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Character Study: Noah

Noah is a significant character in the Bible for many reasons, as the following chart illustrates:

He is said to have "walked with God", a claim that is attached to only one other person (Enoch) in the Bible!
Genesis 6:9 Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.

He is said to be a "type" of Salvation through the Gospel, or a "type" of baptism, being saved through the waters.
1Peter 3:20-21  In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ

He is said to be a "type" of the Savior
Genesis 5:29 He named him Noah and said, "He will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the LORD has cursed."

2Corinthians 1:5 For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows.

His name (meaning Rest and Consolation) is prophetic in that he is a "type" of Him who is the true "rest and comfort" of men under the burden of life
Genesis 5:29 He named him Noah and said, "He will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the LORD has cursed."

Matthew 11:28 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.

2Corinthians 1:3-4 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.

He is called a "Preacher of Righteousness", a reference applied to no other person in the Bible
2Peter 2:5 he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others

He is the one God made the Royal Grant, the Noahic Covenant with, the sign of this is still seen today in the rainbow. This also is referred to as the Covenant of Peace.
Genesis 9:8-17 GE 9:8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9 "I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you 10 and with every living creature that was with you--the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you--every living creature on earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth." 12 And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13 I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth." 17 So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth."

Isaiah 54:9-10 "To me this is like the days of Noah, when I swore that the waters of Noah would never again cover the earth.  So now I have sworn not to be angry with you, never to rebuke you again. 10 Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed," says the LORD, who has compassion on you.

He is an example of God's Providence when he and his family were saved from the flood
Genesis 7:1 The LORD then said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have found you righteous in this generation.

Genesis 7:7 And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood.

2Peter 2:5  if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others;

He is an example of God's Preserving Care
Genesis 6:8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.

Genesis 6:13-21 13 So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. 16 Make a roof for it and finish the ark to within 18 inches of the top. Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. 17 I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark--you and your sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you. 19 You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21 You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them."

Genesis 7 selections follow:

7:1The LORD then said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have found you righteous in this generation.

4 Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made." 7:5 And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him. 7:6 Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth. 7 And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood.

10 And after the seven days the floodwaters came on the earth.

17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. 18 The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water.

23 Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.

Genesis 8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind [same word translated "Spirit of God" in Genesis 1:2] over the earth, and the waters receded.

Genesis 8:15-16 Then God said to Noah, 16 "Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives.

He is an example of longevity, dying at the age of 950 - only two others in the Bible (Jared and Methuselah) are stated to have lived longer than Noah
Genesis 9:29 Altogether, Noah lived 950 years, and then he died.

He is an example of paternal blessings
Genesis 9:24-27 When Noah awoke from his wine and found out what his youngest son had done to him, 25 he said, "Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers." 26 He also said, "Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem! May Canaan be the slave of Shem. 27 May God extend the territory of Japheth; may Japheth live in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be his slave."

He is a person that God reasoned with
Genesis 6:11-13 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13 So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.

He is one of the few who are called blameless as well as "perfect in his generations" [wording depends upon translation used]
Genesis 6:9 Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God. [NIV]
This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.  [NKJV]

He built the very first altar and offered the first "burnt offering" to God
Genesis 8:20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it.

He was living at the same time as Adam - for about 250 years they both were alive at the same time


As Adam was the father of all mankind, similarly Noah was the head of a new human family, representing the whole human race because his family were the only survivors of the flood. Later Abraham would also be referred to as father of a people
To Adam & Eve: Genesis 1:28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.
To Noah & Family: Genesis 9:1 Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.

Genesis 9:8-9 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9 "I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you

Genesis 7:4 Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made."

Genesis 7:21-24 Every living thing that moved on the earth perished--birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. 22 Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. 23 Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. 24 The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days.

Of Abraham: Genesis 17:5 No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations.

He cursed Canaan
Genesis 9:25 he said, "Cursed be Canaan!

He did as God commanded, putting him in the company of David, Abraham, and Moses and Aaron
Noah: Genesis 6:22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him.

