Saturday, September 21, 2002

Greetings Kelly…

Wow, that was an amazing anti-testimonial you wrote.  Reading in between the lines I can tell that part of the reason you wrote it is because you don't want to believe that your conclusions were true!  And you'll be happy to know that, indeed they aren't!

As you hopefully already know, any conclusion built upon a false assumption can't be trusted.  Most conclusions are built on many assumptions as well as the arguments, analysis and logic beyond them.  If just one of the assumptions is false, that "falseness" will eat its way into the conclusion … and, yep, that means the conclusion may well be totally wrong --- even if it was built upon rock solid research and analysis!  If that research and analysis is built upon a foundation that is cracked and flawed, whatever was built will be unstable and likely won't stand.  I'm a very logical and analytical guy, and I know from EXPERIENCE that I have spent hours and days and weeks building up to a grand conclusion only to find that it was way off base … all because I neglected to start with solid assumptions!  So, the way you ended your very first paragraph of your anti-testimonial shot out at me like a sore thumb!

"If everything else was [based on misconceptions], then my belief in God has to have been, also."

This sounds like saying:

Kelly: "There are always clouds in the sky when it rains."

Len: "Look … there are clouds in the sky, Kelly!"

Kelly: "Then it must be raining!"

Well, we both know that is not a good use of logic … that just because clouds are there when it's raining does NOT mean that every time the sky is cloudy it's raining!  So, I think it is safe to say, that just because in your past you had many misconceptions, that does not mean that believing in God was because of a misconception.  But you did have that assumption!  Thus, all your conclusions are tainted and could be false no matter how long you agonized and rationalized to get to them!  But all is not lost (yet!) … we can still redo this with more solid assumptions!

So, shall we assume that the Bible is God's Word and is true?  I think you believed that at one time, and this is a sold assumption.

Likewise, we can assume that Jesus (who is God) came to earth, suffered and died for our sins, and was risen from the dead taking back the keys from Satan! (this really isn't an assumption, since it says so in the Bible, and we know the Bible is true).

Now, let's look at your second paragraph and your prayers for your brother.  We know that God can't just go and MAKE someone believe in Him.  If that was how God worked, we'd all just be robots doing whatever it was that God was making us do!  So, even though God did hear your prayers for your brother, he couldn't go and forcibly change him the way you may have asked.  That would not be a very loving thing to do.  But God may have put people and circumstances in his path that could have helped your brother make some changes on his own!  That is because God has a plan for each of us … a GOOD PLAN!  Unfortunately, Satan also has a plan for us, and his plan is to DESTROY us.  So, Satan also was hard at work to put all the wrong people in your brothers path!  And since we each have total free will, your brother made some choices that sound regrettable.  But at this point, I think we need to take a closer look at how you viewed this, because it, too, is setting you up with more false assumptions (and the more false assumptions you utilize, the more your faulty result will seem perfectly "right").

"…he took his own life, knowing there was no God to save him."

First of all, God does exist (and you know that based on the Bible being His Word).  And Jesus came and died on the cross to redeem your brother if he would only choose to accept that redemption.  So, your brother may have died assuming that there was no God to save him, but then, that was a fatal false assumption, wasn't it?  Jesus died for HIM too, and had his hand held out aching for your brother to reach out for it!  But there is one other thing that bothers me from that statement you made!  You said that YOU knew that your brother knew there was no God!  Only God knows each of our thoughts.  We are not God, so we can't know the thoughts of your brother.  Thus we cannot KNOW what he was thinking when he died.  But we CAN see how false assumptions are adding up in your anti-testimonial.

Next you continue, stating as a matter of fact things that you KNOW.  Such as that you KNOW your brother is not in heaven and you KNOW he is not in hell.  Only God is our judge, and each of us will face his JUST and RIGHTEOUS judgement when we die, including your brother.  Neither you nor I are God, so neither of us can KNOW where your brother is now.  But, since the Bible IS true, we do know that he is either in heaven or in hell, and that we all will one day agree it was a just judgement.

