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Bible Intensive Homework - October 23, 2002 - Len Lindsay

Report on book Discipling Nations by Darrow L. Miller

(key ideas quoted to help remember them)

Chapter: Introduction - Questions / Disagreements

Darrow has included a glossary of terms in the back of the book.  This is good.  However, initially I had a question about how he was defining words.  It seemed that he was changing the meaning of common English words.  Example:

Darrow:

Science: 

· The thinking of God's thoughts after Him. A rational evaluation of empirical evidence, combined with a willingness to follow that evidence wherever it leads.

Merriam Webster:

Science: 

· the state of knowing : knowledge as distinguished from ignorance or misunderstanding

· knowledge or a system of knowledge covering general truths or the operation of general laws especially as obtained and tested through scientific method 

· such knowledge or such a system of knowledge concerned with the physical world and its phenomena 

Creation Science:

· scientific evidence or arguments put forth in support of creationism

Exact Science:

· a science (as physics, chemistry, or astronomy) whose laws are capable of accurate quantitative expression 

Darrow:

Technology:

· The moral application of science for the purpose of fighting against natural evil.

Merriam Webster:

Technology:

· the practical application of knowledge especially in a particular area

· a capability given by the practical application of knowledge 

· a manner of accomplishing a task especially using technical processes, methods, or knowledge 

· the specialized aspects of a particular field of endeavor 

Chapter: Introduction - Agreements / Key Ideas

Key Idea: House in Greek is "oikos" and is the basis for our words ecology (study of the house), economics (stewardship and administration of the house), and edification (building up the house).

Agreement: Development involves both HEAD and HEART.  Charity distinguishes between but does not separate HEART and MIND.

Darrow definition of Development: A self-sustaining process whereby a people, group, or society advances economically, socially, morally, and intellectually; differs from relieve in that development is long term while relief is short term.

Agreement: When it comes to helping the poor, good intentions are not enough. Good intentions combined with bad theory have produced bad policies that have harmed the very people they were supposed to help.

Key Idea: We are to have compassion (oriented to relationships), not merely pity or sentimentality

Key Idea: Ideas have consequences.  To confirm ideas are right ideas, we must examine the assumptions behind them. We must evaluate the attitudes and behavior, policies and practice that flow from them. We must always ask this question of ideas: "Are they true?"
Repeats Idea we heard from Landa Cope: Christians are becoming more gnostic in their thinking, concerned only with "spiritual things" and have abandoned their heritage of compassion.

Chapter: ONE - Everyone Has a Story - Worldview and Development - Questions / Disagreements

Initial Question: Why are the Worldview Principles charted out on page 43 different than those areas of life listed at the top of page 110?

pg 43: Development, Economics, Law, Environment, Arts, Family, Education, Politics

pg 110: Science, Economics, Education

Thinking further about this, page 110 was only a partial list … and two of them did match - only leaving SCIENCE as the one missing in the chart on pg 43.

Question: I don't understand the chart on page 48 at all!  Nor do I understand the explanation on page 49!

Chapter: ONE - Everyone Has a Story - Worldview and Development - Agreements / Key Ideas
Key Idea: people will not be valued in a society whose worldview is that the world is all spiritual - or that all is pre-ordained - or if we are here by chance.  Only if we view every person as equally valuable is there likelihood of motivation to fight hunger and poverty or protect preborn, disabled and elderly.

Biblical Reality = ultimately personal as established by the ultimate Person

Secularism Reality = ultimately physical (no spiritual)

Animism Reality = all spiritual or illusion animated by spirits

Key Idea: A worldview is a set of assumptions held consciously or unconsciously in faith about the basic makeup of the world and how the world works.

It is not enough to ask the right questions -- the way societies answer them determines the type of culture and society they create -- some leading to poverty and barbarism while others to development and civilization.

Key Idea: Worldview affects what we see, not what there is to be seen.  Our own worldview will predispose us toward hearing the pieces of what is being said that we can identify with and subconsciously skipping over parts that don't fit with our worldview.

Worldviews spread horizontally (geographically as people spread the message), vertically (become "part" of a societies art and music), and diffuse through time (and this time is much shorter now due to modern information technologies).

Agree: Schools used to prepare people for LIFE.  Today schools prepare people for a JOB

Idea: 200 years ago the worldview of the West was an infinite personal God who existed before all else.  This began crumbling during the Age of Enlightenment which took the view that God is not involved with his creation any longer (thus man cannot know Him personally). Then as secularism began increasing popularity, churches disengaged from the world and asked people to "just believe", and the church was merely for the "sacred" and not involved with the "secular". This led to "full-time Christian service" as being the only way to be fully Christian, leaving everyone else as "part-time" Christians engaged in "secular" jobs.

