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We are wrestling with tree trunks.  We are dealing with life issues.  We can’t just have some sort of light discussion.  This is important stuff and a lot of these things take time.  

We’re going to talk today about listening.  We can become dull of hearing because of certain reasons.  One is because we’ve heard it before.  When we hear the scriptures again, we need to ask for a fresh anointing to hear at a different depth.  The disciples spent three years with Jesus but still didn’t understand what he was talking about.  Jesus was talking about penetrating truths. It needs to not just be surface, but go deep within the soul.  Jesus said many things that were over the disciples’ heads.  We need to move beyond concrete thinking.  We are talking about philosophy or the way we think.  Everyone has a philosophy.  Everyone has a theology.  We just have right ones or wrong ones.  Jesus is trying to help us deal with these life issues.  When Jesus says to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, he is talking about the way the Pharisees think.  The issue of conduct and motive is very important.  It is out of our motive that our conduct comes.  It is out of the abundance of our heart that the mouth speaks.  So, if we want to see our heart, just tape record ourselves for a day.  This is about the way we think.  This is who we are.

Jesus said, “you will know them by their fruits.”  A lot of times we misunderstand what fruits are.  Most of the time we just think these are the good things we do.  However, fruits are not conduct primarily.  Fruits are character.  We have to have character that produces works so that our faith is not dead.  We are tying terms and concepts together so that we can see what Jesus is talking about.  

What are the fruits of the Spirit?  

Galatians 5:22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

These are what we are looking for.  The goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith (1 Timothy 1:5). We are talking about character.  We are created in God’s image so that we can be conformed to the image of his son.  The creating is God’s part.  The conforming is our part.  Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  We are to have the character of Christ.  We are to walk in Jesus’ shoes.  We need to follow him and become like him.  Paul said, “Follow me as I follow Christ.”  This is what it’s all about.

The Godly character (fruit) that we have in our life is the goal.  There is no other standard.  The only person we need to compare ourselves to is Jesus.  Jesus is the only standard.  One of the things that Jesus was known for was to take complex issues and make them so that children could understand them.  Even children can wrestle with tree trunks. He made this possible through parables.  These parables are simple but tremendously important for us to understand.  When we hear the parables of Jesus, it is important that we don’t just tune out because we had this in Sunday school.  Jesus told these parables to the adults as well as the children.  He told these to the theologians of the day.  This is so that “hearing they may not understand.”  He was going for the heart.  He wanted to change people from the inside.  He wasn’t competing.  He was going for the foundation.  He didn’t talk about the names of the angels or any sort of mysticism.  He didn’t talk about these “higher” things.

Luke 8:4-15 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town he told this parable: A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up.  Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture.  Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants.   Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up an yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.”  When he said this, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  His disciples asked him what this parable meant.  He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, ‘though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand.’ This is the meaning of the parable:  The seed is the word of God.  Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.  Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root.  They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.  The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature.  But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hears the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.

Jesus was not trying to be mean here.  Jesus is saying that he is trying to show mercy.  If we don’t want to obey, then what he is speaking won’t make any sense to us.  He is not giving us a detailed list of what we ought to think.  He is not spoon-feeding us.  He threw us a steak and asked us to chew on it for a while.  God doesn’t deal with the fast food, quick-fix type of way.  We are the ones who have to make the decisions.  If we don’t seek God, we won’t understand.  There are no IVs in the kingdom of God.  We have to thirst for him.  He is not playing hard to get. He doesn’t want to give us more than we are ready to be responsible for.  We are judged for what we know.  God is not throwing his pearls before swine.  We need to be careful how we listen.

The word is cast out in a broad sense.  Some of it fell on the path.  The path is busyness.   But the path is hard, so the seed can’t sink down.  If the seed can’t sink down, the birds of the air come and take it.  This is the devil.  Demonic spirits are real.  If we are so busy when the Word comes to us, then it will be taken away.  So, the first enemy of bearing fruit is busyness.  This is why God created the Sabbath.  The Sabbath is not just for church.  This is a time that we should stop to make sure we are listening.  Our life should not be one big path.  We are not made to be a machine.  We need to take in the word of the Lord.  

