1 Timothy

Paul is writing Timothy to encourage him to teach sound doctrine.  He is talking about providing people with the basics that are necessary for a church.  This is because there are some that are moving away from the focus of Christianity.  

Chapter 1:5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.

1. Pure Heart
2. Good conscience
3. Sincere faith
PURE HEART:
This is the goal of our instruction.  This is what God is trying to do in our lives.  In DTS we don’t really talk about methodology.  Instead we are primarily concerned about the heart.  It is not what we do but why we do it.  We need to start on the inside.  So we are going to look at this passage further.

It is love from a pure heart, a good conscience, a sincere faith – we would think that we could just gloss over this but we can’t.  These are just the three things that are the goal of the Christian life.  These are the matters that we need to investigate further.

Micah 4:2 Many nations will come and say, “Come let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob.  He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.  The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

This is going up to the place where we seek God.  This is a place where we can learn the ways of the Lord.  The ways of the lord are the things that God does based upon who he is.  It is his character.  God is not saying I want you to know my ways but rather he wants us to know why he has his ways – his character.  He says to seek him.  We have to make this a priority though.  We can’t really do this on the side.  He wants us to have a relationship - that comes about by taking time.  The bible speaks about having a banquet with a God or a meal together.  And God is not into fast food – there is no McDonald’s in heaven – it is all fine banquets. This is something that is going to take time.

Hebrews 3:10 That is why I was angry with that generation, and I said, “Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.”

The Lord is rebuking the children of Israel.  They are in the wilderness where God is attempting to teach them his ways.  One of the ways he is teaching them is by feeding them daily with manna.  Manna means, “I don’t know”.  We don’t know what they were eating.  And they did this for forty years.  He was also teaching them something about his character through their clothes – their clothes never wore our.  They had to go forty years without changing clothes.  He had a way of instructing them in the simple ways of life.  Additionally, a rock followed them and provided them with water.  But in this passage God is upset because they didn’t follow his ways.  They didn’t understand the ways of God.  They kept failing again and again.  

Psalm 103:7 He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the sons of Israel.

The sons of Israel were learning God’s acts.  Oh yeah, tomorrow morning the manna is going to come.  They knew what God was going to do.  But they didn’t know why he was doing it or what his character is like.  However, Moses did know his character because Moses took time and asked questions.  And he went apart to listen.  But the children of Israel didn’t.  They wanted the pastor to do all of the work.  God wants us to know him.  

What is more important than to know God?  We do not just want to know about God.  In the end, God will ask if we know him.  We don’t want to put our emphasis on our ministry but on getting to know God.  Out of knowing God, ministry comes.  Ministry is a by-product.  God is not trying to get something out of me but rather put something in me.  He wants to get to know me and for me to know him.  Our acts must come from knowing God’s way.  We cannot get this backwards.  They do not know my ways, so neither shall they know my rest.  Additionally, the Promised Land is a parallel to heaven.  If we do not know God here, we certainly will not know him there.  Knowing him starts here.  This is what we need to have first of all in our perspective.  God has us here so that we might know him and be in a relationship with him.

God always begins with the heart when working in our life.  

1 Samuel 16:7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him.  The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance but the Lord looks at the heart

When God selects someone, he doesn’t look at our gifts or education etc. but rather he looks at our hearts.  What do we do with what we have?  The heart then becomes one of the most important words for us to understand.  If the heart stops, our source of life is gone.  Webster calls it our “seat of affections.”  It is where we decide what we are going to choose as our most valuable things in our life.  What determines value for us?  It is also a place of our understanding or our conscience.  It also involves our will, which determines our purpose.  It also defines our motive and answers the question why we do what we do.  

There are two questions to help us determine what our heart is like:

Who am I living for? - AND - Why do I do the things that I do?  This helps us to understand our hearts.  We are speaking about motive and not conduct.  Conduct can come from different motives.  We need to look at the reasons why.

