationship will not just happen.  We won’t be good relaters until we decide that we will be devoted to all relationships.  We have to work on it.  We have to be committed to it in brotherly love.  A brother is a lifetime commitment to which there is no withdrawal.  

If we have the same parents, we are brothers.  There is no way to change it.  Brotherly love is the same type of commitment.  Once we have this, there is a strong commitment.  It is a commitment from which we cannot withdraw.  Relationship will not happen if we can’t make this type of commitment.  

Honor means to esteem according to actual value.  What is the actual value of any other human being?  They are just a valuable as us.  They are just as valuable as celebrities.  The people that we can’t get along with are as valuable as our mother.  We need to honor them.  We need to give them actual value.  We can’t devalue someone just because we don’t like the way they look.  Every human being has the same value.  Do we believe this?  Do retarded people have the same value as doctors?  Think about this.  Everyone has the same value no matter what they do.  

Verse 11:  We are going to have to work at it.  We must be diligent.  We can’t be lazy or we won’t be a relater.  We need to be sincere.  It has to be meaningful.  We must relate.  This is priority number one.  We need to get along with everyone that breathes.  Fervent in spirit means to be sincere.  We do hard things when we get sincere about it.  

We need to serve Jesus.  If we serve ourselves, we will have problems in our relationships.  If we are serving the Lord, we will get along with people for Jesus’ sake.  We can serve anyone if we love Jesus.  Our motivation in life should be to serve the Lord.  

Verse 12:  We need to be an optimist.  Do we like pessimists?  We are unrelatable when we think negative thoughts.  We need to rejoice and hope.  If we can persevere, we can be relatable.

Verse 13:  We need to be hospitable.  How can we contribute to the needs of the saints, if there aren’t any?  God will always leave need amongst us so that we are interdependent.  That makes us have strong relationships.  When we contribute to one another, we remember.  Hospitality is something that others remember.  We can do it even when there is not desperate need.  We should make it a practice of giving to one another.  It deepens our relationship when this happens.  Practice this.  Reach out and do things for people.  God will always leave needs because this is how he wants to foster relationships.

Verse 14, 17, 19:  We need to love regardless of the actions of others.  We have enemies on the earth.  Other people will not like us.  The bible promises us that there are individuals that will not like us.  That’s why the bible tells us to like our enemies anyway.  There are thousands of people that don’t like us because we are Americans, Christians, or white.  These are just a few examples.  However, God has given us a provision to relate to our enemies.  We can’t just tolerate them.  We are to actively bless them.  We are to pray for them.  Saul was an enemy to the church.  But he became a leader of the church because people loved him and prayed for him.  Don’t take revenge.  God will defend us.  We don’t need to take our own vengeance.  We don’t have the qualifications for vengeance.  We have sinned so we aren’t qualified.  We shouldn’t judge others.  We don’t repay.  God will repay.  Most murder takes place out of revenge.  Everybody wants to get back at each other.  Bless those people that are our enemy.  We need to serve our enemies.  “Heap burning coals” was a service to help keep the coals burning that they carried.

Verse 18:  If possible, be at peace with all men.  We are responsible to relate to all men.  

-Short Break-

1. Relationships are necessary.  They are not something that we just do our best at.  We need to take initiative.  It is our priority.  We need to broaden our relationships with others.  We are the one to take initiative in relationships.  Why?  

a. Because they are necessary.  They are necessary because everyone has value.  When have we said, “I can not take it anymore?”  When we say this, we are just saying that we will not take it anymore.  We could actually take it but we just don’t want to.  There are no excuses in relationships.  Who are we to put a criterion on who or when we will relate to people?  We are not God.  People are people.  Their value demands that we relate to them.  It is necessary.  

b. Because of the value of relationship.  We do not believe that relationship is valuable.  We break them and leave them troubled and sleep ok.  Hate is a broken relationship that is purposeful and continual.  Jesus said that hatred is murder.  Murder is serious because of the value of people.  That’s why most of us don’t kill anyone.  Jesus is saying that relationship is as valuable as the people who make it up.   Relationship is a thing.  It happens between two people.  There is a husband and a wife.  But there is another thing called a marriage.  It is a real thing between those to people.  This is what Jesus was talking about.  Relationship is a thing.  When we hate and remove the relationship, we have destroyed something valuable just as if we would have murdered.  That’s why hating is the same as murder.  Relationship and humans are valuable.  This is scary when we think about the ease in which we break relationships.  This is not good enough.  This is part of the problem of the world.  We need to fix all relationships no matter who this person is.  We need to confess to God about all of the broken relationships that we have.  Relationship is valuable.  

2. This may seem legalistic to some of us.  We think that it is impossible to live this way.  This is point number two.  Relationship is actually possible.  It is practical.  

a. God is a relationship.  Before the first broken relationship, before any people sinned, back before there was even man, we are back to where it was just God.  God is a mystery in that he is three people but at the same time just one God.  We cannot explain this but we know it.  The reason is that this is like this is because God is a relationship.  There is an active dynamic love going on between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  They love each other as personalities.  Because God has been relating within himself, it is possible.  It has been going on for eternity.  

b. Jesus came to restore relationship.  Christianity is a restoration of a relationship breakdown.  It is the answer for the entire world.  He died for our sins and his bloods atoned for our sins.  He did this so that we could be restored to God.  He reconciled us.  This means to restore relationship.  If we receive Christ, we are brought back into relationship with God.  But, he also came to bring about a grace.

i. Ephesians 2:1-18 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations.  His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the tow, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.  He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.  For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  
We can relate to one another because Jesus died for it.  He wants to bring the Jewish and Greek churches together.  Any barrier between groups of people has been abolished by the cross.  It is possible for us to relate from person to person.  This is the grace that flows from the cross.  This is why we are to love God and to love one another.  Jesus has removed sin and selfishness by the cross.  We are related to God by his grace right now.  But praise God because this grace also allows us to love our neighbor.  We must determine to relate because Jesus made this possible.  If we are not getting along, we are not letting God’s grace flow.  The grace will get us into heaven but also to relate to one another.  We now have no excuse for not being able to relate to one another.  If we are not relating, we are living in pride.  Jesus made it possible.  Don’t look at the world and tell ourselves that we are doing as good as anyone else.  Look to the cross. 

The whole requirement of man is to love God and to love our neighbor.  This is the whole message.  This is all that we have to do.  Everything else is amplification.  Love our neighbor is always second.  If it is first, we are humanists.  God is first.  

Let’s look at what it means to love our neighbor.  There are all types of neighbors.  The bible breaks these down into several categories.

1. Everyone is our neighbor.  How can we draw any lines or barriers?  Because people are equal, we can’t draw any lines.  World evangelism is simply a fulfillment of “loving our neighbor as ourselves.”  It is not a special call.  We are called to love all.  The only reason we need a call is because there are 4 billion people.  We can’t reach them all.  We have to listen to our call so we can reach that those God wants us to.

a. 1 Timothy 2:4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth

b. 1 Peter 2:17 Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.

c. Hebrews 12:14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.

d. Romans 12:18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
e. Strangers:  These are people we don’t know.  We need to broaden our circle of friends.  We should love meeting new people.  Don’t stay within our protective little clique.  

i. Hebrews 13:2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.

f. Enemies:  Enemies are a special class of people that have decided to oppose us.  We pray for these people even harder.  We need to bless them even more.  We need to give them a special attention.

