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Is there a guaranty for self preservation in following Jesus?

(see definition of guaranty in the left panel)

No.  The opposite appears to be true, and is clearly stated more than once and in more than one way.  And that is significant and important - so much so that I will list just SOME of the many verses in this regard.  Because when an idea or concept is repeated OVER and OVER and OVER and OVER, it is because that concept is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT!

Though all scripture is the Word of God, things that are quoted as "says the Lord" or as something Jesus said carry extra significance.

So, let's begin determining just what Jesus, himself, said about whether or not following him would shield us from all suffering and persecution.

Matthew 10:5 is where Jesus gives specific instructions to his apostles. If anyone would receive "extra" protection through Christ, it would be them!  But look at the instructions Jesus gave them as he sent them out:

Matthew 10:23
When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another
Christ did not tell them: "If you are persecuted, pray the following prayer and I will intervene on your behalf."  Rather, he told them if they are persecuted, to move on to another city.

But wait, that is only the beginning of what Christ said in this regard.  Matthew 24:9 is much more explicit!

Matthew 24:9
"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me.
Following Christ is not set up as a "cakewalk".  Instead, choosing to follow Christ will cause you to be hated by all nations!  And in his next sentence, Jesus warns that many may not be able to stand up against the hatred that comes upon them because they chose to follow Christ.

Matthew 24:10
At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other

But, perhaps what Christ said in John 15:20, sum up how we are to look at whether or not following Jesus came with a guaranty of protection:

John 15:20
Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.'[ 15:20 John 13:16] If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.
And this is what the Lord said referring to Paul himself:

Acts 9:16
I will show him how much he must suffer for my name."
But, Christ is by no means deserting us. We are told not to be afraid:

Revelation 2:10
Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.
And Christ himself is constantly interceding on our behalf!

Hebrews 7:25
Therefore he is able to save completely[ 7:25 Or forever] those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 

Romans 8:34
Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.
Paul states quite clearly in his instructions to Timothy that following Jesus is not acquiring protection from all the bad that is in the world, but quite the opposite:

2 Timothy 3:12
In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 

And in Paul's letter to the Philippians, he phrases it this way … that it is granted to us "to suffer for Christ".

Philippians 1:29
For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him,
Paul actually held out suffering for the sake of Christ as something to willingly JOIN!

2 Timothy 1:8
So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God,
Peter refers to suffering for doing GOOD as commendable - that you are blessed through it - and that we should praise God in spite of it!

1 Peter 2:20
But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 

1 Peter 3:14
But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed.
1 Peter 4:16
However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.
So, it seems clear that suffering is to be expected, that we should not be surprised at it!

1 Peter 4:12
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.
Actually, the suffering is not only to be expected, but it is an HONOR to suffer in the name of Christ!

Acts 5:41
The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 

2 Thessalonians 1:5
All this is evidence that God's judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering.
We should REJOICE in our sufferings

Romans 5:3
Not only so, but we[ 5:3 Or let us] also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 

1 Thessalonians 1:6
You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.

1 Peter 1:6
In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.
But, the weight of this answer (to whether we will be immune from suffering when we follow Christ) is seen by the number of times it is referred to in this light!

Romans 8:17
Now if we are children, then we are heirs–heirs of God and co­heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

Romans 8:18
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 

1 Corinthians 12:26
If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

2 Corinthians 1:5
For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. 

Philippians 3:10
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings
Hebrews 10:32
Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering. 

James 5:10
Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

1 Peter 4:19
So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 


1 Peter 5:9
Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 10And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 

Why do bad things happen to good people?

Bad things happen to good people because God has given us all FREE WILL.  There is evil in the world, and people can choose to go along with the evil.  If God were to intervene every time someone was about to do something bad to another person, that would essentially eliminate the FREE WILL of these people.  Without FREE WILL, we all would be mere robots, and this is NOT what God wanted!  He wanted voluntary lovers!

What is inspiration? What are promises?

(see definition of inspiration and promise in the left panel)

Inspiration is the infusion of ideas into the mind by the Holy Spirit.  A good example of this is in how the Bible itself was written!  People did the writing, but they were each inspired by the Holy Spirit!  But that very same Holy Spirit can provide inspiration to each one of us as well.  But it does not have to be inspiration to just one person.  That is why people pray for the Holy Spirit to come and be present in a meeting, for example.

A promise is a declaration and could be restated thus: "I declare to you".  A promise is "binding" on the one who makes it.

What does joining in the suffering of Christ mean?

