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Outline of Obadiah

I. Declaration

A. Arise against Edom (1)

B. Edom will be made small (2)

II. Edom’s arrogance

A. Edom is living high, thinking “who can bring us down?” (3)

B. God will bring Edom down from her heights (4)

III. Edom’s destruction

A. Edom will be totally ransacked (5-6)

B. Friends and Allies will turn against Edom in this destruction (7)

C. Edom’s wise men and warriors will be cut down (8-9)

IV. Edom’s crimes against Judah

A. Edom will be shamed and destroyed for their violence against Judah (10)

B. Edom gleefully watched others ransack Judah, so they are just as guilty (11-12)

C. Edom was kicking Judah while they were down, seizing the situation for looting (13-14)

V. All nations that perpetrated violence will find the same violence upon themselves (15-16)

VI. Judah’s ascension (v 17-21)

A. Judah will regain it’s inheritance (17)

B. Judah will consume Edom (18)

C. People from Negev will occupy Edom’s mountains (19)

D. People from the foothills will possess the land of the Philistines and fields of Ephram & Samaria (19)

E. People from the tribe of Benjamin will possess Gilead (19)

F. Israelites in Canaan will possess land as far as Zarephath (20)

G. Israelites in Sepharad will possess towns of the Negev (20)

H. The kingdom will be the LORD’s (21)

Meaning of the name Obadiah:

· Servant of Yahweh (International Standard Bible Encyclopedia)

· Worshiper of Yhwh (Jewish Encyclopedia)

· Servant of Jehovah (Old Testament Hebrew Lexicon)

· Servant of the Lord (Easton’s Bible Dictionary & Hitchcock’s Bible Names & Smith’s Bible Dictionary)

Author:

The author of the book is a man named Obadiah. There seem to be about a dozen Obadiah’s mentioned in the Old Testament, so this appears to be a common name.  It is not certain that the Obadiah who wrote this book was the same Obadiah as mentioned elsewhere in the Old Testament.  Here is a list of the other Obadiah’s in the Old Testament:

1) Head of household for Ahab, who was King of Israel from about 874-853BC (1Kings 18:1-16)

2) Son of Hananiah who was a direct descendent of King David (1Chron 3:21)

3) Son of Izrahiah, son of Uzzi - a chief man (1Chron 7:3)

4) Son of Azel (1Chron 8:38 & 1Chron 9:44)

5) Son of Shemaiah (1Chron 9:16)

6) A Gadite Army Commander who defected to join King David after he was banished by Saul - a commander who was a match for 100 or even a match for up to 1000 soldiers.  He crossed the Jordan in the first month. (1Chron 12:9)

7) Father of Ishmaiah (1Chron 27:19)

8) An official teachersent by King Jehoshaphat in his third year of reign into the cities of Judah. (2Chron 17:7)

9) A Levite of the Merarite clan (2Chron 34:12)

10) Of the family of Joab who came with Ezra from Babylon during the reign of King Artaxerxes about 540BC or 460BC (Ezra 8:9)

11) A priest who signe the document of Nehemiah (Nehemiah 10:5)

12) A gatekeeper during the reign of Joiakim in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah during the reign of Darius II of Persia (Nehemiah 12:25)

It is quite possible that the Obadiah who wrote the book of Obadiah was the same as noted in (1) above.  This Obadiah would have been a man of integrity who the King fully trusted (refer to Nehemian 7:2 who refers to putting Hananiah in charge because "he was a man of integrity and feared God more than most men do.")  If this was the Obadiah, then he was a friend of Elijah himself (1Kings 18:7).  This same Obadiah also was the man who hid 100 prophets from Jezebel to protect them. Another point was that 1Sam 3:1 stated that "there were not many vision". I wonder if Obadiah had one of the few visions of those days.

Also note that first century Jewish historian Josephus maintained that the Obadiah in Kings 18 is the same who authored the book of Obadiah.  This is a key piece of information, for it supports a very early date of writing!

DATE WRITTEN:

I spent literally over 20 hours researching this and this seems like something that cannot be determined from the information available to me at this time.  However, here are some thoughts after all this research:

There are parallels between Obadiah and Jeremiah.  Some say that this means that one of them was borrowing from the other.  Actually this could be true, but a third option is that both were inspired by the Holy Spirit in a similar way (I like this third option myself).  However, the Jewish Encyclopedia makes a good argument that if anyone was borrowing, it would be Jeremiah copying from Obadiah, since Obadiah has the more original form.  One example follows (more will be in an appendix)

Ob 1:5

If thieves came to you, 
if robbers in the night- 
Oh, what a disaster awaits you- 
would they not steal only as much as they wanted? 
If grape pickers came to you, 
would they not leave a few grapes?
Jer 49:9

If grape pickers came to you, 
would they not leave a few grapes? 
If thieves came during the night, 
would they not steal only as much as they wanted?