2. Parents and Families:  If we can’t get along with our own folks, that’s where we need to start.  Until we forgive our parents, we won’t get healed.  We need to have a good relationship with our parents.  If we don’t, we will cease to grow spiritually.  They deserve relationship.  Even if we have horrific stories about our parent, we still need to honor them.  We need to give them the value that they have.  They are responsible for our existence.  As such, they have an actual value.  Children need to obey their parents.  Whether we are children or not, we never cease to honor them.  We are not drawing the line between children and adulthood.  

3. Authority:  We live in a society that has trouble with authority.  We think that this normal.  We don’t understand that this is a serious sin.  Rebellion is always part of Satan’s program.  If we have trouble with authority, we are on the wrong planet.  We are always under authority.  We are always submitted to someone.  We are submitted to all kinds of people.  It is easy to submit if we are committed to it.  Loving our neighbor includes those who are in authority.

4. Brothers and Sister in Christ:  Did it ever occur to us that other Christians are human beings?  We will take a sinner and let him or her do anything.  If we have someone that doesn’t agree with our doctrine, we will write a book about him.  We need to relate to a person simply because they are a person.  We have less toleration for our brothers and sisters than the guy on the street.  This has to do with our expectation.  So why don’t we just lower our expectations?  These people are in the body of Christ.  We must relate if we are in the body.  It doesn’t matter if we all believe the same things.  Truth is absolute.  Let’s be humble. The Pharisees were right.  They knew the word of God.  However, they were so proud of their rightness that they missed the body of Jesus walking in front of them.  We too can be so proud that we miss the body.

a. 1 John 4:20 If any mans says he loves God and does not love his brother, he is a liar.  Does anyone need explanation of this?  This doesn’t mean we all agree.  We are to show love even when we disagree.  We are not embracing a system.  We are embracing people.  
5. Romantic Partner:  It is amazing how when we become romantically linked we think that our partner is less than a human being.  We need to respect our partner just as any other human being.  Not only is she a partner but also she is a sister in Jesus Christ.  We need to treat our partner this way.  Added on to this fact is the fact that she is our wife.  We also need to relate to her in this way.  There are two brands of romantic relationship.
a. Marriage:  We must maintain our responsibility to our relationship.
b. Single:  This is premarital relating.  This person may be our ex.  However, they are still a human being.  We still need to be able to relate.  
Relationships Between Sexes…

Why do we talk about relationships between sexes?  It is because we cannot deal in our own lives without touching this subject.  This is the biggest thing going in our society.  It is even bigger than materialism.  People have given up their riches for a love affair.  All of our songs are about this.  Isn’t this amazing?  What are all of our books and magazines about?  This is the biggest thing.  You can sell lawnmowers with bikini-clad chicks.  If we don’t look at this subject, we are not ready for life.  The biggest emotional impact in our life outside of tragedy will come in a relationship with the opposite sex.

The other reason we talk about this is because we have a problem.  We think that we know how to relate to the opposite sex but we don’t.  The divorce rate proves this.  The fornication rate proves this.  All of these things indicate that we don’t know how to relate to the opposite sex.  Lust is often looked on as something that God has given us.  However, the bible tells us that lust is a sin.  If we don’t have answers in this area, we are not ready to reach the world. Let’s investigate what normality is when having relationships with the opposite sex.  

Christians relate to the opposite sex just as the unsaved world.  They are leading us.  We get our knowledge from the media.  The church doesn’t know how to respond.  We need to find out what God feels about this.

Our world is sexually messed-up.  So, we’ve accepted poor relations as the status quo.  This also leads us to believe that this is a jungle.  We have to go back in time before there was ever fornication and every wrong thing between the sexes.  We have been perverted so we need to look at what God thought about it.

1. God thought up and created two sexes.  Let’s meditate on this.  It was his idea.  Before anything else, God thought of creating a universe.  He conceived this out of nothing.  He makes the earth and puts a lot of things on it.  Then, God in his mind gets a thought.  He decided to make something in his likeness and in his image.  Humans have not yet been created.  He is just thinking it up in his mind.  Then he thought about what humans would look like.  Everything that we are God had to think about.  Look at all of the parts on a human.  He thought about all of them.  And then he just breathed into a piece of dirt and put life into man.  Then, he was looking for a complement for man.  He found that no animal would be suitable.  So, he took a rib from the side of man.  This indicates that the new person would be beside the man.  He thought about the differences that he wanted to make between man and the new creation.  He made woman.  Sex and God can be spoken in the same sentence. We are not comfortable that God and sex go along with each other.  We have perverted minds.  Our society has done horrendous things to the body of females.  Breasts came from the mind of God and are not dirty.  Our society tells us that the symbol of evil and seduction is the female body.  God thought the female body up.  Can we handle this?  Think about Adam and Eve standing naked in God’s holy presence.  What did God say?  He said, “It is very good.”  When God says this, it means what it says.  We need to bring this back out of the perversion that our society has taken this to.  God thought of erogenous zones.  God’s hand made these areas.  

Satan has come along and told us that we would miss something in a relationship with the opposite sex if we get too close to God.  We are not wicked if we feel sexy.  Sex is not evil.  Sex is not naughty.  Christians often want to marry or be with someone who is not so close to God because they think it would probably be more fun.  Satan tells us that he is the sex expert.  He tells us that if we get too close to God that we will miss out on it.  Satan is an angel.  He is neuter.  As such he has little if any sexual ability or background.  And he has sold the whole world that he is the sex expert.  This is a lie.  Satan has never had any experience with sex.  He is simply jealous of our ability and he wants to destroy.  He doesn’t want to enhance relationship.  His only intention is to wreck relationships.  

Who are the sexiest people on the earth?  They are the people who are most fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  The most whole people are the people who have the greatest capacity to love and be loved.  The most sexually fulfilled people on the planet are those that are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  If we buy a Toyota a car, we don’t want a manual from Maytag.  If we want to know how to get the thrills out of sex, why don’t we go get it from the source?  Why don’t we ask God?  Not one scrap of sex came from the devil.  God thought the whole thing up.  It came from God’s mind.  All the devil has ever been able to do is to pervert and destroy sex.  Some of us have never been able to think that sex is pure and wholesome.  Most of us think of sex as bondage.  We need to meditate on this.  Satan has nothing to do with sex.  

God created two sexes.  We need to notice this.  Some people have trouble knowing what sex they are.  God didn’t create homosexuals or lesbians.  The problem is that people don’t feel like they are what a man or a woman should be.  Woman actually means “beside man.”  Do we understand this?  It is man and woman.  It is a unit.  God never intended us to be dependent on each other.  We need to be interdependent with each other.  All men came in the earth through woman.  Women are not independent from man.  When we live alone, there is something missing.  We need members of the opposite sex in our lives even beyond marriage.  We need friendships with the opposite sex too.  Satan likes to tell men that they don’t need women.  Satan likes to tell women that they don’t need men.  Look at artificial insemination.  Women think that they can raise a kid totally independent from a man.  

