Chapter 2 - The Providence Debate (from Across The Spectrum by Gregory Boyd & Paul R Eddy)

CALVANIST VIEW

verse pg 25
their statement &

verse text referred to in their article
MY thoughts on it

Rom 11:36
ALL things!!! Not all except free will!

For from him and through him and to him are all things. 
To him be the glory forever! 
Yes … BUT!!! It does not say as dictated by Him

verse pg 26
their statement &

verse text referred to in their article
MY thoughts on it

psa 135:6
able to do whatever he pleases!

The LORD does whatever pleases him, 
in the heavens and on the earth, 
in the seas and all their depths. 
able to, yes

but chooses not to

job 42:2
can do all things & no purpose of yours can be twarted

I know that you can do all things; 
no plan of yours can be thwarted.  
able to, yes

but chooses not to

dan 4:35
All the peoples of the earth 
are regarded as nothing. 
He does as he pleases 
with the powers of heaven 
and the peoples of the earth. 
No one can hold back his hand 
or say to him: "What have you done?" 
able to, yes

but chooses not to

we can't stop his purpose if he chooses to oppose us

isa 14:24
His plan cannot be annulled

The LORD Almighty has sworn, 
"Surely, as I have planned, so it will be, 
and as I have purposed, so it will stand. 
plan and purpose, yes, but not every detail

God negotiates and reasons

acts 17:26
he determines precise times & boundaries of all nations:

26From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 
times is a broad term

areas for nations - not specific lines on a map

job 14:5
he determines the days, months and bounds of every person

Man's days are determined; 
you have decreed the number of his months 
and have set limits he cannot exceed. 
This is Job talking with God in a dialog that is not concluded yet!!! These are general statements not meant to be taken literally.

psa 139:16
he determines the days, months and bounds of every person 

your eyes saw my unformed body. 
All the days ordained for me 
were written in your book 
before one of them came to be. 
written means he recorded what happened, but not that he CAUSED it to happen or DICTATED what should happen

eph 1:11
11In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 
these are very general guidelines

ex 21:12-13
when an accident occurs, it is because he willed it
"Anyone who strikes a man and kills him shall surely be put to death. However, if he does not do it intentionally, but God lets it happen, he is to flee to a place I will designate. 
first is a LAW - God did not cause the man to strike and kill another person.

second is NOT causative! It actually shows that God ALLOWED free will to take hold!

prov 16:33
The lot is cast into the lap, 
but its every decision is from the LORD
general wisdom!

rom 11:36
all things come from God, exist for God, end up glorifying God 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. 
To him be the glory forever! 
but what does that have to do with negating free will?

prov 16:9
God determines what people should and should not do 

In his heart a man plans his course, 
but the LORD determines his steps. 
general wisdom!

God will provide guidance if we wish to listen for it … and ultimately it is up to us if we actually FOLLOW the guidance offered!

prov 19:21
God determines what people should and should not do

Many are the plans in a man's heart, 
but it is the LORD's purpose that prevails. 
God's purpose is a general thing, not fine details

prov 20:24
God determines what people should and should not do

A man's steps are directed by the LORD . 
How then can anyone understand his own way? 
general wisdom that says how God guides us

prov 21:1
God controls the hearts of kings 

The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD ; 
he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases. 
general wisdom

direct is general - dictate is more specific so this is not causative

acts 16:14
God and God alone determines peoples decision to accept the Gospel

One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. 
this is called a "conscience"

also could be said that God was assisting, but NOT dictating - so NO, it is not God ALONE that determines this!

1cor 12:3
no one can confess Jesus as Lord unless God empowers them to do so

Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.
the man comes into agreement with the Holy Spirit who is CHASING EVERY MAN

john 6:44
Jesus teaches the same:

"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day. 
Not so! The Father is CHASING EVERY MAN and does not give up!

eph 2:8
Salvation is entirely God's sovereign grace

8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 
True … but this is offered to EVERYONE

2tim 1:9
9who has saved us and called us to a holy life--not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 
This is not about free will … but about how we cannot EARN salvation … that salvation is a gift offered to all

verse pg 27
their statement &

verse text referred to in their article
MY thoughts on it

eph 1:4-5
4For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- 
first … it is justification & sanctification

second … it is something AVAILABLE to all, but we can chose NOT to accept it

eph 1:11
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 
chosen note: "made heirs" is meaning here

plans and purposes are general and not dictating every move

"works out" actually is an argument AGAINST Calvanists - for it means that we have free will, but no matter what, God still can come in and make good of the situation.

acts 13:48
When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 
but this relies on verse 46 which says: " Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles."

john 15:16
we are believers not by our choice but because of God's choice:

16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
but EVERYONE is chosen - just that some reject this offer

isa 45:7
I form the light and create darkness, 
I bring prosperity and create disaster; 
I, the LORD , do all these things. 
without judgement, what would be the use of a "law"?

lam 3:37-38
Who can speak and have it happen 
if the Lord has not decreed it? 
38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most High 
that both calamities and good things come? 
general … includes judgement

amos 3:6
When a trumpet sounds in a city, 
do not the people tremble? 
When disaster comes to a city, 
has not the LORD caused it? 
this is a PROPHET speaking … it is a literary form … one of WARNING hoping to turn people back to the Lord!