Chapter: FOUR - God Is a Person - The Universe Is Relational - Questions / Disagreements

Question: Why are God's attributes are divided into two areas: infinite and personal?  Why are the personal attributes of God put into four areas: spiritual, intellectual, moral, and volitional?

Chapter: FOUR - God Is a Person - The Universe Is Relational - Agreements / Key Ideas

Idea: Evolution implies a life that has no purpose

Agree: Nietzsche ceased worship of a God but also gave up the meaning of human life and beauty!  Out of the door went love, compassion, holiness, justice, truth, reason, communion and communication - all buried with God.

Secularism says to understand man you study apes

Biblical Theism says to understand man you study God

My own insight: Proverbs 21:30: There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the Lord ---- that includes Satan's plans!  Satan cannot succeed!  He is a LOSER!

Naturalism says wealth is exclusively physical things and consuming things

Animism says wealth is primarily spiritual

Biblical Theism says wealth  is the wholeness of relationships, first with God, then with man, and finally with the rest of creation.

Chapter: FIVE - God Is Rational - The Universe Is Intelligible - Questions / Disagreements

Key Idea (wonder about ramifications of this): The secularist aims to counter what he sees as intolerance by openness (pg 107)

Chapter: FIVE - God Is Rational - The Universe Is Intelligible - Agreements / Key Ideas

Secularism yields Ethic of Poverty that says truth is relative (leads to moral bankruptcy)

Animism yields Ethic of Poverty that says truth is hidden (leads to ignorance)

Secularism's ethic of poverty begins with the impersonal and unintelligible, throws out the foundation for objective truth, and sets in place arbitrary absolutes. If people cease believing in God, they then do not believe in nothing … they believe in anything.

Secularism says Truth is in the eye of the beholder (it is true because you believe it … this "tolerance" is "open" to everything except absolutes)

Animism says the universe is unknowable, mysterious, irrational, random (ignorance is a virtue)

Absolute truth, true wisdom and real freedom depend upon and find their basis in God's revealed character.

Animism's unintelligible universe gives us no truth, no wisdom, no freedom (all are impossible in an irrational world)

Key Idea: Actions have consequences
Previous Idea: Ideas have consequences
LIE: If I believe in Christianity, that is truth for me
Good Questions: Is it reasonable? Does it match reality? (truth is outside of man)

Humanism Questions: How does it feel? Does it work for me? (truth comes from within - a LIE)

Key Idea: Wisdom Workers - To avoid the poverty of secularism and animism, we must not simply know the truth; we must apply it.

Warning: Action without reflection is mere activism

Key Idea: pg 106 Epistemological Pyramid … in reverse order is like this:

bytes of stuff

bits of combine bytes of stuff

DATA (data technician)

INFORMATION (information specialist)

KNOWLEDGE (knowledge worker)

UNDERSTANDING

WISDOM (wisdom workers)

So … we need to ADD understanding to knowledge to work our way up to be a WISDOM WORKER.  By adding the TRUTH and MORALS that God has revealed, "knowledge workers" can become "wisdom workers".  These people share not only what's in their heads, but also what's in their hearts.  They encourage people to think new thoughts. They promote analytical thinking and problem solving since these flower from the soil of Biblical Theism.  Move from principle to practice, from theory to practical.  Help people  not only understand the framework of reality but also live within it.

HUGE WARNING & IMPORTANT CONCEPT FOR ME:

An open mind, in questions that are not ultimate, is useful. But an open mind about ultimate foundations either of Theoretical or Practical Reason is idiocy.  An open mind is good , but not to an EXTREME!!!

My version of his Key Idea: Political Correctness is actually ANTI-Open Minded - because it forces people into its "mold", which is very narrow!  It is rare in a politically correct world to find the ability to think independently.

Four CRUCIAL tests for independent-minded people to weigh truth in a claim:

1) REASON - Is it reasonable?

2) REALITY - Does it match reality?

3) BREADTH - Does it explain all of life?

4) PRACTICE - Is it livable? (ask this ONLY if the previous questions are met)

Key Idea: A Christian accepts nature as really there, since it is God's handiwork. He also sees it as inherently good, and thus worthy of study and care. And once man has discovered creation's order through science, he can improve his life through technology.

Secularism based technology asks "Can we do it?"

Biblical Theism based technology asks "Ought we to do it?"

