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The Fear of the Lord
-- Joy Dawson

Proverbs 8:13 To fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech.

Psalm 33:8 Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the pole of the world revere him.

Malachi 2:5 My covenant was with him, a covenant of life and peace, and I gave them to him; this called for reverence and he revered me and stood in awe of my name.

Psalm 22:23 You who fear the Lord, praise him!  All you descendants of Jacob, honor him!  Revere him, all you descendants of Israel!
~ The fear of the Lord means to have God’s attitude towards sin and at the same time to have a deep respect and understanding of His holiness.  The revelation of the glory of God which is the sum total of His character, will be the greatest incentive to the degree that you have enlightenment.  

~ Pride is the opposite of the glory of God.  When we have seen the magnificence of God, who would want to take any glory from Him?  He is worthy of all the glory.  He is glory. 

~ Anything that we do is relatively unimportant.  Our only purpose is to be with God.  Are we ruined for the ordinary?  We will be when we see Him.  We will never understand God until we have studied the holiness of God.  The glory of God and giving God the glory is linked with holiness.

Revelation 14:7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come.  Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

Revelation 15:4 Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name?  For you alone are holy.  All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.
~ If you love holiness, you are excited that God is a consuming fire.  You shall know the truth and the truth shall set us free.  Do we have a passion for truth?  When we love truth, we will love holiness.  Who cares about confession and restitution when it will give us the truth?

~ Holiness is freedom.  Who is the most holy?  God.  Who is the most free?  God.  

Jeremiah 5:22 Should you not fear me? Declare the Lord.  “Should you not tremble in my presence?  I made the sand a boundary for the sea, an everlasting barrier it cannot cross.  The waves may roll, but they cannot prevail; they may roar, but they cannot cross it.

~ There is no fear in being afraid.  When we tremble, we are standing in awe.  We are marveling at His wonder.  

Psalm 89:7 In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; he is more awesome than all who surround him.
~ The holiness of God is the most important part of God’s character.  

Isaiah 6:3 And they were calling to one another:  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”

~ They were amplifying the holiness of God’s character.  

Revelation 4:8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings.  Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”

~ John saw the four living creatures never ceasing to sing about God’s holiness.  God has chosen His holiness for these creatures to sing day and night about.  If all heaven needs to hear day and night about God’s holiness, don’t we need it even more?  

~ Have we ever wondered why the Holy Spirit was named the Holy Spirit?  Why not the Loving Spirit?  This spirit is holy.

Luke 1:34-35 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  

Luke 1:49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me – holy is his name

~ Holy is the big imprint here.  This is what is being highlighted.  It is the mark.

~ Another reason is that holiness is the basis of our respect for God.  All true love is based upon respect.  We can have compassion without respect.  We should have great compassion for everyone.  Respect is based on the holiness and righteousness of someone’s character.  We are foolish if we don’t commit ourselves to God.  Submission to the Lordship is the most logical and reasonable thing that we can do.  It is totally illogical to do anything else.  

~ We can only enter the depth of worship of God, as we understand His blazing holiness.  We can only get lost in Him to the degree that we understand how holy He is.  The best moments of our life will be when the holiness of God has been manifested before us.  This is the depth of our respect and of our love – otherwise, it is compassion.  When we see Him as holy as He is, then the respect for Him will come.  

~ Our greatest security in Him is to the degree that we understand how righteous He is.  How can we submit if we don’t understand His righteousness?  God’s intimate friends are those who hate sin as He does.  If we are uncomfortable with God, we haven’t got the hatred of sin yet.  Uncomfortableness comes from conviction and lack to respond to the conviction.  Are we relaxed around holy people or would we rather not be around them?  

~ If we don’t want any part of us to be dark, we will get right up close to God.  When we have a passion for truth, we won’t mind how the truth comes to us.  When we have a passion for holiness, we can be comfortable with God.  We must have compassion and we must have grace.  

~ We will never understand the wrath of God against sin until we understand the holiness of God.  When we really understand God’s holiness, we wonder why He doesn’t have more wrath against sin.  We won’t understand the mercy of God until we understand His holiness.  The only reason we are in this room is because of the mercy of God.  True humility says Amen to this.  God has never given us what we truly deserve.  Do we say Amen to this?  Do we say this with a deep conviction in heart?  It is His grace and unmerited favor that keeps us going.  

~ We will never understand God’s love until we understand His holiness.  God has never thought an unrighteous thought.  Jesus became the accumulation of every vile sin in the world.  This kind of love can never be understood until we understand the holiness involved in this.  
~ Let’s look into God’s word to examine the standard that God requires of us in relation to the fear of God.  Jesus came to defeat the enemy.  Jesus came to die for our sins.  Jesus came to put aside His function of deity while keeping the nature of His deity.  This was to show us how to live.  His standard is our standard.  Do we get your standard from man or from Jesus?  We should always ask what Jesus would do.  How would Jesus react?  