One of the things that is essential in order to understand love is to realize that we are made in God’s image.  We did not come about by millions of year of accidental happenings in the natural world.  We are not animals or plants.  We did not evolve.  Evolution does not work spiritually.  Evolution basically tells us that we are nothing more than an animal and concludes that we should live as an animal.  I don’t have enough faith to believe in evolution – we would have to believe that we are the result of a process that over a millions of years gave us thinking, morals, creativity, identity etc.  We don’t get these things from slime.  We get these things from being created in God’s image.  He is probably more like us than we think.  When Jesus came on the earth, it wasn’t a big leap.  He became a man but was still in the image of God.  We are not that different than God.  We think in a realm that is similar to God.  We can understand each other.  We can communicate with him.  It is not like talking to a plant or animal.  We are like kind.  

God has created us with a free will because we are in his image.  We have never lost this ability.  There have been limitations to our free will, but we haven’t lost it.  If we don’t have a free choice then we can’t love.  We would be an animal, plant or a machine then.  A plant is not created in the image of God but rather for the glory of God.  In the image of God he made them male and female.  

Love is a choice.  Not only is it a choice, but also it is NOT an emotion.  It would be easy if love were only an emotion.  We could just stay in some emotional state then.  Let’s look at this word and analyze it.  God wants us to love not on what we feel but what we know to be true.  Love is not based upon emotion but rather choices.  There was no warm fuzzy feeling when God gave us his son.  But God’s love was looking to what he could put into us by GIVING his only son.  There is nothing that God got back out of this. He got us back but we are a lot of work and cause a lot of heartache.  

Love is where we are more concerned about giving than receiving.  Love is given for its own sake without any expectation for return.  If there were no room left in heaven, would I still lead a Christian life?    There are a lot of people that do what they do because God is going to bring them into heaven.  This is right to the point of “who we are living for.”  We are not going to be a Christian if we are going to live for ourselves.  If we are just trying to get into heaven, we are living for ourselves.  God wants us to love him for his own sake.  Heaven just happens to be a convenient place to meet.  We know God here and this is where it starts.  There are inconviences here but we need to get over it.  Heaven is just a by-product.  The relationship here is the main product.  

What if there is a man that loves fish.  This guy has a huge aquarium in his back yard.  He feeds the fish.  He has a lot of pictures of fish.  He is a real sucker for fish.  But then we leave the place and see another guy with the same bumper sticker.  But this guy gets in a boat and goes fishing and catches them.  He throws food to the fish.  But the way he loved the fish is a little different.  He wanted to bring them home and eat them.  Do we love for love’s sake or for what they can give us?  So are we loving to bait or loving to take care of the fish?  How do we love God?  Some people are just using God as a means to the end for personal self-satisfaction.  This is called selfishness.  Why do we want to go to heaven – because we will be happy to meet God or to get our needs met?  He is everything that makes us happy.  

This is just to help us weed out some things in our thinking.  He wants us to do something that will cost us something.  Jesus didn’t feel like dying on the cross.  For the joy set before him he died on the cross – for the joy of being united with his father again.  You can get through anything if you have this joy.  Out of this choice of love, emotions come.  But we can’t live on emotions.  We have to control them.

Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.  This scripture is like threading a needle.  If we don’t have a pure heart, we will not see God.  A pure heart is a motive that is not mixed.  We can’t live for God and mammon.  There is only one Lord.  He does not share the throne.  This is not an impossible thing.  He does not tell us to do things that are impossible.  He is just telling us in normal terms what is practical Christianity.  He is not talking about an elite perfectionism but it is also not about just bathing in sin.  This is for those who made the commitment to live for Jesus and surrender to God so that we can live in a relationship in purity.  We can live by what our conscience tells us is right.  The life of a believer is living according to our conscience – that’s the simplicity of it.  No man can serve two masters because we will love one and hate the other.  We have to search our hearts so that we would weed out anything that would promote another master

2 Corinthians 5:15 And he dies for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

This is the gospel in a sentence.  This is the gospel’s simplicity.  When we are saved we don’t live for ourselves anymore but for him.  This is what it means to walk with Jesus.  Jesus will save us from our sins – not from hell, not from disappointment – but to give us victory over our sins so that we can have a life that brings glory to God.

1 Peter 1:13-16 Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.  As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desire you had when you lived in ignorance.  But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy”.