David: 1Chronicles 14:16 So David did as God commanded him

Abraham: Genesis 21:4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him.
Moses & Aaron: Exodus 7:6 Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD commanded them. [many more references for Moses]

God included Noah in his list of three very righteous men; Noah, Daniel and Job
Ezekiel 14:12-20 12 The word of the LORD came to me: 13 "Son of man, if a country sins against me by being unfaithful and I stretch out my hand against it to cut off its food supply and send famine upon it and kill its men and their animals, 14 even if these three men--Noah, Daniel and Job--were in it, they could save only themselves by their righteousness, declares the Sovereign LORD. 15 "Or if I send wild beasts through that country and they leave it childless and it becomes desolate so that no one can pass through it because of the beasts, 16 as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, even if these three men were in it, they could not save their own sons or daughters. They alone would be saved, but the land would be desolate. 17 "Or if I bring a sword against that country and say, `Let the sword pass throughout the land,' and I kill its men and their animals, 18 as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, even if these three men were in it, they could not save their own sons or daughters. They alone would be saved. 19 "Or if I send a plague into that land and pour out my wrath upon it through bloodshed, killing its men and their animals, 20 as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, even if Noah, Daniel and Job were in it, they could save neither son nor daughter. They would save only themselves by their righteousness.

God "remembered" Noah.  This is significant, because being remembered in the Bible is not merely recalling to memory, but it is to express concern for someone, to act with loving care for him.
Genesis 8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind [this same word is translated "Spirit of God" in Genesis 1:2] over the earth, and the waters receded.

Interesting Tidbit: Noah's father (Lamech) died about 5 years before the flood and his grandfather (Methuselah) may have died IN the flood.

The story of Noah is extremely interesting.

Both Noah, "a man of the soil", (Genesis 9:20) and his father Lamech (Genesis 5:29 refers to "the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground") were farmers.

We see a farmer in the midst of an extremely wicked world.  But this farmer has integrity and righteousness.  So much so, that because of him, God spared the entire world!

Genesis 6:5-8 GE 6:5 The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 6 The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7 So the LORD said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth--men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air--for I am grieved that I have made them." 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.
Next we see that an ordinary farmer can become an expert boat builder, providing us with an excellent example of how God will give us the abilities needed to do the tasks that he sets before us.  Meanwhile, as Noah is building the ark, all the people in the entire area must have mocked him day and night, referring to him as a fool - building a huge boat in the middle of dry land.  Yet in the midst of this, Noah preaches about God to everyone (he was called "a preacher of righteousness").  But no one listened.  So now we have another excellent example, this time we learn that it is not the number of people you save that is important in being a preacher of righteousness, for apparently none were saved in all the years that Noah preached.

The book of Ezekiel clarifies the fact that it is God who saves, not man (Ezekiel 14:12-23).  It clarifies the fact that Noah's righteousness and preaching (which was great) could not save anyone in and of itself! (Ezekiel 14:20 "They would deliver only themselves by their righteousness.")
Now the story gets even more interesting, because consider WHY Noah built the ark, even though it seemed impossible that it could be of any use what-so-ever!  He built it because he had FAITH in God. It was an extreme act of faith to build a huge ark in a dry, landlocked region where it was inconceivable that there ever could be enough water to even get it to float.

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

But wait, there is more to this story than just faith.  Noah is also providing us with an excellent example of a proper fear of the Lord, an awesome respect of God.  When we acknowledge God for what he is - creator of the entire universe - and when we let that fact sink into our small brains, we can be like Noah, and live every day with an awesome respect of the God who is right now, this very minute, holding the universe together.

And we can see an example of God's preserving care in how He provided a way for Noah and his family to escape the disaster that was unleashed upon the earth.  And the way that Noah was saved, was by obeying the commands of God, regardless of whether they seemed reasonable or not!  This would be good for us to remember if we are tempted to question whether something God requests of us is reasonable or not.  How reasonable was it to build an ark in the middle of land no where near water!?