Isaiah 11:2-3 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him – the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord

~ When we delight in holiness, we have chosen this as our atmosphere.  The thing that we delight in is the thing that we love.  Jesus’ standard is for us to delight and be most comfortable in holiness.  This is where the hatred of sin is paramount.  

Psalm  119:38 Fulfill your promise to your servant so that you may be feared.

~ When we are devoted to holiness, we delight in it.

Proverbs 23:17 Do not let your heart envy sinners, but always be zealous for the fear of the Lord

~ Hatred of sin should govern our speaking, our thoughts, and all of our actions (our entire beings).  All three of these are equally important.  The meditation of our hearts needs to be pure and acceptable to God.

~ When you truly fear God, you are just as concerned with your thought life as with any other aspect.  

Deuteronomy 10:2 I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets which you broke.  Then you are to put them in the chest.
Different Levels in Attitudes Towards Sin:

Level 1: The person who doesn’t sin because the consequence is too great.  

~ We don’t consider actually doing the sin because we couldn’t live with being found out.  However, we still cherish it in our minds. 

~ Do we hate sin or do we love it?  Just because we don’t actually do it doesn’t mean that we aren’t committing it.

Level 2: The person who lives by the golden rule, “Do onto others as you would want them to do unto you.” 

~All their bills are paid on time.  They attend church and tithe regularly, etc.  If you ask them if they fear God, they respond by asking us if we haven’t seen how the live their lives.  Then we ask when they spent an evening in prayer with a broken heart for the lost of this world.  Do we know what is like to feel the heart of God for all of the suffering children in this world?  Do we pray for the unreached nations of the earth?  Do we have this in our heart and do we feel compassion for them?  Are we concerned for the desperately needy?  The answer all the way would be no.  

~ The gross sins of selfishness have never been dealt with.  No hatred of the sins of selfishness and disobedience has ever been dealt with.  Are we willing to do what God asks or just willing to go to church? Are we even aware of this?  

~ There is no fear of God.

Level 3: The sincere committed Christian.  

~ They don’t want to sin.  However, they find that conviction and confession are a continual pattern.  Humility is a key part.  We see that we are continually repenting of the same sin.  We are in unbelief that we can never kick this.  We may be so sick of confessing the same sin.  We may be plagued by our thoughts.  Maybe we have to constantly deal with pride.  We long to forgive and love but we can’t. 

~ The answer is very simple.  The first thing is to acknowledge why we have sinned.  We have to say that we have sinned because we have chosen with our free will to do so.  We need to quit all of the excuses.  Next, we need to ask why we made this choice.  The reason is that the love for this sin is still in our heart.  We may be saying that we really hate this thing.  However, we often just really hate ourselves for choosing this sin.  God wants us to love ourselves.  He hates our sins and loves us.  The biggest favor we can do to ourselves is choose not to sin.  Sin is the greatest destruction in our lives.  

~We have to hate the sin.

Level 4: Those who fear God and hate sin. 

~ Have we ever done anything that we hated to do without being made to do it?  Most of the time we never choose to do things that we hate.  If we hate sin, we will probably not sin.  If we love sin, we will probably sin.  It is just this simple.  It is so logical.  There is nothing more logical in this world than God’s way and character.  God has given us the Fear of the Lord.  

~ It is fantastic.

~ It is very possible to confess sin, be sincere about it, but not be truly repented from it.  Repentance is to have a change of mind and heart towards a sin.  

~ True repentance is a change of mind, heart, and ultimately life.  This is the way to have the Fear of the Lord.  

Exodus 9:27-30 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron.  “This time I have sinned,” he said to them.  “The Lord is in the right and I and my people are in the wrong.  Pray to the Lord, for we have had enough thunder and hail.  I will let you go; you don’t have to stay any longer.”  Moses replied, “When I have gone out of the city, I will spread out my hands in prayer to the Lord.  The thunder will stop and there will be no more hail, so you may know that the earth is the Lord’s.  But I know that you and your officials still do not fear the Lord God.”

~ Pharaoh had confessed sincerely but had not truly repented.  Moses said that Pharaoh did not yet Fear the Lord.  Pharaoh did not hate his sin.  We need to hate the sin that we love.  

1 Samuel 24:16-20 When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?”  And he wept aloud.  “You are more righteous than I,” he said.  “You have treated me well, but I have treated you badly.  You have just now told me of the good you did to me; the Lord delivered me into your hands, but you did not kill me.  When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed?  May the Lord reward you well for the way you treated me today.  I know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands.

