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Ezekiel 16 History - January 2003


History of "Amorite", "Hittite" and "Canaanite"

Eze 16:3:

and say, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says to Jerusalem: Your ancestry and birth were in the land of the Canaanites; your father was an Amorite and your mother a Hittite. 

Let's first see their beginnings summed up in 1Chron 1:13-16:

13 Canaan [son of Ham, son of Noah] was the father of Sidon his firstborn, and of the Hittites, 14 Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, 15 Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, 16 Arvadites, Zemarites and Hamathites. 

Next … a peek at our favorite book … Numbers … Numbers 13:29

the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; 

So we know they live in the hill country … now a look at how the Amorites were specifically involved in Israel's history:

Deut 1:41-46:

41 Then you replied, "We have sinned against the LORD . We will go up and fight, as the LORD our God commanded us." So every one of you put on his weapons, thinking it easy to go up into the hill country.  42 But the LORD said to me, "Tell them, 'Do not go up and fight, because I will not be with you. You will be defeated by your enemies.' " 
43 So I told you, but you would not listen. You rebelled against the LORD's command and in your arrogance you marched up into the hill country. 44 The Amorites who lived in those hills came out against you; they chased you like a swarm of bees and beat you down from Seir all the way to Hormah. 45 You came back and wept before the LORD , but he paid no attention to your weeping and turned a deaf ear to you. 46 And so you stayed in Kadesh many days-all the time you spent there. 

Here we see that the Israelites did not listen to God (when He told them NOT to go fight the Amorites) … and the Amorites chased the Israelites out just like a SWARM OF BEES!

Later in Deut 2:24,31-34

24 "Set out now and cross the Arnon Gorge. See, I have given into your hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his country. Begin to take possession of it and engage him in battle. 

31 The LORD said to me, "See, I have begun to deliver Sihon and his country over to you. Now begin to conquer and possess his land."  32 When Sihon and all his army came out to meet us in battle at Jahaz, 33 the LORD our God delivered him over to us and we struck him down, together with his sons and his whole army. 34 At that time we took all his towns and completely destroyed them-men, women and children. We left no survivors.  However, it seems that Amorites were still in existence … see the following verse from Joshua regarding them:

Joshua 10:12

12 On the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the LORD in the presence of Israel: 
"O sun, stand still over Gibeon, 
O moon, over the Valley of Aijalon." 
13 So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the nation avenged itself on its enemies, as it is written in the Book of Jashar. 
The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full day. 

Here we find that the amazing miracle of the SUN stopping in the middle of the sky for a full day happened after the Amorites were taken over.  Later in Joshua, this defeat of the Amorites is recounted as part of the history of the Israelites:

Joshua 24:8

" 'I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. They fought against you, but I gave them into your hands. I destroyed them from before you, and you took possession of their land. 

Joshua 24:12

12 I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you-also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword and bow. 

POINT OF INTEREST:

Here reference to the Lord delivering the Amorites into the hands of the Israelites is stated as "the hornet ahead of you".  Compare this to when the Israelites went to fight the Amorites in Deut 1:44 after God told them NOT to … the Amorites were like a "swarm of bees".  Later, when the Israelites were in obedience, it was like a HORNET going after the Amorites!

Joshua 24:14-15

14 "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD . 15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD ." 


Here Joshua is presenting a choice before the Israelites … worship the LORD … or the "gods of the Amorites".

Continuing in Judges 3:1-7
1 These are the nations the LORD left to test all those Israelites who had not experienced any of the wars in Canaan 2 (he did this only to teach warfare to the descendants of the Israelites who had not had previous battle experience): 3 the five rulers of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites living in the Lebanon mountains from Mount Baal Hermon to Lebo Hamath. 4 They were left to test the Israelites to see whether they would obey the LORD 's commands, which he had given their forefathers through Moses. 
5 The Israelites lived among the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 6 They took their daughters in marriage and gave their own daughters to their sons, and served their gods. 
7 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD ; they forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals and the Asherahs. 

Here we see that the Israelites were living among the Canaanites, Hittites and Amorites… and that they began to serve their gods, forgetting the Lord.  Perhaps that is the backdrop we need for Eze 16:3:

'This is what the Sovereign LORD says to Jerusalem: Your ancestry and birth were in the land of the Canaanites; your father was an Amorite and your mother a Hittite. 

Now … about the Hittites … 

We can see why God spoke that Israel's mother was a Hittite if we look back in Genesis 26:34-35:

34 When Esau was forty years old, he married Judith daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and also Basemath daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35 They were a source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah.

Exodus 23:28 (we see the use of "hornet" again - this time in connection to the Hittites):

28 I will send the hornet ahead of you to drive the Hivites, Canaanites and Hittites out of your way. 

And look at the one sore spot in King David's life … it was with a Hittite and his wife:

1Kings 15:5

For David had done what was right in the eyes of the LORD and had not failed to keep any of the LORD's commands all the days of his life-except in the case of Uriah the Hittite. 

2Samuel 11:2

2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, "Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" 4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. 

That first son that Bathsheba bore David died.  But after mourning the death of this son, we see that Solomon was their next child:

2Samuel 12:24

24 Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and lay with her. She gave birth to a son, and they named him Solomon. 

So Solomon was the son of Bathsheba with a direct Hittite connection.

1Kings 11:1-2:

1 King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's daughter-Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 2 They were from nations about which the LORD had told the Israelites, "You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their gods." 

Here we see that Solomon also had a Hittite for a wife.