This issue of falling on the hard places is used many times.  God said, “I stand at the door and knock.”  God gives us an opportunity but he doesn’t break the door down.  He gives us the seed but he doesn’t force-feed us.  He respects us and made us in his image.  He made us for a relationship.  A relationship has to have communication on both ends.  Christianity is not just having God pull the levers.  If any man hears God’s voice and opens the door, we will have a fiesta.  We will sup together.  We have to open the door first. The knocking will not go on forever.  If we ignore the doorbell often enough, it will just stop working.  We need to respond to the word.  If there is a burning bush, we have to go over there.  It doesn’t come to us.  We also just don’t take a picture of it.  We have to take our shoes off and stay awhile.  It is not just consumed.  This is the glory of God.  It should light the way.  

Another seed fell on the rocky soil.  It withered away because it had no moisture.  The nature of rocks is that they are hard, lifeless, and cold.  We don’t put rocks in our fields.  In the spring, farmers take the rocks out.  Rocks hinder growth.  The rocks probably represent sin.  The two roots of all sin are pride and unbelief. 

Unbelief is refusing to believe what we know to be true.  It is choosing not to believe what is true.  It is not just doubt.  We know what is right to do but we didn’t do it.  Pride is a little different.  It is the idea that we are the most important.  It is “Me first”.  There are several ways that this is manifested.  Some examples are being the first in line and false humility.  False humility is ducking responsibility.  It is trying to be less than what we are because we are afraid of being judged or being accountable.  False humility is pride.  These are the rocks that we need to take out of the soil. We have talked about confession, repentance, and restitution.  These have to do with getting the rocks out.  We have to dig into the soil to get these rocks out. We have to go below the surface if we want to do a good job.  Finding the rock is confession.  Repentance is when we dig the rock up and get it out of there and put it in the rock pile.  It doesn’t do any good just to recognize that the rocks are in the field.  We have to take a shovel and pull up each individual rock.  If we don’t do this, we are just agreeing with the devil that it is there.  If we don’t dig it up, it is still there.  Repentance means, “I am sorry, I give it to you Lord, and thank you for taking it.”  Sometimes there is restitution.  Sometimes we have to do something with what we dug up.  We can’t have restitution for everything.  We really can’t fix slander.  Sometimes, it just isn’t appropriate to have restitution.  There are some sins that just shouldn’t be confessed in public for it will cause more harm.  The purpose is to get rid of rocks.  We are made for holiness.  

The interesting thing is that we will have some growth. The problem comes when we go through a hard time.  As long as it is raining, the roots don’t have to grow too deep.  How far do we want our roots to go?  As long as we go to church and the pastor can spoon-feed us, we are fine.  But what happens when the truck hits us?  We are dealing with roots.  Whenever we look at a tree, all that we see is half of a tree.  The most important part of the tree is underground.  The roots are just as big as the above ground part.  Because we can’t see it, we forget it.  Because we don’t see the character or the spiritual world, we just see the ministry and the stuff that the public sees.  We don’t see the roots.  We will only have roots that will go as deep as we have pulled the rocks out.  If we haven’t pulled these out, the roots will only be able to grow so deep.  All that will grow is intellectual ascent.  We can also have emotional ascent.  We really feel bad about our sin.  We have remorse.  We also need to have repentance.  If we don’t have repentance, all we have is guilt.  This is why people commit suicide sometimes.  When we understand the issue of really dealing with sin, we take action that removes the problems.  The action is responding to the grace and love of God.  He wants to help us get the rocks out.  

The New Testament talks about those who always learn but never come to knowledge of the truth.  There are lot of Christians who just seminar hop.  They have tremendous knowledge.  But they never respond because they aren’t dealing with sin.  We have to have repentance and restitution.  

Another seed fell among the thorns and the thorns choked it out.  This is the soil that has had the rocks taken out.  This is the guy who has gone through the process.  The soil is ready.  The plant is growing, but there are other seeds around.  These seeds are temptations that grow faster.  Temptations grow faster than thoughts of doing holy deeds.  We live on an incline.  There is a greater tendency to be pulled downward than upward.  We often feel the tug to do things that are sinful but not the tug to do things right.  The incline is towards evil.  We need to struggle to do right.  We are invited to do right.  The weeds always grow faster than the rest of the garden.  We have to cut these weeds down.  There are lots of situations that are good.  But good can keep us from the best.  The thorns are the worries of life and the love of riches.  The thorns can be good but we shouldn’t let them hinder us.  We are still to think with responsibility.  It is good to have health insurance and to fasten your seat belt.  But we can go too far in this.  We can’t let the worries of life prevent us from doing anything.  

