Parable of the seed and the sower…

Matthew 13, Mark 4, Luke 8

Matthew, Mark and Luke were all quite young when with Jesus.  Most of the disciples were younger than Jesus.  If we look at the demographics of people getting saved, 19 out of 20 are under the age of 25.  The gospel really, historically, has been the hands of young people. 

Matthew is Jewish and his gospel is very Messianic and draws on OT prophecy.  Mark was a Roman and his gospel is to the point and very action packed.  Luke is a Greek and it takes him a while to make his points.  Matthew’s gospel begins the genealogy with Abraham.  If we look at the guidance that Abraham was given, it was very minimal.  God just said arise and go.  And because he obeys he is the father of the Jewish people.  Anyway the geneology works forward and sort of goes along with the prophetic theme.  Luke’s genealogy works backward and goes all the way back to Adam.  Luke is a historian, remember.  Luke’s geneaology is from Mary.  Matthew’s is from Joseph but Joseph was not Jesus’ father.  

We read the same story told from three different people.  They didn’t get together and collabarate but just told the stories from their own person.  People that tell stories don’t remember all of the details but only remember bits at a time.  So, when we tell stories over and over again we should be able to put the bits together and see them match and fit in.  This is the beauty of the synoptic gospels.  There is a synthesis possible with these gospels – the parallels will match and diverge.  This is the beauty because this testifies to their truth because they are stories from real people.  

Mark is astonished with the power of God.  He uses words of action and power.  He speaks of the multitudes and how God does thing immediately etc.  He also likes it when Jesus tells people of.  His gospel is very concise.  Mark has this picture of God that is very action and power oriented.  He is impressed by Christ’s moves, commands, and authority.  

When we repeat things over and over, it is so that people will get it.  One of the first things that God does in revivals is just repeat things that He had already been speaking to individuals but they have failed to carry it out.  

Most of Jesus’ preaching is in the present tense and is about what we need to do right now.  The cool thing is that He doesn’t really care much about our past.  He is more concerned about where we are now and where we are going.  When we come to God, He starts rebuilding because He is a creator.  The gospel comes to separate us from the past but keeping the things that are important.  God is looking for people that will learn to things new ways.  We have to die daily to the old path and continue to change our ways of thinking and habits.  

In the gospels there are ten parables…

1. Jesus said come after me and I will make you fishers of men.  – call to evangelism

2. Those who are sick don’t need a doctor – religious reaction to the company that an evangelist keeps

3. Bridegroom – it is a happy task to serve God. 

4. New clothe and old garment – the gospel first subtracts before it adds

5. New wine and old wineskins – the new expands and bursts the old

6. Divided kingdom cannot stand – God is interested in putting teams together

7. Sower and soils – key parable of all the parables

8. Wicked husbandmen, if you kill the heir, judgment – what will happen to those who mistreated the son of vineyard owner

9. Rejected building stone – what people throw away, God treats preciously.  The weirdest servant hearted people on our team will be the center of the team.  Look to the edges of any team you are a part of.  We cannot be self-centered – God doesn’t like independent people.  

10. Fig tree, 

Of the 3779 verses of the bible more than half are Christ’s word – every single one of the parables have to do with evangelism.

Mark likes to talk about the way people live.  The culture didn’t care a rip about what people believed but how they lived.  The parable of the fig tree is a very important verse because it tells us the sign of Jesus’ second coming.   

When Jesus said in answer to the disciple’s question as to a sign of His coming, He said to learn the parable of the fig tree.  The fig tree like two other trees in the bible have consistent uses (vine, olive, fig).  The vine is about the political history of a nation (wars, kings, accomplishments, economics).  The vine is a territorial plant – it grows by taking over.  You have to keep pruning a vine so that it doesn’t over take everything.  Jesus called Himself the true vine.  He is the real ruler of Israel.  The vine in the bible can be laid waste.  Nations can vanish.  The second tree is the olive.  This represents the spiritual history of a nation.  The real history of a nation is from God’s perspective and involves His interactions with it.  God is sovereign over all nations and everything on earth belong to Him.  The fig tree represents the religious history of a nation.  Man’s first attempt to cover up what he has done is always religious – Adam and Eve used fig leaves to cover their nackedness.  Jesus cursed the fig tree before driving people out of the temple.  Out of these trees, the olive tree is never cursed or dies in the bible.  If you go to a fig tree in the spring, the fruit appears before the leaves.  When the leaves comes out you know that summer is near.  True religion in the bible is taking care of widows, orphans and poor.  It is fruit first.  Jesus came to the fig tree and there was no fruit and he curses it.  He goes to the temple where there was no fruit but a lot of trappings.  God is looking for fruit.  This is all he wants.  It is good to have correct doctrine but it is more important to live it out.  Knowing the truth that makes you free is to really learn and live it out.  God’s priority is our heart.  