Be holy because he is holy.  God won’t tell us to do something impossible.  But the problem is that we may not understand what holy is.  God meant that we should be like he is – holy.  God lives up to his conscience.  He too chooses to be holy.  He obeys his own laws because they are for our own good.  The law is basically just good etiquette for relationship.  Don’t be conformed to the world, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind.  Holiness is not impossible.  It is just doing the next thing God tells you to do.  Children do it all the time.  It is just doing the next right thing.  It is simple.  If you do the wrong thing, stop.  Do the right thing, and say you’re sorry.  Holiness is being blameless.  It’s simple. We make it hard.

Isaiah 64:6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rage; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.

All our righteousness is dirty rags.  If you want to be a sinner, this is a good verse to hold onto out of context.  What he is really talking about is doing things just so that they are to be seen by men.  He looks at the heart.  There are those who have done righteous things but have only done so to get something back in return.  This is a “give to get” love.  

Ephesians 1:4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  

The reason God chose us is to be holy and blameless.  This is why we are saved.  This is our purpose.  This happens when we get saved.  This is what salvation is.  We renew this daily.  

Romans 9:30-33What then shall we say?  That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it.  Why not?  Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works.  They stumbled over the stumbling stone.  As it is written:  “See, I lay Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”

Faith is a relationship.  How are we saved – through faith – through trust.  It is not a blind faith.  The leap of faith is trust in God’s character.  It is acting on his initiative of kindness.  If we have faith we are going to have to give up our pride.  Love is not giving to get.  It is a relationship word.  It is our calling.  He wants us pure in all aspects.

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand it?

God knows the heart and he will tell us.  That is why we prepare in intercession, “Lord show me my heart”.  We can be deceived if we don’t ask God to show us our heart.  That’s why Jesus rebuked religious people.  They used the words but for the wrong purposes.  

Psalm 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.

Eternal life starts here.  It is knowing God.  I am not living for heaven but rather for God.  

You can’t help but receive when loving though.  It is the nature of love.  Love just returns.  

(Day 2 of this teaching 7/8/01)

Review: Love is not goose bumps.  It is not about emotions.  It is not temperament because some of this stuff is genetic.   Love is not the way we feel but what we choose.  It is choosing the highest good for God, others, and myself.  And they are in this order for a reason.  This kind of statement does not make us feel good about love.  But what he is looking for from us is obedience by living through principles.  Young Christians often get confused because of the joy they experience at their salvation.  But then Monday comes and you wonder where God went.  God wants us to even out this thing so that we are living according to principles and not by our emotional response to what life deals us.  

What God is trying to produce in all of us is character.  He is trying to reproduce his character in us.  The only way we learn this is through living.  Character does not just come down magically.  It comes about through participating in life with God.  For example, we have testings.  If Jesus had testings, we will have testings too.  

If we are going to properly understand faith, look at James 2:14-19.

We are talking about understanding the words we use in religious expressions.  The devil believes and he trembles. The devil also believes but he has no actual faith to live according to what God wills.  The devil believes one way but acts differently.  Faith is believing what we know to be true and acting upon this.  Believe has two parts: be + live.  

Abraham believed God and put his son on the altar in response to his belief.  He acted on what he knew.  Then, Abraham was declared the father of faith.  He is the one we base our concepts of faith on.  Our works do not save us but we can’t help but to act on what we believe.  If we love someone, we have this deep desire to act upon our belief.  

Patience is not a matter of temperament.  It is a choice to put aside one’s personal desire for the sake of another. The only time we need patience is when we don’t feel like having it.  A lot of times we have temperaments that make us seem like we are patient.  When we talk about patience we are talking about putting aside our own feelings for the sake of other people.  When we choose to be patient, our feelings of anger, frustration and impatience will subside and peace will enter.  It is always a choice.  Anyone can have it.  If you don’t feel like being patient and you exercise patience (choosing), then that is patience.  If you don’t chose to exercise it then it is not patience.  Let’s make love, faith, and patience not just words but the way we live.  They are all relational.

If we think holiness is just a spiritual feeling that just happens sometimes, then holiness will never mean anything to us.  This will cause us to never apply it to our life.  It is a choice to obey revealed truth.

2 Corinthians 7:1 Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

Holiness is something that is perfected.  It is a character issue.  

Joy is deeper than happiness in the sense of just having a happy mood.  Joy is a fruit of the spirit.  It is a choice to think on whatever is true.