~ Again, like the Pharaoh, we have a leader in the same situation.  Saul sounds spiritual but it is just verbal wordage.  He hasn’t actually changed his heart.  Saul had wept but hadn’t repented.  He had sins of pride, jealousy, and murder towards David.  

~ We need to face the root of the sins that we are facing.  Sin is insane.  Until we see sin as evil, we will not be able to kick it.  We need to see our heart as God sees it.  Saul never hated his sins.  He acknowledged it but didn’t hate it.  

~ What motivates you to do what you do?

1 Samuel 26:21-27 Then Saul said, “I have sinned.  Come back, David my son.  Because you considered my life precious today, I will not try to harm you again.  Surely I have acted like a fool and have erred greatly.”  “Here is the king’s spear,” David answered.  “Let one of your young men come over and get it.  The Lord rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness.  The Lord delivered you into my hands today, But I would not lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed.  As surely as I valued your life today, so may the Lord value my life and deliver me from all trouble.”  Then Saul said to David, “May you be blessed, my son David; you will do great things and surely triumph.”  So David went on his way, and Saul returned home.

~ Saul chose it again.  There is no verse in the Bible that shows Saul ever hating his sins.  

~ When we truly repent, we hate the sin because we have asked God to show us how he sees it.   And, we don’t go back to what we hate.  We know that we won’t go back when we know we hate it.  Be holy as God is holy.  We don’t think this is possible.  We can have this through the Fear of God.  This is a gift from God that He wants to give to everyone.  

Proverbs 16:6 Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; through the fear of the Lord a man avoids evil.

~ The hatred of evil will keep you from evil.

Exodus 20:20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid.  God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.

Example: If there were cow manure in the room, we would get the stuff out of the room as quickly as possible or just get out of the room.  If you don’t have either of these reactions, we need prayer.  Why do we hate cow manure?  It stinks.  Who gives us this reaction?  No one had to teach us this.  Just imagine is we would talk about the cow manure in the room but Joy has a love of cow manure.  She knows it is not the right thing to do.  She wants to keep the cow manure, but needs prayer to keep her away from the cow manure.  The temptation is so strong in her life that she will need to have someone prayer for constantly.   This is happening all over the world.  We want people to pray for us because we can’t help ourselves because of our weaknesses.  But in reality we need the same reaction to the cow manure as to our weaknesses.  We need to have the Fear of the Lord.  We need to hate these evil things.  This will bring us freedom.  The truth will set us free.

How do we get the Fear of the Lord? 

1. Make a choice with your will and tell God that you want this above all else.  

~ We need holiness.  

Psalm 25:14 The Lord confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to them.

~ Who in their right mind would choose frustration?  This is the insanity of sin.  We are nuts when we sin.  We were created for friendship with God.  Only holiness will bring us to God.  Holiness of life is the only spiritually logical way to go.  All else is frustration.  Fulfillment is walking the highway of holiness with God.  Holiness is obedience to revealed truth.  It is obeying what He tells us to do.  We may end up a martyr, but praise God because we will be fulfilled.  Obedience brings fulfillment.  All else is frustration.  This all starts with a life of holiness.  We can be fulfilled if we have sin.  We won’t be able to walk in freedom with God.

Proverbs 1:29 Since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the Lord

2. Confess our lack of Fear of the Lord.  

~ We need to be humble.  We need to cry out to God for more of “the Fear”.  We need to cry for mercy.  We need to be honest about it and cry out to God.

3. Ask constantly for it, by faith, and receive it.  

~ We need to ask and keep on asking.  We need to receive and keep on receiving.  This is not a one-time thing.  We need it for the rest of our lives.  This is a constant need.  Every time we have a desire for Fear, and ask for it, God will give it to us even more.  

~ We know we have it by our reaction to sin.  We need to love ourselves and hate sin.  Sin will be obnoxious to us.  This is how we know that we have Fear.  This will be the manifestation of the Fear of the Lord.  We will also know it by faith.  

4. Make a study of the Fear of the Lord from the Word.  

~ Start underlining and examining the Fear of the Lord.  There are scores of verses on this subject.  That tells us that this is one of God’s majors and not one of His minors.  The Fear of the Lord is a major truth to get a hold of. 

~ If God sees us examining this subject in His word, He will promote us with responsibility and authority.  In time He will bring us in closer to Him.  

~ We need to write it out too, if we really want to study it.  Writing down shows diligence.  If we are studying, we will record it for future reference.  The main point is so we can meditate on what we are studying.  We can receive a revelation about it from God.

Proverbs 2:1-5 My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.

~ If we acknowledge the above as truth, then we have received it from God.  Next we need to apply our hearts to it.  It is what we do afterwards that is important.  Are we going to search the scripture on this?  How are we going to apply?  When we apply what we are taught greater revelation will come

5. Go frequently to His school of the Word. 

Psalm 34:11-13 Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.  Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many good days, keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies.

