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Perhaps a key point in my thinking is based on something I should have learned in my Discipleship Training School (DTS) last summer.  Unfortunately, recently I found that I hadn't learned it.  I learned the hard way that we are not supposed to just believe everything people tell us.

I still vividly remember how I was shocked during the first week of my DTS when they told us not to believe everything people told us … including people speaking at the DTS!!!  They told us to emulate the Bereans.

ACTS 17:11 => Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.

Just think … the Bereans QUESTIONED what Paul told them!  And this was said to be a NOBLE thing to do!  Likewise, Paul himself (that the Bereans were questioning) said that we should TEST EVERYTHING and avoid evil:

1THES 5:21-22 => Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Avoid every kind of evil.

However, it was the last three weeks of my outreach to Grenada that revealed the truth in this to me.  That I need to test everything.

So, when we started studying wrong worldviews, I got this intense feeling inside that I should not be doing this.  And then I realized that I should test it … see if it was right to STUDY wrong worldviews.  I was interested to see what the Bible says about this.
First some background to prevent this becoming a debate (which is not my intent).

I don't wish to be divisive, as Paul advises us that a divisive person is not desirable.  But searching for the truth and testing what people teach is not in itself divisive.

TITUS 3:10 => Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time. After that, have nothing to do with him.

I don't wish to quarrel, because we are told not to.  Several times.

2TIM 2:24-26 => 24 And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.

PROV 17:19 => He who loves a quarrel loves sin;

PROV 17:14 => Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so drop the matter before a dispute breaks out.

Likewise, we are not to argue over words.

2TIM 2:14 => Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen.

2TIM 2:23 => Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels.

In my DTS we were advised to MAJOR on the MAJORS and minor on the minors … in other words, if something is mentioned ONCE in the Bible, don't intently focus on it.  However, if something is a recurring theme, then it deserves more of your attention.  And I can find plenty of places that the Bible seems to tell me to NOT STUDY wrong worldviews, so it seems to be a major theme!

So, where does the Bible tell us that we SHOULD study wrong worldviews?

Official References Given to the Class

Linea gave three verses that she said confirmed that it was right to do this (which came from a book, so actually it really was the book that was referring to these verses - by no means do I wish to be critical to Linea, who did an excellent job in presenting various worldviews!).

So, I looked up the three verses the book gave that were supposed to justify studying wrong worldviews as a good thing to do.  After reading the verses, I do not believe that they justify this at all.  In fact, quite the opposite, they say to STUDY what is RIGHT and to KNOW WHY YOU BELIEVE WHAT YOU BELIEVE and then to TELL OTHERS WHAT YOU BELIEVE.  At least that is how I interpret the three verses.  But I will present these three verses now and you can decide for yourself.

1) MARK 16:15 =>  He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation."

This does not say to STUDY other worldviews.  It says to go out into the world and tell them the TRUE WORLDVIEW.  It also was interesting that the validity of this verse is questioned by a footnote in my NIV STUDY BIBLE that says regarding Mark 16:9-20, "Serious doubt exists as to whether these verses belong to the Gospel of Mark. They are absent from important early manuscripts and display certain peculiarities of vocabulary, style and theological content that are unlike the rest of Mark. His Gospel probably ended at 16:8, or its original ending has been lost."

2) MAT 28:19 => Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Again, I don't see this verse telling me to STUDY wrong worldviews.  Instead I see it telling me to go out into the world and tell people the good news (same as Mark 16:15).

3) 2COR 10:4-5 => The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.

This final verse officially given to the class seems to tell us NOT to use weapons of this world (ie, studying wrong worldviews as a strategy or weapon), but to rely on DIVINE POWER (that is to say that God has a plan - and his plan is better than any we could come up with).  And it seems to say that we do this by countering their arguments with the TRUTH of the GOSPEL.

So, I may be wrong, but it seems to me that the three verses given to the class to justify the study of wrong worldviews are in actuality telling us the opposite … to know the TRUTH and that, in turn, will be our weapon (not to strategize based on knowing about wrong worldviews).

References Given by my Small Group

Further discussion in my small group led various people to present Biblical references to support the study of wrong worldviews.  Once I got home I cross checked each of these that I remembered, and once again feel that rather than justifying the study of wrong worldviews, they are telling us to rely on the TRUTH and on GOD.

Several people in the Small Group referred to the fact that we are told to always be prepared to give an answer.  I believe that they are referring to this verse:

1Peter 3:15 => Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.
[Sidenote: the part about doing this with "gentleness and respect" is something I am working on - and that I am trying to do with this paper itself.  Please let me know how I did this time!]