We can grow up and look just great.  A weed can grow up right beside and look wonderful.  However, it won’t bear any fruit.  What is the purpose of life?  The purpose is to grow fruit and reproduce character.  This is what we are called to do.  We are called to reproduce character.  We can’t let the love of riches get in the way.  God has called me to missions but I got this really good job offer.  When we are guided by money instead of the Holy Spirit, then we have thorns.  The love of money is the root of all evil.  Money is not evil.  God just doesn’t want us to love money so that we can love him.  Don’t get your guidance from your pocketbook.  There is no sacred or secular.  Whatever God has called us to do is holy.  There is no difference in callings.  All of them are holy.  

The next place the seed falls is the prepared soil without the thorns.  Someone has been out there with a hoe and plow.   The seed has fallen into the good soil.  Some of it produces 30, some 60, and some 100.  God is telling us that there are some factors out of our control.  Maybe we got saved when we were 80 years old.  We don’t all have the same abilities.  God judges us by what we know and what our abilities are.  God is happy with whatever fruit we bear as long as we have good soil.  We shouldn’t compare our ministries and their yield.  We should only look at our soil and compare it to Jesus’ soil.  We have to be careful here.  We are not talking about fruit in quantity.  It is not up to us to save people.  God does this.  He just uses us.  We all have different callings.  God looks for how we are we reflecting his son.  Do we look like Jesus on the inside?  We may do things that look like him on the outside but what does our inside look like? The “doing” has to come out of the “being”. Christianity is living without thinking about him. Walking with him should be natural, automatic.  This is our new nature.  The old nature is gone.  Every time our old nature shows up we just knock him over the head.  Walk with Jesus.  Live with Jesus one day at a time.

The last things that Jesus mentions is that the seed that grows in the soil are the ones “that have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast.”  This is perseverance.  We can’t take a spiritual vacation.  This is day in and day out stuff.  We can’t coast.  The nature of coasting is that it is down hill.  We have to weed our garden.  As long as we are on this planet the weeds are going to grow.  As long as we are here, we will have to persevere.  Rocks will keep coming up.  This doesn’t mean that we were deceived when we thought that we had a clean heart.  God often deals with us in steps.  There is a sorting process.  Each week we live there will be a new level of issues.  We just keep going deeper.  It is progressive.  We need to hang in there and keep going.  There is nothing that scares the devil more than perseverance.  

Now, we will talk about foundations

Matthew 7:21-29 Not everyone who says to me “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, “Lord, Lord,” did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?  Then I will tell them plainly, “I never knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!”  “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came own, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house and it fell with a great crash.”  When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.

Jesus was telling child stories and they were impressed because he was teaching with authority.  This parable is pretty much the same as the seed parable.  He is just talking to a different crowd.  We need to build on the rock.  The rock is Jesus.  It is the good soil.  This is our foundation.  He is trying to get people to understand a deeper truth.  These are people that knew a lot about building.  

When you are building a foundation, you start with the corner block.  You have to set this block so that it is perfectly level and straight.  This is the chief cornerstone. You spend a lot of time on this one.  Jesus is the chief cornerstone.  It was over him that the Jewish leaders fell because they didn’t understand the direction that he was going.  Why is this so important?  It has to do with life.  He was hanging out with scholars.  He was dealing with philosophies that were to change the structure of society.  Jesus is not any old rock.  He was speaking beyond the obvious.  We need to build upon Jesus and the Word of God otherwise we will fall.  The rain, the flood, and the winds will come.  We need to be ready for this.  This is why so many are deceived about their Christianity.  Will they pass the test?  This is where we find out where our foundations are.  What happens when we don’t feel close to God anymore?  Where are our foundations?

Deuteronomy 32:18 You deserted the Rock, who fathered you; you forgot the God who gave you birth.

Isaiah 51:1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the Lord:  Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn.

Psalm 19:14 May the words of my moth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.

Psalm 31:3 Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead and guide me.

Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just.  A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.

Matthew 21:42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: The stone the builder rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.”

Roman 9:33 As it is written: See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.

Matthew 16:18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.
The church is built on Jesus.  God is our rock.  This is how we are built.  We are stones that are being knit together around this rock

Ephesians 2:20 built on the foundations of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstones. 