There is a distinction. Men are not woman.  Women are not men.  Our problem has come from the way we describe the distinction.  Most teaching on how men and women are different is not logical.  When we find that these things aren’t true, we doubt our sexuality.  The devil comes along and then gives us two half-truths.  He tells us that we are different.  He tells we are not like other men.  Then, he tells us to be honest and accept ourselves.  These things are both truths.  However, the way the devil portrays them are not truth.  These are accelerated by (1) social type casting and (2) media image.  These two things change from area to area and era to era.  Social type casting would be if men don’t wear deodorant.  A couple of decades ago there was only one brand of deodorant.  In Hawaii one wears a flowered shirt.  However, in continental USA this might not be acceptable.  These things change.  And we lay these things on each other.  We can go on and on what is “manly” and what is “womanly.”  Almost none of us think that we are real men or woman.  The reason is that there are no such things.  The devil just fools with our minds and tells us to accept ourselves.  Then we make the choice and we actually choose to believe it.

Let’s look at the real definition of manly and womanly.  A real woman is a female.  If you are female, you are a real woman.  A woman is a qualified complement.  All females are as much of a woman as any other female.  The same thing goes for men.  A real man is a male.  All males are as much as a man as any other male.  Don’t believe anything else.  If the devil tells us we are different, just tell him of course we are different.  Everyone is different.  We don’t have to drive trucks or lift weights to be a man.  We need to accept ourselves.  God made two sexes and we are all one of them.  

The problem comes when men try to be like a woman and a woman tries to be like a man.  Never do anything to prove that you can be like the other sex.  Just do things because you like them.  

2. God thought up and created the attraction between people.  How can we say this is of God?  Isn’t this just manly flesh?  Many Christians believe that the feelings we have for each other are just fleshly so we deny them.  People have trouble with feelings for each other.  We think the answer to this is to get to the point where we don’t have any.  We do not understand what God has put within us.  In order to understand it, we have to know that we have a mechanism in us called “the attraction gift.” 

Deep within there is this attraction gift.  To prove it let’s look at examples.  How many of us like sunsets?  How many of us enjoy art?  We all have different likes and dislikes.  We have the ability to be attracted by different things.  Horses and cows don’t notice sunsets.  A cow doesn’t look at the sunset and go “Moooo.”  Dogs and cats don’t go through art galleries.  We need to be grateful to God for our attraction gift.  

The problem is not that we have this.  We don’t know how it operates so that we can operate it correctly.  God has gifted us beautifully.  Our attraction gift has several operations.

a. It is unique to each individual.  We are attracted to different things.  Satan suggests that we should all like the same thing. Our attraction gift is as unique as we are.

b. It’s operative toward the same sex.  God has gifted us.  Can we handle it?  We are gifted to be attracted towards the same sex.  This is a thing of God.  We have a huge problem in our society with homosexuality.  We can’t even say in our society that we like men.  God has allowed us to be attracted to members of the same sex.  They can be our deep friends without being homosexual.  We can even love them.  This isn’t getting close to sin and it isn’t having “tendencies.”  

c. It’s operative toward the opposite sex.  How many of us have wondered if this is something that needed to be denied?  God has gifted us with an ability to be attracted to the opposite sex.  Before we can keep from being immoral, we need to know how we operate in God.  If we understand that God has given us attraction, we will be able to relate to others easier.  We need to understand this.  

d. This gift is also operative toward the physical.  We can hardly handle this one.  If we get close to God, we think that we won’t even notice what is on the outside.  It’s not a problem to notice physically attractive people of either sex.  This is not a sin.  Physical features are things that God has made attractive to us.  So, what about lust?  We will never beat lust until we understand attraction.  Even the bible says that some of the biblical chicks are beautiful woman.  When we picture this, we have not sinned.  Every time we notice that some one is good looking, we have not sinned.  But most men still fight lust and preachers don’t help much.  

Preachers often tell us that we shouldn’t look at each other.  If we don’t look, we can’t lust according to many preachers.  And then we run into telephone poles and buildings.  Looking is not synonymous with lusting.  Others say that lust proves masculinity.  

Lust is a sin and it is common.  And the wages of sin is death.  Most Christian men don’t depart from lust.  We think that it is normal.  Because lust is a sin, we can be free from it.  We will never be free from it until we draw the line between lust and attraction.  We need to determine the difference.  Attraction is admitting that something is nice.  On the other hand, lust is a choice to selfishly use, desire, or gratify.  We look upon the woman and begin to gratify ourselves in our mind.  We admit that the person is attractive but then we have a choice to make.  We can choose to fantasize or desire and then, it becomes lust. We can beat lust.  It may be hard but we can do it.  We just have to draw the line.

Physical attraction is not wrong.  We have inflated the value of physical attraction.  A dollar bill is just a piece of paper but we know it has value.  We have made a monument of physical appearance.  Physical being has become an idol.  We have made it more valuable than it actually is.  We have inflated its value. 

e. Non-physical attraction is also important.  When someone is lying in a coffin, we say that we saw Joe’s body and not Joe.  Whatever is missing in the coffin is the non-physical stuff.  We have a gift from God to be attracted to the person inside the carcass.  We are attracted to the personality.  We like that part of the person.  Love at first sight is not real.  We can be attracted at first sight but we can’t love at first sight because we don’t know the person. 

If we can’t witness to a beautiful person, we are cheating that person.  We need to get beyond physical beauty.  This is why Hollywood changes partners so often.  They project beauty but deep down they want somebody to love them.  Why did Marilyn Monroe commit suicide?  She wanted someone to get beyond her beauty.

f. Romantic attraction is also a gift.  We have the capacity to “be in love.”  We need to be grateful to God that this exists.  This is different from non-romantic attraction.  This is when we say, “we don’t like that person like that.”  God has put this in every one.  We have the ability to love anyone but we have the ability to love only one person “like that.”

i. Our romantic ability is singular in nature.  We can only be attracted to romantically one person at a time.  This is always singled out.  It is the nature of the gift.  It is not even hard.  

ii. Our romantic gift can be and must be directed by our will.  This is the nature of this gift.  It can’t be initiated by our will.  It has to be directed by our will.  This gift will find someone.  Once it finds someone, we are responsible to direct this.  We have the will to not be “in love” with the wrong person.  We can be in love with the wrong person but the point is that we don’t need to be.  We don’t have to fall in love with anyone if we don’t want to fall in love.  We can and must direct our romantic gift.  

1. This will be directed by God’s truth.  This is everything that we just talked about.  We shouldn’t fall in love romantically with a person of the same sex.  We need to direct our wills towards the truth.  If we are married, we are committed.  We can have relationships with other people when we are married but it doesn’t have to be romantic.  

How many of us think we won’t murder someone?  We never think that we are going to have a weak day.  We are sure that we won’t steal or murder.  We have closed the door to this possibility.  We need to close the door to romantic relationships with the wrong people.  It is as simple as that.  If we leave the door open, someone will come through it.  Adultery doesn’t just happen.  We have to make a choice to keep the door open.  If we keep the door open, the love can be true but it is still wrong.  We don’t need to have this.  We need to close the door.

