DAY TWO…

Parable of the soils…

Wayside soil – the sower isn’t in this seen.  The seed is the word of God and it is the real word of God.  In this scene, the people first hear the word.  They have heard something.  

God speaks to people in four major ways. First is creation and we are learning more and more about it – newton then quantum theory and then fractal/chaos theory.  Creation declares the glory of God and we are learning more and more about God just by looking at the things that He made.  

Law is just an accurate description of reality from an infinite perspective.  Only God is able to know what reality is because He is the only One that can see everything.  Our computer may get a virus or something and then it doesn’t work but we are able to go in and fix it because we are bigger than the system.  God is bigger than the system (reality) that He created and His laws are not arbitrary.  He is able to have miracles to fix the things that go wrong.  

The law has no power to pardon – it can only sentence us.  It also has no power to justify us nor to sanctify us.  It can’t make us right and it can’t make us better.  This is not the function of the law.  The law is not motivation but it is just description of what is real.  When we think of law this way, we will realize that law is not arbitrary.  In our culture we get law by voting – this is arbitrary.  The law revealed to us by God’s word doesn’t come to us by voting and God is the only one that can give it to us because He is the only One smart enough. 

When God shows us laws in creation, it teaches us stability.  The first thing that God asked Israel to do is not love Him but to fear Him.  If we were standing in the presence of God, we would understand what fear is – it wouldn’t just be awesome reverence.  

The second way God speaks to us is through conscience.  Everyone has a conscience but it is a question of whether we know how to use it or we have fried it.  God can talk to anyone that He wants to us.  We don’t have to have a finely tuned conscience for God to talk to us.  He can talk to anyone He wants.  Every time a person gets saved it breaks a law because the law is that every soul that sins shall die.  It is a miracle when someone gets saved.  God doesn’t need Christians to speak to people.  (John 1:9) – Jesus is the true light and every person has access to God speaking to their lives.  The Holy Spirit is a lot smarter than us – all we have to do is listen. Make it hard on God and easy on us – set up situations where God can really be God.  The adventure of Christian living begins when we start trusting God.  Trust God or die.  We can look online for different tracts on counterfeit conversions.  They have many parallels with the parable of the soils.  

The third way God speak is by actually communicating directly to people (audible voice etc.).  The fourth way is through Christians.  God likes to speak through Christians (which includes the Word) because He has chosen to let the body of Christ represent Him.  

Back to the soil… How does the ground get hard?  It can get hard by being stood on.  People may have been hurt by family, by the church or others etc.  Jesus spent a lot of time with street hard people.  But the hardest kind of hard is the religious hard.  This is what we are dealing with here because the parable says that they have heard the word of God.  They have soil that has never been plowed.  A great deal of what we preach is not gospel but really legal.  We all grow up with sanctions – if you are a good kid, I will give you a lollipop etc.  A thing that makes law a law is either reward or punishment.  A legal control is based on reward or punishment.  As we get older the laws we have to obey should be matching reality.  If they don’t match, we tend to throw them away.  Legal is not wrong but it is the only way you can control people that are selfish. To an extreme this is about bribe or threat.  The reason it works is because bribe or threat deals with the individual (self).  There is a better way to governing people but it involves getting rid of selfishness. 

When you ask people what they think the world needs, they would say agreement, harmony, peace or happiness?  But they will never realize what is at the root of all these things.  First, to have any of these things, we need to have a common understanding of that which is true and valuable.  But how do we get to this?  One of the most difficult things is to reconcile two people that have differences.  The second thing that must be involved is common unselfishness.  Karl Marx concentrates on the selfish part and doesn’t get the first part.  Jesus is the only person in the universe that can give us both things – He is infinite and perfect – He is wisdom and love.  

The gospel is a radically different thing.  It transcends legal.  It says that legal is true but there is more than that.  Legal will not carry us in the day of battle though.  Legal has to be kept by legal.  God has a cooler idea.  There is a real heaven and a real hell but Jesus never used them to motivate people.  The law can awaken people but not motivate people.  Jesus’ cooler idea is execution and then resurrection – deny yourself and take up your cross and follow.  The source of our problem is selfishness and stupidity.  He is the only one that can do this.  If we are still by bribe and threat, we don’t understand the gospel.  It is not good news until the bad news comes.  And the bad news is that we deserve death and we should die.  The gospel comes to execute us at the heart of our rebellion.  The basis of the gospel is love and trust.  The one who is best qualified is the one who has the right to rule our life.  