~ God’s special school is not complicated, but it is very profound.  Picture yourself in elementary school; we need to learn like children.  Spiritual leaders and children change the world.  

~ When we fear God, will hate to speak out all evil.  Our tongue will be clean. It is rare to get a group of Christians, any where in the world, together for thirty minutes and to have them not criticize someone.  This is the lack of the Fear of God.  We lack the hatred for the sin of judging and criticism.  Do we see how desperately this message is needed?  

~ What is 100% honesty?  

It means speaking the truth at all times.  Is this possible?  Yes, it is.  It will be revolutionary when this starts to happen. 

Galatians 6:1 Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently.  But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.

Proverbs 6:19 a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.

Matthew 18:15 If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.

Ephesians 4:15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.

John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Psalm 111:10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding.  To him belongs eternal praise.

Proverbs 15:33 The fear of the Lord teaches a man wisdom, and humility comes before honor.

~ How do we get this wisdom?  

~ Wisdom is a direct product of the Fear of God. We will be as wise as we are holy.  Let’s get the Fear of the Lord.  Praise His mighty name.  Do we want wisdom?  Have we begun?  Are we increasing?  

Job 28:12 But where can wisdom be found?  Where does understanding dwell?

Job 28:28-29 And he said to man, ‘The fear of the Lord – that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding.’

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.

~ Wisdom is to take out the lies.  Wisdom is to accent the positive and eliminate the negative.  What do we do when someone says, “Do you like my new hair cut?”  We don’t have to take a course in wisdom outside of the Fear of the Lord.  We will automatically be wise if we are holy.  We need to concentrate on the Fear of God.  When we are confronted with a difficult situation, we will not have to wonder how to deal with it.  We will have wisdom from God.  So, we could say, “Do you remember when you wear your hair this one way.”  By doing this we draw attention away from what we don’t like and place it on what we do like.  God will give us these ways automatically.  This is how we can be honest at all times.  We will find when we have chosen the Fear of the Lord that it will act as a sieve on our lips.  It will help us say wise things.  

~ Gross exaggeration is part of humor and that’s fine.  But don’t exaggerate in order to distort the truth.  This can come both in overstatement and understatement.  Facts alone are not necessary truth.  Insufficient facts will not convey the truth.  If we have done this then we have lied.  Let us understand in wisdom that there is another angle to this:

 
When Saul went to look for the donkeys, Samuel met him and told him that he was going to be the king.  Saul was amazed.  When Saul came back, Saul’s uncle asked about the donkeys.  Saul said that he understood that they were found know.  But in wisdom Saul didn’t tell him the rest of the story.  To give truth out to someone who is not prepared for it is wisdom.  The Holy Spirit will tell us how much to say and how much to hold back.  It is not always wise to say everything to everybody.  There’s a time to speak and a time to be silent.  We shouldn’t tell everything to everyone.  In reporting about given situation we must give all relevant facts to reveal the truth.

~ The more determined we are to live the truth; the more the Holy Spirit will help convict us.  We should use the Holy Spirit to guide us.

~ We need to be particularly careful when quoting something from someone else.  When you convey what someone else has taught, do we qualify it?  Qualifying is using enough facts to convey the truth.  We lie when we don’t qualify things that we are quoting.  We can’t use other’s words out of context.  We need a revolution in communication.  We need the Fear of the Lord in our communication.  

~ What God has cleansed and forgiven should not be brought up again.  He says that He has cast our sins into the sea once we have been forgiven.  Nobody should dare to go fishing.  We can by our communication confront lies.  If it is not present history, then it is a lie.  This point is far too prevalent and too deep.  

~ We need the Holy Spirit to show us where we lack the Fear of the Lord.  We need to see how many things that come out of our mouth are not truthful.  How many times do people ask how we are doing?  We don’t have to say the whole story.  We need to be truthful.  We could say that we have felt better or that we want to praise God anyway.  I have no complaints and am praising the Lord.   We don’t have to reveal all, but don’t lie.  

~ Be honest.  

~ If honesty is left unchecked, it will produce coldness.  Coldness leads to disunity.

~ It is uncomfortable to be around a “100% person” if we are not one our selves.  

~ We will have wisdom even in restitution if we have the Fear of the Lord.  We need to be very careful in restitution.  The wrong communication always comes from the lack of the Fear of the Lord.  Do we understand how important this is?  It affects every communication.  It affects all of our relationship with God.  What could be more important?  No wonder the Fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge and wisdom.

Psalm 34:11-13 Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.  Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many good days, keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies.

~ The Fear of the Lord also means to seek peace and pursue it.  What does this mean?  

