National Day of Prayer History
page 7
Work In Progress


National Day Of Prayer History - Summary

(not conclusive - only the dates I was able to verify)

(Text included for Each Date Referenced if I found it)

To Do: Since Thanksgiving is a type of prayer, add Thanksgiving proclamations

Send Additions to Len@Technoheaven.com 

1775: The Second Continental Congress proclaimed a National Day of Prayer

March 16, 1776:  General William Livingston presented a resolution in the Third Continental Congress, which passed without dissent, declaring May 17, 1776, as a National Day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer

May 17, 1776:   Official National Day of Fasting, Humiliation, and Prayer

September 25, 1789:  United States Congress unanimously approved a resolution asking President George Washington to proclaim a National Day of Public Thanksgiving and Prayer

January 1, 1795:  President George Washington issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Public Thanksgiving and Prayer

February 19, 1795:  Official National Day of Public Thanksgiving and Prayer

March 23, 1798:  President John Adams issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer

May 9, 1798:  National Day of Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer

March 6, 1799:  President John Adams issued a Proclamation of a National a Day of Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer

April 25, 1799:  National Day of Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer

July 9, 1812:  President James Madison issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Public Humiliation and Prayer

August 20, 1812:  National Day of Public Humiliation and Prayer

July 23, 1813:  President James Madison issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Public Humiliation and Prayer

September 9, 1813:  National Day of Public Humiliation and Prayer

November 16, 1814:   President James Madison issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Public Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer

January 12, 1815: National Day of Public Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer

April 13, 1841:  President John Tyler issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Fasting and Prayer in respect of the death of President William Henry Harrison

May 14, 1841:  National Day of Fasting and Prayer

July 3, 1849:  President Zachary Taylor issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer 

August 3, 1849: National Day of Prayer

December 14, 1860:  President James Buchanan issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer including this statement:

January 4, 1861:  National Day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer

August 12, 1861:  after the Union army was defeated at the Battle of Bull Run,  President Abraham Lincoln issued a Proclamation declaring a National Day of Humiliation, Prayer, and Fasting

September 26, 1861:  National Day of Humiliation, Prayer, and Fasting

March 3, 1863:  The United States Congress, 37th Congress third session, passed a resolution in the U.S. Senate calling upon the President to proclaim a National Day of Prayer and Humiliation

March 30, 1863:  President Abraham Lincoln issued a Proclamation appointing a National Day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer

April 30, 1863:  National Day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer

July 15, 1863:  President Abraham Lincoln issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving, Praise and Prayer

August 6, 1863:  National Day of Thanksgiving, Praise and Prayer

July 7, 1864:  President Abraham Lincoln issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Humiliation and Prayer

August 4, 1864:  National Day of Humiliation and Prayer

April 29, 1865:   President Andrew Johnson issued recommendations regarding the Proclamation of a National Day of Humiliation and Prayer

May 25, 1865:  National Day of Humiliation and Prayer

October 12, 1868:  President Andrew Johnson issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Public Praise, Thanksgiving, and Prayer

November 26, 1868:  National Day of Public Praise, Thanksgiving and Prayer

October 5, 1869:  President Ulysses S. Grant issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving, Praise and Prayer

November 18, 1869:  National Day of Thanksgiving, Praise and Prayer

October 29, 1877:  President Rutherford B. Hayes issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 29, 1877:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

October 30, 1878:  President Rutherford B. Hayes issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 28, 1878:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 3, 1879:  President Rutherford B. Hayes issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 27, 1879:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 4, 1881:   President Chester A. Arthur issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 24, 1881:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

October 25, 1882:  President Chester A. Arthur issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 30, 1882:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 2, 1885:  President Grover Cleveland issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 26, 1885:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 1, 1886:  President Grover Cleveland issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 25, 1886:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

October 25, 1887:  President Grover Cleveland issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 24, 1887:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 1, 1888:  President Grover Cleveland issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 29, 1888:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

April 4, 1889:  President Benjamin Harrison issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving, in honor of the Centennial of George Washington's Presidential Inauguration

April 30, 1889:  National Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving

November 1, 1889:  President Benjamin Harrison issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 28, 1889:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 8, 1890:  President Benjamin Harrison issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving

November 27, 1890:  National Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving

November 13, 1891:  President Benjamin Harrison issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Joyful Thanksgiving

November 26, 1891:  National Day of Joyful Thanksgiving

November 1, 1894:  President Grover Cleveland issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 4, 1895:  President Grover Cleveland issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 28, 1895:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 4, 1896:  President Grover Cleveland issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 26, 1896:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