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.

Joy is what we have because we train the way we think.  How do we look at the glass?  We need to know how we think.  Are we and optimist or a pessimist?  If you are a pessimist, change it.  God is not a pessimist.  We need to learn to not become depressed and always be looking on the negative side of things.  Don’t concentrate on the bad things and let our emotions follow.  God does not want us to be a grumpy, negative person.  But we still need to use reasonable caution.  We need to recognize that God will always make a way for us.  Life as a Christian is always half full because God is good.  We must put our focus on this and we can have joy with anything this world has to offer.  

We live on choices not emotions.  However, emotions are wonderful.  They are the color of life.   The problem is when we let our emotions lead us instead of our minds lead us based upon what is true.  If we don’t understand this, we can end up going in circles and getting nowhere.

GOOD CONSCIENCE:

This is another goal of our instruction.  Some of us will feel ashamed just by a look.  Others will not feel ashamed when faced with all the evidence in the world.  We have tendencies of being either one or the other.  And a lot of this has to do with our family and religious backgrounds.  We wrestle a lot with feelings of condemnation and conviction.  

When we have a conscience, we are going to be bothered by things.  We are going to feel guilt.  We feel this because we are guilty.  But sometimes we feel guilt not because we are guilty but because we felt guilty.  Some of us have an over-sensitive conscience.  Sometimes we repent of the same sins twenty-five times because we have never received forgiveness.   Once we have received forgiveness we can forget about it.  He forgets about it so we forget about it.  God doesn’t want us to be guilty.

Condemnation comes from the pit of hell.  It tells us we are a dirty rotten sinner and there is no way out.  It tells us that we are generally a bad person.  We do not meet the standards that God has – even with our good things.  On the other hand, conviction tells us that we have done something wrong. It is a very specific thing and comes from God and the Holy Spirit.  When we are convicted, we feel guilty but there is a way of escape.  The exit is the forgiveness offered by God if we repent.  Condemnation and conviction feel the same – we feel like a dirty rotten sinner.  Conviction has a way out.  Condemnation leads us in circles to the pit.  

God wants our conscience to be free of accusation and sensitive to accusation.  Some of us have learned how to numb our conscience – drugs, alcohol, and music.  Warren has a little red light on his van telling him when his engine needs attention.  Is he going to just put electrical tape over the light to fix this problem?  We cannot just tape it.  We actually have to go and fix the problem.  We can’t just tape our little red light.  If we have sin in our life, we can tape it but cannot get free.  We only get free by going to Jesus and repenting.  We need to go to him and say, “Jesus we want to make restitution.  We accept your forgiveness and thank you for it.”  Then the problem is fixed and we can walk on in a free, clean conscience.  This is what God wants.

Our conscience is not a bad thing.  It brings joy and despair.  There are a lot of people that go to psychiatrists because they feel guilty, and they are.  But unless they deal with what they did, they are not going to get over it.  

Some of us need to spend time on our conscience because we have tinkered with it so much.  God wants to have this fixed and to enjoy the feeling of being approved by God.  He wants us to enjoy his light.  He has intended this feeling for all of us.

A good conscience is one that works and one that doesn’t bother us.  When we feel guilty, ask God if it is him.  There is a difference between a temptation and a sin.  If we don’t execute a temptation, it is not a sin.  This is okay. We need to explore where our guilt is coming from so that we can head these issues off.  

What prevents us from sinning?

1. Fear of consequences  

a. I will go to jail.  We use this in our society to deter criminals

b. Loss of reputation – we may be known as a criminal

c. Some other type of harm – electric chair?

2. The results of a bad conscience

a. We don’t want to feel guilty.  We hate the guilty feeling afterwards.

How we control society: hope of reward and fear of punishment.  This is how we control behavior. But, is this the way God works?  Is this heaven and hell?  The previous two reasons are true but that is not all God wants us to have.

God wants us not to sin, not for what it does to us, but for what it does to him.  Sin breaks the heart of God.  This is the most difficult thing for religious people to grasp. Sometimes people think that God is so majestic that we have no impact on him.  This is not the God we serve.  The God of the bible is a God of a broken heart.  He is concerned about every hair on our head.  He wants the best for us and knows us inside and out.  There is not a thought or desire that he doesn’t know.  He loves to be with us and he is deeply hurt when we sin.  He is father who cares for his children.  He is filled with a compassionate heart that is easily hurt.  This is the way God is.  

