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Hearing the Voice of God

-- Kathy Ryan

~ Hearing the voice of God is foundational.  Because it is a foundation we never arrive – we only keep going deeper.  We have to invest ourselves in it for it to grow.  

~ Bereans – a group of people in Acts 17, who Paul went to visit after he ran for his life.  They give us a good attitude of heart to look at when we start anything in life.  The Bereans were a nobler people and they eagerly received the truth that Paul had for them.  They weighed it up against the word of God to see if what he said might be true.  Our responsibility as Christians is to be eager and hungry for the truth.  

~ Regardless of the packages which truth comes to us, we have to receive the truth.  But not to blindly receive it, but weigh it against the Scripture.  There is a way to receive the truth in a mature way.  Some people do not receive truth eagerly but receive it suspiciously.  Are we eager for truth or busy protecting what we think we already know?  We need to recognize the times that we are having troubles receiving the truth.  However, there is a difference between grappling and reasoning and suspiciously throwing something away.

~ God’s voice will not always come at us the way we want it to or the ways that we are used to it coming.  

~ “It is impossible to effectively function as a Christian without hearing God’s voice.”

--Joy Dawson

Why did God create us?  

~ God created us for relationship.  This is very basic and foundational.  What does this tell us about God – He is relational.  God is the one who thought all of this up and even the whole concept of relational.  This tells us something about His character – He is knowable.  If someone is not knowable, then you are not able to have a relationship with him.  This means that God is sold out to having a relationship with us.  He is committed to making Himself known to us and having us known to Him.  

~ God goes out of His way to make a point.  How did God create the world?  He spoke it into existence.  That’s why creation speaks and testifies the very character of God.  That is why Jesus and the Bible are called “The Word”.  God has got things to say.  

~ When Kathy went to Latvia, people always recognized Michael Jordan as something associated with Chicago where she is from.  What if I wanted to get to know Michael Jordan?  You could watch videos, etc.  But we would still not know Michael Jordan?  No, we would only know about him.  Communication is missing.  Without communication we will not have much of a relationship.  A lot of Christians read books, go to seminars, and watch videos, etc.  And do they know God or do they know about Him?  We will never grow if we don’t make the truth our own.  We cannot live on someone else’s faith.  

~ If we do not make truth our own, it will all leak out.  We live in a second hand mentality world where we can here everyone else’s truth.  But this will never be something that we can stand on with our own two feet unless we go over it with God.  We have to make it our own.  

~ How do you think Dawn if she got into the car with Kathy and Kathy never communicated with her? – Ignored.  How do you think God feels when we do this even if we are doing something good?  God wants us to treat Him as if He really exists.  Because He does.  As wonderful as a quiet time is, this is not all God is.  God is someone that wants to abide with us on a regular basis.  

~ What are our expectations that we will hear from God on any given day at any given time?  Or do we only think that it will only come from a Peter Helms, from a Pastor, or from a seminar?  God wants us to have an expectancy that we will hear from Him at any time in our lives.  He wants us to treat Him like He really exists.  He is always there.  He never leaves us.  Do we act this way?  Do we expect this?

~ We need to ask God about the little things too.  (The peanut butter example with Natalie.  God is there peanut butter in heaven?)  God wants to have a relationship with us all the time – during the big issues and the small issues.  Do we treat God like He is only our crisis solver?  We often only trought Him out when we are in a crisis.  But He is a God of peanut butter.  He is a God who is next to us when we are brushing our teeth.  He is not just someone who we fit into our schedules.  There is nothing too ordinary or too mundane about our lives that God does not want to be included in.  

~ God enjoys a lot of stuff.  He enjoys it when you play golf.  He enjoys the things that I enjoy.  He does not just enjoy the things that we would typically classify as spiritual.  What has God put in us that we really enjoy?  And do we include Him in it?  All times are God times – it’s continual relationship.  It is so simple and so natural because He thought it up in the first place and He is knowable.  

~ Find what works for you in your relationship with God.  What will help you go deeper in your relationship with God?  We each may have different ways to communicate with God.  What works for you?  There are things that God has placed in you that release you to a greater relationship with Him.  

References:

Two examples of God’s voice

Psalm 29:3-9

1 Kings 19:11-13

~ God does not just talk in one way or one voice.  

Proverbs 20:12 “the hearing ear and the seeing eye, God has made both of them”  God created them and thought them up.  He will be our teacher.

John 27 “my sheep will hear my voice and they will follow me”  In the original translation it means that He will speak in such a way that we can hear Him.

John 18:37 “I have come into the world to bear witness to the truth”

Isaiah 30:20-21 Although the Lord has given you bread of privation and water of oppression, He, your Teacher will no longer hide Himself, but your eyes will behold your Teacher.  Your ears will hear a word behind you, “This is the way, walk in it,” whenever you turn to the right or to the left.
~ God wants to speak specifically to us not only generally.  He wants to give us the details.