Edom and Israel are like brothers (based on brotherly rivalry starting with Jacob and Esau).  Dating hostilities and bad feelings between them cannot be done since this has always been the case.

Dating the book based on when Jerusalem was attacked, also does not help immensely, since it was attacked many times.  Some would argue that the reference should be to the time when the attack was fiercest, but this argument does not hold water, since Obadiah could be writing about the first attack against Jerusalem, which would seem like a great calamity and he would not be able to compare it to an even worse situation that occurs later, because, obviously, it had not yet happened.

I would like to date the book between 853-841BC.  (Josephus concurs with this time period)  Others seem to argue for a date around 586BC.

1Kings 11:40 indicates that King Jeroboam1 lived with Shishak in Egypt… and we also know that 1Kings 14:25-26 indicates that Shishak invaded and attacked Jerusalem in about 925BC.

1Kings 22:47 indicates that there was no King in Edom (during the reign of Jehoshaphat)

2Kings 8:20-22 tells about King Jehoram of Judah (about 847BC) and his scuffle with Edom … ending with a statement that Edom has been in continuous rebellion against Judah.

Literary Style:

Both Synonymous Parallelism (vs 2-7) and Synthetic Parallelism (vs 21) are utilized in the book of Obadiah.

THE MESSAGE of Obadiah:

Edom has gotten arrogant.  Their pride is high.  They have sat back and watched idling as other nations pillage their brother the Israelites.  Then they "kick them while they are down" themselves!

So, Obadiah has a proclamation against Edom, that God has seen what they have done and will bring them down.  At the same time Obadiah proclaims that Israel will regain its inheritance!  It will be delivered!  Ending with the statement: "The Kingdom will be the Lord's."

WORD STUDY:  KINGDOM (from Obadiah 1:21 - final sentence of the book)

Obadiah 1:21:

The deliverers will ascend Mount Zion To judge the mountain of Esau, And the kingdom will be the LORD'S. 

The English word "kingdom" in this verse is from the Hebrew word "hkwlm" or M@luwkah. The hebrew word has a simple definition:  kingship, royalty, kingly office.  It appears 24 times in the Bible and is translated the following ways:

NASB


KJV
king's (2)

king (1)

kingdom (18)

kingdom (15)

royal (4)


reign (1)




royal (6)




royalty (1)

What kind of royalty and kingdom is this word usually referring to?

Let's look at all 24 occurances to see what we can see:


KJV
NASB

1Sa 10:16 
And Saul said unto his uncle, He told us plainly that the asses were found. But of the matter of the kingdom, whereof Samuel spake, he told him not. 
So Saul said to his uncle, "He told us plainly that the donkeys had been found ." But he did not tell him about the matter of the kingdom which Samuel had mentioned. 

1Sa 10:25 
Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house. 
Then Samuel told the people the ordinances of the kingdom, and wrote them in the book and placed it before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the people away, each one to his house. 

1Sa 11:14 
Then said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. 
Then Samuel said to the people, "Come and let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom there ." 

1Sa 14:47 
So Saul took the kingdom over Israel, and fought against all his enemies on every side, against Moab, and against the children of Ammon, and against Edom, and against the kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines: and whithersoever he turned himself, he vexed them. 
Now when Saul had taken the kingdom over Israel, he fought against all his enemies on every side, against Moab, the sons of Ammon, Edom, the kings of Zobah, and the Philistines; and wherever he turned, he inflicted punishment. 

1Sa 18:8 
And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but the kingdom?
Then Saul became very angry, for this saying displeased him; and he said, "They have ascribed to David ten thousands, but to me they have ascribed thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom ?

2Sa 12:26 
And Joab fought against Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and took the royal city. 
Now Joab fought against Rabbah of the sons of Ammon and captured the royal city. 

2Sa 16:8 
The LORD hath returned upon thee all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned; and the LORD hath delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son: and, behold, thou art taken in thy mischief, because thou art a bloody man.
"The LORD has returned upon you all the bloodshed of the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the LORD has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom. And behold, you are taken in your own evil, for you are a man of bloodshed !"