The Holy Spirit is a very powerful being but he is also a very gentle Spirit.  This contrast is amazing.  God is the gentle giant.  It is hard to find other words that describe this.  We can be misled by his greatness and think that he doesn’t care.  The only way to have victory over sin is to learn that it grieves God.  If this doesn’t stop us, nothing will.  Jesus died on the cross to display the heart of God.  If we don’t see God’s vulnerability on the cross, we miss it.  If we continue to sin, we crucify him again and are no longer affected by the love that he has for us.  When we sin, the one who is affected the most is God.  

When we talk about the hope of reward and the fear on punishment, we think often of how we are brought up.  We so often miss the most important aspect – a love relationship with God.  We do what we do because we love God.  

Matthew 5:20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

The scribes and the Pharisees were the best of the best.  They memorized the word of God.  They had contests to see who has it memorized the best.  They were known for their diligence in keeping the law.  They would tithe and fast.  Then Jesus came along and said if you don’t do better than them, you are not going to make it.  And Jesus repeated himself.  We did not need more commandments for conduct.  We have to have a right heart.  The only reasons they were following the law is that they were living for the hope of reward and the fear of punishment.  They were living for the wrong reasons.  Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath.  All laws were made for our good.  We don’t keep them just to keep them.  We need to keep them with the right motive.

We do not get righteousness by obeying the law.  We get it out of the right motive of heart without thinking about it.  All of us should be obeying the Ten Commandments without thinking about it.  We shouldn’t struggle with this.  It is a natural response.  If we love God, we won’t do it.  We need to love God for who he is.  We may be tempted but we can resist temptation.  His commandments are not burdensome.  If we love ourself, then they become burdensome.

Matthew 19:16-23 Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?”  “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied.  “There is only One who is good.  If you want to enter life, obey the commandments.”  “Which ones?” the man inquired.  Jesus replied, “ Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother, and love your neighbor as yourself.”  “All these I have kept,” the young man said.  “What do I still lack?”  Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.   Then come, follow me.”  When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.  Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

This is an issue of commandments.  It is not wrong to obey the commandments.  Jesus told him to do it.  If you’re rich and if you’re a young ruler, who can’t keep the commandments?  This guy had it made.  The only thing he lacked is that he wanted all of this stuff forever.   Jesus pointed out the first commandment.  He did not love God with all his heart.  He loved himself with all his heart.  Jesus wanted him to give up his God – power and property.  However, the guy wasn’t able to give this stuff up.  Jesus went for his motive.  Jesus did talk about conduct but it was only to get to his heart.  Jesus wants to show us those hiding places in our own hearts.  

The bible speaks about having good conduct and this is not wrong.  However, we cannot have our sins forgiven by good conduct.  You have to have something more than conduct for salvation.  You have to have a different motive.  Our motive is kind of like an off and on switch.  We either have the right motive or we don’t.  There is no in between.  We are either serving God or not serving God.  We can’t have more than one motive.  Our supreme motive for living is either for God or it is not.  Who are we living for?  Salvation is a conversion of our heart going from off to on.  We are no longer living for ourselves but for God.  Jesus is the Lord of our lives and our lifestyle changes.  The bible is very clear.  It is black and white.  However, we do grow in our conduct.  There is more of a gray area in conduct.  God doesn’t expect us to obey things only that someone else knows.  He only expects us to obey what we know individually.  When we are adults versus children, we are expected to live differently.  We can’t leave our toys around when we are sixteen.  We need to have understanding then.  When we are new Christians, we can’t do everything because we don’t have all of the understanding yet.  In this sense, conduct is like the volume button on the radio.  Conduct increases but the motive doesn’t.  We become more like Jesus.  We grow in our faith and our relationship.  We are kind of expected to do things wrong when we are new Christians. 

There are some people who try to just crank up the volume (the rich young ruler).  The problem is that he never turned on the switch.  Good conduct is nothing without good motive.  If our motive is unchanged, we will make a lot of noise but no one will hear.  You have to be on to be heard.  

