MONDAY, MARCH 24, 2003 … I just got back from our Mad City Training Center Spring Break Outreach trip … before I tell you about, here is the quick travel schedule I had:

Mar 14 Drive to Minneapolis

Partner with SOURCE for their BAD ART outreach party

Meet SOURCE staff and build relationships to prepare for Urban Ministry Outreach this summer

Mar 15 Drive to Kansas City

Worship and Training at International House of Prayer (IHOP)

Mar 17 Drive to Woodland Park, CO

Worship and Training with Blue Renaissance

Mar 20 Drive to Denver (trip there and back in one day)

Partner with DRY BONES on their weekly outreach to homeless teens

Mar 21 Drive to Colorado Springs (trip there and back in one day)

Partner with BLUE RENAISSANCE for their BLUE DOOR outreach event

Mar 22 Drive to Hancock, Iowa

Rest stop at the Enke Farmhouse - guests at the New Harvest church

Mar 23 Drive to Madison

It was a lot of driving and I was in the middle of a LOT of snow … but I got to partner in three special outreach events as well as build relationships and community ties and revel in great worship and training!

OK … I'll start off telling you that after this trip, I think I am going to resurrect my dream … my Triad Dream … that I had close to two years ago.  "Triad" has a double meaning in this context … the first meaning is a chord - such as on a guitar - that is called a triad.  The other meaning is that "triad" can be used like "trinity".  So my dream involving music is my "Triad Dream".  On this trip I felt like this dream could have two parts:

1) "Take Back the Music" --- find ways to redeem today's music … to find God in the music again.

2) "God in the Mix" --- utilize my setup of two variable speed CD drives and mixer to mix a "voice" message (such as from Shane Holden's sermon at Mad City Church) with techno, trance, ambient or other music (preferably instrumental)

Tied into this dream is the two motto's from "The Snow People" on this trip:

1) We make it happen!

2) We don't know when to stop!

You'll hear about the Snow People in this letter … but first I'd like to tell you why I decided to go on this Mad City Training Community Spring Break Outreach trip (if you like acronyms, that would be MCTCSBO … good luck remembering THAT!)

I decided to go on this trip to more fully insert myself into the Mad City Training Community … especially since I virtually never get to join the Weds lunch with everyone due to my work schedule!  I also wanted to build up my relationships with the Minneapolis SOURCE group since I hope to do my summer outreach with them and their URBAN OUTREACH in Minneapolis.  I also wanted to see the new home of the International House of Prayer in Kansas City and reconnect with them --- plus build our inter-community with the Blue Renaissance group in Colorado Springs.  And though it was a lot to expect, I think I accomplished all my goals way beyond my initial expectations!

One of the most interesting parts of the trip was that we were "snowed in" (literally) in Colorado (3-5 feet of snow dumped on us in two days closing highways and even the Interstate!)  This ended up providing an even greater community building time for our team (since we couldn't leave our lodges).  An interesting thing was that several of us spent a whole afternoon creating and building our own "community" of inter-connected Snow Forts! Five others joined me in this "project" that I named the "Snow Café of the Royal Priesthood".  But more on that later in this letter (
First a bit more about our travel schedule (which I outlined at the start of this letter).  We left early Friday morning.  I brought my sleeping bag (needed for portions of the trip where I was sleeping on the floor).  I also packed one backpack of clothes to last me 9 days.  Our team traveled everywhere by car … involving about 20 vehicles!  However, we did not have the same travel routes!  I went in the Van that started off the trip in Minneapolis the first nite to help SOURCE with their Bad Art outreach party.  The others drove straight to Kansas City where we met them the following day.  Some of our team drove back to Madison after 3 days in Kansas City … the rest drove on to Colorado Springs where we met up with more of our team that drove directly there from Madison. On the way home from Colorado some of our team stopped over at the Enke Farm House for one night.

The most exciting part of our travels was the final 20 miles into the camp 5 miles past Woodland Park (which itself is a bit north of Colorado Springs).  We arrived right when the biggest snow storm in 10 years was hitting the area!  Cars were getting stuck on the mile long "driveway" up into the camp (which was at an elevation of nearly 9,000 feet).  Due to the snow and ice many highways were becoming nearly impassable and eventually were closed.  I was riding with Joe Steinke and we were 2nd to arrive at the camp and were concerned about the rest of the team that was still travelling since there was no CO 75 sign and the Campsite sign was nearly impossible to see from the highway at night in the snowstorm!  We thought the rest of the cars might miss the "driveway" entrance (which we soon found out that three already had) … so I went along with Joe when he drove the Van back down to the highway and set up the Van as our "marker" for the rest of the team to see and take note of the entrance.  Every time a car would be seen coming down the road(which was not that often), I'd jump out of the van and stand out in front of the van so that if the car coming was part of our group, they'd see me and slow down to check why I was standing there! (  This worked very well and we "rescued" 5 cars in our team's caravan this way … though two of them then got stuck in the driveway next!  After those five cars made it into the camp, there was still two cars "missing" (from the Minneapolis SOURCE team) - one was a VW Vanagon!  They weren't answering their cell phone though!  So, Joe & Peter (head of SOURCE) were going to look for them in Joe's 4 wheel drive Trooper and I went along with them.  We drove back to Colorado Springs watching oncoming traffic for the VW Van … we didn't see it and so we pulled over at an intersection of the highway as it exited out of Colorado Springs … and sat watching vehicles drive by watching for the VW Van.  While we were sitting and waiting we got a cell call that the VW Van group was now stuck in the camp's driveway!!!  So we had missed them as we drove into town.  So, now we drove back to the camp and we got there just as the Van was starting to be pulled by the camp's pickup truck (which was used to plow the camp's driveway)… but the towing chain kept falling off … so we pushed them bumper to bumper from behind … at one point the bumpers slid apart and the Trooper bumped up slightly above the bumper of the VW Van … but in the end the VW Van made it up to the top of the drive into camp (where we looked and saw that the license plate and rear entry panel door was damaged … and 3 days later it was discovered that the van's transmission was broken.