2. This will be directed by the word of the Lord. We need to get the word of the Lord.  We need to ask the Lord if our romantic gift should be allowed to fall on someone.  We need to commit ourselves to follow the word of the Lord.  Then, we will know that we will be living in right relationships. 
iii. Depth of relationship does not equal romantic.  We think that the closer we get with someone, the more romantic we get.  If that were so, we would be limited to one deep relationship.  This is not true though.  We can have a lot of deep relationships.  If we have deep relationships, we are not getting “close” to someone.  Then we get nervous but we don’t need to.  Depth does not equal romantic.  We need to merely follow God’s word.  Let’s not be afraid of deep relationships.  WARNINGS:  We need to remember, though, that we have a history of sin.  We also need to be sensitive.  Don’t do stupid things.  There are signals that society picks up.  Don’t send these signals even though your intentions are right.  Don’t give people the opportunity to speak badly of your good intentions.  
God’s Logical and Loving Limits

1 Corinthians 6:12 All things are lawful but not all things are profitable.

Have you ever wondered how much you could do and get away with?  This is common for Christian kids.  How much can we do and still get to heaven?  The answer is in 1 Corinthians 6:12.  We can do anything we want to.  They are all lawful.  However, not all things are logical or profitable.  They just aren’t smart.  There is no law that we can’t pour gas on our houseplants but it wouldn’t be smart to do so.  

Understand God’s approach.  We don’t think that God really had thought things through.  If we did, we would follow Him closer.  God tells us that all things are lawful.  

1 Corinthians 10:23 All things are lawful but not all things are profitable.  All things are lawful but not all things will edify.

There are things that won’t appeal to our minds.  There are things that aren’t loving.  God is not a restrictor.  He doesn’t want to take things away from us.  He wants us to be liberated and free.  God, by nature, is not a restrictor.  This is His whole program and nature.  This is His heart for us.  He wants us to be absolutely fulfilled as much as humanly possible.  (Most people actually doubt this).  Some believe this during church services, but we don’t really live it out in the rest of our lives.  Our Christian society is full of disease, sickness, and sin.  Why is this so?  Don’t tell us that there is really stress in America.  Look at some of the third world countries.  We believe that we are stressed out because we don’t understand God’s character.

1 Corinthians 6:13   Food for the stomach and the stomach for food – but God will destroy them both.  The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.  Do you not know that you bodies are members of Christ himself?  Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute?  Never!  Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body?  For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.”  But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.  Flee from sexual immorality.  All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God with your body.

It is hard to understand this scripture unless we know its context.  Paul wrote it to Corinth.  Corinth was “sin city” during its day.  It was a sailor’s town.  It was a center of hedonism.  Paul came here and preached the Gospel.  As a result a number of people became Christians.  This is a letter to them a little while later.  When these people became Christians, they went to two extremes regarding the opposite sex.  One group rejected romantic relationships to devote themselves to God. This is dealt with in 1 Corinthians Chapter 7.  The other group glorified the human body.  The body was an important thing.  Paul is telling them that our bodies will actually rot in the ground.  He wants to emphasize the inner condition.  This group of people decided that it didn’t matter what they did to their bodies.  They thought that their hearts were okay and that their bodies didn’t matter.  This is a Greek dualism.  This is what Paul is addressing in 1 Corinthians Chapter 6.  Paul is saying that everything we do with our bodies actually touches our spirits.  We can’t do anything with our bodies that doesn’t affect our spirits.  Our spirits are all around us.  Jesus lives in our bodies.  Think about this.  

The second point Paul is making is that sex is never just physical.  This is a common thought in our society.  Sex is not just like jogging.  There is not sex with love and then casual sex.  Sexuality is never just physical. He wants us to flee fornication.  The sin of fornication is against our bodies.  He is not really talking about our physical bodies.  He is talking about our beings or our bodies as a temple of the spirit.  Sex is not physically damaging.  Sexual disease may be but the act of sex isn’t.  Fornication hurts our beings.  Sex is an intermingling of two person’s beings.  When we are married, we become one flesh.  It is not our actual flesh.  But what is created is a relationship.  It is the creation of a new being.  

We can break down our bodies into three parts for the sake of illustration.  The parts are: body, soul, and spirit.  However, these are integrated into our dynamic selves.  A sexual act joins together all three of the parts.  Through this, we become one person while participating in sex.  However, after sex (casual sex) is over this mixing gets ripped apart.  Then, we have a jagged edge.  

We tell God that we are going to get married anyway.  We don’t trust Him.  We tell Him that He doesn’t know how it feels.  However, do we really believe that God knows what He is talking about?  God doesn’t want premarital sex because it leaves us with a jagged edge.  He doesn’t want to restrict us but rather He wants to protect us.  We need to see God’s motives.  God has reasons for His rules.  His rules aren’t arbitrary.  Isn’t this good?  If it is difficult to follow God’s will, we need to look at His reasons for them.  

1.  Damage from premarital sex shows up in two ways. 

a) Emotionally instability.  We will cry easier and will be instable.  We have inner damage.  We have been traumatized.  

b)  Hardness.  Immorality almost always brings hardness of the heart.  Other people are weeping before the Lord and we are cold as stone.  This is because we are damaged inside.  We have wounded spirits, emotions, and wills.  Our wills are wounded because it becomes easier and easier to sin.  God knew this all the time.  These are His reasons.  Just think of this, “I love you so much that we need to have sex so that I can damage you.”

2.  Sex outside of marriage is wrong because there is a lack of commitment.  If we are not married, we are not committed because marriage is the commitment.  We can’t just “word of mouth” it.  Many broken hearts can testify that commitment is not really commitment.  This is what marriage is supposed to be.  

Think about this.  It is dumb to become one with someone only to turn around a couple minute later and tear yourself apart.  It leaves jagged edges.  

3. Sex outside of marriage is wrong because we are not protected.  How many of us during our dates realize that both God and Satan are there?  Satan sees our immorality.    This is one of Satan’s major things on the earth.  This is his major tool.  Why would this be?  Satan concentrates on it because it is not just physical.  It has ramifications in the spirit world.  When we sin, we worship the enemy.  Immorality is a form of worship to the enemy.  The spirit ramifications of fornication are good for Satan.  He is a participant in it.

When two people become married, they are married through their heart commitment and verbal commitment.  Notice that this is also how we get saved.  In a marriage ceremony in every culture, both these parts are included.  Then God comes and makes the married couple one.  

Additionally, God puts a ring of protection around the couple.  Sex after marriage tends away from guilt, worry, and contention, etc.  Satan cannot get in the ring of protection.  God wants protected love for all of us.  Even five seconds before your marriage it would be wrong to have sex.  This is because we are not protected by God.  When God says no, He says no for logical, loving reasons.  This should appeal to our sense of right and wrong.  Sex should only occur when it is protected from the power of darkness

4. It destroys an amount of intimacy.  Intimacy is that which can be shared by a maximum of one other person.  Who cares about intimacy?  The first scene is when we are walking down the subway holding our beloved’s hand with a bunch of people around.  A second scene is where we are looking out over the sea with the sunset and we are all alone.  Which scene do we prefer?  Why do we prefer the second?  It is because the second one is valuable to us.  It is because of the intimacy involved.  Let’s put one more ingredient into scene number two: our little brother.  Now, scene two has been wrecked.  Three is a crowd.  We have just proved that intimacy is valuable.  