2 Peter 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment.
This is a concept that is found all throughout scripture.  

Foundation is an infinite reference point.  We have to have a place to start from.  The cornerstone starts the whole direction of the building.  Not just any God will do.  We need an infinite reference point.  This means the God of the bible.  He has no boundaries.  He has been forever.  The reference point is our source and where we start.  Sailors use the north start as their reference point.  If we don’t use the reference point, then we are lost.  This is why we call these people lost.  God wants to reveal himself to us.  He wants us to know him as the chief cornerstone.  He wants us to know his ways.  He shows us himself through creation. Look at his creation.  Start with ourselves.  Look at our hands.  We each have different fingerprints.  God likes variety.  He is not into cloning.  God reveals himself through what is created.  How are we going to start without this?  He created this world outside of himself.  He also reveals himself through his word.  He reveals himself through prayer.  This is the fact that God speaks to us while we pray especially in intercession.  He reveals himself through tests that we go through.  When we are between the rock and a hard place, choose the rock.  God wants us to know him. 

God is infinite and he is personal.  He has tremendous abilities.  He has all power.  He is a “trinity being” yet one Godhead.  God is a spirit.  He has a soul.  God has a mind.  He is rational.  He has a free will.  He is still creating; we have inventions every day.  He has emotions.  This is why it says the joy of the lord is my strength.  And this is only a minor description of God’s being.  

Now, who made God?  Where did he come from?  Nobody made him.  He always has been.  There is a problem with us.  We struggle when it comes to the infinite.  God is infinite so we can’t comprehend this.  All we can do is let our jaw drop and say wow.  He reveals himself as, “I am.”  You can’t just start in the New Testament.  You have to start with the Old Testament.  It is the same God.  We have to know where we are starting

This was a description of God’s being.  What is God’s character?  God’s character is what he does with his being.  The first thing that he does is love.  He is not just some sweet thing in the heavens.  He chooses the highest good for him, us, and his universe.  God chose to give us his son because it was the highest good for all creation.  Jesus left his position as the highest to become the lowest to die for our sins.  This was a choice.  When a tornado hits the house, don’t pick ourselves up and say, “Thanks God that’s over.”  God is not in everything that happens.  Accidents do happen.  Don’t blame God for everything.  Things happen because of choices that we make.  He has given us abilities.  He doesn’t choose everything for us.  Not everything that happens on this planet is God’s choice.  There is more than one god on this world.  We have made the devil the god of this world.    God is also kind, merciful, just, faithful, angry, obedient, and holy.  If we don’t realize that God has chosen who he is we won’t think much of him.  Most of the people in the world think of God’s being.  Most people never think of God’s character.  They don’t realize that God chose us.  We need to realize that it COST God his only son.  It is not just something that came out of his being.  Being is not something that we choose.  Our character is different.  We can choose it.  Our being determines value.  We are created in God’s image.  This is our value.  We really are not much different than God in a lot of respects.  This is where we get our value.  We are called to do the things that God does.  He has called us to have his character. 

Jesus is teaching us parables in order to think through life’s big issues.  He is helping us determine who we are and what God has in store for us.  This is significant because these types of issues are highly contested today.  People don’t understand the difference between right and wrong.  It is important that we get a handle on why we are where we are.  The predominant religion that we face today is the religion of humanism.  This is a pretty broad belief system.  Basically, it says that man beginning with himself determines what is right and wrong and is seeking in life to gain happiness.   When man’s only goal is to gain his or her happiness, we are basically in a state of warfare.  This is pretty much what the enemy wants us to believe.  This is Satan’s message.  There are books out about humanism.  Humanism is an actual established ideology.  This is also the primary substance of our educational system.  It is a religion without a God.  We need to understand that the things Jesus is saying are relevant for us today.  We might go to church on Sunday but we go to a humanistic school Monday through Friday.  Anytime we talk about morals we are always going to be involved in humanism.  

Evolution is the genesis of the humanism movement.  They think that time plus matter plus chance equals everything.  They think all things have originated from a big bang or celestial stew.  Scientifically, there are things about evolution that are correct.  But, there are things that aren’t.  We can’t really have personality come out of nothing.  Where does value come from then?  Would stepping on a worm be any different than stepping on a baby?  We need to determine where value comes from.  If we don’t have God as a reference point, we have no point to look to  in determining value.  