October 29, 1897:  President William McKinley issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 25, 1897:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

October 25, 1899:  President William McKinley issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 30, 1899:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

September 14, 1901:  President Theodore Roosevelt issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Mourning and Prayer

September 19, 1901:  National Day of Mourning and Prayer

November 2, 1905:  President Theodore Roosevelt issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 30, 1905:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

October 31, 1908:  President Theodore Roosevelt issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 26, 1908:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 5, 1910:  President William Howard Taft issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 24, 1910:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

October 23, 1913:  President Woodrow Wilson issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 27, 1913:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

September 8, 1914:  President Woodrow Wilson issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer and Supplication

October 4, 1914:  National Day of Prayer and Supplication

October 28, 1914:  President Woodrow Wilson issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 26, 1914:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

October 20, 1915:  President Woodrow Wilson issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 25, 1915:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 17, 1916:  President Woodrow Wilson issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 30, 1916:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

October 19, 1917:  President Woodrow Wilson issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Supplication and Prayer:

October 28, 1917:  National Day of Supplication and Prayer

November 7, 1917:  President Woodrow Wilson issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 29, 1917:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

May 11, 1918:  President Woodrow Wilson issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Public Humiliation, Prayer and Fasting

May 30, 1918:  National Day of Public Humiliation, Prayer and Fasting

November 16, 1918:   just 5 days after Germany signed the armistice with the Allies, President Woodrow Wilson issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 28, 1918:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 5, 1919:  President Woodrow Wilson issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer:

November 27, 1919:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 12, 1920:  President Woodrow Wilson issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

November 25, 1920:  National Day of Thanksgiving and Prayer

October 31, 1921:  President Warren G. Harding issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving, Devotion and Prayer

November 24, 1921:  National Day of Thanksgiving, Devotion and Prayer

August 4, 1923:  from the White House, President Calvin Coolidge issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Mourning and Prayer

August 10, 1923:  National Day of Mourning and Prayer

National Day of Prayer for Permanent Peace
yearly observance declared on May 11, 1950

May 11, 1950:  National Day of Prayer for Permanent Peace yearly observance declared

The Congress by a joint resolution approved on May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158), has requested the President to issue a proclamation calling on the people of the United States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for permanent peace and designating a period on that day when the people of the United States might unite in prayer. The Congress, by Public Law 106-579, has also designated the minute beginning at 3:00 p.m. local time on that day as a time for all Americans to observe the National Moment of Remembrance.

National Day of Prayer

yearly observance declared on April 2, 1952

April 2, 1952:  National Day of Prayer yearly observance declared

The United States Senate Report Number 1389 of the 82nd Congress, 2nd Session, Calendar Number 1324 issued this report. The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the resolution (H.J. Res. 382) directing the President to proclaim a suitable day each year, other than a Sunday, as a National Day of Prayer, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon, without amendment, and recommends that the resolution do pass.  Their report included this statement:

From its beginning the United States of America has been a nation fully cognizant of the value of prayer. In the early days of colonization, the Pilgrims frequently engaged in prayer. When the delegates to the Constitutional Convention encountered difficulties in the writing and formation of a Constitution for this Nation, prayer was suggested and became an established practice at succeeding sessions. Today, both Houses of the Congress are opened daily with prayer. Prayer has indeed been a vital force in the growth and development of this Nation. It would certainly be appropriate if, pursuant to this resolution and the proclamation it urges, the people of this country were to unite in a day of prayer each year, each in accordance with his own religious faith, thus reaffirming in a dramatic manner the deep religious convictions which has prevailed throughout the history of the United States.

National Day of Prayer

yearly observance passed on April 17, 1952 as Public Law 82-324

April 17, 1952:  National Day of Prayer yearly observance passed

United States Congress passed Public Law 82-324; 66 Stat. 64, a Joint Resolution to set aside an appropriate day as a National Day of Prayer.

June 17, 1952:  President Harry S. Truman issued Proclamation 2978, declaring an annual National Day of Prayer after signing Congressional Resolution (Public Law 82-324; 66 Stat. 64)

July 4, 1952:  National Day of Prayer

December 5, 1974:  President Gerald R. Ford issued a National Day of Prayer Proclamation

March 19, 1981:  President Ronal Reagan issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 7, 1981:  National Day of Prayer

February 12, 1982:  President Ronald Reagan issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 6, 1982:  National Day of Prayer

January 27, 1983:  President Ronald Reagan issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

December 14, 1983:  President Ronald Reagan issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

February 12, 1984:  President Ronald Reagan issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 3, 1984:  National Day of Prayer

