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~ Have you ever thought about what Adam and Eve looked like the day after they were made?  Did they have belly buttons?    Imagines the first humans ever made.  Humans had to start somewhere.   We are all humans and made in the image of God.  If we go back to the first two humans, what do we think they looked like?  Were they little babies?  Were they in their twenties?  At this point there was supposed to be no death.  Did you know that we still don’t medically know why humans age?  

~ They may have looked adult-like but in one sense they were probably children.  They had all the capacities but in many aspects they would have started off like children.  Adam and Eve were naked and not ashamed.  This is the same thing children do.  Nakedness is not evil in itself.  The reason people are uncomfortable is for the same reason that people don’t want to share some things verbally.  It is a sense of intimacy.  Kids aren’t ashamed because they don’t know they are naked.

~ When kids do bad, they run and hide.  They also blame each other.  This is what children do.  Kids hear “No” a lot during the early stages of life.  

Genesis 2:16-17   And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”

~ Why does God command the above?  

Genesis 3:4-5   “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.  “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.  

Genesis 3:22   And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil.  Hue must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”
~ In Genesis 3:4, Satan deceives Eve.  In order for deception to work, there has to be an element of truth in it that makes it believable.  If it were just a lie, Eve may have caught on.  In 3:5, he says that we will be like God and know the difference between good and evil.  Satan is really challenging the character of God.  He is saying that God is keeping something from Eve and that Eve should go after it.  The subtlety is that Satan is inferring that God doesn’t care about Eve and that Eve should take care of herself.  Jump down to 3:22.  This is almost the exact same wordage as 3:5.  God knows that man has become like Him knowing good and evil.  

~ Is it evil to come to the knowledge of good and evil? 

 This is a key question.  We might be tempted to say yes because God told them not to eat of this tree.  However, the answer is probably no.  If it were yes, then God would be evil.  The knowledge of good and evil is not in itself evil.  We all start as babies with no knowledge of good and evil.  The goal of God is probably to bring us to this knowledge.  The sin came from the way Adam and Eve came to this knowledge.  They came to it by disobeying.  The sin occurs when Adam and Eve strike out on their own and stop trusting God.  Satan appeals to something good so then Adam and Eve want it.  

Hebrews 5:12-14   In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again.  You need milk, not solid food!  Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.  But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.

~ When we start off as kids it is a mirror image to the way all of us fall.  We all come in with no knowledge of good and evil.

Romans 7:9   Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and died.

~ Little children who never understand good and evil are not accountable.   

Colossians 2:16-23   Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.  These are a shadow of the things that were to come the reality, however, is found in Christ.  Do not let anyone who delight in a false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize.  Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions.  He has lost connection with the Head, for whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.  Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules:  “Do not handle! Do not taste!  Do not Touch!”?  These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings.  Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.

~ The church often focuses on the shadow instead of the substance.  

~ People often perceive Christianity as legal and elementary.  However, God wants to lead us into a place beyond this.  He wants to give us the solid food.  Milk is really preprocessed food.  When we are first born, this is all we can handle.  So is the same with the Legal vs. Gospel.  Legal is for the immature and gospel is for the mature.

~ The serpent was craftier than all other animals.  The word crafty has two possible meanings.  It sometimes means prudent in the sense of wideness.  The other definition is negative.  The word crafty has a negative and positive meaning.  A prudent person is the opposite of what a kid is.  In Hebrews there is actually a play on words going on.  The innocence of the kid is actually being contrasted by the craftiness of the serpent.  

Matthew 10:16   I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.  Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.
~ God wants to restore our innocence.  God wanted Adam and Eve to grow up with the knowledge.  Satan seized the good thing that God wanted to give to them.  The enemy temps with something good, but in the wrong way.  Should trust God for it.  

~ God has built in a way for us to tell evil without ever experiencing it.  It is the power of the imagination.  What is our imagination?  Think about the dreams that we actually think happened.  A lot of times at night we are just replaying the day, but it usually gets all mixed up.  The imagination has the ability to run a scenario in your mind and have feelings as though you have done it.  Some of us think that our imaginations get us into trouble.  Temptation is not sin.  If God didn’t make sex feel good, we wouldn’t be tempted by sexual immorality.  That’s why little kids think that sex is yucky.  Suppose food didn’t taste good.  Would we want to go eat?  God gives the capacity to enjoy it.  But these things have the ability to destroy us.  Let’s go back to the imagination.  We are often tempted sexually when we see someone’s beauty.  When we are tempted, why don’t we just ask how our spouse or kids would feel?  This is thinking through the consequences of our sin.  When we use our imaginations this way, we can feel the negative consequences instead of the good consequences.  This is how we can begin to hate sin.  

~ Why do kids learn so fast? 

 Because they don’t think they know much.  If we have a hunger like a child to know, then we will keep on learning.  We need to keep this child-like property.  God is not a God that doesn’t want us to know good and evil.  God wants to bring us to knowledge.  However, we need to listen to Him.  The more we walk with Him; the more we will understand this.  

~  The potential for temptation comes from the good things God has made.  He gives us many things to enjoy, but says if you focus on them you’ll be ruined.