What about dinosaurs?  Yes, there were dinosaurs.  They existed at the same time as humans.  

A humanist believes that everything that exists is in a closed system.  We have the five senses that prove all things and determine reality.  This is a closed system of cause and effect.  If we can’t analyze it, then it doesn’t exist.  We can’t put God or morality in a test tube so this is where the problem is.  We don’t really have a lot of atheists any more.  We have a lot of people who are in anything except Christianity.  People believe all kinds of wacked out of stuff.  This is because we have no concept of right or wrong.  In fact, any one who believes in absolute right or wrong is looked down upon.  Right will always be right.  Wrong will always be wrong.  And God will tell us which one is which.  If we don’t have a foundation, then we are just basically following suit with the humanist.  

On 1966 the Supreme Court ruled that Humanism is a religion without a God.  Humanism is taught in our school all the time.  You can’t teach Christianity in the schools.  

Man has a mind, a will, and emotions just as God does.  Our mind is used to determine the proper decision to make.  Our will determines what we are going to do.  Our emotions allow us to experience life.  The problem again is that we are in a world that is on an incline.  It is easier to do evil than to do good.  Think of a truck going down hill.  At the bottom of the hill there is a sign warning of an upcoming corner.  The trunk needs to be able to slow down to make the corner.  Our mind is our headlights looking for the upcoming stuff.  Our will is the steering wheel.  Our emotions are the freight we are carrying.  Emotions add weight to the journey.  We can’t let our foot off the brake or we will crash.  If we let our emotions lead us instead of our mind, we will end up in the ditch.  Basically, every temptation that we fall to comes from letting our emotions rule.  We need self-control.  We need to be able to say no to our emotions guided by our intellect and God’s word.  God’s grace is power steering and brakes.  Praying is our horn.  

Emotions by themselves are amoral.  If we let them lead us, then we have problems.  God wants us to use our minds to direct us.  

God has a creation.  In it he has the moral realm and the non-moral realm.  The non-moral realm consists of the inanimate (plants, rocks, etc) and the animate (animals).  In a non-moral inanimate realm things are governed by cause and effect.  In a non-moral animate realm (animals) are governed by instinct.  Animals do not have a conscience.  They have instinct.  They are not moral beings.  You can love your dog but it can’t love you.  They are animals and we are not.  Animals and plants are made for us; we are to enjoy them.  In the moral realm, we have man.  We are governed by free will.  We can choose what we want to do.  This is a tremendous amount of freedom.  Animals can chose (what they want to eat) but they are not free moral choices.  For the humanist we are animals.  We are just considered a higher form of animals.  Morally speaking this just doesn’t work.  

THE SUBSTITUE SYNDROME

Even though science tells us there is not right or wrong, we are made in such a way that we have to have right and wrong.  We have to serve somebody.  We have a need to worship something and a need for boundaries.  A lot of our worldly pursuits are man looking for meaning.  We are looking for something to give us significance.  

One of the main reasons that we are looking for a substitute is to find something to handle our guilt.  We can’t sin and not feel guilty.  Man keeps coming up with different ways to deal with our guilt problems.  That’s why we have psychology.  

Jeremiah 2:11 Has a nation ever changed its gods?  (Yet they are not gods at all.)  But my people have exchanged their Glory for worthless idols.

God is a fountain of living water.  God is appalled that people have rejected the fountain of living water.  He doesn’t know why people have formed cisterns.  These are reservoirs.  However, God says that we formed broken cisterns.  These are superstitions and religious systems that don’t hold water.  This is exactly what we are talking about when speaking of the substitute syndrome.  Humanism is a substitute.  Even though we know who God is, we sometimes don’t know who we are.  So, we fall into sin.  The first consequence of sin is pleasure.  But then it is followed by guilt, shame, separation, loss of peace, depression, bondage, and death.  There are consequences that follow sin.  God wants us to be free of these consequences.  He has made a way for us through the cross.  

Our problem is that we don’t come to God right away.  We usually feel the pleasure and the guilt and shame.  Then, we think that we are not worthy to go to God.  Then, we think that we will just keep on going with the sin.  This leads to the loss of peace and joy and we feel depressed.  Now, we are in full bondage.  We keep going around and around because we don’t go to the cross.  We try to work our own way out but never make it.  We try so many different things.  We might go to church.  We might listen to Christian music but we don’t really go to God.  There is a difference.  We have to go to God or the guilt will remain.  

