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1) Who (or what) is God?

· I am not sure exactly how God was portrayed in this movie

2) Are there biblical themes?

· ET was abandoned by his own people - and was hunted by humans (aliens to him)

· ET was "on the run" hiding where ever he could

· Elliot (first and last letters of his name are E and T) is just like a kid (actually, he WAS a kid) - he was plain INNOCENT.  And he understood ET.  At the same time, the mother was not seeing ET at all, and was not interested in what her daughter wants to show her.  This is mirroring Luke 10:21.

· LK 10:21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.

· ET levitates balls and makes them revolve around each other like a model of our solar system.  Jesus interacts with our world like this.  He commands to winds to be still, the waters to be calm.

· ET puts life back into the dying flowers in the pot.. Christ puts life back into us when we accept him into our hearts as Lord of our life.

· ET heals Elliot's cut finger.  Christ heals many people.

· The mother never recognized ET though she "encountered" him several times.  It was like she was blind and could not see what was right in front of her very eyes.  This is biblical referring to people "blinded" to what is right in front of them.

· ET dies and then comes back to life, reminiscent of Christ dying and rising from the dead. While he was dead, Elliot said “ET, I love you.” And all of a sudden dead plants were coming back to life and blooming again.  So, as ET is raised from the dead, so was other life!

· Love overrules all!  After ET died, Elliot said “ET, I love you” and ET rose from the dead.

· Adults were more detached – Kids were more hands on.  This is biblical in how Jesus wants us all to be like children, getting involved and not sitting back analyzing everything.

· The mother finally is shown ET and takes the kids away from ET even though they tell her that ET won’t hurt them and is sick.  This can be compared with God's own people rejecting Christ.  He showed them that he was God, yet they still pulled away!

· Virtue comes from the heart, not from the head.  Jesus wanted to advance us from the letter of the law (head) to motive (heart).

· Virtue flows naturally from the people.  This is biblical in that one should live ones life in a way that others can see Jesus in you.

· The family was highly valued. This is biblical.

· At the end of the movie, ET said “Come!” … Elliot said “Stay!”  This is similar to Jesus asking his followers to GO … while they were asking Jesus to STAY (to create the worldly empire kingdom).

3) How do we experience life?

· We look after each other, take care of each other.

· As ET was leaving earth, he told Elliot that “I’ll be right here.” Pointing to Elliot’s forehead.  The screen writer seems to be telling us that God will remain in our minds (rather than in our hearts).

4) What is the world like?

· People are all basically good.  People generally looked after each other.  Even people from the government (which normally get portrayed as bad in multiple ways).  Example, they let Elliot have time alone with ET after he died and they were “icing” him.

· The worldview presented was a combination of Naturalism and Deism.  In this world, people could save themselves.

5) What are the redemptive characters?

· ET was a Christ figure in many ways.

· “ET being here is a miracle.”  Just like Jesus coming to earth as a man was a miracle.

· When ET was dying, Elliot was somehow "linked" to him and also was dying.  ET chose to "separate" from Elliot as he died so that Elliot would not die with him.  When Christ died, he died alone.