Your next statement, though, is interesting because it so clearly shows what happens when we start with wrong assumptions.  Can you see where this is leading?  Look at your statement:

"That tells me that there is more to it, some in between or alternate state, and if that is the case, then the Christian teaching has to be wrong."

Do you see how you conclude that ALL Christian teaching has to be wrong based on the "fact" that you know what happened to your brother after he died?  Do you see the danger in basing any more of your life on these assumptions?  You just used some faulty assumptions to toss out the one true foundation we started with … that the Bible was TRUE.  You now have twisted your world view into something exactly the opposite, that the Bible is totally FALSE.  You have used false assumptions to destroy the true view you had to start with.

Now I want to get back to a point I made already … that God has a GOOD plan for our lives, and that at the same time, SATAN has a BAD plan for our lives (basically to destroy us all).  Both of these assumptions are solidly based on the Bible, which we agree is TRUE.  So, with them in mind, let's look at something you said two paragraphs later:

"…what I cannot accept is the fact that God wants to absolve himself from any blame when it comes to hardships, but He wants to take credit for the good in our life.  That's pure cowardice, if you ask me! Either He is involved or He isn't."

God is good.  God gave you a free will, as he did for each and every person in this world now and since the beginning.  And, yes, you can see the many good things in our lives that are a direct result of God.  After all, we agreed that God does have a good plan for each of us.  However, your statement also acknowledges that Satan is doing a bang up job with his BAD plan for each of us at the same time!  This is even more clear as your statement continues:

"Either He takes some responsibility for the shitty state of our lives and our world, or He needs to wash His hands of the whole situation, and I think maybe that's what He's done."

Satan is indeed making a mess of things where ever he can!  But we can't expect God to over-rule a persons free will any time that they are about to make a bad choice!  Can we?  And it is not hard to find examples of people making bad choices, is it?

· We don't eat right and end up with a heart attack

· We drive carelessly and have fatal accidents

· We smoke cigarettes and die of lung cancer

We don't expect (or even want) God to force us to eat right.  Nor do we expect God to override the gas pedal on our car if we attempt to drive too fast.  Do you want God to destroy every cigarette in the world?  So, much of this "shitty state of our lives and our world" is a direct result of MAN'S BAD CHOICES!  And this makes God sad.  It breaks God's heart.  If he is washing his hands, it is with his tears!  He loves us so much that he sent his own son to die for us!  We are so fortunate that God is a LOVING and GOOD God!

Your next paragraph has an interesting assumption in it (isn't it fun to look at some of the assumptions you've made?)  Based on your many previous false assumptions, you now have reached the point where you seem to know better than God what this world is like today… that God was not smart enough to know how our world would change.

"I believe the Bible is historically correct, but it was written a long time ago, and things have changed."

You have decided that man knows about this world better than God does.  But that conclusion is based on many false assumptions, some of which we have discussed in these pages.  Of course the Bible is historically correct!  It is God's Word and is TRUE!  And of course things have changed.  You know that and had no problem pointing it out.  And your knowledge is very limited.  You have a very limited brain (it has to fit into your skull).  And even with that small amount of knowledge you figured out that the world has changed.  God's knowledge is far superior to everything that every person knows combined (that's what it means to be ALL KNOWING).  So, based on that true assumption, we can conclude that God KNEW that the world would be changing.  We also know that his GOOD plan that he has for us takes that into consideration!

Next, you ask quite a few questions that we can answer together, using the TRUE assumption that the Bible is TRUE.

"Who's to say He hasn't given up now?"

God said he would never leave nor forsake us.  So, God said he won't give up on us.

"Who's to say He really is truly all-loving and ever-present?"

God says so!  He says so in the Bible in many places, that is why we say that God is love and that he is omni-present.

"Who says He really has to stick this out to the end?"