1Ki 1:46 
And also Solomon sitteth on the throne of the kingdom. 
"Besides, Solomon has even taken his seat on the throne of the kingdom. 

1Ki 2:15 
And he said, Thou knowest that the kingdom was mine, and that all Israel set their faces on me, thatI should reign: howbeit the kingdom is turned about, and is become my brother's: for it was his from the LORD. 
So he said, "You know that the kingdom was mine and that all Israel expected me to be king; however, the kingdom has turned about and become my brother's, for it was his from the LORD. 

1Ki 2:22 
And king Solomon answered and said unto his mother, And why dost thou ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? ask for him the kingdom also; for he is mine elder brother; even for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah. 
King Solomon answered and said to his mother, "And why are you asking Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him also the kingdom --for he is my older brother --even for him, for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah !" 

1Ki 11:35 
ButI will take the kingdom out of his son's hand, and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes. 
butI will take the kingdom from his son's hand and give it to you, even ten tribes. 

1Ki 12:21 
And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah, with the tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 
Now when Rehoboam had come to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, 180,000 chosen men who were warriors, to fight against the house of Israel to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 

1Ki 21:7 
And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.
Jezebel his wife said to him, "Do you now reign over Israel? Arise, eat bread, and let your heart be joyful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite ."

2Ki 25:25 
But it came to pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the seed royal, came, and ten men with him, and smote Gedaliah, that he died, and the Jews and the Chaldees that were with him at Mizpah.
But it came about in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family, came with ten men and struck Gedaliah down so that he died along with the Jews and the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah.

1Ch 10:14 
And enquired not of the LORD: therefore he slew him, and turned the kingdom unto David the son of Jesse.
and did not inquire of the LORD. Therefore He killed him and turned the kingdom to David the son of Jesse.

Ps 22:28 
For the kingdom is the LORD'S: and he is the governor among the nations.
For the kingdom is the LORD'S And He rules over the nations.

Isa 34:12 
They shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom, but none shall be there, and all her princes shall be nothing. 
Its nobles --there is no one there Whom they may proclaim king -- And all its princes will be nothing. 

Isa 62:3 
Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.
You will also be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, And a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Jer 41:1 
Now it came to pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah the son of Elishama, of the seed royal, and the princes of the king, even ten men with him, came unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and there they did eat bread together in Mizpah.
In the seventh month Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family and one of the chief officers of the king, along with ten men, came to Mizpah to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. While they were eating bread together there in Mizpah,

Eze 16:13 
Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. 
"Thus you were adorned with gold and silver, and your dress was of fine linen, silk and embroidered cloth. You ate fine flour, honey and oil; so you were exceedingly beautiful and advanced to royalty. 

Eze 17:13 
And hath taken of the king's seed, and made a covenant with him, and hath taken an oath of him: he hath also taken the mighty of the land:
'He took one of the royal family and made a covenant with him, putting him under oath. He also took away the mighty of the land,

Da 1:3 
And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes;
Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles,

Ob 1:21 
And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the LORD'S.
The deliverers will ascend Mount Zion To judge the mountain of Esau, And the kingdom will be the LORD'S.

Before we take a look at what we SEE in these verses … perhaps it is more significant to note what we do NOT see!

What we don't see, looking at the NASB Old Testament translation, is the other 183 times the word KINGDOM appears … or the other 251 times the word KING'S appears … or the other 43 times the work ROYAL appears!  FIVE different Hebrew words are translated as "kingdom".  FOUR different Hebrew words are translated as "royal".  SIX different Hebrew words are translated as "king", and that includes over 2,500 times the word "king" (as opposed to "king's").

So this Hebrew word we might refer to as "kingdom" is definitely not the most common.  From my readings of each of these verses (especially 1Ki 2:15 in it's full context), it seems evident that this "kingdom" is "God's Kingdom" in the Israelites!

So, that helps clarify that last line in Obadiah.  I could reword it like this:

"The deliverers will ascend Mount Zion to judge the mountain of Esau (Edom), and God's Kingdom of Israel will be the Lords again!"

For comparison I checked how "THE MESSAGE" phrased that last sentence … it put it this way:

"The remnant of the saved in Mount Zion will go into the mountains of Esau and rule justly and fairly, a rule that honors God's kingdom."