Never pass on a negative comment that you hear about one person to another person.  This is especially true about passing on the comment to the person who it is about.  We should never do this.  God really means never.  It is possible to live to this standing when living in the Fear of the Lord.  We need to hate to do this.  We will hate to do anything other than peace.  We need to become peacemakers between people.  Remember, at the same time we need to pass on positive comments about each other.  It comes from the Fear of the Lord to be a peacemaker in every situation that comes before us.  

Proverbs 6:19 a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.

Romans 3:17-18 and the way of peace they do not know.  “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

Jeremiah 15:19 You understand, O Lord; remember me and care for me.  Avenge me on my persecutors.  You are long suffering – do not take me away; think of how I suffer reproach for your sake.

~ We need to take away from our lips what is not from God.  God wants us to be His mouth but we need to be pure first.

Psalm 105:15 Do not touch my anointed ones; do my prophets no harm.

~ We need to especially watch this when speaking about (or against) another ministry.  When the Fear of God really comes upon us, we will never want to speak against others, who God has raised up.  We will tremble and fear for those who do.  Some of the severest punishments from God came against people who spoke against the servants of God.  Criticism is pride.  If one of our brothers has a stronger relationship with God, we should see it as a privilege.  We can learn from them too.  We should be thankful to God that He raises our brother and sisters up.  When we are the instigators of temptation, we will receive double judgment.  Do we start conversations that bring up criticism?  If we do, we will be under the judgment of God.  If we join in with criticism, we will also be under judgment.  

~ God is a just God.  He doesn’t give punishment out unjustly.  

~ Look at Michal (David’s wife).  David was after God’s heart.  Michal was the closest to him and saw what happened when people spoke out against the Lord’s anointed.  Also, even if a spiritual leader may be wrong in what they are doing, we should not speak out against them.  We should not touch people who God puts into leadership.  

6. Meditate on the description of Jesus Christ. 

~ It is a wonderful exercise to look at these portions of scripture.  

Revelation 4  After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven.  And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.”  At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it.  And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian.  A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne.  Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders.  They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads.  From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder.  Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing.  These are the seven spirits of God.  Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.  In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back.  The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle.  Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings.  Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”  Whenever the living creature give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever.  They lay their crowns before the throne and say:  “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.

Revelation 19  After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true and just are his judgments.  He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries.  He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”  And again they shouted: “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.”  The twenty-four elders and the four living creature fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne.  And they cried:  “Amen, Hallelujah!”  Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and great!”  Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing water and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!  For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.  Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.”  Then the angel said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’”  And he added, “These are the true words of God.”  At this I fell at his feet to worship him.  But he said to me, “Do not do it!  I am a fellow servant with you and with your brother who hold to the testimony of Jesus.  Worship God!  For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.  I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True.  With justice he judges and makes war.  His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns.  He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself.  He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God.  The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.  Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.  “He will rule them with an iron scepter.”  He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.  On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:  KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.  And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, “Come, gather together for the great supper of God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great.”  Then I saw the be3ast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and his army.  But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf.  With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image.  The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur.  The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.

Revelation 1:12-16  I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me.  And when I turned I saw seven golden lamp stands, and among the lamp stand was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.  His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire.  His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.  In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his moth cam ea sharp double-edged sword.  His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

Isaiah 6:1-7  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  And they were calling to one another:  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”  At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.  “Woe to me!” I cried.  “I am ruined!  For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”  Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”
Ezekiel 1:26-28  Above the expanse over their heads was what looked like a throne of sapphire, and high above on the throne was a figure like that of a man.  I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him.  Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him.  

Daniel 10:5-6  I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest gold around his waist.  His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude.

~ Look at Revelation 1:12-16.

Notice that He turned.  Do we take time and turn aside in prayer?  Do we leave everything else for a while and meet with God?  Do we want a little glimpse of Jesus or a long gaze?  

~ God comes by His spirit in a million different ways.  He wants us to turn aside to Him.  His eyes were burning with holiness.  They were burning with a consuming, tender love.  

~ He is jealous for us.  He wants us for Himself and He will pursue us.  He will do everything He can to get us into that relationship.  

~ In His hands He held seven stars greater than the earth.  From His mouth was a double-edged sword and His face was brighter than the sun.  We have to have sunglasses to look at the sun.  The sun is dull compared to God.  He shines much greater than the thing He created that shines.  Imagine seeing the sun right before our eyes; this is still peanuts. 

~ Only to the degree that we know Him can we be used to make Him known.  We have to turn to Him.  Then, He will reveal Himself.  

~ We will never be fulfilled by the pursuit of friendships on earth.  The pursuit of God is where the action is.  Do we know Him?  This is where we become ruined from the ordinary.