Here, it seems clear to me that Peter is telling us to be ready to explain WHY it is that we believe what we believe - to clarify the TRUTH to all who ask.  He is not advising us to "dismantle" or attack another person's wrong worldview.  So, this verse seems to support my viewpoint that we need to study the TRUTH and not the wrong worldviews.

Another story from the Bible was put forth as showing how we need to understand the wrong worldviews - that of Moses turning the river water into blood.  I believe this is the verse being referenced.

Exodus 4:9 => But if they do not believe these two signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water you take from the river will become blood on the ground.

The position given was that Moses had to understand the Egyptian worldview in order to have known how to pick on some of their specific "values".  However, to that I asked, "Who's plan was it?"  The answer was "God's".  And I confirmed this.  Yes, it was God who had the plan and was instructing Moses what he should do.  Therefore, it seems to me that it was God who had the strategy, not Moses.  Moses merely obeyed God.  So, rather than support the position that we need to study wrong worldviews, I think this story from the Bible tells us NOT to study the wrong worldviews.  Instead we need to trust that God is in control, that God has a plan - a strategy, and that he will let us know what to say and do in any situation, just as he did for Moses.

The last Biblical reference that came from my small group discussion to justify studying wrong worldviews was the story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well.

John 4:3-43 => 3When the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 4Now he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans) 10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 11"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?" 13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 16He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back." 17"I have no husband," she replied. 18Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true." 19"Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 21Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 25The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." 26Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." 27Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, "What do you want?" or "Why are you talking with her?" 28Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29"Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 30They came out of the town and made their way toward him. 31Meanwhile his disciples urged him, "Rabbi, eat something." 32But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you know nothing about." 33Then his disciples said to each other, "Could someone have brought him food?" 34"My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37Thus the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true. 38I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor." 39Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41And because of his words many more became believers. 42They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world." 43After the two days he left for Galilee. 

Here, it was put forth that this passage shows how Jesus had to know about other worldviews.  However, once again, I don't see how it says this at all.  Instead it shows how God was preparing the strategy … and that Jesus just prayed to his Father who revealed it to him.  Studying wrong worldviews would not have helped Jesus know the woman had 5 husbands or to be able to tell the woman "everything she ever did".  But the passage does say that Jesus was doing "the will of him who sent me". We are told multiple times that Jesus only did the what his Father told him to do.  Plus there are many references to Jesus praying to his Father.  Here are some verses that seem to say this:

John 6:38 => For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me.

John 5:19 => Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.

John 2:49-50 => 49 For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. 50 I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say."

John 14:31 => the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.

John 8:38 => I am telling you what I have seen in the Father's presence, and you do what you have heard from your father.

My References

All the preceding was based on what others presented to justify studying wrong worldviews, yet seem to confirm the opposite - to NOT study wrong worldviews.  However, I did some research this topic myself and found passages in Scripture that I feel instruct us to NOT STUDY wrong worldviews.  Maybe I am misinterpreting them, but there are so many of them!  (So this seems to be a Major theme).  Also, please note that I am differentiating between relating with people and STUDYING worldviews in a classroom.  I think these are two different things and am concerned with the classroom study in this research paper.  Relating with people is, of course, quite Biblical.

It is quite possible that I may be interpreting every scripture in my list that follows wrong.  However, that would not justify the view that we need to study wrong worldviews.  Rather, it would merely point out that I need more help in understanding scriptures myself (which is why I am taking Bible Intensive).

I didn't write it down, but the first of Linea's four quotes that she wrote on the whiteboard said something like "Even if everyone is wrong, it still is wrong".  That seems to be confirmed in Exodus:

EXODUS 23:2a => Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong.

So, studying wrong worldviews would still be wrong, even if everyone was doing it (that is IF one concludes that studying wrong worldviews is in itself wrong).

In the first of my Scripture references, I see God telling us to be innocent about evil (or wrong worldviews).  I refer to "God telling us" because we are told that all scripture is from God:

2Timothy 3:16-17 => All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

What is interesting about this verse, though, is that it tells us that the Bible will thoroughly equip us for every good work!  This seems to say to me that I do not need to study wrong worldviews, but do need to study the Bible.

Now, here is the first verse that advises us to be "innocent about what is evil".

ROMANS 16:17-19 => I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. 18 For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. 19 Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am full of joy over you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil.

We should be wise about what is GOOD … in other words, STUDY the right worldview, the Truth, Scriptures.  Then we also need to NOT study the wrong worldviews in order to remain innocent about what is evil (how can we remain "innocent" if we study it?).