Think about taking a shower after a hard day’s work.  Do we want to shower in front of other people?  The lack of intimacy takes away the enjoyment of a shower.  Every one of us values intimacy.  But intimacy can only be shared by one other person.  God’s wants to fulfill us to the highest possible pinnacle.  He wants us to have intimacy.  This is the highest thing God can give to us.  This is why He created this desire inside us.  When we share ourselves, we have destroyed intimacy and cannot get it back. However, thank God that He is a redeemer.

5. It also adversely affects marriage.  Many manuals on relationships would tell us that we should never get married without having sex.  There are many people who never have had sex before marriage and none of them have difficulty having sex.  We don’t need experience to have good sex in marriage.  This is a lie from the pit of hell.  We may need a little education though.  On the other hand, there are hundreds of marriages that have difficulty because of prior sexual experience.

a. It first affects adversely because of fear.  It causes a lack of trust.  If our partner had sex before, we think that they might not be able to control themselves.  

b. It also brings guilt.  Sexual sin is the hardest thing to remove guilt from.  God has no problem cleansing us from this sin.  However, people can’t shake the guilt.  Look at society.  We have formed a whole society where the thrill of sex is its wrongness.  They do it because they shouldn’t be doing it.  That’s why there is adultery.  It may take years to get rid of flashbacks and comparisons.  This is real stuff.  They can’t get rid of the guilt and the thoughts.

c. Bad habits are hard to break.  Once we break a rule, it is easier to do it again.  If we break the rules before marriage, we are more likely to break them after marriage.  A lot of people surprise themselves when they cheat on their spouse.  They think that marriage will break their habits.  However, marriage won’t do it.  We have to make a choice to break habits.  It is better to not start bad habits at all.  

How Far Can We Go?

We can have logical and loving limits.  If we take the limits away, it wouldn’t be very smart.  Think about a river.  If we take away the river’s  banks (the restrictions), what are we left with?  It is the banks of the river that make it beautiful.  The same is true for sexual relations.  There is a reason for the restrictions that God has put on sexual relations.  We just need to understand God’s loving reasons for the restrictions.

How far can we go?  The reason there is confusion is because we don’t think that God has said anything on necking and petting.  This is because we don’t understand the words that God is using in the Bible.  We will need to look at some biblical definitions.  

1. Lasciviousness:  What is lasciviousness?  Most of us don’t even know what this means

a. Biblical References

i. 2 Corinthians 12:21- I am afraid that when I come again my God will humble me before you, and I will be grieved over many who have sinned earlier and have not repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in which they have indulged.

ii. Galatians 5:19- The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the likes.  

iii. 1 Peter 4:3 - For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do – living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry.

iv. Jude 1:4 - For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you.  They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.
b. It is stirring up within yourself or others desires that cannot be satisfied within God’s limits.  We can do this by the way we walk, talk, or dress ourselves.  We can do this by looking at pictures of people.  It is also defined as excess or too much.  It is going to far.  It is also defined as having no limits. If the only reason that we haven’t done things is because we haven’t met the right person, then we are probably right now in lasciviousness.  We need to set our limits right now so that we won’t be surprised.  We are meant to have limits beyond which we won’t go.  We can’t just “wait and see what happens.”  

To be lascivious also means to let ourselves go.  This is an anthem for our generation.  We are not to let ourselves do this though.  The person across from us is not a piece of meat.  He or she is a delicate child of God.  We need prescribed limits.  We need to honor others.  

2. Concupiscence

a. Biblical References

i. Romans 7:8 - But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire.  For apart from law, sin is dead. 

ii. Colossians 3:5- Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desire and greed, which is idolatry.

iii. 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 -  It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God;
b. This is an abnormally strong desire or appetite.  It is further defined as being hung up on sex.  It is a preoccupation with sex.  What happens if we think about marshmallows every time our minds are idle?  We would think that this is abnormal.  However, many people do this with sex.  Concupiscence is just another word for lust.  This is where our appetites are driving us.  Lust just means strong desire.  You can lust after God.  Lust is not necessarily a wrong word.  Anything that governs our minds is lustful.  

3. Sensuality

a. Biblical References

i. James 3:15 - Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil.

ii. Jude 1:19 - These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit

iii. 1 Peter 2:11- Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.
b. This is the planned appeal to our physical senses for selfish gratification.  It is to be preoccupied with bodily and sexual pleasure.  The key word is selfish.  God is not against pleasure.  However, we can cross a line where we live for our senses.  God doesn’t want us to do this though.  Are we showing love to someone when we kiss and caress that person before marriage?  Are we doing this out of love or out of a desire for that feeling?  Love is the opposite of selfishness.  When we are doing things with the other person, we are not loving them.  We are being selfish.  Even in marriage we can do this.  If we have relations in marriage selfishly, we are not loving that person.  Love is something we do.  It is a motivation of the heart.  

Masturbation and drug taking fall into this category.  We are just doing these things for the feeling. 

4. Defrauding

a. Biblical References

i. 1 Thessalonians 4:6 - and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him.  The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you.

ii. 1 Corinthians 7:5 - Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer.  Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.
b. This is a sin.  It means to use or to take advantage of.  It is to manipulate someone else’s emotions.  This is a common practice among Christian people.  We use one another.  When we pretend we like someone but really don’t we are doing this.  If we go out with someone simply because we want to be out, we are defrauding them.  There are hundreds of little things that we do to keep people “on the string.”  This is not right.  We need to stop it. Don’t do anything that manipulates someone’s emotions.

Marriage is a sell-out.  We belong to each other in marriage.  We shouldn’t withhold ourselves selfishly to one another.  We shouldn’t withhold sex in order to prove a point.  This doesn’t mean we should demand it in a marriage.  There needs to be mutual consent.  Sex is not a right in a marriage but it is a commitment.

5. Fornication

a. Biblical References

i. Matthew 5:32- But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who married the divorced woman commits adultery.

ii. 1 Corinthians 6:13- Food for the stomach and the stomach for food – but God will destroy them both.  The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.

iii. 1 Corinthians 6:18 - Flee from sexual immorality.  All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body

iv. 1 Thessalonians 4:3 - It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality

v. 1 Corinthians 6:9 - Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders
b. The Greek word for this is “Pornia.”  This is where we get the word pornography.  The definition of pornia means to indulge unlawfully.  Pornia is translated in several different forms – fornications, idolatry, adultery, and harlotry.  What does is really mean?  

i. Pornography is the pictures or written materials that are unlawful.  This is when we indulge with our eyes.  Why is pornography wrong?  The reason it is unlawful is because God’s intention for the woman on the page was for her to only be viewed by one other person for the purpose of pleasure. This is what creates the intimacy. The pleasure part of this is what gets doctors off the hook. 