Now, we need a definition for sin.  Sin is a choice to gratify self above the rights and claims of God and others.  Sin is selfishness.  But the important thing is that sin is a choice.  If it is something moral, it has to be a choice.  If you are a machine, you cannot sin.  This is because it didn’t have a choice.  There was something wrong with it but it didn’t have a choice.  Another example is when the dog bit me when I stuck my hand in the dish.  Because of this, we decided to hang the dog.  We laugh at this because we understand what dogs do instinctively.  But sometimes we just blank this out in our Christian life, because we are stupid.  Dogs will just be dogs.  That’s what they are supposed to do.  Machines make mistakes.  They have flaws.  People sin.  People have the ability to choose and this is the only reason we are guilty.  Animals may look guilty but they don’t really know what guilt is.  Have you ever seen an animal commit suicide?  And we are so messed up on this issue because of evolution.  You can’t be a Christian and a believer of evolution.  

This is the problem with society.  We don’t understand some basic moral truths.  

There are some important things that we need to know about sin.  Sin is not a substance.  You can’t bottle it.  It is not a something.  It is a choice.  We cannot drink a bottle of sin or hand sin out.  It has to be chosen.  Additionally, sin is not a slip.  It is not an accident.  Sin may start with a fall but it is not a slip.  We may get this idea because sin can happen so suddenly.  If it was a sin, it did involve a choice.  We said yes to a temptation.  On top of that, sin is not the status quo.  Sin is not normal.  We cannot say we are only human.  Humanity does not mean to live for ourselves.  Society thinks to be human is to be a sinner.  But the bible doesn’t think this way.  God doesn’t accept any sin at all.  There’s lots of sin in the world but there is none excusable.  Every temptation has an escape.  The fact that a lot of people are living in sin does not give us a license to sin.  Also, sin is not a sickness.  It is not something we are caused to do.  We don’t suddenly wake up with it.  It is not something we come down with.  We can’t give each other adultery.  It has to be a choice.  There is no causation.  

What is free cannot be caused.

If we have a free will, we cannot be caused.  We can’t ask someone to go to the bank with us and get a forced withdrawal.  This person has to choose to go with us.  If we had threatened his life if he didn’t go with us, then it is not a sin.  He did not have a choice.  In both situations it is the same act.  The bank was robbed.  But when we are caught by the police, the person that was forced won’t feel guilty.  It is the one that caused us to sin who is responsible.  We may have done something wrong but if someone caused us to do it then it is not sin

Ezekiel 18:2 What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: “The fathers eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge?”

  The children’s teeth are set on edge because the father’s have eaten sour grapes.  This does not make any sense.  It is stupid.  But God says to the people to not use this proverb anymore.  All souls are God’s.  We do not inherit the sins of anyone else.  If we are righteous, we are righteous.  If we are a sinner, we are a sinner.  You can’t pass sin on. Children are not responsible for their parent’s sins.  They may have incurred consequences but they are not guilty.  You can inherit consequences but not sin.  

Sin is also not a suggestion.  If we ask someone to rob the bank with us, sin has not occurred.  This is just a temptation.  Temptation is not sin.  If we build up a fantasy about robbing the bank and have gotten some of it ready, then it is a sin.  It is what we have acted upon. What of the temptation have we built upon and made part of our life?  We can choose to make a temptation part of our life, then it becomes sin.  God wants us to nip temptation in the bud.  Sometimes it can be very difficult to fight temptation.  What do we do?  Do we feel guilty because we have that feeling?  Do we recognize where the temptation comes from?  We have to understand that it is a choice.  

The 5 S’s of sin: Not a suggestion, substance, slip, status quo, and not sickness.  As just explained.

God has a way of escape.  He has day-by-day walking in the light.  And if we sin, we have an advocate with the father, Jesus, to cleanse.  Sin is not our lifestyle.  

We can ask for the Holy Spirit to convict other people.  But we cannot ask for forgiveness for them.  We can’t repent for them.  They have to do it.  We can pray that they would be led to it but they are the one’s that have to make the choice. 

If you take away free will, we are no longer human.