~ Longing to be like Him is the greatest incentive to holiness.  Everything else will be no big deal.  The more we obey the Holy Spirit, the more He will reveal Himself to us.  God can communicate with the slightest nudge in our spirit.  This becomes normal communication.  And we will know it is God.  We will live with this fine-tuning.  The closer we get, the more fine-tuning the communication is.  This is part of intimacy.  Do we know that God has the finest tuning for communication?  The Holy Spirit is making us drool to longing to know Him!  

~ This is a 100% honest testimony.  The results of fulfilling the six ways of understanding the Fear of the Lord are found in the following:

Leviticus 10:3 Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord spoke of when he said:  “’Among those who approach me I will show myself holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored.’”

~ Do you see the divine order?  

The Lord will be glorified when we show Him through us.  

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 Now the lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit
~ We become like what we look at.  Our thoughts become what we have been looking at.  What have we been looking at?  In time this will show on our face.  What should be different in your life because of this truth?
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The Fear of God and Relationships
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4 Main Attractions: 

(Yes, think of the attractions to the opposite sex and God’s presence both at the same time).  

1. Physical attraction:  There are degrees to which we are attracted or repulsed by someone’s physical appearance.  However, we need to love everybody unconditionally.  The facts of life is that there are attractions.

2. Personality compatibility:  Two people with the same sense of humor immediately get along.  Have you noticed how humorous people deal with awkward situations?  We need grace, if we have humor, to be around someone doesn’t have any.  Humor is a major part of personality compatibility.

3. Mental affinity:  Two people may just like discussing things together.  We may not have any other type of attraction to this person.  We like the way they think and express themselves.

4. Spiritual unity:  This is the deepest attraction.  We may not have any other attraction but can still have this attraction towards someone.  This is by far the greatest attraction.  

~ God will team us up with someone.  This person may have only one of these attractions.  (He probably won’t throw all of these at us at once).  He will test us by teaming us up with someone and see how we react to these attractions.  Inevitably, we will start thinking about this person.  This may be a test to see if we have the Fear of the Lord.  Outside the preparation of marriage God is linking with us people not for marriage.  Without the Fear of the Lord, we will attempt to link ourselves with other people that we are not supposed to be married to.  

~ You are only as pure as your thought life.  

~ With the Fear of God upon us, we will not sin in our minds.  Any unfaithful thoughts from Satan will be rejected.  It will be repulsive to us, and we will immediately reject it.  If we have the Fear of God, we will pass the test.  He may test us with someone with one of the attractions.  Then, He may test us with someone with two of the attractions.  We need pure fervent love.  Once we pass all of the tests, God will pair us with someone with all of the attractions.  With the fear of God, this is a breeze.  God is longing for the purity to come into the body of Christ so that He can send us off anywhere in the world at any time.  

~ We can have in-depth relationships with anyone in spiritual unity, and not sin.  

~ Jesus needed close friendships of men and women.  If he needed them, we will need them.  Jesus enjoyed the friendships that He had.  We need to expect these types of relationships.  With the Fear of God upon us, we are released in our relationships.  We can have pure relationships.  

~ Every woman can choose to either be a stumbling block or a stepping-stone for every man that crosses her path.  Women, are you provokers of holiness?  Men, are you provokers of holiness?  Do people long to be more holy when they are around you?  With the Fear of the Lord upon us we can be very close in relationship.  

~ Mary of Bethany past the test.  Without the Fear of God upon us, we will fail the tests of relationships that come before us.  Think of the divorces that would be eliminated if this message were applied.  With the Fear of God, we will past the test and He will promote us.  Then, He will know that He can trust us to be teamed with anyone He wants.  

~ Do we want God to say that He can trust us?  God wants to reproduce those that He already trusts.  

~ When you have the Fear of God upon you and are filled with a pure heart, you will have a burning desire for a married person to love their partner more.  We will delight in doing anything that we can do to promote their relationship with one another.  We need to be a cause for a marriage to become closer.  

~ All sins start in the mind.  

Psalm 51:6-7 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

~ We need truth in our inward beings.  What is your inward being?  This is your mind.  What is your secret heart?  This is also your mind.  We want wisdom in our minds.  The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  David’s prayer is to have the Fear of the Lord in his mind.  He wants to see where his problem started.  We need the hatred of our sins in our mind.  

Isaiah 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.  Let him turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.

~ It was not sufficient of David to repent of his deed.  He also had to repent of his thought life also.  If you don’t repent of your thought life, it will only be time before you commit the sin in your thoughts.  Without the Fear of God, we will fall when tempted.  No one expected David to commit adultery.  We need to repent of our unclean thoughts.  

Proverbs 4:23 Above all else, guard your heart for it is the wellspring of life.

Psalm 19:14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.