God said he would never leave nor forsake us.  God is sticking this out to the very end … because he knows the ending of the story!  (Hint, Satan loses!)

However, your following statement again is interesting, and shows how conclusions can be wrong if we allow false assumptions to rule our minds:

"The only one who has said this is God Himself, and I think He's pretty much proven himself a liar!"

Whoa!  That is a pretty comprehensive statement, and you say it like you KNOW it as a FACT!  You neglected to even mention how God supposedly "proved" himself to be a liar.  This goes against the one true assumption that we have started with … that the Bible is God's Word and the Bible is TRUE.  So, if in the Bible God says he will never leave us - THAT is a true statement!  But wait, you go on:

"Just because He said it, just because He's been right on a lot of things, doesn't mean He was being truthful all the time. Where does it say that HAS to be so?"

Where?  In the Bible… which we agreed was TRUE.  The Bible is not just true when we want it to be so.  Nor is the Bible only true about SOME of the things it says.  If that were really the case, then MAN would be making himself smarter than God in deciding what parts of the Bible were really not true.

A couple pages later we are at the point where you "didn't fall away from God; you jumped."  That you've become blinded seems evident from your statement:

"Yeah, I jumped, and God didn't even notice."

Oh, yes God did notice.  You want to make yourself believe He didn't, but yes he surely did.  God loves you so much he counts the number of hairs on your head!  So of course he knows what you have done.  And he's crying over you.  But at the same time he is on a mission to win you back.  He is tracking you every day.  He is putting circumstances in your life to break through the darkness you have fallen into.  He is putting people in your path.  People like me… someone who hasn't even met you!  You didn't have to write to Joe … but you CHOSE to do so!  What made you want to write an anti-testimonial and send it to Joe?  Look what your CHOICE has led to!  It cause me, an almost 50 year old guy struggling with many hardships in my own life (and with an appointment to talk to Joe this Monday afternoon to discuss them) to write to you.  Your choice to send your anti-testimonial to Joe has led me to JUMP AFTER YOU!  Yes, God does not want a single one of us to perish, and it is part of my job to help you see that He also does not want you to perish!  So, here I am jumping after you.

So, Kelly, I'm here jumping … but not in person.  In prayer.  I'm praying for you.  My five page letter to you is just talking.  But in addition to talking, I'm praying.  And I'm attaching my prayer so you can read it for yourself.  While you read it, think about all the other prayers being prayed FOR YOU that you don't even know about!  And think about how God is moving in ways you can't see to try to work out answers to all those prayers.  God is chasing you Kelly!  I'm praying that he catches you again!

Very Sincerely,

Len Lindsay

lenlindsay@truthmail.com

My prayer for you Kelly:

Heavenly Father,  I ask that you look down on Kelly, the one you love, the one you created.  Kelly is looking for you and not seeing you.  I ask that you show yourself to Kelly in a way that is unmistakably YOU!  Shake off all of the false assumptions Kelly has built up.  Break through them with your truth.  Remind Kelly how you are the Judge of all the earth and that you WILL do right.1  Remind Kelly how all the sufferings of this present time are nothing compared with the glory that is soon to be revealed to us.2  And that we must share in that suffering if we are to share in the glory.3  But also remind Kelly that You are in control and have overcome the world.4  Wipe away every tear from Kelly's eyes.5  You don't want Kelly to perish.6 & 7  Remember the tears that Kelly cried in April.8  Shower Kelly with your love.  Be the comforter, the counselor, the provider that Kelly is seeking.  I ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

1) Gen 18:25 ( Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?

2) Rom 8:18 (  I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.
3) Rom 8:17 ( Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

4) John 16:33 ( I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.
5) Rev 21:4 ( He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.

6) 2Pet 3:9 ( The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

7) John 3:16 ( For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
8) Psalm 56:8 ( Record my lament;  list my tears on your scroll--are they not in your record? [NIV]
You have taken account of my wanderings. Put my tears in Your bottle. Are they not in Your book? [NASB]