Key Idea: Proverbs 29:18 - Where there is no vision the people perish

Key Idea: We live in an intelligible universe. Because truth is both real and knowable (at least in part), we are FULLY JUSTIFIED in developing our God-given spirit of exploration, discovery, and learning ….. A passion for learning exists only when truth can be known.

Chapter: SIX - God Is Good - The Universe Is Moral - Questions / Disagreements

pg138- Quote: "We used to place one hand on the Bible, raising the other one, saying, "I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth."  Today there is no Bible; we simply raise one hand. We have lost our biblical foundation."

QUESTION: Doesn't the Bible itself say NOT to swear by it?  See James 5:12

Above all, my brothers, do not swear--not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. Let your "Yes" be yes, and your "No," no, or you will be condemned.

Chapter: SIX - God Is Good - The Universe Is Moral - Agreements / Key Ideas

Warning: beware of others shifting the focus away from the real issue! Example is a memorandum from a Democratic Party pollster regarding an upcoming vote on partial-birth abortions advising fellow campaigners: "Don't talk about the health and condition of the fetus. Voters believe that this procedure, no matter what we call it, kills an infant." pg124

Warning: beware of shifting language toward relativism (away from absolutes). Example: instead of MORALS we have VALUES (which describe what individuals and societies deem to be valuable - not what might actually BE valuable).  Some key values in our "tolerant" society include comfort, personal peace, affluence, avoiding suffering.

Warning: openness that goes too far.  Example: among today's norms (standards) are the use of politically correct language, an openness to all ideas (even those that contradict one another), and the avoidance of concepts that "divide" us (such as truth and morality).

Warning: Relativity is wrong.

Key Idea: Religion without goodness is anemic - or tyrannical! pg131

Key Idea: Evil is not just "the absence of good" as secularists believe. It exists in the world on the personal, natural, and moral levels because man invited it here.  And secularism is ill-equipped to deal with the challenge of evil.

Key Idea: pg132- Man is to discipline his personal life against the ravages of physical evil by feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, setting the oppressed free, etc.

Key Idea: pg132- Since Christ conquered death, the final victory is assured. We can thus be cultural optimists, both realistic and idealistic at the same time.

pg133- Secularism gives us "situational ethics" rather than morality.

An Immoral world has moral standards being violated

An Amoral world is without moral standards -pg133

Right Question: "Is it right?"

Wrong Question: "Does it feel good?" - "Does it work?" - "Is it efficient?" - "Is it convenient?"

Chapter: EIGHT - Creation's Laws - Following the Instructions - Questions / Disagreements

pg170 - Genesis 1:3-26 => shows "intelligence has primacy over matter".  I don't get how it shows this.

pg175 - he states that Protestant moral philosophy, democracy and capitalism were what made the difference for the benefits of North America!  Question: what about our treatment of the American Indians?  What about slavery?  And didn't he say previously in the book that democracy was not necessarily "best" - and capitalism doesn’t seem like a candidate for a country to acquire blessings.

pg175 - continued from previous note … if North America really is in on these blessings … how does that jive with the Landa Cope lecture regarding Dallas?

Chapter: EIGHT - Creation's Laws - Following the Instructions - Key Ideas / Agreements

pg169 - Cultural relativism holds that the values in one culture are no better (or worse) than those in another.

pg172 - Physical or natural laws govern the universe. As man discovers and applies them, he takes dominion over nature. => so it is OK for us to utilize technology.

Chapter: NINE - Rebel Servants - The Nature of Man - Questions / Disagreements

pg184 - quote: Man's entire being has been corrupted; man is prone to evil and is not to be trusted.

Question: is this too extreme? Is this good to advocate not trusting your fellow man?

pg185 - follow up question from previous one … quote: Regarding God's personal attributes - rational, relational, and moral - man differs from God only in the degree to which he possesses them.

Question: the previous page said man could not be trusted … now he says that man had all the personal attributes like God, just to a lesser degree.  So … if we cannot trust our fellow man, therefore, by his own logic, should we trust God?

pg185 - I did not understand the chart at the bottom of the page.

pg184 - I disagree with the illustration of "man" with horns!!!

pg186 - quote: We exercise dominion over three principal areas: over nature, using technology; over time, as history makers; and over ourselves, as lawmakers.

Question: where does he get that from? I don't understand how he came up with this.

Extra Question: and if man cannot be trusted at all, (see two pages earlier in book) how can he be able to be a good "lawmaker"?

pg187 - quote: Like Christ, man has a series of relationships with creation. Like the Christian concept of the Trinity, those relationships occur both within the person and without the person.

