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Free As A Slave

-- Winkie Pratney

2 Corinthians 12:15 (NIV) 15So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have and expend myself as well. If I love you more, will you love me less?

~ People fall into two categories.  1. Those who love to spend money.  No sooner do we get it than we are looking for ways to spending it.  2. Those who don’t like to spend money.  These are the Scrooge McDucks.  

Mark 12:13-17 (NIV) 13Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words. 14They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not? 15Should we pay or shouldn’t we?” But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” he asked. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 16They brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?”  “Caesar’s,” they replied.  17Then Jesus said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.”  And they were amazed at him.

~ This was a really tricky question.  It probably took them three years to think of this question.  Jesus’ reply was great.  He put the power and authority into perspective.  God made man His image.  Stamped on our lives is God’s image.  We are to render our lives to Him just as we would render Caesar’s coin to Caesar.  

~ How many of us have been angry, worried, or greedy?  How many can guarantee that we won’t have these feelings again?

~ The issue of rights is one of the most fundamental questions.  People are always demanding different rights.  In the early 1960s there were all kinds of “movements” for this type of thing.  If we emphasize rights, we will always increase the rebellion in a nation.  Instead, we need to emphasize responsibilities.  In America we have a Bill of Rights.  It is really a document about what the government is not allowed to do.  However, we need to look at a more basic question.

Philippians 1:1 (NIV) 1Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons:

James 1:1 (NIV) 1James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:  Greetings.

2 Peter 1:1 (NIV) 1Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours:

Romans 6:11-23 (NIV) 11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.19I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. 20When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
~ The favorite description of Christians is a bondservant as we see in the above passages (Look at King James Version also).  There were many types of servants.  Society cannot exist unless a controlling power is put on the will and appetite.  As people break away from discipline, they become prey to dictatorial forces in society. 

Four different types of government
1. Democracy – God can trust people to be wise

2. Oligarchy – You pick out a group of people to be wise.

3. Monarchy – You have a king who may be appointed.

4. Dictatorship – People are really stupid so we have a dictator to direct them.  There is more power in fewer people here.

~ In society there has been a move from Democracy.  There is a move to have strong powerful people to dictate terms to society.  The only thing that will change the structure of society is to have people come under the rule of God through true democracy.  Democracy is when we can trust other people to be governed by God instead of government.

~ If we are slaves, we would want to be bought otherwise we would be killed.  If we went back to somebody’s house as a slave, we would serve him.  We would not argue with the master.  Slaves have no rights of their own.  Everyone is already a slave.  We can’t help this.  It just becomes a matter of what kind of slaves we are.  This is a reality.  We don’t have a choice.  Our only choice is our master.  Will we be a slave to our own lusts or slaves to Jesus Christ?

Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV) 5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,7but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

~ Jesus Himself did what He called us to do.  The early bondservants were just doing what Jesus did.  Real freedom is to become a slave to Jesus.  But we don’t think like this.  A train is free to go as fast as it wants on the tracks.  If it comes off the tracks, it loses its freedom.  Life is similar.  Life has rules just like trains have tracks.

~ One of the major issues the Western world has neglected is the teaching that people are to be love slaves to Jesus.  In the old days, Christians repented of four things: world, flesh, devil, and own righteousness.  We more or less do the first three things today.  However, we lack the last one.  We very rarely repent of our own righteousness.  Our own righteousness is really our own “good things” outside of the righteousness of God.  These can be good intentions that our outside of God’s intentions.  Nice people might not make it into the kingdom if they are stubborn.  We have to do good things in God’s way.  How do we deliver a person whose only center of life is that they are very nice person?  Their god might be their reputations.  How do we counsel the rich young ruler?  We would probably put him in the church and make him a deacon.  The rich young ruler kept the Ten Commandments since he was young.  Jesus didn’t call him a liar when he said this.  It is very well possible that he kept most or all of these.  However, the last commandment is that thou shall not covet.  The desire to be free from desire is desire.  How do we get out of this?  Jesus puts His finger not on our bad things but He puts His fingers on everything.  

~ Look at the Bible and study our own righteousness.  Look at our lives and study our own righteousness.  What good things do we value?  We need salvation that saves us from our good things and bad things.  In our culture we often associate good things with our rights.

Six different rights:

1. The Right of Acceptance:  We all want to be accepted.  We don’t want to be rejected.  We want to belong and thought well of.  We want to be cared for.  

2. The Right of Accomplishment:  We all want to do something worthwhile in our lives.  Why are we here?  

3. The Right of Provision:  This is having food, money and shelter, etc.

4. The Right of Possessions:  “Mine” is one of the nastiest words.  

5. The Right of Safety:  This is the idea of being protected from danger and sickness.  We want our airplanes to be safe and expect them to be so.  Most people don’t mind dying; they just don’t want to get hurt.

6. The Right of Security:  This is the assurance of tomorrow.  This is a sense of guidance and purpose.

~ In the Scripture, these things all belong to the only person with the ultimate right (Jesus).  When we are under Jesus, we don’t own our lives anymore.  We belong to Him.  This is just like making a legal transfer of ownership.  Jesus owns us lock, stock, and barrel.  This may shock us but it is true.

~ Meek is a wonderful word.  We usually think of “Jesus, meek and mild.”  What do we really think of?  Some people think of “Meeky Mouse”.  Others think that meekness is equal to weakness.  This is not true.  Meekness can be illustrated best by the idea of a broken horse.  You take a horse with all of its fire and you put it under the control of a new master.  You are training it.  The horse still retains all of its power but it is yielded to another master.  Meekness is a yielded will to the Father.  It is the idea of a servant’s heart.  This is a non-optional principle.  It is required.  It is a command.  

~ Another example in the Bible is Moses.  When we first meet Moses in the Bible, he is killing an Egyptian.  Moses was not a weak person.  He yielded his great strength.  

Three practical consequences when our rights aren’t yielded:

1. Selfish Anger

2. Worry

3. Greed

~How do we deal with anger?  We usually have three dumb ways.  Anger starts with irritation.  Irritation starts with an “it.”  Our mail doesn’t come on time.  Our pen doesn’t work.  It also starts with a “them”.  Our roommate snores.  The trash pickup is at 6:00 am in the morning.  Lastly, it starts with a “me”.  We have zits.  We have bad hair, etc.  We can’t avoid irritation.  It is inevitable.  It doesn’t matter where we go, we will always have irritations.  However, there is a way to transform irritation to work for us.  We can use it to reveal to us things that which we don’t have control.  The kick doesn’t create what is in the barrel.  It just reveals what is in it.  We can use irritation to help us reveal areas that are unexplored in our heart.  This helps us live out our Christian lives practically.

~ We shouldn’t blow up, hold in, or fight back with our anger.  Don’t do any of these.

~ When pressure comes, we need to find the right that is being challenged.  We need to ask the Spirit what right is being threatened and write it down.  Once that right is identified, we should burn this right.  Look at Abraham and Isaac – the hardest things to give up are the things that God has given us.  Lastly, we should expect God to test this right.  When we do this as a life principle, we will think everything is beautiful.  He usually tests us within a short period of time.  