Check out our swear words.  They all have something to do with intimacy.  Satan is not stupid.  He doesn’t want us to be fulfilled.  He wants to make spoil intimate things.

ii. Idolatry is the worship of something other than the real God.  It is unlawful indulgence with our minds.  It is fantasy.  It is a substitute for the real thing.  

iii. Harlotry is simply sex outside of marriage.  Harlots are females that indulge in sex outside marriage.  Males that do this are called whoremongers.  

iv. Adultery is from the same root as the word “mine” in Greek.  It basically doesn’t have anything to do with sex.  Adultery means to set our affections (romantic gift) on that which is not yours or to that which you do not belong.  Is this scriptural?  In the Old Testament, we see this word used a lot.  It says that we have committed adultery with other nations.  They let their affections go to the Gods of other nations.  Look at the gospels too.  It says that if we look upon a woman lustfully, we have already committed adultery in our hearts.  If we allow our romantic affections to come down upon someone outside of God’s will, we have committed adultery.  This goes to our emotions too. 

1. James 4:4 -You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God?  Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.

If we understand all of these words, it is easy to see how far we can go with another person.  Are we stirring emotions up in other people?  Do we love the other person?  Are we using that person?  We need to get back to the basics; we need to love them.  We need to take care of one another.  We don’t live for the moment because we have a future.  People are not just matter.  People have value.

The Protection of the Family

We have a problem with fornication in our society.  It is a large problem.  Why is this so universal?  Look at the tendency toward immorality for young people, which is where the problem begins.

Go back to God’s ideal.  He wanted one mom, one dad, and kids.  However, our government tells us that anybody in a house together can be a family.  But biology tells us differently.  We have to understand with basic intelligence what God has in mind when talking idealistically about families.  Parents need to accept and care for their child out of their walks with God.  This is constant throughout the child’s life.  Out of this comes a child who is submitted to the parents.  This combination should produce covering.  This is a concept that means the parents are helping their children.  This covering provides protection.  Why can’t the devil come and get children?  This is because of the protection provided by the parents.  This protection is meant to bring security for personality and emotional life, etc.  This should bring about right personality development and right direction in life.  This is the ideal in God’s plan.  

This is called the family circle.  There should only be one reason why man should leave Father and Mother.  We can leave to cleave.  You leave to find a spouse.  It works the other way too.  If we marry, we are to leave father and mother.  If we are a parent and we don’t allow kids to leave, we are also not following God.  When we are talking about leaving, we are only talking about authority structure and heart attitude.  It doesn’t mean we can’t go to college.  It doesn’t mean we should rebel.  

We can trust God.  Who else can we trust?  Ourselves?  He likes us. He wants to give us what is best.

Look at the story of Isaac.  God wanted to give Isaac the wife of his liking.  He directed the servant to the woman who would be a perfect match.  They both trusted God to find their mates.  The loved each other because they trusted God right away.  Look at this versus the American model.  The American model is a selfish model and has failed miserably.  It is a cultural thing for us to date.  This is not bad.  We just need to remember that we need to seek God and to obey God.

When we are married when we do it through our hearts and mouths.  As soon as this happens God puts a ring a protection around us.  Then we have children.  This causes the family circle or family spirit to come into play.  There is something that God recognizes in every culture as marriage.  This is when the circle is formed.  God recognizes this whether we are Christian or not.  Marriage is marriage by God’s supernatural act.  The family is a family spirit.  It is an energy field.  It is not just three people in a house.  It is kind of like electrons around a nucleus.  A family is a spiritual entity.  

What has happened over the years is that we have found that we can split the atom.  The greatest destructive power in bombs has come because man has found out how to split the atom (nuclear power).  So, what do we think happens when the family nucleus splits up?  It is big time destruction both spiritually and physically.  

There are three ways families can let Satan get into the family circle and split it.   But, we have to make a choice to let him in.

1. We can let him in through separation or divorce.  Nothing can break up a marriage besides the two people in it.  Nothing else can cause it.  The temptation of the enemy on every marriage will be to draw apart from one another.  This will be on every marriage.  Don’t withdraw or let things go.  This will be a temptation but we shouldn’t give in to it.  We have to decide to work together.  If we don’t, we let the enemy in.  We need to remain spiritually one.  

2. Neglect is another way the enemy gets in.  This small word covers a tremendous amount of activity.  It includes not spending enough time with children, not discipling them, being an alcoholic or just leaving the kids all together, etc.  This also includes sexual abuse by parents.  This is not parenting properly.  

3. Rebellion also lets the enemy in.  This is the most common sin on the planet.  What happens when we rebel?  We are basically saying that we don’t trust our parents.  We don’t think that they know what is going on.  We are telling them that we don’t need them.  We think that we are our own persons.  Then, we are outside the circle.  We are talking about the heart here.  Because we have left the family circle in heart, our driving desire is to cleave to someone else.  This is why things are happening in the backseat of the car.  What are our attitudes towards parents and authority?  Universal rebellion has led us to universal cleaving.  If we leave father and mother, we will cleave.  We need to be held, to be embraced, and to be contained.  This may be subconscious but everyone has it.  

Have we ever wondered why young people are excited about sinning?  They are not just casually sinning.  They are going all out for sinning.  Why is there this acceleration of this?  When you split the cohesive circle, you are coming out just like the electron.  This is why the devil is going after families.  Rebellion is never right.  We should never participate in it.  “The day that we have just had it with whatever” is the day our flesh rages in us.  We just feel like going out and doing something stupid after we have this feeling.  We are in bitterness and rebellion.  Nothing good comes from this.  If we have trouble controlling ourselves, what are our attitudes towards rules and authorities?  This is why we have universal fornication; we have universal rebellion.  

The generations in the past that have been the most rebellious have also been the most immoral.  This is not only sexual things that we are talking about.  It’s drinking and drugs too.  We have to do something in proportion to the insecurity that we feel in our hearts.  It has to do with our attitudes.  We need to have the right attitude and be secure in God.  God can make up any difference.  God will protect the insecure.  It’s our attitudes towards God and others that allows God to provide protection.  Our pastors don’t cover us.  God covers us.  If our attitudes toward others (human authority) are right, God will cover us.  We will be protected to the degree that our attitudes are correct.  

When the family circle breaks down, we get insecurity.  This comes because of a lack of comfort that came because of the broken relationships.  It also brings inferiority.  Let’s look at all of the things that it brings about:

1. Insecurity is the desire to escape into sex, substances, hobbies, etc because we have a lack of comfort.

2. Inferiority is a sense of “who am I?”  It’s a lack of identity.  You seek to find your identity in motorcycles, sports, purple hair, drugs, sex, or whatever.  One does this because they have lost their model (because they failed you or you rebelled against them).  This brings a “need to prove.”  I can get women.  I can drink more beer than you can.  I’m the best running back in town, etc.  You are not rested in an identity in God.  You go out to bring significance to your life.

3. Loneliness is from rejection and independence.  Independent people are lonely.  We go into immorality to hide our loneliness.  Wealthy lonely folks get into this.  It produces a need to have.  I need to be seen with someone.  I need to have someone for one’s self.

4. Pride happens when you have the wrong God.  We have a need to compare.  Listen to kids on Monday morning.  There is a proud comparison going on.  