Question: huh?  So now man, who can't be trusted (per pg184) is like the Trinity?

pg188 - quote: Secularism's seemingly reasonable "quality of life" standard opens the door to monstrous evil. Once a person is given an intellectual justification that someone else's life is not worth living, results are nightmarish

Question: How does "quality of life" also mean that someone's life is not worth living? This is a huge jump of logic.

Note: after very few questions or disagreements in the book, this chapter is really "out there".

pg188 - Quote: One time two American relief workers, observing a Cambodian ritual of sucking out the brains of live monkeys, condemned what they saw as the practice's barbarity. But their Cambodian host and translator turned to them and said, "What right do you have to condemn this practice when people in America suck live babies from their mothers' wombs?"

Question: How do you answer this? MANY Americans are totally against abortion, and we agree with his statement.  Isn't BOTH practices wrong?

Disagree!!! - It seems that Darrow Miller is making a statement here that as long as America allows abortions that we can't protest cruelty in other countries!

pg191 - quote: To be in conformity with the world is to be in rebellion against God. To be in obedience to God is to be in rebellion against the world. We are all rebels. It's just a question of whom or what we're rebelling against: God or the world.

DISAGREE!  Our DTS strongly pointed out that rebellion is NOT good - that rebellion is playing into Satan's hands.  We are NOT to be off being rebels!!!

pg193 - Darrow Miller seems to be saying something totally at odds with what Joe Steinke has said.  Joe said that the more internal governance people in a society have, the less external laws are needed.  Darrow says that if society is based on the misguided ideal that man is good, then millions die needlessly, and it then requires a totalitarian state. HUH???  I don't understand this or the hole next two pages that end this chapter.

Chapter: NINE - Rebel Servants - The Nature of Man - Key Ideas / Agreements

pg184 - re: Rwanda massacre - Police and Military did not do most of the killing … people were killing their own neighbors!  They felt the authorities gave them the "go ahead" to kill neighbors and take over their house and land. 

pg191 - In part, what happened in Rwanda was that the nation was "converted" but not discipled. [agrees with Landa Cope teaching]

pg192 - if the church does not disciple the nation, the nation will disciple the church. Rwanda is an extreme example of this principle.

pg186 - William Carey's confidence was not in his social protest or social action, but in the gospel. This is the very opposite of those Christians who put their hope for change in their "social action".

pg187 - William Carey understood the breadth of the "Kingdom of God" … that if we disciple nations we will increasingly see God's will being done here on earth [repeat of Landa Cope and even the Kingdom of God book]

pg188 - sad story of a foreign aid worker who watched Rwandan refugee women cutting firewood so they could cook for their hungry children … this "compassion worker" said simply, "There go the trees again."

pg192 - man sees what Satan desires him to see. Quote: Satan, the father of lies, twists truth to build a COUNTERFEIT STORY and BLINDS THE MINDS of men. This system REPLACES God in man's mind.

Question: How can we see when this is happening?  How can we prevent it?

pg193 - Humanism is a philosophy of death. It embraces death, wishes a good death, speaks of the horrible burdens of living for the baby who is less than perfect, for the sick person in pain … The good-death people know nothing of life; have small regard for it.

Chapter: TEN - One, Yet Many - The Nature of Community - Questions / Disagreements

pg201 - re: significance of the Trinity for human society => there is the relationship which the Trinity expresses between the one and the many, unity and diversity. In the Trinity the one God does not take precedence over the many persons, neither do the many have priority over the One.

Question: I don't understand what he just said … nor do I see how it applies to the topic at hand

pg201 - quote: When the many are given priority the result is anarchy.

Huh???

pg203 - I don't understand THE RESULTS part of the chart.

pg203 - Brian Griffiths and Darrow Miller talk about ONE and MANY differently. I am not sure I understood either of them

pg207 - re: 1Cor 11:3 the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. Quote: Headship does not imply superiority. Note that the head of Christ is God, but no Christian would argue that the Father is better than the Son.

QUESTION: Is this true?  Truth is important and I can't be filing LIES in with my TRUTH in my mind!!!

Chapter: TEN - One, Yet Many - The Nature of Community - Key Ideas / Agreements

pg204 - the good of others is NOT the END result -- the glory of God is the end

pg205 - Christ's command to love one's neighbor as oneself (Mat 19:19) implies, at a minimum, a healthy self-regard

pg209 - The focus in a community is not rights - either for individuals or for groups - but responsibilities.

*******************FINAL TWO THINGS

Q)
What is Darrow Miller's definition of "Discipling the Nations"

A)
Compassion not pity, Development not aid, teaching the full gospel, not just salvation -- a good companion to Landa Cope's OT TEMPLATE study

Q)
What did I learn from the book

A)
See all the key ideas listed above (
