The Road to the Whole World

Part A:  A Desert Encounter

Loren and Darlene got in a car accident.  Darlene wasn’t breathing.  God asked Loren if he still wanted to serve him.  Loren thought about all his possessions.  He then thought that all of these things were God’s and that without God he had nothing.  God told him to pray for Darlene.  Darlene started breathing and the police made it about one and a half hours later.  Darlene was alive but just barely and Loren had a broken back.  Then, God spoke to them and said that they would be all right.   

This taught him the relinquishing of rights.  This is so that he might work through us to accomplish his purposes.

Part B: Walking Barefoot

It’s common to wear no shoes in Hawaiian homes.  In scripture, taking off shoes has an important meaning.  What is this significance?  When God told Moses to take off his shoes because it was holy ground, Moses understood what it meant.  It was custom for slaves to take off their shoes in front of their Masters.  David walked barefoot out of Jerusalem.  Jesus walked up Mount Calvary barefoot.  He walked as a servant and slave.  Will we relinquish our rights and become his slave?  Jesus was God yet he emptied himself of his majesty and glory.  He gave up the right of being God and entered into the form of a creature (baby in a stable).  As he was living his life, he relinquished his rights.  He relinquished the right to food while fasting, the right to family, the right to a home, the right to ownership, the right to sex, the right to marriage, the right to acceptance and the right to reputation.  He even relinquished the right to a normal death and died on the cross before two thieves.  He gave up all his rights and humbled himself.  Then, God raised him up.  He exalted him so that every knee would bow to him.  But it required the relinquishing of rights while still maintaining responsibility.

First, God gives us rights.  These gifts come from the Father.  This includes families, nations, ownership, etc.  These things and rights are good.  By relinquishing our rights we are telling God that we love him.

When we are children we get money from our parents so that we can get them gifts for Christmas. It’s the same with God. What he gives us, we then offer back to him as a gift.

Mark 8:34 through Mark 8:37 (NIV) 34Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 37Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?

Why should we relinquish rights?  Can’t we get to heaven without this?  The issue is not heaven but rather mediocrity.  He wants to bless us and make us leaders.  This is the key to lifting the body of Christ.  The church needs to relinquish its rights.

God promised Joshua that the land where the sole of his foot touched would be his.  To the barefoot, God promises the rule of nations with him.  This is the greatest privilege of all.  

Every Good and Perfect Gift

Part A: The Gift of Family

Genesis 2:18 (NIV) 18The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”

God does not want us to be hermits.  He has provided the family as the most basic unit of life.  He wants this to be our foundation.  So then, why would we want to give up the family?  Doesn’t this seem counter-intuitive?  

We are to have no other Gods besides him.  This includes family.  Family can’t be above God.  We relinquish our family for his purposes.

We are to love God and then love our neighbor.  This has to do with relationships.  This is the heart.  When we relinquish our right to family, this seems scary.  We maintain our responsibilities but get rid of rights.  This brings about rewards of relationship with God and with one another.

Relationships are a gift from God.  When we relinquish them, we are telling God that he is the Lord of our lives.  Many children of missionaries leave the work of God.  However, parents also need to relinquish their rights to their children.  If we pray for relinquishing, our attitudes will change.  Self-pity and bitterness are signs of not relinquishing.  If parents have this, their children may also reflect this because they didn’t know any better.  Many who become bitter in the work of the Lord do so simply because of an attitude passed on.  

1 Kings 5:14 (NIV) 14He sent them off to Lebanon in shifts of ten thousand a month, so that they spent one month in Lebanon and two months at home. Adoniram was in charge of the forced labor.

This was a pretty smart plan.  God told this to Loren.  Don’t be gone for more than a month from his family.  Also that he shouldn’t be gone for more than a third of the year.  Loren never broke this except twice when he prayed about it.  By doing this God had blessed them with a trailer home in Europe for his travels.  God worked to keep his family together while he was traveling because they had relinquished their rights.  Make it God’s responsibility and not yours.  