Adam and Eve opened the door to sin.  This made the opportunity to sin available to us.  We have this opportunity now but we are not caused to sin.  If we were caused to sin, then it would be Adam and Eve’s fault.  We are always trying to blame someone else but God says it is you.  We all sin and fall short of the glory of God.  We will never feel guilty for the sin of Adam.  We weren’t there.  

Consequences are different.  They are not just punishment.  All we can do sometimes is pray for grace.  We will need to forgive and ask for mercy and ask for the healing.  Through prayer and understanding some consequences can be reversed and God wants to show us the way.  However, this is a fallen world and we have to just live with consequences.  There are externalities and we have to live with them.  We can ask for grace for them but are not responsible for them.  We may have to suffer for them though because that is the way things are.  Jesus has done everything he can to change things around but he is doing it one person at a time.  

SINCERE FAITH:

This means living up to the light we have.  Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness for they should be filled.  If we want to grow in God, we have to be hungry.  If we are not, we have to ask God for more hunger.  We need to have a fire inside of us.  We seek for it as silver or gold.  The bible is very clear about this.  If we want to grow spiritually, we have to go after it.  It takes diligence to get this.

Moses asked questions.  He pursued God to find out the answers.  One of the first experiences had with God was when he was tending sheep and a bush was on fire.  So he went over to check the bush out.  Then, he had an encounter with God.  What is our burning bush?  God is standing in front of us and is on fire.  We need to search where he is on fire in our life.  That’s what DTS is about.  We are trying to take off our shoes just like Moses did at the bush.  The reason we have shoes is because there are a lot of things to step in.  We take off our shoes to get rid of filthiness.  Shoes also have to do a lot with working.  We take off our shoes when we relax.  We can’t do a lot without shoes.  We can really only sit around.  God wants us to take off our shoes.  He wants us to spend time with him and talk with him.  

The whole way we grow as a Christian is living up to the light we have.  We get stories about the bible when we are young if we are brought up in a Christian home.  These stories can help us but can also hinder us.  When we grow up in a Christian home, we are taught theory.  And as a theory it is not much different than a story.  These are helpful but really not much more than a story.  Then, we come to our adolescent years and we are tested.  Often  what happens is experimentation.  This is especially true when we are thirteen to fifteen years old.  This is when the Holy Spirit starts to become very much involved in our lives.  As we grow in understanding, the Holy Spirit’s power increases.  Many people are converted in our teen years.  The older we get the likelihood we convert is greatly diminished because our hearts get harder and harder.  The conversion starts when the adolescent repents after his or her experimentation.  If the adolescent does not repent, he or she gets perverted.  A lot of time the theory that is taught only leads to conduct but without motive.  A lot of time with adolescents in Christian homes the repentance never occurs.  The motives never get aligned.  

The kingdom of God is within us.  God wants us to have internal government.  This is how we can solve all of our problems.  We have to start internally.  The kingdom of God is a right heart and having Jesus in us.  It is not Jesus dangling us over hell or having heaven on a stick like a carrot.  The kingdom of God is a relationship.  It is not what God is going to do for me but for what he already has done for me. 

So, how do we grow in a sincere faith?  We grow through the fear of the Lord.  The fear of the lord is our motive for living.  The unfortunate thing about this is that it has the word fear in it.  Fear is usually associated with being afraid of something.  However, fear really means to have an awesome respect for.  It means to have someone whom we deeply, deeply, deeply love.  A hero could be an example.  Is Jesus our hero?  It is to have kind of relationship where we want to be with Jesus all day long.  It is magnetic.  The fear of the lord is about not being able to wait to be with Jesus.  This is the beginning.  It is the desire to be in relationship with the Lord.  It means to place a high value on your relationship with the lord.  This is an awesome respect.  It is not a flippant relationship.  It’s allowing God to be God and putting him first.  It is a foundation for us.  

2 Peter 1:3 His diving power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.

God has called us to be partakers of his divine nature.  God wants us to be like him.  This is kind of scary when we think about it.  We have these various character areas that we add.  God wants us to grow in character, his character.  The fruit of the Spirit is what we are called to.  This is the divine nature that he is talking about.  He wants us to be conformed to his image.  He has given us the ability through his promise, “if we walk with him, we become like him.”  We become the God that we worship.  What we love we will become.  

