Ruminations from ONE THING and THE CALL Kansas City 2002 --- Len@TechnoHeaven.com
Knowledge = Intimacy

We often can replace the word "knowledge" with "intimacy" in Scriptures!  An easy way to remember why is the phrase "Adam KNEW Eve".  Knowing means intimately experiencing and knowing.

Jesus is a Seal of Love over our heart:

6 Place me like a seal over your heart, 
like a seal on your arm; 
for love is as strong as death, 
its jealousy unyielding as the grave. 
It burns like blazing fire, 
like a mighty flame. - Song of Songs 8:6

One Thing

4 One thing I ask of the LORD , 
this is what I seek: 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 
and to seek him in his temple.  - Psalm 27:4

Bride and Bridegroom:

Jesus Christ is the Bridegroom (John the Baptist was "the friend of the bridegroom):

27To this John [the Baptist] replied, "A man can receive only what is given him from heaven. 28You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' 29The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 

God is our husband:

14 "Return, faithless people," declares the LORD , "for I am your husband. I will choose you-one from a town and two from a clan-and bring you to Zion. 15 Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding. - Jer 3:14-15

The Body of Christ is the Bride:

17The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. - Rev 22:17

The GRASSHOPPER PERSPECTIVE:

27 They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan."  30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it."  31 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they are stronger than we are." 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them." Numbers 13:27-33

Numbers 13:32-33 illustrates the grasshopper perspective.  If we put our head to the ground and look across the ground, small things will appear huge.  However, If we lift ourselves up off the ground, and look at the same things from on high, they are but like grasshoppers.  When the enemy in front of us appears too large to withstand or the task appears insurmountable, we must lift ourselves up and view it from above to see it in proper perspective.

· Do not be discouraged.  Do not be afraid.

· Fear is the darkroom where our negatives are developed.

· Cancel your plans on being miserable … get on with your destiny.

· Lord … I want you … more than anything, more than everything!

Cry out to God Day and Night:

7And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" - Luke 18:7-8

Pray first … THEN go:

2Then He said to them, "The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.  - Luke 10:2

Night and Day Worship includes fasting and prayer:

37and then was a widow until she was eighty-four.  She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. - Luke 2:37

All will prophecy:

15These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
17" 'In the last days, God says, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
your young men will see visions, 
your old men will dream dreams. 

Always Pray, Never Give Up:

1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. - Luke 18:1

· Let your HEART speak louder than your MOUTH

· Worship 'till you drop

God is rising up men and women after God's heart to lead and feed us:

14 "Return, faithless people," declares the LORD , "for I am your husband. I will choose you-one from a town and two from a clan-and bring you to Zion. 15 Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding. - Jer 3:14-15

Gather the People:

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
declare a holy fast, 
call a sacred assembly. - Joel 2:15

David was a man after God's Heart:

14 But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the LORD's command." - 1Sam 13:14

God loved us FIRST:

19We love because he first loved us. - 1John 4:19

9"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. - John 15:9

Forget the past and move forward:

13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, - Phil 3:13
(remember: Paul was formerly Saul, who persecuted/murdered Christians … and that can be forgotten and placed behind him … so press on and do not let anything of the past hold me back)
· King David actually hired THOUSANDS of musicians for full time worship of the Lord. (see 1Chron 23 & 25)

We can be cleansed:

9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. - 1John 1:9

· Don't look AT people … look INTO a person and connect with them - looking deeper is something the Holy Spirit will help us with.  It's not pity - it's compassion - it is an awe and reverence to each person.  (Tony Campolo)

· Atheist = Endangered Species

We are called to be LOVERS not WORKERS:

2I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 4Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. 5Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. - Rev 2:2-5

They can't see GOD if they only can see ME

Beware! Pride! Lord, they can't see you if they only can see me!  If I am a shining star how can others see Christ … rather they see me!  Forgive me for placing myself in a path so that I am the shining star --- even if it is FOR YOU Lord, I need your help to let me be merely a reflection of Your Light --- that YOU are the shining star.

Being acknowledged is SO GOOD!  Someone saying, "Wow, you were so great in how you presented that material!"  Now think, how often do we acknowledge God?

Turn the hearts of the fathers to their children … and hearts of the children to the fathers:

5 "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse." - Mal 4:5-6

Death has climbed in through our windows:

21 Death has climbed in through our windows 
and has entered our fortresses; 
it has cut off the children from the streets 
and the young men from the public squares.  - Jer 9:21
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