Hearing God through all the STATIC

>>>Intro Music – track 1 (just listen) – time: 7:10

>>>15 seconds of STATIC on the Boom Box

The distractions in our lives can be like STATIC.  

Things in the world can be like STATIC.

If we are trying to hear God speaking to us through all this static ... just what are we "listening" for?

Where do we expect God to speak?  

How do we expect God to speak?  

When do we expect God to speak?

Write down a note for each question over the next 7 minutes

>>>TRACK 2 (just listen) time: 7mins

>>>STATIC on Boom Box for 15 seconds

How does God speak to people?
Here are some ways that God has spoken in the past:

>>>TRACK 3 (4 minutes) … read these verses over the music

God Speaks … From a Burning Bush:
Exo 3:2  The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. 

Exo 3:3  So Moses said, "I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up." 

Exo 3:4  When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." 

God Speaks … Through a Rainbow:
Gen 9:13  I will put my rainbow in the clouds to be a sign of my promise to the earth. 

God Speaks … From a Cloud and from Fire:
Exo 24:16  The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered it, and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from inside the cloud. 

-----

Deu 5:22  These are the commandments the LORD spoke to your whole assembly on the mountain. He spoke in a loud voice from the fire, the cloud, and the gloomy darkness. 

>>> STATIC from Boom Box at end of track!!!

So God spoke though fire and clouds … but sometimes he speaks softly.

>>>STATIC from Boom Box as the music is starting………..

>>>Tracks 4, 5, 6 straight through … listen to 6 minutes first, then begin the readings…

Or ... sometimes NOT in Fire or Wind or Earthquake:
1Ki 19:11-12  God said [to Elijah], "Go out and stand in front of the LORD on the mountain." As the LORD was passing by, a fierce wind tore mountains and shattered rocks ahead of the LORD. But the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind came an earthquake. But the LORD wasn't in the earthquake. After the earthquake there was a fire. But the LORD wasn't in the fire. And after the fire there was a quiet, whispering voice. 

So ...  

· God was NOT in the WIND ... 

· God was NOT in the EARTHQUAKE ... 

· God was NOT in the FIRE ...

Rather ... here are how some English translations refer to how Elijah heard God speak:

· a still small voice

· the sound of a soft breath

· a gentle breeze

· a soft gentle voice

· a whistling of a gentle air

· the soft whisper of a voice

· a quiet whispering voice

· a gentle and quiet whisper

· a gentle whisper

· a sound of a gentle blowing

· a sound of gentle stillness

· the sound of a low whisper

· a sound, a thin silence

God Speaks … Through His creation:
Psa 19:1  The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 

Psa 19:2  Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. 

-----

Psa 18:6  In my distress I called upon the LORD, And cried to my God for help; He heard my voice out of His temple, And my cry for help before Him came into His ears. 

Psa 18:7  Then the earth shook and quaked; And the foundations of the mountains were trembling And were shaken, because He was angry. 

Psa 18:8  Smoke went up out of His nostrils, And fire from His mouth devoured; Coals were kindled by it. 

Psa 18:9  He bowed the heavens also, and came down With thick darkness under His feet. 

Psa 18:10  He rode upon a cherub and flew; And He sped upon the wings of the wind. 

Psa 18:11  He made darkness His hiding place, His canopy around Him, Darkness of waters, thick clouds of the skies. 

Psa 18:12  From the brightness before Him passed His thick clouds, Hailstones and coals of fire. 

Psa 18:13  The LORD also thundered in the heavens, And the Most High uttered His voice, Hailstones and coals of fire. 

Psa 18:14  He sent out His arrows, and scattered them, And lightning flashes in abundance, and routed them. 

Psa 18:15  Then the channels of water appeared, And the foundations of the world were laid bare At Your rebuke, O LORD, At the blast of the breath of Your nostrils.
-----

Psa 29:3  The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; The God of glory thunders, The LORD is over many waters. 

Psa 29:4  The voice of the LORD is powerful, The voice of the LORD is majestic. 

Psa 29:5  The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; Yes, the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 

Psa 29:6  He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, And Sirion like a young wild ox. 

Psa 29:7  The voice of the LORD hews out flames of fire. 

Psa 29:8  The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; The LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

Psa 29:9  The voice of the LORD makes the deer to calve And strips the forests bare; And in His temple everything says, "Glory!"

God Speaks … directly to our HEARTs:
Psa 4:7  You have put gladness in my heart, More than when their grain and new wine abound. 

-----

Eze 3:10  Moreover, He said to me, "Son of man, take into your heart all My words which I will speak to you and listen closely. 

-----

SETTING UP THE SITUATION: 
Two men came away from the empty tomb (after Jesus had risen) and were sad and were now on the road walking to a small village 7 miles from Jerusalem. On the way, Jesus joined them, though they were prevented from recognizing him. And Jesus proceeded to explain scriptures to them beginning with Moses, through the prophets, and ending explaining about himself.  After this, they were allowed to recognize that it had been Jesus speaking with them.

Luk 24:32  They said to one another, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?" 

============================================NEXT====================

End with playing Lift Me Up Lord … see explanation sheet and YOUR spoken part!!!!