Definition of INNOCENT from Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary online on the internet:

free from guilt or sin especially through lack of knowledge of evil

If we STUDY wrong worldviews, we are trying to gain knowledge about them, and in doing so we totally lose our innocence, something Paul told us we should KEEP.

Likewise Paul also told us to be like babies when it comes to evil (or wrong worldviews), and even Christ instructed us to be innocent as a dove:

1COR 14:20 => Brothers, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults.

MAT 10:16 => I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.
But note that we are not to be mindless … we are to think like adults and to be shrewd - but shrewd in presenting the TRUTH, the right worldview.  God doesn't like the wrong worldviews, but delights in the true worldview:

PROV 11:1 => The LORD abhors dishonest scales, but accurate weights are his delight.

PROV 10:28a => The prospect of the righteous is joy

PROV 10:29a => The way of the LORD is a refuge for the righteous

PROV 10:30a => The righteous will never be uprooted

PROV 10:31a => The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom

PROV 10:32a => The lips of the righteous know what is fitting

Proverbs 10:28-32 seems to be saying to me that God wants us to be righteous, and that will bring forth wisdom - and by this wisdom we will know what is fitting to say and when to say it.  There are multiple places in the Bible that talk about how God can give us the words to speak!

Eph 6:19 => Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel

Exodus 4:11-12 => The Lord said to him, "Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say."
God also can make people favorably disposed to hearing the message you have (especially if it is talking about Jesus).  Perhaps this is what we mean when we ask God to soften someone's heart.  God can do this for us if we are presenting the Truth to people we are talking with:

Exodus 3:21 => I [God] will make the Egyptians favorably disposed toward this people so that when you leave you will not go empty-handed.

Exodus 12:36 => The Lord had made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people and they gave them what they asked for.

Paul tells the Ephesians that they need to expose the fruitless deeds of darkness (wrong worldviews).  But look at HOW they are to do this!  They do this through the TRUTH as this light exposes them, and good overcomes evil.  Likewise, in Romans 12:21 Paul tells us how to over come evil - once again with good (not with knowledge of the wrong worldviews):

Eph 5:11-14 => 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for it is light that makes everything visible.

Romans 12:21 => Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Ezra advised his people to keep separate from the other worldviews around them:

Ezra 10:11a => Now make confession to the LORD, the God of your fathers, and do his will. Separate yourselves from the peoples around you

Psalm 101 tells us not to look at evil or deeds of the faithless - and again, it tells us to be innocent of evil, to not study it:

Psalm 101:3-4 => :3 I will set before my eyes no vile thing.  The deeds of faithless men I hate; they will not cling to me.  4 Men of perverse heart shall be far from me; I will have nothing to do with evil.

Romans 12:2 => Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

As Shane Holden would say, the word "nothing" in Hebrew means "nothing".

Right after Paul tells us to not conform to wrong worldviews, he tells us that we need to hear from God, who has the perfect strategy for us when we need it.  (Do we really think we can improve on a perfect strategy?)  There are multiple places in the Bible that tell us that God will lead us:

Psalm 25:9 => He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way.

Psalm 73:24 => You guide me with your counsel
Isaiah 42:16 => I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth.  These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.

Psalm 31:3 => Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead and guide me.

Psalm 23:3b => He guides me in paths of righteousness  for his name's sake.

Psalm 5:8 => Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies; make straight your way before me.

Isaiah 58:11a => The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land

It seems to me that by studying wrong worldviews, we are deciding that we can devise better plans and strategies than God.  This does not seem to be a prudent decision.

Next, it seems that the Bible tells us that TRUTH and LIGHT is what we should use to combat darkness.  This means studying the truth, not studying wrong worldviews:

John 3:19-21 => 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.

Col 3:2 => Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
Rom 13:12b => let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.
Phil 3:19b-20a => Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven.
Finally, we are advised to FLEE from all evil.  Studying wrong worldviews is not fleeing from them, thus it seems ill advised.

1Tim 6:11 => But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.

1Tim 6:20 => Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge
2Tim 2:22 => Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

James 1:27b => keep oneself from being polluted by the world.

Col 2:20a => you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world,

1Thes 5:22 => you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world

2Tim 3:5b => Have nothing to do with them

Psalm 34:14a => Turn from evil and do good

Psalm 37:27a => Turn from evil and do good

MORE:

1Peter 2:2 => Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation

Jude 22-23 => Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear--hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.