The cultural to which Jesus returns is deeply religious – lots of trappings.  Jesus said the signs of the last days is massive religion.  People will be deeply committed to religion but it is not real.  – A culture filled with people that say they love God – people aren’t using the salt.  The battle of the last days is being able to tell what is real.  How do you test if the thing is real?  The faith of the bible is a revelation of how God deals with us and how we can serve God.  It is not about God serving us.  Let’s look at the most important parable in the bible.

Mark 4:10+

Look at verse 13 – do you not understand this parable?  How will you understand all the parables?  If we know what Jesus is talking about, we will have something that really honors God.  

The seed and the sower are not the point of the parable but the point is the ground.  What is the point of parable?  Why is it that three things don’t make it and one does?  It is because of the soil.  This parable fingers the lack of preparation that person gives to the soil before he sows the seed.  Depending on the soil preparation will determine what kind of crop that we get.  We have no say over the weather, or the soil or the seed.  We do have say over one thing – whether or not the soil is prepared.  Finney’s opening statement is that revival is not a miracle – if we were given a bag of seed and put it up on the shelf and pray for a harvest, what kind of fool are we.  If God gives us something to do, we need to actually do.  We are commanded to do our portion – this is what the soil is about.  

Eternal life is not a gift from God but it is God.  

Everything God does comes out of mercy and grace – not because we earned it or did certain things.  In the gospel we don’t get a gift from Jesus, we get Jesus Himself.  There is no eternal life apart from God.  He is the eternal One.  Salvation is on going relationship with God – eternal friendship with Him.  

When we get differences in parallel parts of scriptures, we need to know how to handle this.  We need to see the amazing thing about it first is that there is so much identical.  God’s dealing with people requires responsibility of people.  There is always responsibility preserved in all things of God – except the king’s heart are in the hand of God.  This scripture tells us that God can step into history and actually make people do something.  God can supervise events – God intervenes as an exception to the rule.  

Grapes don’t try to be grapes and strain at it.  They just hook up to the vine and are grapes.  The line between the spiritual and religious is so close.  We don’t want more religion.  

Let’s look at the combined version handout of the parable…

The gospels are people just telling what they saw.  This is why we get some differences in the accounts.  The handout combines all of these differences.  

In the book of Acts, Paul gives his testimony three different times.  Paul is one of the most astonishing conversions in history.  Acts 8 is the first time that we see his testimony.  Acts 22:7 and Acts 26 are the other two account in Acts.  If we compare these, we will find some differences.  The first passage says that they heard the voice and did not understand and the second passage says that they did not hear so some translators translated the second passage as understand.  But this is not necessary.  However, there is a time difference between the first two accounts so we need to put them together in an interweave.  Saul is riding along and the light comes from heaven.  It knocks him off his horse and the light speaks to him by name.  At this time the other people can’t hear anything.  This is God’s dealing with Saul (intimate and personal).  The Voice who knew his name is speaking to him in Hebrew and Saul is terrified here (he just killed the friends of God).  Saul asks what He wants him to do.  Then the Voice tells him to rise and go to the city and everybody hears this time.  Saul is blind at this time and needs the others to help them to get there.  

New babies are hungry.  If babies aren’t hungry, it is either sick or dead.  If we prepare the ground, we will have a real conversion.  If we have a real conversion, we won’t have to follow up because they will be chasing after us.  Jesus’ doesn’t have much of a follow up, He just says follow me.

