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~ What is worship?

 The response out of love, with our entire lives, to His mercy.  Worship is to quiet our hearts, to acknowledge God and to acknowledge who we are in Him.  It is a response to the truth of God’s character.  To live a life that honors Him.  Our whole lives ought to capture the essence of God.  The Bible Dictionary defines it as: The attitude in personal and corporate acts of reverence that is an appropriate response of human beings to God’s self-revelation.

Acts 12:1-2   It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them.  He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.

~A living sacrifice of our whole lives to God (Romans 12:1&2).  Worship is not just an hour of singing and is not just some quiet time.  Worship is a reasonable service of giving God glory through our whole lives.  This includes our thoughts, our actions and our bodies, etc.   We are doing this in view of God’s mercy.  This is a God that does not require worship because He is the supreme “being” in the universe, but rather in view of His mercy.  It is a response from us because of His mercy.  A presentation of our entire lives to God in context of a loving relationship with God

Matthew 22:36-40   Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?  Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments. 

~What is man’s purpose?  What is the meaning life? 

It is to love as He said in Matthew (above), to have a heart attitude of love.  Jesus’ response is radical in the way that it sets Christianity apart from every other religion.

John 17:3   Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 

~Eternal life is to know God.  It is not something that we receive as a gift.  Eternal life is a relationship with God.  These are synonymous.  

 ~If this is what worship is about, why do we have corporate worship?  What is its purpose? 

 The purpose is to add depth and richness through different parts.  We are made to function as a body, corporate worship is an expression of this.  We are a body sharing intimacy with God – unity.  We worship so that we, as the Bride of Christ, can fulfill this relationship.  The internal always flows to the external.  Each person must first individually present his or her life to Christ in order to be able to come together as a group for corporate worship.  There is a difference between coming to give and coming to corporate worship to take.  

~Love 

 
Choosing the highest good for God, for others, and for your self.  Love is a choice – it is not the warm cushy feeling.  It is ultimately about giving at any price – even to the point of laying down your own life for another.

~Selfishness


Desiring to get, no matter the cost to others.

John 4:23-24   Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship is spirit and in truth.

~ God is looking for worshipers who worship in the spirit and in the truth.  Jesus spoke nothing of a form of worship, only an attitude of it.  Worship music is merely music that brings you into the presence of God.  

1 Corinthians 14:23-33   So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some who do not understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind?  But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare.  So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!”  What then shall we say, brothers?  When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation.  All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.  If anyone speaks in a tongue, two – or at the most three – should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret.  If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God.  Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said.  And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop.  For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encourage.  The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets.  For God is not a God of disorder but of peace.

~ Who initiates worship? Is it the worship leader?  

The Lord initiates worship through each one - not just through the worship leader.  Each person is bringing something from God.  These worship gatherings should be an image of how the kingdom of God actually operates.  It begins with the individual and then manifests externally through the group.  Each person is bringing a revelation about what they have learned about God.  

~ This is the key passage for focusing on corporate worship.  It shows that everyone in the church participates in worship.  The second part of this passage says not to share too much.  Not everyone can share at the same time  (1 Cor. 14:23-33).

~ In Paul’s day the problem was sharing too much, not the awkward silence we experience today.  Each person in eager to give to the brothers.  It’s very natural to talk about someone you are taken by.  The people of Paul’s day are experiencing God in their quiet times and become motivated by a heart intention of love to share and encourage the brothers.

~ Many times we are self conscious about how we worship God, we are afraid of how other people will see us.  But if we put our focus on God’s love, then we can worship freely because we don’t have the desire to impress others, but to build them up. 

~ Often we place limitations on God with time.  We need to follow God’s lead when worship.  It is ultimately about God, not our schedule or priorities.  

~ God gives to each individual therefore everyone has something special to offer at worship – not just the leaders of musicians.  But we need to do this in an orderly fashion – otherwise we have people that are too eager for self-expression rather than edification and the building up of others.  The only limitation on the appropriate forms of worship is that which edifies and builds up others.  

~ The order that God creates is dynamic and very complex.  You can’t pin it down.  Just look at life.  It is so complex but yet is in order.  The same works for worship.  We should not worship in disorder but in peace.  Worship should be in peace that only God can define so that those who are lost may be edified and give glory to God.  

~ Be wise and slow to judge.  You may need to step back and look at the big picture, there may be a method in the madness. As an emergency room – it may be chaotic but it is still in order.  Everything gets done.  Everyone knows his or her own role.  As compared to a morgue – it is quiet and not chaotic, there is order…but everyone is dead.  

~ The Holy Spirit is ultimately the worship leader.  

~ What is the purpose of a worship facilitator? 

 A worship leader can invite involvement and then end worship at the right time.  God may reveal priorities through the facilitator to help maintain order.  However, each individual initiates worship – it is everyone’s job to be active and to give.  The facilitator is really just bringing method to madness.  He is merely conducting an orchestra that is already playing, his job is to get out of the way.  The worship leader has a very pastoral function, to encourage the shy and help quiet the extremely bold.  He is not truly conducting or controlling, but listening and bringing together in harmony all that is going on.  He is a servant in order to bring maximum edification.  Is the leader of the top or on the bottom?  

Hebrews 3:13  But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.

Hebrews 10:24-25  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

~ Purposes of worship:

1. To stimulate one another to love and good deeds, inspiring one another.  Begins with love of God then response to it for the purpose that was stated.  It is not wrong to want to be stimulated and encouraged when entering worship.  But that should not be our focus.  Rather, our focus should be what we have to offer.  (Too often in worship settings we don’t see that everyone has something to offer).  It is job of the worship leader to encourage this in whatever form is uplifting.  

2. Encourage.  It is a bulwark of protection.

~Do you believe you have something to offer during worship?  Do you live this way?  

1 Corinthians 14:23-33 is a confrontation of years of traditional worship.  Are we ready to tackle this tradition?  Is this a truth that we are ready to handle?  Our approach to worship has become so narrow – just five or six songs.  Too often we aren’t given opportunity because the worship facilitator does not understand his or her role.  People are ready to chuck the Bible and simply stick to their tradition.  