(see definition of join in the left panel)

It is interesting that an answer to this question is contained in my answer to the first question.

Philippians 3:10
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings
Romans 8:17
Now if we are children, then we are heirs–heirs of God and co­heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
2 Timothy 1:8
So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God,
John 15:20
Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.'[ 15:20 John 13:16] If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.
From this we can see that following Christ means joining in the same suffering and persecution that He went through, and by sharing in that suffering we then can share in his glory!

When and Why does God intervene?

(see definition of intervene in the left panel)

Quick Definition of Intervene: To happen in a way to disturb, cross or interrupt.  Events may intervene to frustrate our purposes or wishes.
God seems to intervene when things start to get out of hand.  Example, the flood in Noah's time, or raising up the Babylonians against his people as told directly by the Lord to Habbakuk.

God also seems to intervene to protect and provide for his people when they are walking in his ways (and sometimes when they weren't, but cried out for mercy).  Example, parting the Red Sea, stopping the river Jordan and delivering manna to his people.

God also sometimes intervenes in response to a sincere prayer, as when there was no rain for three years, but when a prophet prayed for rain, God sent the rain.

What is the nature of God's sovereignty and our ability to choose?

(see definition of sovereignty, freewill, choice and choose in the left panel)

Perhaps this part of the definition of CHOICE will help answer this question:

Where there is force, there can be no choice
God possesses the highest authority without control.  He is sovereign.  However, this authority allowed him to GRANT us FREEWILL.  Thus, while he still is in control and can intervene any time he wishes, he grants each person a freewill.  Each person is allowed to CHOOSE between right and wrong, good and evil, love and hate.  Unfortunately for us, the choices are usually not so clear-cut!  Perhaps that is why God gives us WISDOM and provides the Holy Spirit as our guide!
DEFINITIONS from Webster's 1828 Dictionary:

CHOICE, n.

1.  The act of choosing; the voluntary act of selecting or separating from two or more things that which is preferred; or the determination of the mind in preferring one thing to another; election.

Ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my moth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.  Acts 15.

2.  The power of choosing; option.

Where there is force, there can be no choice.

Of these alternatives we have our own choice.

3.  Care in selecting; judgment or skill in distinguishing what is to be preferred, and in giving a preference.

I imagine Cesars apothems were collected with judgment and choice.

4.  The thing chosen; that which is approved and selected in preference to others; selection.

Nor let thy conquests only be her choice.

5.  The best part of any thing; that which is preferable, and properly the object of choice.

In the choice of our sepulchers bury thy dead.  Gen. 23.

6.  The act of electing to office by vote; election.

To make choice of, to choose; to select; to separate and take in preference.

CHOOSE, v.t.

1.  To pick out; to select; to take by way of preference from two or more things offered; to make choice of.

The man the Lord doth choose shall be holy.  Num. 16.

2.  To take in preference.

Let us choose to us judgment.  Job 34.

3.  To prefer; to choose for imitation; to follow.

Envy not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways.  Prov 3.

4.  To elect for eternal happiness; to predestinate to life.

Many are called but few chosen.  Matt 20.

For his elects sake, whom he hath chosen.  Mark 13.

5.  To elect or designate to office or employment by votes or suffrages.  In the United States, the people choose representatives by votes, usually by ballot.

FREEWILL', n.

1.  The power of directing our own actions without restraint by necessity or fate.

2.  Voluntariness; spontaneousness.

GUAR'ANTY, v.t. gar'anty. [Eng. to ward; allied to warren, &c.  See Warrant.]

1.  To warrant; to make sure; to undertake or engage that another person shall perform what he has stipulated; to oblige one's self to see that another's engagements are performed; to secure the performance of; as, to guaranty the execution of a treaty.

2.  To undertake to secure to another, at all events, as claims, rights or possessions.  Thus in the treaty of 1778, France guarantied to the United States their liberty, sovereignty and independence, and their possessions; and the United States guarantied to France its possessions in America.

The United States shall guaranty to every state in the Union a republican form of government.

3.  To indemnify; to save harmless.

[Note.  This verb, whether written guaranty or guarantee, forms an awkward participle of the present tense; and we cannot relish either guarantying or guaranteeing.  With the accent on the first syllable, as now pronounced, it seems expedient to drop the y in the participle, and write guaranting.]

GUAR'ANTY, n.

1. An undertaking or engagement by a third person or party, that the stipulations of a treaty shall be observed by the contracting parties or by one of them; an undertaking that the engagement or promise of another shall be performed.