January 29, 1985:  President Ronald Reagan issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 1, 1986:  President Ronald Reagan issued a Proclamation for a National Day of Prayer

December 22, 1986:  President Ronald Reagan issued the 1987 National Day of Prayer Proclamation

May 21, 1987:  President Ronald Reagan issued a Proclamation of Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day

National Day of Prayer

yearly observance specified on January 25, 1988

January 25, 1988: National Day of Prayer yearly observance specified

United States Congress by a Joint Resolution of the 100th Congress, declared the first Thursday of each May to be recognized as a National Day of Prayer.  Wholly concurring with Congress, President Ronald Reagan the bill into law on May 5, 1988

February 3, 1988:  President Ronald Reagan issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

National Day of Prayer

yearly observance passed as Public Law 100-307 on May 5, 1988

May 5, 1988:  United States Congress, 100th Congress, 2nd Session, passed Public Law 100-307, which was approved and signed by President Ronald Reagan. It includes this statement:

PUBLIC LAW 100-307  -  MAY 5, 1988

One Hundredth Congress of the United States of America AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-fifth day of January, one thousand nine hundred and eighty-eight

AN ACT

To provide for setting aside the first Thursday in May as the date on which the National Day of Prayer is celebrated.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the joint resolution entitled "Joint Resolution to provide for setting aside an appropriate day as a National Day of Prayer," approved April 17, 1952 (Public Law 82-324; 66 Stat. 64), is amended by striking "a suitable day each year, other than a Sunday," and inserting in lieu thereof "the first Thursday in May in each year."

March 6, 1990:  President George Bush issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer
May 3, 1990:  President George Bush declared a National Day of Prayer

November 2, 1990:  President George Bush issued a Proclamation for a National Day of Prayer

February 1, 1991:  President George Bush issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

February 3, 1991:  National Day of Prayer

April 25, 1991: President George Bush issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 2, 1991: National Day of Prayer

May 14, 1991:  President George Bush issues a Proclamation of a National Day of Permanent Peace

May 27, 1991:  National Day of Prayer for Permanent Peace

March 5, 1992:  President George Bush issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 7, 1992:  National Day of Prayer

May 21, 1992:  President George Bush issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer for Permanent Peace

May 25, 1992:  National Day of Prayer for Permanent Peace

April 30, 1993:  President William J. Clinton issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 6, 1993:  National Day of Prayer

April 12, 1994:  President William J. Clinton issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 5, 1994:  National Day of Prayer

March 14, 1995:  President William J. Clinton issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 4, 1995:  National Day of Prayer

April 2, 1996:  President William J. Clinton issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 2, 1996:  National Day of Prayer (theme: "Honor God")

April 18, 1997:  President William J. Clinton issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 1, 1997:  National Day of Prayer (theme: "In God We Trust")

April 29, 1998:  President Bill Clinton issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 7, 1998:  National Day of Prayer (theme: "America, return to God" - based on Joel 2:12-13)

May 5, 1999:  President Bill Clinton issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 6, 1999:  National Day of Prayer (theme: "Light the nation … with prayer" - based on Matthew 5:14-15)

May 4, 2000:  National Day of Prayer (theme: " Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer" - based on Romans 12:12 NIV)

January 20, 2001: President George W. Bush issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving

January 21, 2001: National Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving

April 27, 2001: President George W. Bush issued a Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer

May 3, 2001:  National Day of Prayer

May 24, 2001:  President George W. Bush issued a Proclamation for a National Day of Prayer for Permanent Peace

May 28, 2001:  National Day of Prayer for Permanent Peace

September 13, 2001:  President George W. Bush issued a Proclamation for a National Day of Prayer and Remembrance

September 14, 2001: National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the Victims of the Terrorist Attacks on September 11, 2001

May 2, 2002:  National Day of Prayer (theme: "America, united under God") 

In 2002, approximately 40,000 events were held nationwide in connection with the National Day of Prayer. Local volunteers and coordinators held a variety of activities ranging from prayer breakfasts, Bible reading marathons, concerts of prayer, rallies, church prayer vigils, student flagpole gatherings and observances held in sports stadiums.

May 21, 2002:  President George W. Bush issued a Proclamation for a National Day of Prayer for Permanent Peace

May 27, 2002:  National Day of Prayer for Permanent Peace

August 31, 2002:  President George W. Bush issued a Proclamation for National Days of Prayer and Remembrance

September 6, 2002: National Day of Prayer and Remembrance

September 7, 2002: National Day of Prayer and Remembrance

September 8, 2002: National Day of Prayer and Remembrance

2003

May 1, 2003:  Officially scheduled National Day Of Prayer for 2003

"If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. -  2Chronicles 7:14 

