DTS Summer 2001 Outreach to New Haven and Kenya

8/28/01 thru 9/5/01 – YWAM Axiom in New Haven

We worked as a team with the YWAM New Haven Base.  Included on our team were Jewel Huber, Danielle Ellis, Jeff Bartholomew, Bob Girard, Spark Eastwood, Bekah Haegeland, Rachel Richardson, Patrick Chan, Jon Ruthazer, Mike Butak, and Greg Ruhland.  Mirijiam was also with us in New Haven.  Most of our ten-day stay in New Haven was spent making improvements to their three properties.  Here is a list of the renovations that we worked on:

· Scraped the paint off the front door and then stained it

· Scraped and painted the window frames 

· Installed a new ceramic tile bathroom floor

· Installed a new vinyl tile kitchen floor

· Installed a new ceramic tile floor in the butler’s pantry 

· Installed ceramic tile on the counter of the butler’s pantry

· Painted the cement walls and pillars in the basement kitchen 

· Installed and fixed a bathroom sink

· Helped one staff family move into their new flat

· Helped one staff member pack his belonging to move out

· Sanded and refinished the old wood floor of a whole flat

· Painted almost everything in a new flat (doors, cupboards, walls, window frames, etc.)

· Cleaned a cement floor in the basement kitchen with acid so that it could eventually be painted

· Painted a mural in the city at a doctor’s office

While in New Haven we also did some other fun stuff.  On the first Saturday some of us took the train into New York City and hung out for the day.  Danielle got to go into New York City during the first weekend for her friend’s wedding in Central Park.  Some people went to a Shakespeare play in the park.  We also toured Yale University and went to the Yale Museum.  On Labor Day (9/3/01) YWAM New Haven had a cookout for their entire base and us.  

9/5/01 thru 9/7/01 – On our way to Kenya

We traveled from New Haven by car to Newark.  We witnessed a car accident right in front of us.  Through God’s protection, both of our cars were able to avoid the accident and we were able to make it to the airport on time.  We flew from Newark to Amsterdam to Nairobi.  On 9/7/01 we had a day of rest at the Nairobi YWAM office where we had slept the night before.

9/8/01 thru 9/11/01 – U of N Workshop

We attended the U of N conference.  We met Warren, Elaine, and John Henry there.  We attended the main session and a lot of the breakout sessions.  There was some communication problems when we first arrived so we stayed at the hotel the first night but stayed at the hostels (dormitories) all of the other nights.

9/12/01 thru 9/26/01 - MaasaiLand

We did ministry in MaasaiLand.  Japheth and Veronica from YWAM Kenya went along with us to help us with language translating and cooking.  On our way in the van out to the church that we stayed with (Bethany Mission Church) we hit a dic dic (small deer).  We brought it into the van and then cooked it for supper the next day.  Our schedule was pretty much doing hut-to-hut ministry in the morning and church seminars at night.  For the hut-to-hut ministries we would often walk two hours one way to a Boma (family village of roughly 5 different houses).  Most of the time the men were out herding the sheep and cattle but we were quite lucky to talk to as many men as we did.  The Maasai were a very hospitable people and were very receptive of us.  While we went out on these visits two people always stayed back at the church to prepare lunch and to watch our belongings.  Members from the church also went with us to help translate.  We would have to translate from English to Swahili to Maasai.  Here is a summary of some of the statistics of the hut-to-hut time:

· Roughly 14 men, 19 women, and 17 children said that they wanted to commit their lives to Christ.  These numbers are rough numbers as many times it was hard to keep track when we were speaking to a larger group. – After one of these times just as we were helping to lead them in the sinner’s prayer a goat that was standing next to us prophetically gave birth to twins.  God then put it on our hearts to go back and visit this Boma at a later date.  When we went back to visit, we washed their feet and three more men that weren’t there the first time wanted to give their lives to Christ.  On the way home the ladies from the church told us that these men had been witchdoctors. 

· We prayed for roughly 8 sick people

· We spent time with and encouraged 35 people who were already Christians.  This included a whole Boma (village) with roughly 20 people.

Here is a summary of some of the other ministries that we did with Bethany Mission Church in Ilbissel:

· Held 8 night seminars at the church – they would lead a time of worship, one of us would give a testimony and then one of us would disciple them with a short teaching.

· Helped run two of the kid’s church services on Sundays before the main service

· Gave the message for two of their Sunday services

· Held two youth rallies after the normal Sunday service in which we had several hours to address the youth (12 years and older)

· Gave a one-hour presentation at the local school with a drama, testimony, and a brief word.  There were over 500 kids at this presentation.

· We held two open air times on the weekend pretty much right across the street from the Muslim mosque.

Here are some of the other highlights from MaasaiLand:

· A scorpion stung Danielle while she was sleeping.  