All of these things lead to an acceleration of immorality.  This leads to bondage.   This leads to self-hatred and destruction.  These things are not just an escape anymore.  They become a pattern that we are enslaved to.  We begin to hate ourselves.  This may lead to suicide.  Physical suicide is not the only death it leads to.  Look at alcohol and drugs.  They are rooted in a desire to destroy ourselves.  Hello!  People who are living this way are actually committing suicide.  

What’s the solution?  We need to forgive separation and neglect.  Then we need to humble ourselves and submit to resolve rebellion.  Then, we need to establish relationship to God, which provides security.  We need to submit to God’s authority.  God will also appoint other authorities (mentors) over us.  This will take off the insecurity and inferiority.  

We also need to form relationships, with people that are open and humble with mutual submission.  This is the people who we are sharing our lives with.  It is basically a new family.  These are not just friends.  These are trustworthy people that the pride and loneliness can be dealt with through.  

Summarize: we need to forgive, submit, and find authority.

Why Breaking Up is Hard To Do

We are talking about the emotional breakup.  Most of us tell each other just to get over it because there are other fish in the sea.  However, this is something that can’t be laughed off.  This can actually throw off emotional development for the rest of our lives.  

We have two people with feelings (romantic) toward each other.  Their hearts are charged toward each other.  There is a spiritual link between the two people by the things that they say to each other.  Have we ever asked ourselves why we react the way we do when people tell us that they love us?  Why do we get so excited about this?  It has a deep emotional impact on us.  The heart and mouth are a powerful spiritual combination.  Look at marriage and salvation again.  Whenever we tell people we love them, there is a spiritual linked formed.  This really does link us.  The more we say; the more we become linked.  This doesn’t mean we are sinning.  We are assuming a pure dating situation.  However, we need to make sure that we are saying things in love instead of in manipulation.  We have to be careful what we do and say around someone whose heart is charged toward us.  

When we break up with someone, don’t say that God told us to.  Don’t blame God.  We need to be honest.  We need to say that we overstepped our mark.  We need to take the blame ourselves.  

How do you feel when someone whom you really care for breaks up with you?  It is like having a nerve hanging out the end of your broken tooth.  Nerves are okay and romantic relationships are too.  However, God never intended nerves to hang out and for that which is to be committed to the nerve not to be there.  The same situation is true for the relationship.  God never intends for broken hearts.  The extension of our emotions is not God’s will and that which surrounds them is no longer there.  Don’t be bitter at God or the other person.  Tell God that we need Him more.  God will often say that He was the one that wanted to be in there in the first place.  God is waiting to come in and feel the hurt with us.  He wants to get deep into our emotional lives.  Do we turn to another human being or do we turn to God?  Human beings will never satisfy the deep longing of our hearts.  We have made a god out of the opposite sex in our society.  However, this will always fail us.  No human being who walks can meet our needs.  Why can’t we just believe this?  

God, will you satisfy the deep longings of my heart?  Please come into my heart. 

Only when we get the right foundation in the living God, can we really start to have healthy human relationships.

How do we keep from getting into a romantic pinch like this?  We need to follow the Lord’s leading and get our satisfaction from God first.  However, we can’t guarantee that there will be no hurt in our lives because people still have free will.  But God will guide our own actions.  

Forming Godly Relationships

This is going to be about how we progress in dating relationships.  We cannot go through life and guarantee not being hurt.  This is just a fact of life.  However, there are ways to walk in wisdom and in love.  

Many times we have to put aside the opposite sex.  One time will be during our DTS when we are under authority to do so.  Other times God will ask us to put them aside for a cleansing period.  However, by no means do we have to do this for our whole lives in order to be holy.  We don’t have to diminish our love for God in order to be in love with someone of the opposite sex.  We just have to make sure that we aren’t substituting one for the other.  We can have both at the same time if we want.  It is a common thing to think that missionary work is hard on marriage.  This is kind of ridiculous. God is for marriage and missionary work.  Ministry is not hard on families and marriages.  

This doesn’t mean that we can abuse our family.  If we spend too much time in ministry, this can happen.  However, this is a case of bad principles.  It is not because of the ministry.  

Dating Philosophy:  We have no right to get involved with a precious human being until we have a clear cut philosophy of relating.  

1. We need to get our motives right.  Why do we want to be with the opposite sex?  There are selfish motive and loving motives.  Christianity is turning our backs on selfishness.  What is your motivation?  We need to ask ourselves deep down in our hearts.  Why do we want to do these things?  If it is a selfish reason, it is not Christian.  The reasons why we like to date are totally selfish.  This will throw out a lot of dates right here.  

2. Don’t date for the sake of dating.  Avoid the dating syndrome of our society.  We have grown up in a society that expects us to date.  There is a tremendous pressure for us to do this.  Hello!  This is not a Christian activity.  It is a cultural thing.  Date only because it is the only way that we have to get to know a person and to develop a relationship.  Blind dates are not Christian activities.  

3. Give up rights to sex and marriage.  We can only do this if we trust God.  If we have a problem giving these up, we don’t know God.  We have no concept of the living God’s character.  God created marriage and romantic feeling.  God is into this type of thing.  We need to give up our rights because Christians don’t have right.  We need to die to ourselves and give up our independence.  God doesn’t just straighten out our dents.  We die to everything that we were and get a new life.  Giving up our rights frees us.  We won’t be driven by these things then.  If we don’t give it up, God can’t give it back.  If we don’t give up the right to sex, then we could be a demanding marriage partner.  We don’t have to be demanding.  

4. Take time to develop non-romantic relationships.  We often spend all of our time only developing romantic relationships.  However, it is often better to have our romantic relationships spring up out of our non-romantic relationships.  We spend our time looking for a possible spouse.  We really should be marrying a friend.  Why do people end up marrying someone that is not even their friend?   We need to have many non-romantic relationships with the opposite sex.  

5. We need to be determined to please God.  It’s amazing how many Christians aren’t determined to please God in this particular area.  God might test us in this area.  Will we drop our call for someone else?  If God has called us, we need to follow His call.  Our philosophy must be to please Him no matter what.  God has to find out if we love Him more than marriage.  The test will come.  We don’t have to choose either or.  We can have both.  But we need to realize that there will be a test.  This will happen.  What do we want more?  This means Christians shouldn’t marry non-Christians.  When we become romantically involved with someone, we forfeit the ability and right to help this person.  This person knows that we love them for the way they are.  Why would they change?  If they change, they might lose us?  Hello!  We cannot go with someone who is not going the way we are going.   This is not a deep philosophical theory.  It is simple.  