~ Even if you are fascinated by sin a just little bit, you need more Fear of the Lord.  You need to be honest about your thought life.  We need to ask God to see what areas of our lives we need more Fear.  We need to be humble about our thought lives.  The battle is in our minds.

~ How can men overcome the war in the mind?  Because of the far stronger sex urge that God has built into the male frame, the temptation of impure sexual thoughts will always be greater to men.  The enemy cashes in on the stronger sex drive of the male.  The first answer is the Fear of the Lord.  Sex is not distasteful or impure.  Sex came from the purest mind that there would ever be – God’s.  Satan is not the author of sex.  Christians who have fallen for that lie go to Satan to learn about sex.  The greatest expert on sex is the Living God.  The devil tells us that he knows more about sex.  He is constantly bombarding us with this message.  If we look at pornography, we believe that Satan knows more about sex than God.  The closer we get to the Holy God; the more we will experience every good and perfect gift that God has made.  This is spiritually logical.  The more holy we are, the more fully we will be able to enjoy God’s gifts (and yes, sex is one).  

~ If it is His perfect will, God will lead us into marriage.  If we aren’t married, God will fill us with one of the other gifts of God.  Obedience is fulfillment-- not marriage.  Single or married, obedience is fulfillment.  

Joshua 3:5  Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.”

~ God can still use us if we enter marriage wrongly.  If we repent, God can recreate a plan for us.  He can make lemonade out of a lemon.  He is a creative God.  God’s mercy endures forever.  

~ He will again pardon us.  He will take us where we are.  (Micah 7).  

~ It never pays to sin.  What we sow, we reap.  There is no reason to engage in anything perverted.  We get fulfillment from walking the highway of God and not other way.  Once we realize this, we will be free to speak about these things.  If we go the other way, we will only have frustration.  The devil is a destroyer.  Jesus wants to give us life and to give it to us more abundantly.  

~ How holy are we? 

~ We are as holy as our thought lives.  Would we like our thoughts to be written on a chalkboard for anyone to see?  This is the standard of God.  This is where He wants to take us.  This is what the Fear of the Lord is all about.  

~ What is our standard of holiness? 

~ Purity and power are absolutely synonymous.  We must stay pure in our minds.  There is no sustained authority in ministry without purity in the mind.

 Romans 16:19  Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am full of joy over you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil.

Ephesians 5:5-12  For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person – such a man is an idolater – has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient.  Therefore do not be partners with them.  For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord.  Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.  For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret.  But everything exposed by the light become visible, for it is light that makes everything visible.  This is why it is said: “Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

~ Only a clean person can help a dirty person get clean.  We don’t need to research the dirt, we don’t need to experience it either.  The cleaner we are the better we are able to help.  Who was the greatest soul winner on this earth? Jesus, He never knew a sin but reached the most people.  Jesus was entirely pure.  Others will be attracted because of the purity in person witnessing them.  

Obedience:

~ Obedience should be a love response to God.  When we have this mindset towards obedience, it takes on a new appearance.  Obedience is not complicated.  We just need to obey revealed truth.  If we want to be holy, we need to obey revealed truth and the promptings of the Holy Spirit.

~ Obedience is the key to a successful Christian life.  If this is the purpose, we better make it the goal.  We need to know Him in order to make Him known—obey Him to know Him.

1 Peter 1:2  who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.

1 Samuel 15:22  But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offering and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.

~ Many times we make sacrifice to try and impress God.  If He doesn’t instigate a good then He is not impressed.  He is only impressed with obedience.  

James 4:17 Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.

~ What does James 4:17 tell us? 

~ The sin of omission is a very real sin in God’s sight.  If we don’t do what we know is right to do, then we sin.  We need to follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit.  

~ We don’t need more truth.   We need more obedience to the truth we already have.

~ God’s standard of obedience is instant, joyful, and whole.

Psalm 119:60  I will hasten and not delay to obey your commands

Disobediences
1. Delayed obedience is disobedience.  

~ We need to obey Him in His timetable.  If we have sloppiness with God, we don’t take Him seriously.  When He speaks, we are to do what He says in the time that He says.  If there is any doubt about it, we need to ask Him.  

~ Delayed obedience can be a hindrance to answered prayer.

Proverbs 3:27-28  Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act.  Do not say to your neighbor, “Come back later; I’ll give it tomorrow” – when you now have it with you.

2. Obedience with murmuring.  

~ We should not complain about our lives.  God sees this as disobedience.  We can be positionally correct but not conditionally correct.  It has to be both in order to please God.