2.  One who binds himself to see the stipulations of another performed; written also guarantee.

INSPIRA'TION, n. [L. inspiro.]

1.  The act of drawing air into the lungs; the inhaling of air; a branch of respiration, and opposed to expiration.

2.  The act of breathing into any thing.

3.  The infusion of ideas into the mind by the Holy Spirit; the conveying into the minds of men, ideas, notices or monitions by extraordinary or supernatural influence; or the communication of the divine will to the understanding by suggestions or impressions on the mind, which leave no room to doubt the reality of their supernatural origin.  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God. 2 Tim.3.

4.  The infusion of ideas or directions by the supposed deities of pagans.

5. The infusion or communication of ideas or poetic spirit, by a superior being or supposed presiding power; as the inspiration of Homer or other poet.

INTERVE'NE, v.i. [L. intervenio; inter and venio, to come.]

1.  To come or be between persons or things; to be situated between.  Thus the Atlantic intervenes between Europe and America; the Mediterranean intervenes between Europe and Africa.

2.  To come between points or time or events; as the period that intervened between the treaty of Ryswick and the treaty of Utrecht.

3.  To happen in a way to disturb, cross or interrupt.  Events may intervene to frustrate our purposes or wishes.
4.  To interpose or undertake voluntarily for another.  A third party may intervene and accept a bill of exchange for another.

JOIN, v.t. [L. jungo, jungere; jungo for jugo, jugum; Eng. yoke;

Gr. a yoke, and a pair, to join.]

1.  To set or bring one thing in contiguity with another.

 Woe to them that join house to house, that lay field to field. Is.5.

2.  To couple; to connect; to combine; as, to join ideas.

3.  To unite in league or marriage.

 Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab. 2 Ch.18.

 What God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. Matt.19.

4.  To associate.

 Go near and join thyself to this chariot. Acts.8.

5.  To unite in any act.

 Thy tuneful voice with numbers join.

6.  To unite in concord.

 But that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind, and in the same judgment. 1 Cor.1.

The phrase, to join battle, is probably elliptical, for join in battle; or it is borrowed from the Latin, committere proelium, to send together the battle.

In general, join signifies to unite two entire things without breach or intermixture, by contact or contiguity, either temporary or permanent.  It differs from connect, which signifies properly, to unite by an intermediate substance.  But join, unite, and connect are often used synonymously.

JOIN, v.i.  To grow to; to adhere.  The place where two bones of the body join, is called a joint or articulation.

1.  To be contiguous, close or in contact; as when two houses join.

2.  To unite with in marriage, league, confederacy, partnership or society.  Russia and Austria joined in opposition to Buonaparte's ambitious views.  Men join in great undertakings, and in companies for trade or manufacture.  They join in entertainments and amusements.  They join in benevolent associations.  It is often followed by with.

 Any other may join with him that is injured, and assist him in recovering satisfaction.

 Should we again break thy commandments, and join in affinity with the people of these abominations? Ezra 9.

PROM'ISE, n. [L. promissum, from promitto, to send before or forward; pro and mitto, to send.]

1.  In a general sense, a declaration, written or verbal, made by one person to another, which binds the person who makes it, either in honor, conscience or law, to do or forbear a certain act specified; a declaration which gives to the person to whom it is made, a right to expect or to claim the performance or forbearance of the act.  The promise of a visit to my neighbor, gives him a right to expect it, and I am bound in honor and civility to perform the promise.  Of such a promise human laws have no cognizance; but the fulfillment of it is one of the minor moralities, which civility, kindness and strict integrity require to be observed.

2.  In law, a declaration, verbal or written, made by one person to another for a good or valuable consideration, in the nature of a covenant, by which the promiser binds himself, and as the case may be, his legal representatives, to do or forbear some act; and gives to the promisee a legal right to demand and enforce a fulfillment.

3.  A binding declaration of something to be done or given for another's benefit; as the promise of a grant of land.  A promise may be absolute or conditional; lawful or unlawful; express or implied. An absolute promise must be fulfilled at all events.  The obligation to fulfill a conditional promise depends on the performance of the condition. An unlawful promise is not binding, because it is void; for it is incompatible with a prior paramount obligation of obedience to the laws.  An express promise, is one expressed in words or writing.  An implied promise, is one which reason and justice dictate.  If I hire a man to perform a day's labor, without any declaration that I will pay him, the law presumes a promise on my part that I will give him a reasonable reward, and will enforce much implied promise.

4.  Hopes; expectation, or that which affords expectation of future distinction; as a youth of great promise.

 My native country was full of youthful promise.