6. Get our lives free and straightened out.  Who are we to be pushing ourselves on to someone when we are a mess?  

a. We need to be free from sin.  What are we doing if we have sin in our lives and want to be dating?  Leave people alone until we have sin out of our lives.  If we have sin in our lives, it pretty much explains why we are dating.

b. Get free from hang-ups.  We need to great rid of our fears and stuff that trips us up.  We need to get rid of our emotional baggage first.  We need to get healed first.  Turn to God and become whole first.  

c. Giver higher priority to personality development than to date-ability.  Often times we skip our childhood and put our focus to our date-ability.  We never work on our personality.  Where is your preoccupation?  All of a sudden we are adults but really we are still children.  We need to develop something that is worth dating.  How about our personalities?  We need to become whole.

i. First, we need to get through childhood.  This is where we develop our character.  This is God’s ideal but may not always happen.

ii. Adolescence is the middle period.  What is its purpose?  God created teenagers so it is not a “bad” time.  It is not a bad thing and it shouldn’t be a rough time.  God created it and didn’t think it was a mistake.  This is not an awkward age.  When we say or think this, we are questioning God’s integrity.  This is where God wanted to develop personality.  This is the outward manifestation of our characters.  We learn how to talk and react, etc.  This is a practice for adulthood.  It is an apprenticeship.  

iii. Adulthood is a time for responsibility.  We aren’t dependent on other people.  

d. Determine not to marry out of a sense of need.  If we do this, we are marrying selfishly.  We need to marry because we want to enhance the other person’s life.  We don’t get married because we “need” the other person.  We need to get married because we have strength and we love the other person.

Dating Progression:  This is when we discover that it is on.

1. Admit in honesty that it is romantic.  Christians are notorious for lying about this area.  Why won’t we admit that we are more than just “good friends?"  We need to be honest at the very earliest point.  This happens first by admitting it in our hearts.  Don’t deceive yourself.  This is dishonest.  It is not weakness to admit this.  We need to admit this very early.

2. We need to seek the Lord as soon as we recognize this as romantic.  We need to admit it to Him also.  We haven’t even started dating yet.  We need to submit to Him first.  If God tells us no right away, we will never be “too late.”  We can’t do this after we have been dating already.  If we started dating first, God probably won’t even talk to us about this.  Dating first is really manipulating God.  

a. We need to find out if it is right.

b. Ask Him to guide us through it.

3. Make Jesus the Lord of your emotional life.  Don’t be an emotional prostitute.  Don’t hang your emotions out there for just anyone to come by and have them.  We don’t want just anyone to take our emotions.  We are to have our emotions under the Lordship of Jesus.  If we don’t, Jesus isn’t really our Lord.  

4. Communicate and submit to an authority.  Don’t be Superman or Wonder Woman.  Don’t be proud.  We need objectivity in this type of thing.  We need an authority to guide us.

a. It brings objectivity

b. It brings it out of the darkness and into the light.

5. Communicate with your partner.  Up to this point there has been no communication between the two of you.  The first four points can happen in an afternoon.  They are really relatively quick.  We don’t do this step, though, until these steps have already happen.  

a. Communicate in right timing.  If our timing is wrong we can frighten someone or create an awkward feeling.  The right time is when we recognize that the other person has feelings for us.  

b. Communicate wisely and unselfishly.  We shouldn’t shock or manipulate.  We need to give them an out.  Don’t make it look like we would be hurt if they don’t have the same feelings back.  

c. Communicate continually.  Never commit your feelings past where the other person has stated their feelings are.  This is how we keep from getting hurt.  We need to be aware of what is going on.  If we don’t communicate, we are not Christian.  Even if it is romantic to not communicate, we still need to be honest and open.  Where are our motives again?  

What To Do If We Failed

Whatever we do right, we have an authority in that area.  Then, we can share that authority with others.  The world is desperate for people who have authority for things because they have lived them.  

Being involved sexually before marriage damages people.  Damage is also caused by molestation, abuse, and break ups.  The bottom line is that God is a redeemer.  He wants to bring us back from this.  Christianity is a redemption.  This means to make something new.  Nothing we have done in the past is a problem for the blood of Jesus Christ.  That’s why Christianity is such good news.  

1. Repent:  This means to stop and turn away from selfishness and sin.  We will just stop.  It is as simple as this.  It is also saying sorry to God.  This is an important part because a lot of people aren’t really sorry for their sin.  We need to agree with God about our sins.  We need to be sorry or we will never be free.  

a. Restitution: This is horizontal repentance.  We need to mend our past.  It is just our part and our sin.  We don’t confess their sin.  It is important to not create a bigger problem than what there was in the first place. Do not share things they don’t know about and will hurt them.  Do we understand this about restitution?  We don’t use it as a veiled way to criticize someone.  A wise way to make restitution is through a letter.  We need to do this in a wise and loving way.  

b. Renunciation (often):  Sometimes we can’t shake an old memory.  We think it was just yesterday even though it was years ago.  This is because there was a spiritual link.  We just verbally speak out our separation.  This also means to get rid of any link.  We need to get rid of pictures, letters, and other stuff that remind us of our old lives.  We need to get rid of anything that is a link if we are having trouble forgetting.  

2. Forgive:  We will never be free until we forgive all the people who have hurt us.  We need to forgive our parents and all others.  We have to write it off and erase the blackboard.  No one owes us anything.  Forgiveness needs to keep happening because bitterness can come back.  We will need to keep doing it.  

3. Accept Forgiveness and Cleansing:  God is plentiful in mercy and He wants to forgive us.  If we confess, He will forgive us.  He not only forgives but He cleanses us from all unrighteousness.  Don’t try to impress people with your past; the blood of Jesus can cleanse it in a second.  Quit being impressed with the amount of sin and be impressed with God’s healing power.  Do we want to be whole or not?  We need to accept forgiveness.  Let’s get rid of our old identities.  We will not be made whole unless we get rid of our old identities and receive cleansing as though our past never happen.  You are either a bride of Jesus Christ or you are a sinner.  We need to force our thinking into one of these categories.  Will we accept it?  1 John 1:9

4. Resist Guilt and Condemnation:  Sexual sin carries more guilt and condemnation than any other sin.  This will happen years after we have been saved.  This is the devil trying to trip us up.  He is trying to get us to fall again.  It doesn’t matter though.  We have been cleaned.  Everybody needed redemption so don’t try to make yourself a special type of sinner.  We need to know that we are cleansed and are a child of God.  We need to speak these things out and actively resist guilt and condemnation.  It has to be active.  If we find ourselves repenting of something that we have already repented of, we are being condemned.

5. Cultivate the healing of God:  A lot of people feel rotten still and think that they are not cleaned.  The problem is that they are cleaned but not healed yet.  Sexual sin causes damage inside.  We need to be healed of this.  Emotional healing is not always immediate.  Our personality is not a static thing.  It is a dynamic thing.  God heals our emotions as we live healing out.  It happens in the dynamic of living.  Cultivate it.  Every time we feel pain, we need to take it to God.  Every time we remember something more, thank God and ask for healing for it.  We may not necessarily need to repent from it because we might have repented of it already.  We need to ask for healing though.  We know when we are healed when a memory is only a memory and not a hurt.  

6. Walk in the Truth:  Know what we are.  We are humans and God has created us to relate to one another.  There is nothing we can’t do.  We need to face the truth about ourselves and follow God.

7. Develop the Fear of God:  We can easily return to where we have been.  We need to hate evil.  We need to sensitize our consciences.  Often times our consciences have been broken down and we need to rebuild it.  We need to accept the Fear of the Lord.  God can do this.  God doesn’t remove historical facts but He can restore.  We need to be thorough in our repentance and restitution.  Drop our former images and accept the healing.  Are we willing to be made whole? 

Don’t live in  “I was a former.”  We are all saved from sin.  