· Bob gave all of the little kids necklaces with a cross.

· The girls found a dead rat in their mattresses one morning.

· Bob bought a steer and threw a party for the whole church on our last Sunday there.  This was a good time of fellowship for the church.  All of the children from the neighborhood were also invited so they were able to get a good, nutritious meal.

· We spent a couple of hours one Saturday just playing games with the neighborhood kids.

· There was one specific man, Micah, that Jon and Japheth led to the Lord.  The whole team had prayed with this guy’s mother and wife for his salvation.  It was one of the more powerful salvations as we know there would be follow up and that there are people there ready to disciple him.  It was also encouraging just to see how God used Jon and how sincere Micah was.

· Jeff prayed for a little girl that was sick.  When he started praying for her with Pastor Julius the girl could not even hold herself up while sitting as she was very weak and not responsive.  They did not know exactly what was causing this.  They prayed for her and they could see the life coming back into her.  Later in the afternoon, she was playing with the rest of the children and had a big smile on her face.

9/27/01 thru 10/16/01 – Athi River

We stayed at the YWAM-Athi River training base the last portion of our outreach.  There was also a DTS from Australia at the base for the first two weeks of our stay. We were able to form relationships with many of these guys, which was fun.  We did mostly work duties and construction while we were there.  Here is a summary of the projects that we worked on:

· Constructed a lumber rack with a roof near the construction site

· Helped plaster the walls of the house that they were building – mixing the cement, hauling the cement in wheelbarrows, fetching water, cleaning the floors etc.

· Sifted the sand to use in the cement mixing

· Planted flowers and plants

· Helped with regular work duties – cleaning toilets, cleaning spider webs, cleaning the kitchen, washing dishes, cooking, wood chopping, slashing, taking out the trash and fetching water etc.

· Put new plastic to cover some of the windows

· Planted roughly five acres of beans with the help of the Australian team

· Bob did electrical work – installed 6 to 7 lights in rooms and redid a lot of the wiring and provided lighting for the outdoor dishwashing station

· Spark worked on the Land Rover and Toyota when his arm permitted.  Bob fixed the brakes on the Land Rover.  

We did do some other ministry type of stuff:

· Jewel taught at the DTS that started there during our last week there.

· We lead one of the weekly community meetings and attended two others

· Gave a presentation at the local school with roughly 150 kids

· Helped construct a new church in Nairobi during one weekend – we helped hand mix the cement for the footings of the building.  Bob helped lead a time a prayer to dedicate and commence the pouring of the foundation for the church building.

· We went back to that same church (Dandora All Nations Gospel Church) in Nairobi for Sunday service.  We presented a song and a testimony.

· The base had intercession once a week that we went to.

Spark, Patrick, and Rachel spent a lot of time at the hospital in Machakos because Spark had contracted flesh-eating bacteria in MaasaiLand.  Spark had to be “put under” twice so that they could work on his arm.  

We also did some fun stuff during this time:

· The Australian team threw a fun night on the first Friday with a bonfire, popcorn, and games etc

· We went on safari for three days – God provided the finances so that the whole team could go

· We went to Maasai Market to shop for souvenirs

· Bob went to a Farm Show in Nairobi

· Celebrated Jon’s and Bob’s Birthdays with a cake during our tea breaks on the respective days

· We ate at the Carnivore our second to last day there

· The base leadership took us to an Indian Buffet for lunch on our last day there

10/16/01 thru 10/17/01- Traveling Home

We traveled home.  Our flight from Amsterdam to Newark was canceled.  KLM was not very helpful in getting us back home and we spent almost all of our 7-hour layover in Amsterdam trying to arrange our flights back to Madison.  We were originally supposed to fly on US Airways from Newark to Pittsburgh to Madison.  Since our flight to Newark was cancelled, KLM decided to fly us from Amsterdam to Detroit to Newark but then we would miss the US Airways flight.  We wanted KLM to fly us from Detroit to Madison instead of Newark but they wouldn’t.  We went to US Airways and they decided that they would be willing to pick us up in Detroit instead of Newark (then to Pittsburgh and keep the last leg of our original flights).  When we got to Detroit, a Northwest representative saw us ripping the Newark luggage tags off of our luggage.  She asked us why and we explained the whole situation.  The lady then brought us to the counter and booked us on a Northwest flight from Detroit to Madison (Northwest is a partner of KLM) so we arrived in Madison two hours early.  This whole experience tested patience for some of us.  For a while in Amsterdam we didn’t know how we were going to get home.  It looked like we were going to have to purchase another ticket or pays to get our US Airways tickets changed.  It was very good to see how God provided for us and how He even got us back two hours earlier than originally planned and with one less flight.