5.  That which is promised; fulfillment or grant of what is promised.

 He commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father. Acts.1.

6.  In Scripture, the promise of God is the declaration or assurance which God has given in his word of bestowing blessings on his people.  Such assurance resting on the perfect justice, power, benevolence and immutable veracity of God, cannot fail of performance.

 The Lord is not slack concerning his promises. 2 Pet.3.

PROM'ISE, v.t.  To make a declaration to another, which binds the promiser in honor, conscience or law, to do or forbear some act; as, to promise a visit to a friend; to promise a cessation of hostilities; to promise the payment of money.

1.  To afford reason to expect; as, the year promises a good harvest.

2.  To make declaration or give assurance of some benefit to be conferred; to pledge or engage to bestow.

 The proprietors promised large tracts of land.

PROM'ISE, v.i.  To assure one by a promise or binding declaration.  The man promises fair; let us forgive him.

1.  To afford hopes or expectations; to give ground to expect good. The youth promises to be an eminent man; the wheat promises to be a good crop; the weather promises to be pleasant.

2.  In popular use, this verb sometimes threatens or assures of evil.  The rogue shall be punished, I promise you.

 Will not the ladies be afraid of the lion?

 --I fear it, I promise you.

In the latter example, promise is equivalent to declare; "I declare to you."

3.  To promise one's self, to be assured or to have strong confidence.

 I dare promise myself you will attest the truth of all I have advanced.

SOVEREIGN, a. suv'eran. [We retain this babarous orthography from the Norman sovereign.  The true spelling would be suveran from  the L. supernes, superus.]

1.  Supreme in power; possessing supreme dominion; as a sovereign ruler of the universe.

2.  Supreme; superior to all others; chief. God is the sovereign good of all who love and obey him.

3.  Supremely efficacious; superior to all others; predominant; effectual; as a sovereign remedy.

4.  Supreme; pertaining to the first magistrate of a nation; as sovereign authority.

SOVEREIGN, n. suv'eran.

1.  A supreme lord or ruler; one who possesses the highest authority without control.  Some earthly princes, kings and emperors are sovereigns in their dominions.

2.  A supreme magistrate; a king.

3.  A gold coin of England, value 20s or $4.44

WARRANTY, n.

1. In law, a promise or covenant by deed, made by the bargainer for himself and his heirs, to warrant or secure the bargainee and his heirs against all men in the enjoyment of an estate or other thing granted. Such warranty passes from the seller to the buyer, from the feoffor to the feoffee, and from the releaser to the releasee. Warranty is real, when annexed to lands and tenements granted in fee or for life, &c. And is in deed or in law; and personal, when it respects goods sold or their quality.

In common recoveries, a fictitious person is called to warranty. In the sale of goods or personal property, the seller warrants the title; the warranty is express or implied. If a man sells goods which are not his own, or which he has no right to sell, the purchaser may have satisfaction for the injury. And if the seller expressly warrants the goods to be sound and not defective, and they prove to be otherwise, he must indemnify the purchaser; of the law implies a contract in the warranty, to make good any defect. But the warranty must be at the time of sale, and not afterwards.

2. Authority; justificatory mandate or precept.

If they disobey any precept, that is no excuse to us, nor gives us any warranty to disobey likewise. [In this sense, warrant is now used.]

3. Security.

The stamp was a warranty of the public.

WARRANT, v.t. [The primary sense of the root is to stop or hold, or to repel, and thus guard by resisting danger; as we say, to keep off. Hence the sense of security. See Guard and Garrison.]

1. To authorize; to give authority or power to do or forbear any thing, by which the person authorized is secured or saved harmless from any loss or damage by the act. A commission warrants an officer to seize an enemy. We are not warranted to resist legitimate government. Except in extreme cases.

2. To maintain; to support by authority or proof.

Reason warrants it, and we may safely receive it as true.

3. To justify.

True fortitude is seen in great exploits, that justice warrants, and that wisdom guides.

4. To secure; to exempt; to privilege..

Ill warrant him from drowning.

In a place less warranted than this, or less secure, I cannot be--

5. To declare with assurance.

My neck is as smooth as silk, I warrant ye.

6. In law, to secure to a grantee an estate granted; to assure.

7. To secure to a purchaser of goods the title to the same; or to indemnify him against loss.

8. To secure to a purchaser the good quality of the goods sold. [See Warranty.]

9. To assure that a thing is what it appears to be, which implies a covenant to make good any defect or loss incurred by it.