Part B: The Gift of Marriage

We also need to give up this right.  We don’t have the right to get married.  Loren didn’t meet Darlene until he was 27 so he knows what this is about.  He relinquished this right and then was blessed.  We need to give this right to the Lord. Then one day  he may tell us to “look at that one.” 

However, look at Paul.  Maybe God will call us for something deeper than marriage.  God maybe wants to use us for something else.  If God calls us, that is his business.  He will make it right for us.  He is gracious and knows what is best for all of us.  However, we can’t find this until we relinquish our rights to the Lord.  We have to relinquish the right to choose.  His ways are always the most fulfilling.  

If we save our life, we will lose it.  However, if we lose our life, we will save it.  

God knows relationship and knows us.  He knows what is best for us.  Anything God calls us to is for the best.  We don’t have to feel bitter or that we are missing out on something.  He is the key to all fulfillments.

Almighty God or Almighty Dollar?

Part A: God of our Finances

Scripture has over 3000 references to finances.  Money cannot be our goal or our motivation.  However, it is practically needed every day.

Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

We are to have treasure in heaven and not in earth.  How can we do this?

Preach the Gospel everywhere in the  world. If each Christian gave just five dollars, we would be able to buy bibles for everyone in the world.  There are people dying of starvation right now.  How can we meet those needs?

We can’t serve money and God.  We are the servants.  It is not really our money.  It’s a question of how much of God’s money that we keep to ourselves rather than how much we give to God.  

It is not what we have but rather what we do with it.

Part B: Good Stewards Under God

We need to relinquish our rights to all of our possessions.  We need to be willing to release it as God tells us to.  

Joshua 19:49 (NIV) 49When they had finished dividing the land into its allotted portions, the Israelites gave Joshua son of Nun an inheritance among them,

This is what God told Loren after they had given up their home.  Then, God had provided a home for them through all of the YWAM workers.  

Two-thirds of all the wealth in the world is controlled by Christian nations and individual Christians.  

Many missionaries live off of faith for their finances.  There are numerous stories here.  Will we stand in faith?  God wants to test us to see if our faith will grow.  He wants us to move with his heart in the realm of money.  

When we look at the poor, we wonder which ones to give to.  God will tell us.  We need to be responsible with what we have but yet relinquish.  Where God guides, he also provides.  YWAMers all raise their own support.  No one gets a salary.  In addition, corporate YWAM trusts God for support.  However, it all starts with our individual relationship with God.  

God is most concerned about character.  He wants us to be aware of how we are conducting ourselves.  Money and things aren’t the most important things to him.  Where is our focus?

We are not controllers.  We are servants.  We need to open our hands rather than direct.  

I Am What I Am

Part A: Lights In Darkness

Everyone has a call.  Jesus told us to go into the entire world.  We have to have a call to stay at home.  We have our call from Jesus.  He is sending us as the Father sent him.  We are to be a light and a part of changing the world around us.  Will we listen to the call?  This call includes taking the light to the darkest parts of the world.

Many of today’s resources in the church aren’t being used to reach the darkest parts of the world.

Missionary means “one sent.”  Everyone can be a missionary.  God wants to send us.  We are God’s representatives everywhere we go.  We are a light in the world, representing Christ.  

If we hang onto our rights, the rest of the world won’t hear about Jesus.  We have to be willing to leave the things that we love.  We have to relinquish our rights to things that we like.  

Part B: That All May Hear

Loren went to a village where they never heard of God.  Why would they listen to him?  They ended up calling a holiday and everyone came.  They wanted to see Loren because they have never seen a foreigner before.  As Loren shared the message, he started with how God created everything and the ultimate creation was man.  It was a simple message.  Loren saw the spirit of God be born into this village.  

However, Loren had to leave something in order to get to the village.  We have to give up something to gain the kingdom of God.  We take it with violence.  The violence is a radical obedience to God.  

There are more Avon representatives than missionaries.  Is this right?

We need to relinquish our rights to all of our comforts.  Only then will the “real good” life begin.  This will be the good of eternal value.  Today, we know that over half of the world has heard the gospel.  This is narrowing every year.  We are closing the gap but the last part is the most difficult.  