OK … end of story! (
Our primary goals on this trip (which we successfully met) were:

A) Inter-Community building … connecting Mad City with SOURCE and BLUE RENAISSANCE (and somewhat with Kansas City International House of Prayer)

B) Strengthen and enhance Inter-Personal relationships within our DI & BI & MI teams (that is the Discipleship Intensive, Bible Intensive and Ministry Intensive groups at Mad City Training Community)

C) Help put on the BLUE ROOM outreach event with the BLUE RENAISSANCE people as a partnership

My own personal goal was to forge relationships with people from the DI … and to work on my inter relational skills as per the second great commandment to love our neighbor!  This is an ongoing effort for me and I think I made significant strides in this area (
Personally, one of the most important moments of the trip was building the Snow Fort Community as a way that I connected with others on our team and was able to express my creativity in a way not always available (how often am I in the middle of 3-5 feet of snow?)  It was great that others joined me in this project that I started … and expanded upon my initial "vision" greatly (Emily) and then even expanded upon THAT new vision even more (Bliss).

We were literally snowed in (as I mentioned at the start of this letter) and at lunch I decided to spend the afternoon building a snow fort (our planned trip into town was cancelled due to the roads being closed so we had the whole afternoon as free time to do as we wished).

I started in a huge bank of snow by digging out an area … then I tried to make a tunnel out of it at the side only to have it cave in on top of me as I was in it digging … this was an avalanche feeling as the snow completely covered and engulfed me.

About this time, Andrea had joined me and we decided to dig out that whole area since it had caved in. When done, others from our group brought us 6 chairs to put into our snow café (as I was now calling it).  With the chairs in it, this definitely was more of a café then a fort … and I named it as I was rolling ideas around in my mind on how I might use it as an example of church planting by creating a second "café" in a bank of snow across the walkway … so it became:

The SNOW CAFÉ of the ROYAL PRIESTHOOD

Once I started building the second "café" Emily came by (sorry, but I don't know her last name - but it is not Emily Brunjes ()  I asked her if she'd like to be the "elder" at the new café planting … after some hesitation she accepted … and then se ran off with the vision taking it to new heights!  She had three inter-connected sections in her CAFÉ and even had her own language for the people in her community (Pig Latin … or should I say, IgPay, AtinLay) … and she spoke it fluently herself!!!

About this time, others in our team began referring to us as the "snow people".

Another interesting development was that I was using an orange shovel to dig out the fort (er, café) … and when done, I stuck it handle first into the highest snow bank in front of the café as kind of a temporary flag (Andrea was already in the Lodge making a real flag for our café).  However … this shovel "flag" led to others in our team thinking that we "snow people" worshipped shovels!

But I digress … a translator was now needed … and arrived!

This was a very interesting and unexpected (to me anyway) development and an expansion of the "café planting" … that where we branch off (or plant) could be in a new community that had a different language! In this case, Emily's "community" spoke Pig Latin … and we then were lucky that Mandy came long and knew that language and could act as our interpreter! (you should here Emily speaking Pig Latin … she can really rattle it off fast!)

Next Bliss came to join Emily's community and helped build up her area. But then the vision expanded yet again when Bliss started digging out on a long path to go and "plant" her own community!  She ended up making a temple of tree worshippers. Yes, our communities are now worshipping shovels just like Habakkuk refers to fishermen worshipping their fish nets … and another sect is worshipping trees … worshipping creation rather than the creator!  We definitely need people to come and enlighten our communities with the truth about the One True God! (
About this time, Mandy and Christa went off down the driveway to the end of camp and started a Snow People community outreach project … they built a toboggan run including two snow robots at the top with an interconnecting communication line!

Unfortunately, our afternoon of free time ended about this time … but it was quite a community "experiment" while it lasted!

One important thing I learned from this Spring Break Outreach trip was that COMMUNITY and RELATIONSHIPS are KEY!

A significant way that God speaks to us in through others.

A significant way that God's grace spreads is through people!

So, ……. if I want to hear from God more, I need to build and maintain relationships.

Likewise … if I need more grace, then I should build and maintain relationships!

So … I'll end this letter with the hope that our relationship will continue on and you'll help me out in this brave new world I'm discovering!

Blessings!

==Len Lindsay

Len@Technoheaven.com
PS: isn't it grand how the two important aspects of this whole trip were BOTH totally unplanned and unexpected!???