PLUS … this is prefaced by verse 3:2 which specifically states "I will punish you for all your sins" - this is speaking to that judgement or discipline!

ex 4:11
The LORD said to him, "Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD ?
this is part of a dialog between God and Moses where God is calming Moses' fears of not being eloquent!

ruth 1:13
would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD's hand has gone out against me!" 
This is NOT God speaking!!!  It is a dialog between Naomi and the daughter-in-laws.  This is a general concept type of statement!

job 9:24
When a land falls into the hands of the wicked, 
he blindfolds its judges. 
If it is not he, then who is it? 
this is Jobs dialog - it is NOT God speaking!

General concept!

job 1:21
and said: 
"Naked I came from my mother's womb, 
and naked I will depart. 
The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; 
may the name of the LORD be praised." 
General statements from Job (not God speaking) … that all things are from God, and that he is to be praised regardless of our circumstances

job 42:11
All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him before came and ate with him in his house. They comforted and consoled him over all the trouble the LORD had brought upon him, and each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring. 
Whoa!  WRONG!  Later, God specifically chews out those other people because of what they said and did!

prov 16:4
The LORD works out everything for his own ends- 
even the wicked for a day of disaster. 
general wisdom!  It actually goes against the Calvanist side by saying that God can work things out no matter WHAT WE DO with our free will!

verse pg 28
their statement &

verse text referred to in their article
MY thoughts on it

rom 9:22-23
22What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath--prepared for destruction? 23What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory-- 


rom 9:18
18Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. 
he has the ability to harden … but does not go around doing so willy nilly!  He hardens that which is there already (he does not take a kind heart and turn it evil)

ex 4:21
The LORD said to Moses, "When you return to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders I have given you the power to do. But I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go. 
he is enhancing that which is already there! he is NOT changing it or turning it 180degrees around!

rom 9:17
17For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth."
God's holy name!!!

deut 2:30
But Sihon king of Heshbon refused to let us pass through. For the LORD your God had made his spirit stubborn and his heart obstinate in order to give him into your hands, as he has now done. 
Yes … this was God's plan against the Amorites.

josh 11:19-20
Except for the Hivites living in Gibeon, not one city made a treaty of peace with the Israelites, who took them all in battle. 20 For it was the LORD himself who hardened their hearts to wage war against Israel, so that he might destroy them totally, exterminating them without mercy, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
God's Judgement… he chooses how to enforce and implement judgement

judg 9:23
God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the citizens of Shechem, who acted treacherously against Abimelech. 
read this IN CONTEXT … this is God's judgement against them for their murderous behavior

1sam 16:14
Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD tormented him. 
evil can be translated: "injurious"

judgement by it's very nature is "injurious"

1kings 22:19-23
19 Micaiah continued, "Therefore hear the word of the LORD : I saw the LORD sitting on his throne with all the host of heaven standing around him on his right and on his left. 20 And the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to his death there?' 
"One suggested this, and another that. 21 Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the LORD and said, 'I will entice him.' 
22 " 'By what means?' the LORD asked. 
" 'I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,' he said. 
" 'You will succeed in enticing him,' said the LORD . 'Go and do it.' 
23 "So now the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours. The LORD has decreed disaster for you." 
God is choosing how his judgement should take place.  Without judgement, laws are meaningless.  Without discipline, a father is not loving.

2thes 2:11-12
11For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie 12and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness. 
This is talking about people who CHOSE EVIL of their own free will … and so call judgement upon themselves! Look at the previous verse: "They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved."

1sam 2:25
If a man sins against another man, God may mediate for him; but if a man sins against the LORD , who will intercede for him?" His sons, however, did not listen to their father's rebuke, for it was the LORD's will to put them to death. 
This is judgement AFTER the son's were blatantly wicked and refused to repent.

gen 45:5
And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 
This was Joseph trying to calm the "terror" of his brothers as they remembered their wickedness in selling Joseph into slavery!

gen 50:20































































