Jesus has told every generation to go.  Will our generation go?

Of No Reputation 

Putting Jesus Above Reputation

Look at the story of Joseph.  Joseph told his brothers that he had a vision of him over them.  While Joseph is a slave, his character is being shaped.  He had no rights.  However, he is still exalted to a place of leadership.  The Joseph loses his reputation after the accusation.  He becomes a nobody again.  He lost his reputation of his morals wrongly.  But God can take the attacks of the enemy and use them for our good.

Do we relinquish our reputations?

Proverbs 22:1 (NIV) 1 A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.

Reputation is earned but can be destroyed.  When we understand the value of reputation, we can understand what it is that we need to relinquish.

We are responsible to the truth.  Our reputation itself must be relinquished.  Jesus did that.

Philippians 2:6 (NIV) 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,

Jesus was equal to God but he did not cling to this.  He emptied himself and took the form of a human being.  The creator became the creature.  This is the ultimate in humility.  How can majesty and omnipotence be humble?  Humility is a virtue.  It is not denying who we are.  Christ admitted that he was the Son of God.  We need to be willing to be known for who we are.  There is no pride involved.  

Isaiah 53:1 through Isaiah 53:3 (NIV) 1
Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.  He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Jesus was God but he was called the son of the devil.  He was perfect but everything that he did was questioned.  

How can we minister without reputation?  Almost all of the great ministers had walked through a period of time when they walked without a reputation.  God is above everything.  We just need to obey.  We can’t get the “man of God” reputation without losing the human reputation.

Part B: Being Known in Heaven and Feared in Hell

We can lose our reputation a number of different ways.  When we relinquish it to God, he will take it and use it.  Our reputation will be challenged at one point or another.  When this comes, we need to handle it without rebellion.  If we are in ministry, we will have direct attacks.  Anyone who uses threats cannot be of God.  Warnings are of God.  Whenever there is fear in our life than we are vulnerable to threats.  When we relinquish rights, there is nothing that can get to us.  If we have the Fear of Man, people can kill our reputation.  

Our goal should be to be known in heaven.  God will take care of our reputation if we take care of our responsibilities.  As we walk the way of Jesus and of humility, some will be known and some will be unknown.  However, it is only being known in heaven that really matters.  It is God that decides.  We need to relinquish to him.

The key to relinquishing is the joy that we have in relationship to the Father.  It is a love gift to him and not legalism or something we should dread.  It should be a spontaneous gift of giving.  

The Right to Be Free and Alive

The Right to Life and Freedom

God gave us two responsibilities in the beginning.  The first was to multiply and be fruitful.  The second was to manage the earth.  

After that came the right to life and the right of freedom to choose.  Think about these.  This is at the heart cry of every revolution that is trying to crumble a dictatorship.  We need to understand what life is about.  God gives us these two rights.  When we relinquish these rights God gives us the opportunity for eternal life and freedom.

YWAM saw miracles in the first half of its history.  Not one person died with YWAM during this time period.  The Hand of God was obvious.  God will protect us.  The enemy can’t do anything unless God allows it.

We cannot have this sense unless we relinquish the right to life.  

After the first half of history in YWAM, God told YWAM that they would now start having deaths in their ministry.  However, they are still supposed to thank him for his faithfulness.  As this began, the death rate of YWAMers was still below the death rate of any major city.  However, when God chooses, we must relinquish these rights.  

Often times the right of our own life is harder than that of others.  To relinquish this to God is to be free from the fear of death.  How are we going to get to all of the nations of the world without risk?  However, when we look at this divinely, there is no risk.

Part B: Reaching the Whole World

How can we go to a closed nation without relinquishing our rights?  There are some big opportunities out there; who is ready?  

There are no closed nations as long as you are willing to go in without coming back out.

How are we going to reach guerillas for Jesus?  You might have to become a prisoner to reach them.

If we were God, would we have put Paul in prison?  We would have to say No.  Somehow God didn’t choose that for Paul.  There are times in our life that we may lose our freedom.  But we lose it to Christ so that we may gain it eternally.  