Instinctively within our beings we have right and wrong.  We don’t want to feel guilty so we get all confused.  Forgiveness is a free gift but it is not forced upon us.  We have to humble ourselves to get the forgiveness.  We wrestle with the issue of forgiveness because of the humility involved.  We can’t demand forgiveness; we have to ask for it.  

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness

If we don’t fess up to what we know to be true, we get further and further from the truth.  We can either have a good conscience or be led to further deception.  We can just put the tape over the red light on the dash.  If we are too proud to go to the cross, we might try to just do good things.  Sometimes people just try to join an organization with a lot of control.  A lot of guys join the marines because of this.  This is also why people join cults.  This is why people also punish themselves.  A common way to handle this is to start a fight with somebody we love.  We just want to be pushed around or something.  This is real world.  We are wired for righteous living.  When we have guilt, we have to deal with it.  We go after substitutes.  Humanism would say that we would blame this guilt on someone else.  Maybe it was our parent’s fault.  Maybe it was society’s fault.  Humanism says that all problems stem from heredity, training, and environment. But we are missing one thing: choice.  We are human beings.  We can say no.  

One of the other ways we try to get out of the loop is through legalism.  We just try to follow the “church” rules as best we can.  We do something out of duty or we would feel guilty.  Legalism, by the way, is a misapplication of the law.  It is misunderstanding the law.  There is nothing wrong with the law of God.  There is nothing wrong with obeying the law.  But, it won’t take care of a bad conscience.  No amount of good deeds will wipe out guilty feelings.  We can’t just say four Hail Mary’s to have our guilt removed.  We need to face reality.  We need to recognize that we are sinning.  There is only one way to freedom: humbling ourselves and coming to God.  

We also try to bribe God with our good deeds or high-sounding thoughts.  “God, if you get me out of this, I will….”  God doesn’t take bribes.  He is only looking for humility.

Eating disorders come from religious substitutes.  If we have problems with receiving gifts, we may have problems with religious substitutes.  If we fear being vulnerable, we may have problems with religious substitutes.  If we have difficulty with authority, we may have problems with religious substitutes.  If we are looking for external ways of proving our value such as living beyond our means, we may have problems with religious substitutes.  If we dress down, we may have problems with religious substitutes.  A lot of the grunge look is about this.  It says that we are worth nothing because we have this guilt and want to be rejected by people in order to pay back to alleviate the pain.  This is the way our conscience works.  If we don’t take it before God, we try to fix it ourselves.  We often do this subconsciously and don’t even know we are doing it.  If we can’t trust God and others, we may have problems with religious substitutes.

There is a parable that Jesus tells us about this.

Mathew 18:23 Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.

We have the idea that we can pay God back for what we owe.  But what are we going to pay God back with?  He isn’t looking for us to pay back.  He wants to give us free forgiveness. 

Peter decided that he didn’t want Jesus to wash his feet.  He didn’t feel worthy of it.  Jesus said that if he didn’t wash his feet than he had no part in him.  Peter then said that he needed a bath.  Jesus replied that he only needed to have his feet washed.  Peter didn’t want to be indebted or vulnerable.  Peter was showing false humility.  Peter was a fisherman and was a self-made man.  When it came to spiritual things, Peter needed to humble himself.  All Peter had to do was receive that which was offered to him.

Judas felt remorse.  Instead of repenting, he hung himself.  Our need to pay back is really strong.  There are a lot of people that try to punish themselves.  Our two basic problems are legalism and license.  Legalism is a way of always feeling guilty and trying to pay back.  License tells us that we are a good guy so that there is no problem with our sinning.  We deal with guilt depending on what kind of people we are.  But guilt will drive us unless we deal with it God’s way.  

God’s desire is for us to have a conscience that works.  He doesn’t want to us go through all of this other turmoil.  We need to come to the cross God’s way.  He is trying to save us from this.  Every other religion is man’s attempt to dismiss guilt.  Through Jesus, the way up is down.  We need to surrender ourselves.  This breaks the back of legalism and superstition.  This breaks the back of self-will.  We need to realize that apart from him we can do nothing.