1 Samuel 15:13-23  When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “the Lord bless you!  I have carried out the Lord’s instructions.”  But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears?  What is this lowing of cattle that I hear?”  Saul answered, “The soldiers bought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the Lord your god, but we totally destroyed the rest.”  “Stop!”  Samuel said to Saul. “Let me tell you what the Lord said to me last night.”  “Tell me,” Saul replied.  Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your own eyes, did not become the head of the tribes of Israel?  The Lord anointed you king over Israel.  And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; make war on them until you have wiped them out.  Why did you not obey the Lord?  Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the Lord?”  “But I did obey the Lord,” Saul said.  “I went on the mission the Lord assigned me.  I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king.  The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the Lord your God at Gilgal.  But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offering and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.  Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.  

3. Partial Obedience.  

Acts 5:1-2 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property.  With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet.

~ Obedience should be because of who God is and not because of what God tells us to do.  The big deal is He is telling us to do something, and we should obey.  The thing in itself is not as important as the obedience to Him.  

~ When God the Father told Jesus to do things, the Father was the explanation of why He did them.  Jesus was totally dependent on the Father.  Jesus was totally unphased by what He was told to do.  He never said that one thing was more important or impressive than another.  The only thing that He was impressed with was that the Father told Him to do it.  We need to get to the place that we admire and follow God for who He is and no other reason.

~ Who is God?  What is our conception of Him? 

~ Disobedience is unthinkable when we know God and are in our right minds.  If we disobey, we probably don’t know Him.   

~ Our only responsibility is to be obedient.  We need to obey what God tells us to do.  All God requires of us is to choose to be nothing so that He can be everything.  We need to understand who God is.  We need to have unquestionable obedience because of the nature of the One who speaks to us.  

~ It is not your responsibility to worry about what God is doing with other people.  It is not your responsibility to control other’s reaction of what God tells you to do.

~ There are two clear-cut results from obedience and disobedience.

~ We easily believe that we get blessed when we obey.  But we don’t want to believe that we will be punished. 

Deuteronomy 11:26-28  See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse – the blessing if you obey the commands of the Lord your God that I am giving you today; the curse if you disobey the commands of the Lord your God and turn from the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not known.  

~ We need to read these chapters (Deuteronomy 11 & 26, Leviticus 26) until we believe them.  Once we understand this we understand how insane disobedience is.

Jeremiah 42:6  Ishmael son of Nethaniah went out from Mizpah to meet them, weeping as he went.  When he met them, he said, “Come to Gedaliah son of Ahikam.”

4. We will only experience the fulfillment of the revealed future when we are obedient in the present. 

~ God will give us visions of the future.  But, the main concern is to obedient in the present.  If our visions aren’t being fulfilled, we need to ask God why.   

~ In God’s wisdom He won’t reveal the future until we are obedient in the present.  Often, God opens the big door of opportunity because of obedience to a little thing.  Why would He do it this way?  He is testing to see if we are joyfully obeying Him in the big things and the small things.  He wants us to obey Him because of who He is.  Big doors are never opened without consistent obedience in numerous little things first.  

Luke 16:10 Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.

Signs of Disobedience


1. Lack of knowledge of who God is.

1 John 2:3-5  We know that wee have come to know him if we obey his commands.  The man who says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  But if anyone obeys his word, God’s love is truly made complete in him.  This is how we know we are in him

~ Don’t go around saying you know God and still disobey Him.  If you disobey, then you don’t know Him.  It is unthinkable to disobey when we understand His character.

Jeremiah 9:23-24  This is what the Lord says: Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and know me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord.

~ Do you understand God because you have studied His character? 

~ If you study His character, you will know Him.  Only if you know Him, will you love Him.  Disobedience is also a sign of a lack of love.  God requires daily time with us in His word and prayer for others.  If you don’t do this, then you are disobedient.  Also, you have to tell God we are sorry for not loving Him with all our hearts.  God wants to speak to you.  He longs for your companionship.  Look at Song of Solomon.  This is what God wants for you.  You will only experience this when you are obedient (and spend time with Him).  

2.Sign of pride.  

~ This is where we place more importance on our reasoning.  We elevate ourselves above God.  Do we see the pride that disobedience is placed in?  When God asked Moses to lead Israel, Moses told Him that He was making a mistake.  God is flawless.  If He chooses us to do a task for Him, we should have humility.  We don’t need to know the how; we need to know the who.  God can do anything.  When we argue, name it as pride.  Repent of it as pride.  Pride is also a sign of unbelief in God’s way.  When you have unanswered prayers, look at where you might be disobeying.  

~ God wants unconditional obedience because He can see what we can’t see.  Obedience is always for our good.  Even when God tests us, it is for our good.  The outcome is always for our good.  

~ The price of disobedience is higher than the price of obedience.  Whatever discipline we are given is good.  Bonus blessings come from God when we relinquish all to Him.  The standard of the Word of God is not too high.  The applied truth sets you free.

~ Obey God instantly, joyfully, and wholly.