What we do with these two areas will make a difference in whether we will fulfill what God has in store for us.

The fulfillment will be winning the world for Jesus in God’s way.

I’ve Got a Right To Be Mad

Part A: Forgiveness

We have to choose to forgive no matter what we go through.  This is the only way to freedom.  Forgiveness is for our sake as well as for the sake of others.  If we don’t forgive, we can’t be forgiven ourselves.  There is something in our hearts that needs to be released to allow us to live in forgiveness.  

Forgiveness is a choice but also a commandment.  We cannot be forgiven unless we choose to forgive.  We don’t wait until we feel like it but rather do it because God tells us to do it.  Forgiveness is relinquishing the right for personal justice.  But God does this to us all of the time.  He forgives us for our sin.

Part B: Hindrances to Forgiveness

Why don’t we forgive?  There are hindrances.  The first hindrance is choosing not to forgive.  A lot of immorality can be traced to bitterness.  Bitterness can only be countered by forgiveness.  Fear also hinders forgiveness.  We may be afraid that it could happen again.  

While on the cross, Jesus asked for our forgiveness.  No one was repenting at this moment but yet he asked for it.  Often people don’t know the damage that they are doing.  Someone has to stop the cycle and forgive.  

Pride is also a hindrance.  Forgiving is humbling.  Jealousy also hinders.  

Failure to forgive ourselves sometimes causes us not to forgive others.  By judging others we are usually judging things that are in our own hearts.  Forgiveness is costly.  It is costly inside.  But its biggest cost is on the cross.

How to Be Super Lamb

Part A: Lambs Among Wolves

Jesus was the most humble in the world but was also the most powerful.

Luke 10:3 (NIV) 3Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.

Look at the story of Samson.  Have we ever asked “Why Satan”?  Why didn’t God just zap him or just get him out of the earth?  The existence of Satan will bring greater praise to God in preparing us for eternity.  If we are going to grow in stress and under attack, it is going to be right here on earth.  For these reasons God is leaving Satan on earth.  It was God’s idea to say, “Have you considered my servant Job?”.  

God desires to destroy the works of the devil through our obedience.  God wants us to follow him.  In order to follow him, we have to learn to minister in the opposite of that with which Satan is attacking us.  The opposite spirit is that of Jesus.  Through our obedience we are pleasing God.  When the attack comes, don’t ask, “Why me?”  Instead, praise him and ask for grace to obey.  The second reason that he allows the attacks is that as we obey we extend the kingdom of Christ.  Whey does he use us?  He includes us relationally in his family.  He gives us purpose and makes us part of the family.  He wants to give us a role.  Thirdly, Satan attacks us because he wants to get at God.  God allows the attack to provide for us. “Out of the eater, came something to eat.”  The honey came out of the Lion that attacked Samson.  The victories that go to God when we obey please God very much.  Out of this he is able to provide for our needs out of any attack.  

Part B: Responding in the Opposite Spirit

Jesus sends us out as lambs.  We are not to respond the way worldly people respond.  We are not to respond like wolves.  We are lambs.  The speed of darkness is the speed of light.  It has to flee as fast as light come.  For every attack of the enemy, there is a way out that God has provided.  We have to use God’s way and not the worldly way.  We win by overcoming in the spirit world.  The way we war is to war in the opposite spirit.  By the blood of the lamb we can overcome.  It is the spirit of Jesus that will cause us to be more than conquerors.

The Opposite Spirit

Part A: Winning in the Opposite Spirit

We have to learn how to do things God’s way.  We need to recognize as Christians the way that heaven must have it.  So often we see ourselves as victims.  In reality, we are to be overcomers.  We are to love him supremely and relinquish our rights.  Through this we are able to live in the opposite spirit.

Galatians 5:16 through Galatians 5:26 (NIV) 16So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.  19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
We are not giving up truth here.  We need to relinquish the right to be right though.  This is not compromising.  For as little as we disagree with other denominations, it is ridiculous.  We can’t know all truth.   Only God knows all truth.  However, we still need to act as one body and love one another.