Map (showing Jerusalem, Judah and Edom at the bottom right):
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APPENDIX A - Jeremiah and Obadiah compared

It is quite amazing how much of Obadiah has a virtually identical appearance in Jeremiah 49.  It is worth reviewing the most obvious of these using the NASB or NIV where clarity appeared best.

I have looked over this comparison and can see how Jeremiah could very well have been quoting from Obadiah.

Quick Notes before looking at these verses:

Teman was a main city in Edom

Esau and Jacob were the brothers at the beginning of the "feud" between Judah and Edom

Mountain of Esau is a reference to Edom

Obadiah 1
Jeremiah 49

1

Thus says the Lord GOD concerning (1) Edom--
7

Concerning Edom. Thus says the Lrod of hosts,

1

We have heard a report from the LORD,
And an envoy has been sent among the nations saying,
"Arise and let us go against her for battle"--
14

I have heard a message from the LORD,

and an envoy is sent among the nations saying,

"Gather yourselves together and come against her, And rise up for battle!"

2

"Behold, I will make you small among the nations;
You are greatly despised. 
15

"For behold, I have made you small among the nations,
Despised among men."

3

"The arrogance of your heart has deceived you,
You who live in the clefts of the rock,
In the loftiness of your dwelling place,
16

"The arrogance of your heart has deceived you,
O you who live in the clefts of the rock,
Who occupy the height of the hill.

3-4

Who say in your heart,
'Who will bring me down to earth?' 
"Though you build high like the eagle,
Though you set your nest among the stars,
From there I will bring you down," declares the LORD. 
16

Though you make your nest as high as an eagle's,
I will bring you down from there," declares the LORD. 

5

"If thieves came to you,
If robbers by night--
O how you will be ruined!--
Would they not steal only until they had enough?
If grape gatherers came to you,
Would they not leave some gleanings? 
9

"If grape gatherers came to you,
Would they not leave gleanings?
If thieves came by night,
They would destroy only until they had enough. 

6

"O how Esau will be ransacked,
And his hidden treasures searched out! 
10

But I have stripped Esau bare,
I have uncovered his hiding places
So that he will not be able to conceal himself;

7 NIV

All your allies will force you to the border; 
your friends will deceive and overpower you; 
those who eat your bread will set a trap for you,
but you will not detect it. 
19 NIV

"Like a lion coming up from Jordan's thickets 
to a rich pastureland, 
I will chase Edom from its land in an instant. 

20 NIV

The young of the flock will be dragged away; 
he will completely destroy their pasture because of them. 

7

[re: Edom]

(There is no understanding in him.) 
7

"Is there no longer any wisdom in Teman?
Has good counsel been lost to the prudent?
Has their wisdom decayed? 

9

"Then your mighty men will be dismayed, O Teman, 
22

the hearts of the mighty men of Edom in that day will be like the heart of a woman in labor. 

9 NIV

and everyone in Esau's mountains 
will be cut down in the slaughter. 

18 NIV

the house of Esau will be stubble, 
and they will set it on fire and consume it. 
There will be no survivors 
from the house of Esau." 
The LORD has spoken.
8 NIV

for I will bring disaster on Esau 
at the time I punish him. 

10 NIV

His children, relatives and neighbors will perish, 
and he will be no more. 

10 NIV

Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, 
you will be covered with shame; 
you will be destroyed forever. 
10 NIV

But I will strip Esau bare; 
I will uncover his hiding places, 
so that he cannot conceal himself. 
His children, relatives and neighbors will perish, 
and he will be no more.

11 NIV

On the day you stood aloof 
while strangers carried off his wealth 
and foreigners entered his gates 
and cast lots for Jerusalem, 
you were like one of them. 

12 NIV

You should not look down on your brother 
in the day of his misfortune, 
nor rejoice over the people of Judah 
in the day of their destruction, 
nor boast so much 
in the day of their trouble. 
12 NIV

This is what the LORD says: "If those who do not deserve to drink the cup must drink it, why should you go unpunished? You will not go unpunished, but must drink it. 

[my interpretation: if Judah, who did not deserve this was left to be harmed, then you, Edom, must be punished for allowing it]

16

"Because just as you drank on My holy mountain,
All the nations will drink continually.
They will drink and swallow
And become as if they had never existed. 
12

For thus says the LORD, "Behold, those who were not sentenced to drink the cup will certainly drink it, and are you the one who will be completely acquitted? You will not be acquitted, but you will certainly drink it. 
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