Isaiah 51:4  Pay attention to Me, O My people, and give ear to Me, O My nation; for a law will go forth from Me, and I will set My justice for a light of the peoples.

John 8:47  He who is of God hears the words of God…

Revelation 3:20  Behold I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears My voice and opens the door,  I will come in and will dine with him, and he with Me. 

Ways by which God speaks:

1. In an Audible Voice.  1 Samuel 3:1-10

2. Through Angels.  Gabriel to Mary

3. Through Dreams and Visions. Example Joseph and Loren Cunningham

4. Through the Godly Counsel of other Christians. Proverbs 15:22 and Acts 6:1-15

5. Through the Gifts of the Spirit. Romans 1:11 and 1 Corinthians 12

6. Through People in Ministry. 1 Peter 4:11

7. Through His word, the Bible.  Psalm 119:9-11

a. We should also read the Bible to discover God and not just what we can get out of it.

b. Let the Scripture to speak to us.  Imagine what it would be like to be in it.  Kathy’s coat example at Jesus’ triumphal entry

8. Through your Spirit (your inner voice).  We also will know in our minds.  This is not spooky.  It is just a very natural response in our relationships with God.

9. Through Pictures and Images: Amos 8:1-2 and Jeremiah 1:11-13

Conditions for hearing God and Reasons for not hearing God:

1. Humility. Psalm 25:9

a. Pride prevents us.  It never occurs to us that we need to hear from God.

2. Faith. Hebrews 11:6

a. Unbelief – refusal to believe and obey God because of ignorance of His character and view for self supremacy.  A person in unbelief will try to build protection around them. It limits us.  Did God really say?  Is God good?  Disloyalty.  The dark room where we develop our negatives.  It keeps us from entering into the truth and promises of God.

3. Strong desire.  Proverbs 8:17, Psalm 27:7-8, James 4:8, Hosea 6:3

a. Apathy

4. Clean heart. Isaiah 59:1-2

a. Sin

5. Waiting. Isaiah 26:8-9

a. Impatience.  We are always in a hurry.  If we wait on God, He will renew our strength. 

Two reasons we might not hear God:

b. We haven’t responded to the last thing He told us.  We should take seriously when we hear from God.  It calls for a response.  Sometimes He will not tell us another thing until we responded to the other.  How responsible were you with the last times He spoke.

c. Sometimes we are not asking the right questions.  We need to ask God what His priorities.  If we are barking up the wrong tree, He will let us know.

Three Challenges to take before God

1. 1 Kings 10:1-9  Queen of Sheba – She wasn’t satisfied to just hear the reports.  She had to find out her self.  She traveled 1250 miles on a camel to visit King Solomon.  This is a very long journey on a camel.  She had to really want to know for her to do this.  She didn’t come empty handed.  She came with many spices, precious stones, and 4 tons of gold.  When she got there, Solomon met her and showed her everything and answered all of her hard questions.  She said that Solomon was amazing and said how fortunate the Israelites were.  She went away rejoicing about the God of Solomon.  The key thing is that she had to find out for herself.  Now, she saw herself and found out that she had not seen the half of it.  By seeing for herself she found this out.  How about us?  This is the challenge for us.  To what degree are we going to be satisfied through someone else’s walk with God.  But ultimately we must experience for our selves.  We have to have a living relationship with the King of Kings or we will not know the half of it.  Look at your relationship with God and to what degree have you been settling for only half of it?

2. What is your expectation level for hearing God by your self on a daily basis?  Isaiah 50:4-5  “The Lord God has given me the tongue of disciples, that I may know how to sustain the weary one with a word.  He awakens Me morning by morning, he awakens My ear to listen as a disciple.  The Lord God has opened me ear; and I was not disobedient nor did I turn back.” Our God is looking for disciples.  Our God is looking for us.  There is a commitment there – morning by morning, day in and day out.  Then He will entrust us with a words for others.  He will give us a word in season and out of season to sustain others.  But it is only as we sit with Jesus every day.  So we might know Him and know Him better and so He can flow out of us.  What is your expectation that God wants that for you?  Respond to Him in this.

3. Challenge of Hannah (Samuel’s mother) 1 Samuel chapter 1-2.  Hannah was barren and wanted children.  She would pray yearly for a son.  She knew her only hope was the life giver.  Finally, one year she stood there and asked “God give me the son and I will give him right back to you.”  Relationship is two-way.  What are we in this for?  Are we wanting God only to fix us or are we wanting a two way relationship?  And God blessed her.  What are we willing to give back?  Are we in this just to get?  Any relationship that is worth anything is a giving and a receiving relationship.