There is also a spirit of greed.  How do we oppose it?  God doesn’t always give Christians a deal.  He wants justice.  If we are buying something, we should ask God how much we should pay for something.  We do not always have to pray against greed.  Maybe we should do the opposite.  Why not get generous?  God can provide.  We do not always have to just give money.  We can give more than that.  We can give some of our other possessions.  This often touches something deeper than cold cash.  The spirit of greed is driven out by the opposite: generosity.

As we continue to give (even sentimental stuff), we realize that is isn’t painful.  It becomes fun.  

Part B: Walking in the Opposite Spirit

There are people who are wounded.  God doesn’t hate wounded people.  The very feeling that causes people to be rejected has to be ministered to in the opposite spirit.  If we don’t move in the opposite, we are not working with God.  We need to hate the sin but love the sinner.

The spirit of Fear is another.  Perfect love casts out all fear.  When we have fear, just love.  So many of us end up moving in the same spirit as the enemy.  We always have to be working in the opposite.  We have to do it like Jesus would do it.  This is how we win.  We win doing it God’s way.  We win as lambs in the midst of wolves.

When we have relinquished our rights, we have nothing to fear from the enemy.  A little girl with Jesus inside is stronger than anything that the enemy can bring.  When we move in the opposite spirit, we become the meek who truly inherit the earth.

Winning It All

Part A: A Blessing To All Nations

When Adam and Eve sinned, they released Satan into this world.  He was given counterfeit authority.  When we sin, we extend his authority.  Sin is the will of Satan.  It establishes his throne on earth.

God turned to Adam and Eve and told them to be fruitful and multiply.  That’s what we’ve done.  God also said to rule over the world and manage it.  Satan is not the opposite of God.  He is part of the created set of all existent things.  He is not nearly as powerful as God.  God uses humans to work in the world.  Satan can only use us.  So, we are the battleground.  God loves us.  Through Christ, he wants to bless us so that we can bless the world.

Romans 2:29 (NIV) 29No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a man’s praise is not from men, but from God.
God will bless us so that through us the nations will be blessed.  This is the promise of God to Abraham.  We are not saved only to be blessed.  If this were the case, we should go to heaven right after we are saved.  But, we are to bless the nations.  We are to bless the nations with the good news of Jesus.  We are to disciple the nations.  We can’t do it by force.  

We must understand that we only do things that Jesus commanded us to do.  We need to take the leadership that God gives us and serve as he opens the doors.  We need to be grateful for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Part B: Winning Through Serving

Is there anything too hard for God?  Why does God seem to lose power when we include us as the channel?  Is there anything too hard for God to do through us?  There is an element of obedience that requires the relinquishment of rights.  

Satan uses this.  Satan needs willing vessels.  He targets a few in leadership over society.  He uses them to control the masses.  Our job is not to control, but to serve.  How do you teach a nation?  We need to get them in a classroom.  Here are seven different ways to change a nation.  This is not something new.  God has been trying to give us this strategy for a long time.  

1. Home/Family:  People learn good and bad things from their family.  Truth is not necessarily being taught.  However, it is still a classroom.  God want us to set up Christian families that will be models for others.  It is this truth that begins to teach.

2. Church:  The church is to be a light into the nation.  We need to show and teach people how to be the church.

3. School:  Millions of children are sitting in classrooms.  Education is a phenomenal teaching place where people get their values.  This is a major means to bring about teaching.  In the Word, God gave family and church the responsibility (not gift) to teach and not the government.

4. Media: This is printed and electronic media.

5. Entertainment:  This is sports, arts, and music.  Christians have to become part of this.  Why aren’t there Christians in Hollywood?  We need to seize back these areas of our society to present the glories of God’s truth.  

6. Business:  This includes sciences, technology, and healthcare.  These areas influence us dramatically.  There will be businessmen that will do everything for the glory of God.  

7. Government:  This can happen in government too.  If we see the greatness of God, we can see the kingdom of God on earth (The Lord’s Prayer).

We win the world by serving.  If we try to save our life, we will lose it.  Will we take our shoes off and take up our cross?  Will we win the world?
